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TiTBB Livnis, tbe illustrious author of the Roman 
history, was descended from a noble family in Rome, 
and bom at Patavium, now called Padua, in the 
694th year of Rome, fifty-eight yeard before the 
commencement of the Christian era. 

Like many other literary men; his life was con- 
templative nUher than active ; very few particulars 
therefore concerning him have come down to us. 
He resided at Rome for a considerable period, 
where he wtfs honoured with the patronage of 
Augustus, to whom he is reported to have been 
previously known by some writings which he had 
dedicated to him. Seneca, however, is silent on 
the subject of this supposed dedication, though he 
makes mention of the work itself, which, he says, 
consisted of moral and philosophical dialogues. He 
appears to have conceived the project of writing 
his history immediately after his removal to the 
capital; or, perhaps, he came hither for the pur- 
pose of collecting the necessary materials for that 
great work. 

Augustus appointed him preceptor to his grand- 
son Claudius, afterwards emperor : but Livy seems 
to have neglected the advantages which might have 

UV. VOL. I.— A* 
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lesulted from a conneidon so promising, and to 
have occupied the whole of his leisure hours in the 
composition of his history, parts of which, as they 
were finished, he read to Augustas and Mecsnas. 
Distracted with die tumult, and disgusted, it may 
be, with the intrigues and cabalil of Rome, he 
sought retirement and tranquillity in the beautiful 
country and ileligluful climate of Naples. Here, 
in the enjoyment of uninterrupted literary ease and 
independence, he completed lus majgrnificent desicn, 
comprising, in a hundred and for^>-two books, me 
history of Rome, from the foundation of the city to 
the death of Drusus, containing a period of seven 
hundrsd and foity-ihree yeais, endiag nine years 
before the birth of oar Saviour. Having thus 
aeemred his reputation as an historian of the highest 
order, he* returned to pass the remainder of his days 
in his native country, where he expired, A. D. 17, 
at the age of seventy-five years. It ia said that he 
died the same day with Ovid. 

How hi|^y his works were esteemed, snd himself 
personally honoured and respected, may be gathered 
from the manner in which he is mentioned by many 
ancient authors. Ta/citus tells us, that " T. Livius, 
that admirable historian, not mcHre distinguished by^ 
his eloquence than by his fidelity, was so lavish in 
his coounendationsof Pompey, that Augustus called 
him ' the Pompeiaa ;' and yet his fidendbhip towards 
him remsiaed undimioished." The ycnmg&r Pliay 
infonas us that & certain inhabitant of the city of 
Cadiz was ao enthusiastic an admirer of Livy, that 
he travelled to Rome on purpose to visit that 
mat genius; and, as soon as he had satisfied 
his curiosity, returned home ; as if, after having 
seen Livyi nothing farther could be wcnrthy of his 
notice. A monument was erected to his memoiy 
ia Ihe temple of Juno, where was aftexwarda 
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Ibonded tbe monastery of Justina. There, in 14199 
was discovered the following epitaph on Livy:-*— 
Ossa Titi LwH Patavini, enminm mertaUum judieio 
digni, cujus prope invieto caiamo innncH populi Ro* 
mam r$s gestm eonseriberefOur ; i. e., ''The bones 
#f IHtus Livius, of Padna, a man worthy to be 
approved by all mankind ; by whose almost invin- 
cible pen the acts aaad exploits- of the invincible 
Romana were written." These bones are said to 
be preserved with the greatest reverence to this 
day, and are shown by the Paduans as the most 
preeious relics. 

Of the hmidred and forty-twabooks, of which the 
History of Rome originally consisted, thirty-five only 
have been transmitted to our times. The contents 
of the whole, the hundred and thirty-seventh and 
eighth excepted, have been preserved : these epit- 
omes have been by some conjectured to proceed 
from the pen of the historian himself ; while others, 
with equal improbability, have asserted them to be 
ihe work of Lucius Florus, author of a portion of 
Roman history. Whoever may have been the com- 
piler — % fact, as useless as it is now impossible to 
ascertain — they are highly curious ; and, although 
they contain but a faint outline, they still serve to 
convey some idea of the original, and excite propor- 
tionable regret at the loss of so large a portion of 
this vaktaUe work. 

Livy's books have been divided into decades; 
and it appears, from the separate prefatory intro- 
ductions to each portion that the author had ori- 
ginaUy divided his work into distinct parts, con- 
sisting each of ten books. The first decade 
commences with the foundation of the city of Rome, 
and rapidly narrates the events of four hundred and 
sixty years. The second decade is lost: it com- 
prised a period of seventy-five years : the principal 
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occurrence in this period of history was the fiifC 
Bunic war, in which the Romans, after a long and 
arduous struggle, were finally victorious. The third 
decade is extant : it contains a particular and well« 
detailed account of \he second Punic war, which 
lasted about eighteen years ; in the course of which, 
the Romans gained so many advantages, and acquired 
- so much military experience, that no nation was e^ei 
able afterwards to withstand them. The fourth 
decade contains the Macedonian war against Philip, 
and the Asiatic against Antiochus: these are related 
at considerable length, insomuch, that the ten books 
comprise a space of twenty-three years only.- For 
the first five books of the fifth decade we are indebted 
to the researches of the modems, who discovered 
them, at Worms, A. D., 1 43 1 . These give an account 
of the war with Perseus, king of Macedonia, who 
gained several advantages over the Romans, but 
was at length subdued, and his kingdom reduced to 
the condition of a Roman province ; of the corruption 
of several Roman governors in the administration a( 
the provinces, and their punishment; and of the 
third Punic war, which lasted only ^ve years. The . 
contents of the remaining books serve only to show 
us the magnitude of our loss. Livy had employed 
forty-five books in the history of six centuries ; but 
so numerous and interesting were the events which 
he had before him for selection in the latter period 
of the republic, that it took him above double that 
number to relate the occurrences of little more than 
a hundred and twenty years. From the admirable 
manner in which the former part of the history fias 
been written, we may reasonably infer the merit of 
the remainder, which fails us unfortunately at a most 
remarkable period, when rational curiosity is raised 
to the highest pitch. Nor can we doubt tlie excel- 
lence of its execution, when we consider how fax 
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soperior and liow much more copions his matenols 
nuet hare been : for, besides what he could draw 
from his own personal knowledge, derived from his 
intimacy with the most considerable men in the 
empire, who were themselves principal actors in the 
important -transactions which he relates, he had 
access to the best possible written materials ; to the 
memoirs of SyUa, Goesar, Labienus, Pollio, Augustus, 
and many others which were then extant. ** What 
writers of memorials," 8a3rs Lord Bolingbroke, 
^what oom|nkrs of the Materia Historical were 
these ! What genins was necessary to fill up the 
pictures that such masters had sketched! Rome 
aibrded men that were equal to the task : let the 
remains, the precious remains, of Sallust, of Livy^ 
and of Tacitus, witness this truth. What a school 
«f pMw and private virtue had been opened to us 
at the resurrection of learning if the latter historians 
of the Roman commonwealth and the first of the 
MiGceeding monarchy had come down to us entire ! 
The few thai are come down, though broken and 
impeiiect, compose the best body of history we 
have ; nay, Uie only body of ancient history which 
deserve to be an object of study. Appian, Dion 
CassivS) and others, nay, even Plutarch included, 
make as but poor amends for what is lost of Livy." 
I^peakinf then of Tully's orations and letters as the 
best helpa to supply this loss, he says, that ** The 
age in wldch Livy flourished abounded wi& such 
materials as these: they were fresh; they were 
authentic; it wae easy to procure them; it was 
aafiato employ them. How he did employ diem in 
executing Hob eecond part of his design, we may 
judge fhms his ezeention of the first ; and I own I 
ahould be glad to ezehange^if it were possible, what 
wm h»re <n this history for what we have not." 
Mudi as evr historian was adinired, and higUy 
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as he was respected, yet he was not without his 
detractors. He was charged with Patavinity in 
his writings. The first person who produced this 
charge, against him was Asinius Pollio, a polite and 
elegant writer, and a distinguished ornament of the 
age of Augustus. In what this Patavinity consisted, 
no ancient author having defined it, it is not now 
easy to determine ; and accordingly it has formed 
the subject of much useless discussion. Some con* 
tend that it was a political term, and that it signified 
an attachment to the Pempeian party ; others con- 
jecture that it meant a hatred to the Qauls, and that 
it was symbolical of some blameable particularity, 
they know not what. The more probable opinion 
however seems, from the term itself, to be, that it 
signified some provincial peculiarity of dialect. 
Ancient, like modem Italy, had its differences, not 
merely of idiom, but of language, in every different ' 
province. In proportion as their language varies, at 
this day, from the purity of the Tuscan dialect, they 
become almost unintelligible to each other; with 
difiiculty can a Venetian and a Neapolitan peasant 
converse together ; for the well-educated in every 
country leam to speak and write the dialect of ths 
metropolis; although, if brought up in their own 
district, however nearly their language mey approach 
the purity of refinement, yet, it will ever retain some 
tinbture of provincialism. Perhaps, after all, the 
charge may have been merely the affected criticism 
of a courtier. 

Livy has likewise been censured for being too 
credulous, and burdening his history with vulgar 
notions and superstitious tales. He may disgust 
when he informs us that milk and blood were rained 
from heaven, or that an ox spoke ; yet he candidly 
confesses that he records only what made an indel- 
ible impression on the minds of a ruder age. It is 
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indeed surprising that our author should have been 
charged with credutity on account of the prodigies 
which he relates ; since he merely quotes from the 
annals of past ages, and fully justifies, and explains 
the course he has pursued in that beautiful passage 
of his history, lib. xliii. cap. 15: "I am not ignorant 
that the age in which I lire no longer believes -in 
the presages by which the gOds announce the 
future ; and that, as a consequence of this incredu- 
lity, we no longer publish prodigies, or are careful 
to record them in our annals : yet, in writing the 
history of distant ages, my mind involuntarily 
assumes this tone of former days ; and I feel re* 
luctant to banish from my writings, as unworthy of 
having a place therein, those occurirences which the 
wisdom of our forefathers judged deserving of a 
public expiation.'' 

A still heavier charge has been brought against 
our author ; indeed the heaviest that can be alleged 
against an historian; namely, the violation of the 
first great law of history ; — which is, neither to dare 
to assert any thing false, nor to suppress any truth. 
He who could not be warped by views of private 
interest has yet been supposed, from an excess of 
zeal for the honour and reputation of his country, in 
some instances to have shown himself too partial to 
his countrymen, and in others to have studiously 
concealed their cruelty and extortion : but however 
his candour may be called in question, yet will the 
high rank which Livy holds among historical writers 
never be disputed. He is always great ; his style 
is clear and intelligible ; laboured, without affectation, 
dififusive, without tediousness, and argumentative, 
without pedantry : in his harangues, he is bold and 
animatea, and in his narrations and descriptions, 
clear and elegant Although he seldom digresses, 
and but rarely indulges in moral observations or 
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phUosophical reflections, yet he never loses sight 
of what he himself lays down in his preface as the 
great object of history ; — the furnishing " dear and 
distinct ezamgles of every line of conduct ; in order 
that we may select for ourselves, and for the state 
to which we belong, such as are worthy of imitation; 
^and, carefully noting such, as beug liishonourabU 
in Uieir principles, are equally so in their effects, 
learn to avoid Uiem." 

What family Livy left behind him is not known : 
Quintilian, however, mentions a son, for whose in- 
struction he drew up some excellent observations 
on rhetoric ; and there is also reason to suppose 
that he had a daughter, mamed to Locios Magius, 
an orator, who is advantageously iqpoken of by 
Seneca. 
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BOOK I. 

fte ani^iil of Mn&BA ift tfaly, tod hid acliievein6i\Ui tli^re; t|to 
tdl^ of A^canittfi In Alba, and of the other Sylvian Idnga, li» 
t/aeceisatth-'Bbeih of Aomulus and Remua— Romtilus bnifilfl 
Some; fbrms the senate; divides the people into Coifias-^filB 
watB— He otSkffA the tpolia opima to Jupiter Feretriuui; is dii- 
Ifed— T^Tima Ponipiliu^ institutes ^6 litea of religioua wOrsh^ ; 
Mtds a temple to Jann^; ililes in peace^ and 'i» sncce^ed iy 
f%Aittt tCostilins— His war with the iftans; combat of the 
Horatii and Cuiiatii— The Albans removed to Rome— l^iDtUi 
killed by lightning— Ancos Martins oonquen the Latines^ and 
incorporates them with th0 Ronaoil enlarges the city, ami the 
boonds of his dominions— Lucnmo arrives at Rome ; awwimeii 
Aa fwue of Tavqanini; aad, o»llie dsadl of AaMUf gtdni 
VMMfliimi «ff the thiottsr) ^stets tfae» LatMl tmd flMbkM; 
tiliiis w^ lennd th^ citjv mdnnkBtthe oomtOMi Mwolfl; 
IsiMbi by 4&!b «oiw of AMfaiif ttidf;i« aHMwds* hf fitanHtf 
I iHMiiBtM tto Munar 4Mta te |Mpl» Irtio 
»and dentdiiesi) oKtaiidviiie pofa r iu m? t»' W i> H l i oisK»y 
r Taqpiimnii, iaftwhwd maattud AqtoMw-^cf atfHi 
^m UnoMh wagea war wMx the TdaoiMW, and« tM iMr 
HpBib,»biiiklB A templat* Jta|»titfaithv««pitoU kkto t m^Kf Mm 
^U^whlStextDahaniiffliMlblyVMMid ilM altaitilf'^PM- 
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BOOK II. 

Brntns binds the people by an oath never to nstoie the kingly 
government ; obbgee Tarqoiniue Collatinae, on aoooant of his 
lelationship to the Tarqoinii, to ledgn the oomniship^ and 
letire fiom the city; pats to death his own sons, together with 
tome other young men of rank, for a conspiracy in favour of 
the Tarqoinii; falls in battle against the Veientians and Tar- 
qoinians, together with his antagonist Aruns, son of Superbns 
—War widi Porsena— Bi^loite of Horatins Codes, Mudos 
Scevola, and ClcBlia--'nie Clandian tribe femed, and the 
nnmber of the tribes increased to twenty-one— The Latinei^ 
attempting to restore Tarqainins^ ate defisated by Aulas Posta- 
mias, dictatoiv-The commons^ on aoooant of the great nom- 
beri confined for debt, secede to the Sacred Mount { are 
^ipeased and brought back by the prudence of Menenin* 
Agrippa—Five tribunes of the commons created— Banishment 
and subsequent conduct of Caius Marcius Coriolanns— First 
proposal of an agrarian law— Spurius CasaiuSi aspiring to zegid 
power^ put to death— Oppia, a vestal virgin, coiivicted of incest, 
buried alive— The Fabian family undertake the Veientian war, 
and are all cut ofC except one boy— Wan with the Yplsdans, 
JE^U^ns, and Yeientians— Dissensions between the patrioiaBS 
and plebeians. 

BDOKIIL 

Distensions about the igtaria»law»*-1%e oapitol seised by eabs 
Slid slavda— Qmntiai Gibdnntftus called from the cultivatioii 
ef Ins fiun to condtict a war against theiBqaans; -van^oshss 
•them, and ttMifces them piaMS uBder the yoke— The nunbsr of 
•the triboaes of the people aogmented to tan-ZTen magistmat, 
eaMed deesint it % htvesled with ^ authority of Oe oonaois, 
«Bd'Of idl other magiMrateSi ave sppoinfed for the pnipein of 
-digesting and publishing a body of laws^-Oliese, having pio- 
■mlgated a code of laws, centahied in ten taUes^ obtain a eo»- 
.tinnatiaa of Ihdr anthority for another year, dming which, they 
•ddtiwfpw».tolheibnB«tsntihhw^Th^ 



.&eartyffiee^ ttnd retain it a third jrear— At fira^ they act equi- 
tably and justly ; afterwaid, axbitrarily and tyrannicdly— At 
length the comraone, provoked by a base attempt of one of 
diem, Appins daudiua, to violate the ehaattty of a daughter of 
Yirgimttfl, eeize on the Aventme mount, and compd them to 
redgn^-Appiufl and Oppnn, two of the moet obnozioua, am 
thrown into prison, where they put an end to their own lives: 
the rest are bauiAied—- War with the Sabines, Voiseians, and 
JEquans— CJtyust detenninafbn of the Roman people, who 
'being dfaM»sen aibitmtors in an aiiair between the people of 
Ardea and Aricia, concerning some disputed landi^ aiyadge 
them to themselves. 

BOOK IV. 

A law, pennittmg the mtermaniage of i^beians with patIieianl^ 
carried, after a violent straggle and strong opposition on the 
part of the patricians— Military tribunes, with consular powsr, 
created— Censors created—The lands which were taken fit>m 
the people of Ardea, by an unjust determination of the Roman 
jieople, restored— Spurius Mielius, aiming at regal power, slain 
by Ceius Servillus Ahala— Cornelius Cossus, having killed 
Tolumnus, king of the Veientians^ oilers the second opima 
spolia— l!1ie duration of the censorship limited to a year and a 
half— Fidenffi reduced, and a colony settled there— The colo- 
nists murdered by the Fidenatians, who are reconquered by 
Hamercus ASmilius, dictator— A conspiracy of slaves sup-* 
pressed— Postunuus, a miliury tribime, slain by the army, ex- 
asperated by his crudities— Pay first given to die soldiers out 
of the pubUc treasury— llilitary operations against the Tol« 
fwnTiB^ Fidenatiani^ and Faliscians. 



Boc«: V. 

On oecaaon of the siege of Yen winter huts eieeted for the troops s 
on accoont of which, being a new plan, the tribunes of the peo- 
ple endeavour to excite discontent, complaining that no repose 
is given to the soldiers, even in winter^—Tlie cavalry, for die 
fiiBt tixne^ serve on horses of their own— Veii, alter a seige of 



t^ yenrpi tajsea bjr Fmius CamiUoi^ dicUttor— In thscfaazaeCnr 
oi militajry tnbuiie, he lays oegQ |o Falisci} mnda haA the 
(childiea of the eoeiay, w^o were betrayeii ifUo bin hiaida4 hfi- 
kg charged with cnminal conduct, goei in^^^ eifle >Tbe Sipao- ; 
nian Gauls lay siege to Cluiiniiv^Roinmi M&haasafkH%«eiit •. 
ta mediate peace, tjike pari with thf Clusiuist provoke^ Itt ' 
which, the Gaula i^ar^ diDsctly ag^iwl SU>m#^ awit B^ 
routing the Qomanf» at the Al]i«t t«ke poaa^MiDB Qf the w^le 
city^^^iu^^ the efpitol— ^«^TiBg 9f99kd thee^titDlia thftiVght, 
they are discoveied by th^ ca«kUiig of fi9ea% mtA iiqpiilfed, 
);}iiacIp«Uy hy the exertions of Msfffsm Ma^fi«p— ^TM iUN9l»Qi| 
compelled by foamne, agree to ransom tbfl>Bisg)iW|h^WhUe ^h^ ' 
are wdghing the gold Camillus arrives with an army, beats qa *• 
the Gauls, and destroys thdr army — ^He prevents the deeigo 
Afmovingto Veil 

BOOKVt 

' Successful operations against the iEquans, and Volseisfli^ ynd 

Pr^nestines— Four new tribes addedo-Marcus JliSanliu^ who 

defended the capitol, being convicted of ajq>iiing to regal powar, 

is thrown from the Tarpeian rock-^A law, proposed by two 

plebeian tribunes, that consuls might be chopen frojn am^ng 

the commons^ causes a long and violent contest, during which, 

^ * lor five years, the same set of plebeian tribunes are the only 

' magistrates in the state; is at length passed | and LuQiis 

, * Sextus, one of the proposers, made the ^t plebeian consy^^ 

A law passed that no perpon phall possess loose than five 

/ hundred aciQs of Ifind^ 
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y. m iBjfftal »ete. He» by whatever itpf>dlsti<m ibe hw of sods 
\* ' i b4'«M9| j^qi^ hini to .he caUed, is deposited on tlie bm of 
r*. . I teffve'r Niun^ciw. Thepoofde gave him tho tiUe of Ji^Her 

/^ / ; wigjMif 

«( J*** t i^'^ Ififl 6<m Aaeuuiw waa aa vet too yoi«kg to aaaomo tSho 
.; • A pferomaot; tieverth^ifiSfi bit tiUe to Iho aovereigiity lemaiDOd 
' • ' ^ Jlbiqtp^ached* wiU iw aimed at oiatniity. Dwib^ tloa inteml, 
• * «i4 ttod^ the wgemy of Lavnia, a woana of great cvpMfBfty^ 
/**. 7 fie JLatme state, iStd the imiM tsiiptc^ of the piiiice*8 father 
' *^ ftnd, i^nadfather, eontinued firm in tbev olfegtaMe. I am not 
ilvithoat som^ dmibta (for .who can affiim nitk certainty in a 
' atter of w^ afttiqtiitj H whether thiewaa the aame Aacamaa 
in^oBod above, or one Met than Mm, bom of Cmuaa, wife to 
neaa, before the d^abnicttott of Troy, and who accompaniod 
i i^tfaer in bia flight; from thenee ; whom, bemg alao caHed 
iloa, the Julian fam^y el«aa as the fwrnder of their name, 
hie Aacaoiue, wbeceeotver asd of Whataoover mother bodi, • 
jextainly tbo aon of .JSneas, finding tfao oonbaf of iohidbstanta in 
' Lavinwm too g?r«^ left that e^y, then in u floohafaing and . 
opulent at»te, QOB«id«ring the dvcimataQiMe of tboae timea, t4i;- .' 
$is motbec, or at^mothor, and built a n<l« one en the'Alfaan^ 
Mffunt, whie|i,ifom its aitusiion beiiBc atrielcfaad along the hitt,': ; 
was caUisd Alba I^opga. Bslwcim m bwldiNg of Lavinium; 
md tb^ transplantvig the eolony t» AJha. Longa, the interval was 
^Biy ahoot 4iii^y. yearn ; yet>a rifMSiy had thia peiople inercased ink * 
power» espe^inlly aiter the defeat pf the iStinnaDS, that, not evdb' . 
on the death of JEis^&^fi, nor afterwands, during tlie re^ney of a 1 
woman, and the first «N«ys of a yonthfo] reicB, did etther U^ '-; 
xentius.andthe Etmriano,' or any othwof ibeboidering natltm,^; 
dare to attempt hpstilitiea agaioat them. A peace waa agreed oltf, * 
in which it was stipulated that the nver Albula, now ealM (hb*^ 
Tiber, abould be the boundnry between the Etrori^pa and Juatioeil: 
Asoanius's son, ciaUed Sylviua, from hia bamo^ by aome.|be«iS^> • 
Ueen bom in the woods, succeeded him in the kingdoni .^^.IbgM- - 
^neaa Sylviqa, who afterw«rds begat l4ktinns 6vhitta.*«TKft. 
{since planted sevwal codoniies, who have obtatn^a.iihe«|me>iC 
Ancient Jl^tines. The anmame of G^lvios was >pncbfbrw|i^ .' 
g^ven to all those who reignod at Alba. Of lolimis Viir MRU . 
Alba ; of Alba, A^a ; of Atya, Gapya ; of Capy«» Cagptnat t* J 
Capetns, Tibennga : who, bein^ dm^rned in mideavouving tft tswA ■' 
toe river Albula, ganreio that nver the name. 00 afikhiatod among • 
^s postcarity. .^^ppa, son of Tiherinus, teigbed next ; after 
MHppt, JuMnulus. SyWiua received the kingdom from his 

4 ■> . * • '■ — 

* Indifretis the term applied to deified heroes, otherwise called gods 
ftunistrisl . 
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ftther, ftnd being strack by ligbtnin^, demised it to AifKKlSk v 
who, being bori^ on that hill which is now a part o{ tiieJKky ^l ' 
. . Rome, ga^e it his name. To him .succeeded Frocas,-!^^! id.* .*^' 
-'r .: two sons, Numitor and Amulfus. To Namitor,.i '^ ' ^ 
''■■■'' < fir^born, he bequeathed the ancient kingdom of 

iamily ; but force prevailed over both the will of their fal 
tiie respect due to ftriority of birth. Amiilius dethmne^ &f. 
brother, took possession of the kingddm, and adding criidB ^ 
crime, pot to death the male ofispiing of Nnmitor, making'* 
dau|[hter IUiea4Sylvia a vestal, nnder the specious pretence ._ 
doing her honour^ but, in fact, to deprive her of all hope of issi e^ 
the vestals being obliged to vow perpetual virginity. ./ y ■ •/ 
>>• .• ^ / 4. But the (iiSes, I suppose, demanded the founding 'of t) is 

^ great city, and the first establiahm^nt of an empire, whicli if' W.J 
ii^ '/. now,, in power, next to the immortal gods. The vestal broui ||> •%. tj 
HI. ;- f Ibrdi twins, aind! unemiivocally declued that the father of I nr ' t' .'1 
'A doubtfot offspring was Mars ; either because she really thbuj i^ •' '^ 




or in hopes of extenuating the guiU of her transgression 
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it to the act'of a deity.C But neither gods nor m Ik 
frdm 



her or her children from the king's cruelty: t!le 
^Jvriestess vras fosded with chains, and cast into prison, and tJ te 
.'children were ordered to be thrown into the stream of the riv^. - 
'It happened providentially that the Tiber, overiowing its banl^- 
: -formed itself into stagnant pools in such a manner, as that tie 
wy-tf Irregular channel was every where inaccessible, and those wio 
Y y,^ \ jbanried the infants supposed that they would be drowned in aij 
'<: i*. Jwater, however still. Wherefore, as tf thereby fulfilling *'" 
i|[^; Y|cl>g'e order, they exposed the boys in the nearest pool, 
1 -'> ^ now stands the Rummal fie-tree, which, it is said, was fo 
^ ., called liomubr. Those j^es^were at that time wild de 

* A ^ory prevails that the retiring flood having left on dry ground. 
the trough, hitherto floating, in which they had been exposed,/a 
, tkirsty ^e-woir from the neighbouring mountains, directed her 
epi^r^e to the cries of the chikLren, and, stooping, appeared. |o 
fblld^e iK'ith the infants, showing so much gentleness, that tlfo 
ketpct of the kiiig*a hetds found her licking the boys with iiiir 
ton,^iie ; and th&t this rtie}>herd, whose name was FaustuW 
tamed them home to his wife Laurentia to be nursed, Sod 
ISi&ire are who think that this Laurentia^ from her havkig been^ 
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' dissipated woman, was, by the shepherds, called Lupi ; and j 
'*' this ^kcumstanc*. they ascribe the origin of this fabulous tal 
Thus bom, and tiius educated, as soon as years suppHed thsj 
with strength, they, led not an inactive life at the stablesi,*^ 
among the cattle, but traversed the neighbourinff ^ for^sb- 1 
hunting. Hence acquiring vigour, both of body and mlqA 
soor began not only to withstand the wild beasts, buOiq i 
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i«MwN lo«d«d with bo<fhr. THe wpoSbi tea Mqiund Ulef 
dindiad with the ffa^heicU ; and, m caaxpusy with theae, tM 
munber of thair yjaan^ aaaociatea continuaUjr incnaaing, they 
carried on both their huaineae and their apcHrta. 

& It ia aaid that, even at that early period, the aporta of the 
Lnpercal, which we atfll celebrate, were practiaod on the Patatino 
hill, and that thia waa called Pahrtiom, from PalUintieuin, a city 
of Arcadia, and afterward the Palatine hill ; and that Evander, 
who waa Off tlttt tribe of Arcadiana, and had been many years 
before iii poaaeaaioii of thia part of the coontry, had inatitoted 
there thui aolemnity brou^t from Arcadia, in which young men 
were to nm about naked, in apoit and wantonneaa, in honour of 
Lycean Pan, whom the Romana afterward called Imma. While 
^y wer6 intent on the performance of theae aporta, the time 
of their celebration being generally known, the lobbera, enra^ 
at the loaa of Iheir boo^, attacked them by aurpriae, having 
^aced themielvea in ambuah. Romulua, making a vi^orona 
defence, eitricated himaelf ; but they took Renma pnaoner, 
delivered him up to Kin^^ Amiiliua, and had the aaaoranee to 
atcuae them both of crimittid miabdiavioar. The principal 
charge made againat them was, that they had made violent 
imroMa on the lands of Numitor, and, with a band of voudia 
which they had collected, plundered the countiy in a hostile 
manner. In consequence of this, Remus was given up to 
Numitor to be poniehed. / From the verv beginning, Faustulus 
hud enteitained hopes that ^ children whom he educated would 
prov^ to be deacended of the royal blood ; for he knew that the 
mfiuits of Rhe4 had been •expoeed by order of the king, and that 
tiie thne, when he had taken th6m up, corresponded exactly with 
that eV«ttt ; but he had resolved to avoid any hasty disciesure, 
nntess some favourable conjuncture or neceasity should require 
it. The necessity happened first; wherefore^ constrained by 
hia apprehensions, he unparted the afiair to Romulus. It hap* 
paned also that Numitor, while he had Remus in his custody, 
Mrd that the two brodiers were twins ; and, when he combined 
with this circumstance their' age, and their toni of mind, which 
^ve ho indiieation of a servile condition, lie was struck with the 
idea of their behig hi^ grandchildren ; and all his tnqunries lead- 
ing to the aame conclusion, he was on the point of scknowledg^- 
ing Remus. In consequence^ a plot against the king wae 
concerted between all the partiea. Romulus, not going at the 
hei|d of a band of youths, for. he was unequal to an open attempt, 
bat ordering the shepherds to come at a certain hour, by different 
roeds, to -the palape, forced hia way to the king, and was sufw 
ported by Remus,' with another party, procured irom the hous^ 
€f Numitor. Thus they put the king to death. 
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«k In th0 begkringcfthe tokiult, Nmbitor, irillM^ iml dM| 
te citj vai aiwaaited by an enemy* tad tbe pebce ett^efced^ 
hed down mray the Alben yoatk te the eitadel, on piMenee eC 



securing it by an eiand ganen $ nd, in a fittle tmiet eeem 

' towttti 



the young men, ader perpetnting the mnidflr, cdming i 
himt tritii ex||iei«eii8 of iey, he instetttly oaHed the pcoide t^ea 
aaaembly, laid before theai tile iniqniteus behtirimir of hie 
brother towaxd hhnaelf ; the birth of his gtendohildcen, bow 
they were begotten, ham edaeajl!ed» how dieco^p«ied ^ theft ioi- 
foimed them df the deelh of the.ttaurper, and that he had himself 
encouraged the deaagn. The youths at thit aame.time adraneii^ 
with their foUoweie,. throng the midet ef the aaaembly, sainted 
their grand^ither as king; on which the mnltifude, testi^fiiur 
their assent hf ttnivereal scchuoaatiens, ratified to hnm the wyu 
title and aathcnity. When Numitor was thus nioetated in tht 
soreraignty at Albai, Remulas and Remus were eeiaed with e 
deaire H building a city iti the place where they had been expoeed 
and educated. There were great numbefs of Albans sAd 
latines, who coidd be ^paied fSi the puipose, and these wetv 
jbined by a mnltitnde of shepherds; so that, eU together, they 
formed such a nmneions body, as gave grounds to hojM that 
Alba and livinium would be but small, in comparison with the 
city vfhich they were about to found. These Tiews were iater- 
xupted by an evil, herediinry in their family, ambition for lule. 
Hence arose a shfuneAil eontee t ; though thiey had, in the bemn* 
Uing, rested their dispute on this amieable ibotinc; that, as they 
were twins, aoid cotjaequently no title to pneedenve eould m • 
dariyed from priority of birth, the ^|ods who ware gniidiana of . 
tile place, ahcndd choose by augunes, whi<^'ef the two should' 
gi?e a name to the new city, nnd enjoy the f^TemineBit 
of it when built. Romulus chose the Palatini^ Kemus tho 
Aventine mount, as their coneeerated stands to wait the 
augiffiea. We are told that the first omen appeared to Remu% , 
consisting of six vultures ; and that, alUr thip had be«i pro> 
(daimed, twice that number showed themselyes to Romulus ; on 
wkichy each was saluted kAi% by his own followers ; the former 
daimfaig^he kingdom, on the ground of the priori^ of time ; the 
latter, on that of the nuijjjber of the birda. On their meeting, aa 
altercation ensued, then blows ; and their passions being iofluned 
by the dispute, the a&ir proceeded at last to extnmiity, and 
murder waa the consequence. Remus ielk by a Idow received 
in the tumulL There is another acoount vo/am generally re- 
ceived, that Remus, in derision of his brother, leifted over the 
new wall, and that Romulua, ennifod thereat, dew him, ujtteiio^ 
a^ the same time thia imprecation: "So perish eveiy one that 
shall hereafter leap over my wall." By theae meana Bomqte, 
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\*B. C. 751^ came into t)i6 s<^ " ^ w mam w^ ihfc y)iMWMaeat> 
and %e city, ^vvhen built, w» «ttttisd aft«r tlte vmm mils foaadtr. 
Ttid &r8t buildings tvhkAi Ike Miseii wen On the Peliltjne hiU» 
\i^etiB lie lum«e!f bed been bNivght vp. Te the other doiUee bo 
georformed wtnrsbtp, iu-eoi^Sikig lo Ibe mode df tbe AJbane, but to 
Betcnles, according to lltfl «tf ^Ite Oredn^ as 4iu«itiited b|f 
Grander. 

7. It is recorded Ihatt H^ienlM, «fter. bMini^ slakt 'GeTfoa^ 
dior^ awar^ his ea^le, «piAch vmn sm^riiinglj •bMiifciAiI ; and 
tbatt, being ^tigtied with im>reilin^, fce Iky tj^m, aeer ihe nver 
l%er, in it grassy l^laee, towliic&'be had. swain ovdr, drivina 
die herd before Hm, in otttor to nCsesh tbo esttle with reot aad 
&e rich pasture. There, having indalged bimtfelf in iiieat «Mt 
wine^ he was ovttpofW^tA by s^ep ; on whiob « sh^pbes^, who 
dwelt in the neighboiMbood, Mamed Oacas, of g^atotrftngtb and 
fierceness, being struck with the beauty H>f thb caMfoi, nNushed io 
make prey of some of thetti; but ^onsideEia^ thai if iiie should 
drire the herd before bim into %is'eiire, <dieir4radbs woald idiinet 
^e owner's sesardi, ho dragged tbs eattte backward by the t«ii» 
into the cave, picking out i£m« ffaat w«re the moat femferkablo 
for their beauty. Hek«ules, awaking nt tin dawn *of di^, look « 
vlfew of his hcMi, and misMng SoiMa of die Munber, went direeC]^ 
to ihe next care, to eicamitie Whsiiier the footsteps 4ed Ihither 4 
bttt when he dbsefnre^ tbet -they all >Mnted loti^ard, and yet did 
not diteet to any o/dnsr ^Htaiter, Tpmpt&i»A, and' not kfiowing hew 
to act, be began to dtive IbrWtttd his fastd irtrni ibat uaiuokjr 
place. Some of the cows, as iftNiy weva dimn eS> missing 
those that were leA behind, be^, us was «iitml, 4o low 'altw 
diefm, and ihe sound %eiBg twttfned liom the cave, by tkose that 
weke vhm up in it, bM>4^t Hercstes badk. Caovs, eodea^oiw 
ing by force to present & KppiRMoii tottiio canre, and naFvekicig in 
▼am the assistance oTtkb sb^pbcttds, mcsrred -a «blow«f ihM ckb, 
wfabh pirt an end to fans^fe. JUthait tinsB,-£vander, a native of 
Peloponnesus, who bad MilMmid tfaitber, ^governed aImK part <^ 
the comitry, tatbA 4hRMr|^ ah liuteeaee aoifaixed 1^ hk mant, 
than any))OW«tbr^M»¥dlrOiM^VMN0d inbim. Hewas Ugbl^r 
teyered on abcOMt ^ bft w?kig satiodnoed the wondeK^ 
knowledge of letters, % tftMtosr Hrmta sow to tbeso mon^ who 
were ignoranft tK all tne%i«s ; sHd stitt aten «o, on aedMht of 
the supDosed divinky <if to'i a a rt i a f Oantiebda^ wboaoipA^hotaa 
powers W iMMAi Miiolrte^'l^f liteiiatiMi tatbsso natioaft, beloca 
%6 armvl tff tfae^^bjrl ihlMty. i^niBda lihan^ bengalasmad 
lyy the dOtt4^0c(tse of tho (ditephevdis faastand to the «poti, wbeia 
t uny wBie a s sembl ed -in ti twmwUn n n s manner about the atraqger^ 
^¥mmtk liny aeeorod as atidsBkci^ nnUgr af murder^ and when 
he was informed of ^ fact, and of the cause of it^ « ' 
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tbe penon and iiiieii of the heio, fiUed with more disnity and 
majesty than belonrnd to a human being, he inquired who he 
was : and being lora his name, that of his father and his couo^ 
try, he addressed him in these words : " Hail, Hercules, son of 
Jove ! my mother, the infallible interpreter of the gods, foretold 
to me that yon were destined to increase the number of the 
celestials, and that an altar would be dedicated to you in this 
place, which a nation, hereafter the most powerful in the world, 
should distinguish by the name of The Greatest,* and would 
offer thereon sacrifices to your honour.*' Hercules, giving his 
right hand, replied, that " he embraced the omen, and would 
fulfil the decree of the fates, by building and dedicating an altar 
in the place." There, Uien, for the first time, was performed a 
sacrifice to Hercules, of a chosen heifer taken out of the herd : 
and the Potitii, and Pinarii, the most distinguished families in 
the neighbourhood at the time, were invited to assist in the 
ceremonies, and share the entertainment. It happened that thp 
Potitii sttended in time, and the entrails were served up to. 
them ; the Pinarii, arriving after the entrails were eaten, came 
in for the rest of the feast ; hence it continued a rule, as long aa 
the Pinarian family existed, that they should not eat of the 
entrails. The Potitii, instnicted by Evander, were directors of 
that solemnity tot many ages, until the solemn office of the 
family was delected to public servants, on which the whole, 
race of the Potitii Became extinct. These were the only foreign 
rites that Romulus then adopted, showing thereby, from the 
beginning, a respect for immortality obtained by meri^ a dignity 
to which his own destiny was conducting him. 

8. After paying due worship to tbe gods, he summoned the 
multitude to an assembly ; and, knowing that they could never 
be brought to incorporate as one people by any other means, 
than by having their conduct directed by certain rules, he gave 
them a body of laws ; and judging, that if he added to the dig- 
nity of his own carriage by assuming the ensigns of sovereignty, 
it would help to procure respect to those laws among a rude, 
uninformed people, he adopted a more majestic style of appear- 
ance, both with regard to his other appointments, and partic- 
ularly in being attended l^ twelve lictors. Some think that he 
was led to fix on this number by that of the birds in the au^pury 
which had portended die kingdom to him : I am rather incbned 
to be of their opinion, who suppose that all the officers attendant 
on ma(pstrates, and aoaongthe rest, the lictors, as well as the 
nurid>er of them, were bormwed (torn their neighbours, the 

* Ant Maxima: It Stood in the cattle madBsC^ where Hremafais4 in the 
Hme ofAefostua. 
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Yi ^' ftigns, though honourable,. had not been crowned i^ith vactemBj he 



endeavoured, by others of a different kind, to recover the eeteedi 
of his countrymen. With thi« view, therefore^ ae formerly, in 
/ time of war, he had sought peaee, so now, when peace was e8» 
tablished, he as ardently wished for war ; but, perceiving that 
his own state possessed more courage than 8trefigjth«, he persuad* 
ed other nations to make war, openly, by oider of tbeir gov- 
ernments, reserving, tohia own people the part of effecting theii 
purposes, by treachery, under the isaak of alHes. The Fide^ 
natians^ a Roman colony, beint^ assured of i3at conoiiffrence of 
the Veientians, and receiving from th* Albaas a positive em 
gagement to desert to their side, were prevailed on to take arm0 
and declare war. Fidenae having thus openly revolted, TuUus, 
after summoning Mettius and his army from Alba, marched 
against the enemy, and passing ^tue- Anio, pitched his camp at 
the conflux of the rivers. Betweeti that place and Fidenae the 
Veientians had crossed the Tiber, and, in the line of battle, they 
composed the right wing near the river, the Fidenaiians beinj|r 
posted on the left towud the mountains; TuUusdrew up h» 
own men facing the Yeientiansi and posted the Albans opposite 
to the troops of the ^idenatians. The Alban had not more 
resolution than fidelity, so tbat, not daring either to keep his- 
ground, or openly to desert, he filed off slowly toward the 
nfiountains. When he thought he had proceeded to a suffioiferit 
distance, he ordered the whole line to halt, and being still irres- 
olute, in order to waste time, he employed himself in forming 
the ranks : his scheme was to join his forces to whichever of the 
parties fortune should favour with victory. At first, the Romans 
whp stood nearest were astonished atimdxng theiir flank left un- 
covered, by the departure of their alHes, and, in a short time, a 
horseman at loll speed brought an account to the king that the 
Albans were retreating. Tullus, in this perilous juncture, vowed 
to institute twelve new Salian priestsj and also to build temple? 
to Paleness and Terror ; then, rebuking the horseman with a 
loud voice, that the enemy might hear, he ordered him to return 
to the fight, telling him, that " there was no occasion for any un- 
easiness ; that it was by his order the Alban army was whe^Jing 
round, in order to fall on the unprotected rear of the Fidena- 
tians.'* He commanded him, also, to order the cavalry to raise 
their spears aloft ; and, this beinjg perform^, intercepted, from 
a great part of the infantry, the view of the Alban army retreat- 
ing ; M^le those who did see them, belielring what the king had 
said, fought with the greater spirit. The fright was now trans- 
ferred to the enemy, for they had heard what the king had 
spoken aloud, and many of the Fidenatians understood the Latin 
tongue, as having been intermixed with Romans in the colony. 
LiV. VOL. I. — I 
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Wherefore, dreading lest the Albans might run down suddenty 
from the hills, and cut off their retreat to the town, they betook 
tiiemseWes to flight. Tullus pressed them close, and after 
routing this wing composed of the Fidenatians, turned back 
with trouble farr against the Veientians, now disheartened by 
the dismay of the other wing. Neither ihey could withstand his 
attack, and the river intercepting them behind, prevented a pre- 
cipitate fii^t. As soon as they reached this, in their retreat, 
some, shamefuOy throwing away their arms, plunged desperately 
into die water, and the rest, hesitatmg on the bank, irresolute 
whether to fight or fly, were ovexpowexed and cut off. Never 
before had the Romans been engaged in so desperate an 
^tion. 

^ 28. When all was over, the Alban troops, who had been 
spectators of the engagement, marched down into the plain, 
and Mettius congratulated Tullus on his victoiy over the ene- 
my. Tullus answered him, without showing any signs of dis- 
pleasure, and ^vo orders that the Albans should, with the favour 
of fortune, jom their camp with that of the Romans, and ap- 
pointed a sacrifice of purification to be performed next day. 
As soon as it was light, all things being«prepared in the usual 
manner, he commanded both armies to be summoned to an 
assembly. The heralds, beginning at the outside, summoned 
theVVlbans first ; and they, struck with the novelty of the affair, 
and wishing to hear the Roman king delivering a speech, took 
their places nearest to him: the Roman troops, under arms, 
pursuant to directions previously given, formed a circle round 
them, and a charge was given to the centurions to execute 
without delay such orders as they should receive. Then Tullus 
began in this manner : " K ever, Romans, there has hitherto 
occurred, at any time, or in any war* an occasion that called on 
you to return thanks, first, to the immortal gods, and, next, to 
your own valour, it was th» battle of yesterday ; for ye had to 
struggle not only with your enemies, but, what is a more difficult 
and daiwerous struggle, with the treachery and perfidy of your 
allies ; mr I will now undeceive you : it was not by my order 
that the Albans withdrew to the mountains,* nor was what ye 
heard me say, the issuing of orders, but a stratagem, and a pre- 
text of having given orders, to the end that while ye were kept 
in ignorance of your being deserted, your attention might not 
be £awn awa^ from the fight ; and that, at the same time, the 
enemy, believm^ themselves to be surrounded on the rear, might 
be struck with terror and dismay : but the guilt which I am 
exposing to you, extends not to all the Albans : they followed 
' their leuler, as ye would have done, had I chosen that tiie army 
should make any movement from the ground which it occupid 
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M«ttiaB there wm the leader of ^t maidi, the liine Metttae 
Was the schemer of this war. Mettius it was who broke the 
league between the Romans and Albans. May others dare to 
commit like crimes, if I do not now make him a conspicuous 
example to all mankind.*' On this, the centurions in arms gath- 
ered round Mettius, Snd the king proceeded in his discourse : 
*^ Albans, be the measure prosperous, fortunate, and happy to the 
Roman people, to me, and to you ; it is my intention to remove 
the entire ]4ople of Alba to Kome, to ffive to the commons the 
privileges of citizens, and to enrol the principal inhabitants 
among the fathers, to form of the whole one city, one republic. 
As the state of Aiba, irom being one people, was heretofore di- 
vided into two, so let these be now reunited." On hearing this, 
the. Alban youth, who were unarmed, and surrounded by armed 
troops, however different their sentiments were, yet, being all 
restrained by the same apprehensions, kept a profound silence. 
Tullus then said : V Mettius Fuffettus, if you were capable of 
learning to preserve faith, and a repard to treaties, I should suf* 
fer you to live, and supply you with instructions 1 but your dis- 
position is incurable : let your punishment, then, teach mankind 
$o consider those things as sacked which you have dared to vio- 
late. As, therefore^ou lately kept your mind divided between 
the interests of the fidenatians and of the ^Romans, so shdl you 
now have ^our body divided and torn in pieces." Then two 
chariots bemff brought, each drawn by four horses, he tied Met- 
tius, extended at full length, to the carriages of them, and the 
horses being driven violently in different directions, bore awav 
on each carriage part of his mangled body, with the limbs which 
were fastened by the cords. T& eyes of all were turned with 
horror from this shocking roectacle. This was the first, and 
the laiBt, instance among the Romans, of any punishment inflict- 
ed without regard to the laws of humanity. In every other case, 
we may just^ boast, that no nation in the world has shown 
mater mildness. 

\29. During these proceedings, [A. U. 0. 87, B. 0. 665] the 
cavalry had b^en sent forward to Alba to remove the multitude 
to Rome. The legions were now led thither to demolish the 
city. As soon as they entered the gates, there ensued not a 
tumult, or panic, as is usual in cities taken by storm, where the 
gates being burst open, or the wells levelled by the ram, or the 
citadel bein^ taken by force, the shouts of the enemy, and the 
troops runmng furiously through the city, throw all into confu- 
sion with fire and sword ; but gloomy sUence and dumb sorrow 
•o stupified the inhabitants that, not knowing in their distraction 
what to leave behind or what to carry with them, and incapable 
«f £»nning any pUn, they stood at their doors, making in<juiiies 
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ef flsch olher, or waadoM througli iMr «wn hoUMs, ivlMch 
ihoy wen new to tee for tne fawt time. But now, when the 
horeeroeiit with ihoute, urged them to deput, and the cmrii of 
the houses, which the ttnojm were demolishiBg in the outer 
pans of the ciw, assailed their eais, and the dust, raised in dis- 
tant places, had filled all parts,. enveloping ^em as with a cloud ; 
each of them hastily snatching up whatever he could, and leaving 
behind his guardian deity, his household cods, and the house 
wherein he had been bom and educated, they began their de- 
parture, and soon filled the reads with one continued troop of 
emigrants. The sight of each other coDtinoally renewed their 
tears, through the mutual commiseration which it excited in 
every breasL Their ean were assailed with bitter lamentations, 
especially from the women* as they passed the temples which 
they had been used to revere, now uled widi armed soldiers, 
and reflected that they were leaving their gods, as it were, in 
captivity. Whoa the Albans had evacuated the city, the 
Romans levdled to the ground all the buildings in every part of 
it, both public and private, and in one hour mined and destn^d 
the work of four hundred years, during which AU>a had stood. 
The temples of the gods, however, tlwy left untouched, for «o 
the king had commanded. 

^ 30. Meanwhile, from this destruction of Alba, Rome received 
a considerable augmentation. The number of citizens vras 
doubled. The Cflelian mount was added to the city ; and, in 
order to induce others to fix their habitations t^re, Tullos chose 
that situation for his palace, where, from thenceforth, he resided. 
The persons of chief note 'among the Albans, the Tallii, Ser- 
villi, X^uintii, Gegani, Curiatii, Cloelii, he enrolled among the 
senators, that this part of the state also might receive an addi- 
tion ; and, as a consecrated place of meeting for this body, thus 
augmented, he built a senate-houae, which Detained the name of 
Hostilia, even within the memory of our fothers. And, that 
every order in the slate might receive an accession of strength 
from this new people, he chose from ameng the Albans ten 
troc^s of horsemen. From amosig them also he drew recruits, 
with which he both filled up the old, and formed some new 
le^ns. [A. U. C. 100. B. 0. 652.] Encouraged by this for- 
midable state of his forces, he declared war against the Sabines, 
a nation the most powerful of that age, next to the Etrurians, 
both in point of numbers, and of tHaH in aims. Injuries had 
been offered <m both sides, and satisfaction demanded in vainl 
Tullus complained that some Roman traders had been seized in 
an open fair at the temple of Feronia. The Sabines, that prior 
to this, some of their people had fled into the Aavkon, and 
were detained at Rome, 'rhese were the reasons assigned for 
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the war. The SebiAes, reflecting that a mat part of 'their 
original atiength had been, fixed at Rome by Tatius, and that the 
Konoan power had been also lately increased, by the accesaion 
of the people oi Alba, took care, on their part, to look round 
for foreign aid. Etniria lay in their neighbourhood, and the 
state of the Etmrians nearest to them was that of the yeiei>- 
tians. From among these they procured a number of voIud- 
xeers, who w^re induced to-take ^rt against the Romans, prin-^ 
ci^pally by the resentment which they still retained on account of 
their former quarrels. Several also of the populace, who were 
indigent and unprovided of a settlement, were alluied by pay. 
From the government they received no assistance, and the 
Vcientians, for it was less surprising in others, adhered to the 
terms of the truce stipulated with I&mulus. Vigorous prepa- 
rations being made on both sides, and it being evident uiat 
whichever party should first commence hostilities would have 
considerably the advantage, Tulius seized the opportunity of 
making an incursion into the lands of the Sabines. A furious 
battle ensued at the wood called Malitfosa, in which the Romans 
obtamed the victory. For this they were indebted not only to 
the firm strength of dieir infantry, but chiefly to the cavalry, 
which had been lately augmented ; since, by a sudden charge 
of this body, the nnka of the Sabines were thrown into such 
disorder, that they were neither able to continue to fight, nor to 
make good their retreat, without great slaughter. 

31. After the defeat of the i^abines, the government of Tul- 
ius, and the Roman state in general, possess^ a large degree of 
power and of fame. At thistime an account was brought to 
the king and the senate that a shower of stones had fallen on the 
Alban mount. This ap|>caring scarcely credible, and some per- 
sons bein^ sent to examine into the prodigy, there fell from the 
air, in their sight, a vast quantity of stones, like a storm of hail. 
They imagined also that they heard a loud voice from the grove 
on the summit of the hilt, ordering, that the Albans should per- 
form religious rites according to the' practice of their native 
country. These, the Albans had entkely neglected, as if, with 
their country, they had also abandoned its deities, and had 
adopted the Roman practice, or, perhaps, mcensed against for- 
tune, had renounced the worship of the ^gods. On account of 
the same prodigy, ^e Romans also instituted for themselves, b^ 
order of government, a festival of nine days ; either in obedi- 
ence to a voice from heaven, uttered on the Alban mount, for 
that likewise is mentioned, or by direction of the aruspices. Be 
this as it may, it is certain that, whenever an account was receiv- 
ed of a similar phenomenon, a festival for nine days was celebiafr* 
•d. In a short time after, the country was afflicted witha peeti* 
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icnce ; and UKragh this neceisttily rendered men avene id 
military service, yet the king, in himself fond of war, and 
persuaded that yonng men enjoyed better health while employed 
mbroad, than wlien loitering at home, ^tc them no rest froa 
arms, vntil he was seized by a tedioas disorder. Then, togeth- 
er with the strength of his bodj, ^e fierceness of his spirit was 
reduced to such a degree, that he who lately thoc^fat nomin^ less 
becoming a king than tobasy his thooghts m matters of leligtotiy 
became, at once, a slave to every kind of supentition, in cases 
«ither oif great or of trifling nnport, and even filled the minds of 
the .people also with snperstltious notions. The generality, com«> 
paring the presoit state of their affairs with diat which they had 
enioyed under Numa, became possessed of an opmion that the 
only prospect left them, of being reUeved from tiie sickness, 
was in obtaining pardon and favour from the gods. K is said 
that the king, himself, tomii^ over the commentaries of Noma, 
and discovering therein that certain sacrifices of a secret and 
solemn nature had been performed to Jnpiter lESicins, shut hkn« 
self up, and set about the performance of this solemnity ; bat, 
not havim^ undertaken, or eondiKsted, the rites in due form, he 
not only tailed of obtaining any notification from the gods, bat, 
throagh the resentment <h Jupiter, for b^ng addressed in aa 
improper manner, was struck with lightning, and reduced to 
ashes, together with his hoase. Tullus reigned thiity-two years, 
highly renowned for his military achievements. 
yi 32. [A. U. C. 114, B. C. 63d.] On the death of Tullus, the 
direction of a&irs, according to the mode adopted from the be* 
^nning, fell into -the hands of the senate ; they nominated an 
mterrez, who presided at the election, when the people created 
Ancus Marcins king, and the senate approved of their choice. 
Ancus Maicius was the grandson of Numa Pompilius^ by his 
daughter. As soon as he was in possession of the throne, re- 
fiecting on the glory which his grandfather had acquired, and 
considering that the late reign, though highly honourable in other 
respects, yet in one particiuar had been very deficient, tiie aflhirs 
of religion having been either quite neglected or impropeilj 
managed, he judged it to be a matter of the utmost consequence 
to provide that the public worship shonld be performed in the 
manner instituted by Numa, and ordered the pontiff to make a 
transcript of every particular rite, from the commentaries of that 
king, on white tables, and to expose it to the view of ^e people. 
From these proceedings, not only his subjects, v^ose wiraes 
tended to peace, but Uie neighbouring states also, conceived 
hopes that the king would conform himself to the manners and 
institutions of his grandfather. In consequence of which, the 
lAtiBfis, witii wbtm a treaty had been conchided in the reign of 
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Tuttus, ftsmmed new eoonge, and tnade an mcnimon into Ae 
Koman territories ; and, when the Romans demanded satisiac- 
tion, returned a haughty answer, imagining the Roman king so 
averse to action, that he would spend his reign among ehi^s 
and altars. The genius of Ancus was oi a middle kind, parta- 
king both of ihaX of Numa and of Romulus. He wasaensible, 
not only tiist peace had been more necessary in the reign of his 
gnndfather, to a p^le who were but latdy incoiporated and 
•till uncivilized, but also, that the tranquillity, y^iich nad obtain- 
ed at that time, could riot now be preserved, without a tatte 
submission to injuries ; that they were makmg trial of his par 
tience, and woald soon come to despise it ; in short, that 
the times required a king like TuUus, rather than one like Numa. 
However, being desiroua that, as Numa had instituted the reli- 
gious rites to l^ obseryed in time of peace, so the ceremonies 
to be observed in war should have huns^ f(Mr th«r founds, and 
that wars should not only be waged, but be proclaimed likewise, 
according' to a certain established mode, he borrowed from the 
ancient race of the .^quicolee that form of demanding satisfac- 
tion which is still used by the heralds. The ambassador, when 
he comes to the firontiers of the state, from whom satisfaction is 
demanded, having his head covered with a fillet of wool, says : 
" O Jupiter, hear me ; hear, ye fhmtieis,'' naming the state to 
wliich they belong ; ** let justice hear ; I am a public lAessen- 
ger of the Roman pec^le. I come an ambassador duly authori- 
sed, accoiding to the forma of justice and religion ; let my 
woids therefore meet with credit." ^e then makes his demands, 
and afterwards appeals to Jupiter : ^If I demand that &ose 
peieons, and those effects, should be given up to me, the mes- 
senger of the Roman people, contrary to justice and the law of 
nations, then suffer me not to enjoy my native country." These 
words he repeats when he passes over the boundaries ; the same 
to die first person that he meets ; again, when he enters the 
gate ; and, lastly, when he. enters the forum, only making the 
necessary change of a few words in the form of the declaration 
and of Uie oath. If the pcnrsons whom he demands are not/ 

S'ven up, then, on the expiration of thirty-three days, that being 
le number enjoined by tiie rule, he declares war in this manner : 
*^ O Jupiter, hear ine ! and thou, Juno, Quirinus, and all ye 
gods of heaven, and ye of the earth, and ye of the infernal re- 
gions, hear, I call you to witness that that people," naming them, 
whoever they are, " are unjust, and do not p«rfona what equky 
tequires. But concerning those affairs we will consult the 
elders in our own country, by what means we may obtain our 
right." After this, the messenger returned to Rome, in order 
tw the i^pinion of d»e govemment might be taken. The king 
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iminediately consulted tke senate, nearly in these words : ** Cdll- 
ceming those matten, contiOTenies, and arguments, which 
were a^tated between the Pater Patratus of the Roman people, 
the Quirites, and the Pater Patratus of the ancient Latines, and 
the ancient Jjatine people, which matters ought to have been 
granted, performed, and discharged ; but which they have nei- 
Sier granted, perfonned, nor discharged, declare," said he to the 
person whose vote he first asked, " what is your opinion V* 
The other then said : " I am of opinion that the performance of 

^them ought to be exacted in just and regular war, wherefore I 
consent to and vote for it." The rest were then asked in oid^ 
and the majority of those present being of the same opinion, a 
TOte passed for war. It was a customary practice for the herald 
to csoy a spear pointed with steel, or hymt at the point and dip- 
ped in blood, to the frontiers, and there, in the pesence of at 
least three grown-up persons, to say, " Forasmuch as the sutes 
of the ancient Latines, and the ancient Latine people, have acted 
a^nst and behaved unjustly towards the Roman people the Qui- 
rites ; forasmuch as the Roman people the Quintes have order- 
ed that there should be war with the ancient Latines, and the 
senate of the Roman people the Quirites have given their opini<m, 
consented, and voted that war should be made with the ancient 
Latines ; therefore, I and the Roman people do declare and make 
war against the states of the ancient Latines, and the ancient Ia- 
tine people :" and, saying this, he threw the spear withm their 
boundanes. In this manner was satisfaction demanded from 
the Latines, at that time, and wsr declared ; succeeding gene- 

*^srations adopted the same method. 

0^33. Ancus, having committed the care of religious affairs to 
the flamens and other priests, assembled a. new army, set out to 
the war, and took Politorium, a city of the Latines, by storm 
Then, pursuing the practice of former kings, who had augment- 
ed the power of the Roman state, by receiving enemies into the 
number of their citizens, he removed the whole multitude to 
Rome ; and, as the original Romans entirely occupied the 
ground round the Pallatium, the Sabines the capitol with the 
citadel, and the Albans the Cflslian mount, the Aventine was 
assigned to this body of new citizens ; and, in a little time after, 
on the reduction of Tellens, and Ficana, an additional number 
of inhabitants, wss settled in the same place. Politorium was soon 
i^r attacked, a second time, by the Roman forces, the ancient 
Latines having taken possession of it, when left without inhabi- 
tants ; and this induced the Romans to demolish that city, that 
it miffht not again serve as a receptacle for the enemy. At 
length, the whole force of the Latine war was collected about 
Mcdullia, and the contest was carried on there with vanoua 
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■occdst ; ibr die city was not on^ wdll defended by works, ehd 
secured by s strong garrison, but the army of the Latines, 
having pitched their camp in the open cevmtry, fought the Ro- 
mans several times in close engagement. At last, Adcus, making 
a vigorous effort with all his force, first defeated them in the 
field, and then made himself master of the city ; from whence 
he returned, with immense booty, to Rome. On this occa»on, 
too, many thousands of the Latines, being admitted into fhe 
number of <;itizens, had ground allotted te tbem near the temple 
of Marcia, in order to unite the Aventine to the Palatine hill. . 
The Janiculum also was taken in, not for wafit of room, but to 
prevent its serving, at aay time, as « place of etrengdi to an 
enemy : and it Was determined that this should be joined to the 
city, not only by a wall, but likewise fdr the^onvenience of pas- 
sage, by a wooden bridge, which was then first built over the 
Tiber. The Quiritian trench, also, ho inconsiderable defence 
to those parts, which, from their low situation, tsie of easy access, 
is a work of King Anc<». In, consequence of these vast access 
sions to the state, and the number of ^people becomifi^ so very 
large, many, disregarding the distinctions between nght and 
•wrong, c<^mmitted various crimes, and escaped discovery. In 
order -to suj^uress by terror the boldness which the vicious 
assumed firom hence, -and which sained ground contimially, a 
piison was built in the middle of tpe city, adjoining the forum : 
and not oidy the city, but the territory also, and boundaries of 
the state, were extended by this king. The Mftsian forest was 
taken away Irom the Veientians, the Roman dominion extended 
as far as the sea, and the city of Ostia built at tiie month of the 
Tiber, near which salt-pits were formed ; and, in consequence 
of the .glorious success obtained in war, the telnfde of Jupiter 
Fetetrius was enlaiged. 

^ 34. During the reign of Ancua, [A. U. O. ISl, B. C. 631] a 
person named Lacumo, of an enterprising spirit, and possessed 
of great wealth, eame and settled at Rome ; led ptincipaDy by 
ambition, and hopes of attaining higbsr honours than 1m could 
expect at Tarqumii, where also he was eonsidered as an alien. 
He was the son of Demaratns, a Corinthian ; who, haviiig lef^ 
his native eeuatiy, in consequence of some kitestine commo-t 
lions, happened to fix his residence at Tarqninii, and, oianymg \ 
ibere, had two sons. Their names were Lucomo and Aruns. 
Lttcumo survived his father, and inherited all his pxoperty. 
Aruns died before the father, leaving ,a wife pregnant. The 
lather did not long survive his son ; and not loiowing that his 
d»E^ter-4a4aw was with child, he died without taking any 
notice of a grandson in his wiU ; so that the boy, who was bom 
after his gnnicUathiMr'sdeceMB, not being entitled to any share of 
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hb property, was called, from the poverty of hu iitaatkHi, Eg»* 
lias. Lacumo, on the other hand^ becoming jsole heir, was, \jf 
his richea, inspired with elevated notions ; ami these were much 
increased by his marriage with Tanaquil, a woman of the high- 
est distinction ; who coald not end are, with patience, that the 
rank of the man whom she had married should remain inferior 
to that of the family which gave her birth. As the Etrurians 
looked with contempt on Lucamo, the descendant of a foreign 
exile, she could not support the indignity, but, disregarding h^r 
natural attachment to her country, in comparison with the plea* 
sure of seeing her husband raised to an honourable rank, formed 
the design of removing from Tarquinii. Rome appeared best 
suited to her purpose. In a new state, where all nobility was of 
late date, and acquired by merit, she thought there would be 
room for a man of spirit and industry. She considered that 
Tatius, a Sabine, had enjoyed the throne ; that Numa had been 
called to the crown from Cures ; and that Ancus was of a Sa- 
bine family by his father, and could show only the single image 
of Numa to entitle him to nobility. It was not difficult to per- 
suade her husbapd, who was ambitious of honours, and had no 
natural attachment to Tarquinii, except through his mother, to 
enter into her designs. Wherefore, carrying their effects along 
with them, they set out together for Rome. They happened to 
come through the Janiculum : there, as he sat m the chariot 
with his wife, an eagle, suspending herself on her wings, stopp- 
ed gently, and took off his cap ; and; after hovering for some 
time over the chariot, with loud screams, replaced it in its pro- 
per position on his head, as if she had been sent by some deity 
to perform that office ; and then, flying up into the air disappear- 
ed. It is said, that this augury was received with great joy by 
Tanaquil, who was well skilled in cdestial prodigies, as the 
Etrurians ^nerally are. Embracing her husband, she desired 
him to cherish hopes of high atid magnificent fortune ; for that 
such a bird, from such a quarter of the heaven, the messenger 
of such a deity, portended no less : that it had exhibited the 
omen on the most elevated part of the human body, and had 
lifted up the ornament, placed on the head of man, in order to 
replace it on the same part» by direction of the gods. Full of 
these thoughts and expectations, they advanced into the city ; 
and having purchased a house there, they gave out his name as 
Lucius Tarquinius. The circumstance of his beine a stranger, 
and his wealth, soon attracted the general notice of the Romans : 
nor was he wanting, on his part, in aiding the efforts of fortune 
in his favour ; he conciliated the friendship of all, to the utmost 
of his power, by his courteous address, hospitable entertain- 
ments, and generous acts : at last his cliaracter reached even 
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dw polace. Having thus procured -wn introduction there, ho 
Boon improved it to such a degree, by his poiiteneee and dexterity 
in paying his court, that he was admitted to the privileges of 
familiar friendship, and was consulted in all afiairs, both public 
and private, foreign and domestic ; and having acqoittea him- 
self to satisfaction .in all, was at length, by the king*s will, 
appointed guardian to his children. Ancos reicrned twenty-four 
years, equal in renown, and in the arts both of peace and war, 
to -any of the former kings. 
\y 35. The sons of Ancus had now nearly reached the age of 
manhood ; for which reaaon Tarquinius the more earnestly press- 
ed that an assembly might be convened as speedily as possible 
for the election of a kin^. The proclamation for this purpose 
being issued, when the time approached, he sent tbe youths to a 
distance on a hunting paity He is said to have afforded the 
first instance of making way to the crown, by pa3ring court to 
the people ; and to have made a speech, composed for the pur- 
pose of gaining the affections of the populace ; telling them, 
that ** it was no new favour which he solibited : if that were the 
case, people might indeed be displeased and surprised : that he 
was not the first foreigner, but the third, who aimed at the 
government of Rome : that Tattus, from being not only a for- 
eigner, but even an enemy, was made king ; and Numa, entirely 
unacquainted witii the city, and not proposing himself as a can- 
didate, had been, from their own choice, invited to accept the 
crown : that he, as soon as he became his own master, had 
removed to Rome, with his vrife and all his substance : that he 
had spent the most active part of his life at Rome : that both in 
civil and military employments he had learned the Roman laws 
and Roman customs, under such a master as ought to be wished 
for, Kinff Ancus himself : that in duty and obedience to the 
king, he liad vied with all men ; in kindness toward others, with 
the king himself." As these assertions were no more than the 
truth, the people unanimously consented that he should be elected 
king. [A. U. C. 138, B. C. 6 14. J And this was the reason that 
tiiis man, of extraordinary merit in other respects, retained, 
through the whole couro^ of his reign, the same affectation of 
popularity which he had used in suing for the crown. For the 
purpose of strengthening his own authority, as well as of in- 
creasing the power of the commonwealth, he added a hundred 
to the number pf the senate, who afterward were entitled " mi- 
norum gentium," i. e., of the younger families ; and necessarily 
constituted a party in favour of the king, by whose kindness they 
fiad been brought into the senate. His first war was with the 
Latinos, from whom he took the city Appiolse by storm ; and 
havmg brought from thence a greater quantity of booty than 



hftd been, expected, hem a war of so little consequence, lie es^ 
lubited games in a more expensive and ^endid manner than 
any of the former kinga. On that occasion the ground was 6r8t- 
marked out for the civcos, which ia. now called ** maximus*" (the 
principal.) in which certain divisona were set apart for the aena^ 
tors and knights, where each were to build seats for themselves, 
which were called fori (benches). They, ramained, during the 
exhibition, on these seats, aupoorted by piecesof timber, twelve 
feet high from the ground ; the games consisted of horseraces 
and the performances of wrestlers, collected mostly firora Etru- 
ria ; and from that time continued to be celebrated annoaUy^ 
beinff termed the Roman, and, sometimes, the great games. 
By we same king, lots^for building were assigned- te priFatepeiv- 
sons, round th# forum, where porticoes and aKoua wereereoted. 

36. He intended also to nav«i surrounded the ci^. with a. 
stone wail, but a war with the Sabinea intermpted Ina deaiffns :• 
and so suddenly did this break Qut» that the enemy passed the 
Anio before the Roman troops could march out to meet them 
and stop their progress. This produced a great alarm, at Rome ; 
and, in the first engagement, the yictory remained undecided^ 
after great slau^ter on both sides. The enemy iJterwaxd hav* 
ing retired to their camp, and allowed the Romans time to ]^^ 
pare for the war anew, Tar(|aiiitus, observing that the piincipai 
defect of his army was the want of cavalry, resolved to add 
other centuries to the Ramnenaes, Titienaes^. and Lucerea, in- 
stituted by Romulus, and to leave tbom distinguished byhis own 
name. As Romulus, when he iirat formed this institution, had 
made use of augury, Accius NsBviuSf a celebrated augur at thii;. 
time, insisted that no alteration <»* addition could be made to it, 
without the sanction of the birds. The kin^. was highly dia* 
pleased at this ; and, in ridicule of the ajrt^ said, as we are told, 
" Come, you diviner» discover, by yonr augury, whether what I 
am now thinking of c^ be accomplished." The other, havine 
tried the matter according to the rules of augnry, and declared 
that it could be accomplished, ** Well," said be, '* what I waa 
thinking of was, whether you could ct^t a wbetatone in two 
with a razor. Take these, then, snd n^orm what- your birds 
portend to be practicable." On wbicn, as the atoiy goes, he, 
without any dimculty, cut the whetstone. There was a statue 
of Accius, with a fillet on his head, in the place where the trans- 
action happened, in the comitium* or place of assc^pobly, just on 
the steps, at the left hand side of the senate»honae. It is also 
said, that the wbetatone was fixed in the same place, there to re< 

• The comitium was a part of the Roman forum, where, in early times, 
assemblies of the people were held ; and the assemblies of the curi» 
always. 



HISTORY OP KWV. — ^BOOK I. 91 

main, as a monument of this miracle, to posterity. This is cer- 
tain, that the respect paid to auguries, and the office of augisrs, 
rose so high, that, from that time forth, no business, either of 
war or peace, was undertaken without consulting the birds: 
meetings of the people, imbodying of armies, the most impor- 
tant concerns of the state, were postfKmed when the birds did 
i^ot allow them. Nor did Tarqninius then make any change in 
the number of the centuries of the knights, but douUed the 
number in each ; so that there were one thousand eight hundred 
men in the three centuries. The additional men were only dis- 
tinguished by the appellation of the younger prefixed to the 

' original names of their centuries ; and these, at present, for 
they have been since doubled, are called the sis centuries. 

37. Haying augmented this part of his army, he came to a 
second enga^ment with the Sabines. And here, besides that 
the Roman army had an addition of strength, a stratagem also 
was made use of, which the enemy, with all their vi^ance, 
could not elude. A number of men were sent to throw a great 
quantity of timber, which lay on the bank of the Anio, into the 
river, after setting it on &re ; and the wind being favourable, the 
blazing timber, most of which was placed on rafts, being driT<> 
en against the piers, where it stuck fast, burned, down the 
bridge. This event not only struck terror into the Sabines 
during the fight, but prevented their retreating when they be- 
took themselves to flight, so that great numbers who had escaped 
the enemy, perished m the river ; and their arms being known 
at the city, as they floated in the Tiber, gave certam assurance 
of the victory, sooner almost than any messenger could arrive. 
In that battle the cavalry gained extraoidinaiy honour. We are 
told, that being posted on bpth wings, when the line of their in- 
fantry which formed the centre was obliged to give ground, 
they made so furious a charge on the flanks of the enemy, that 
they not only checked the Sabine legions, who were vigorously 
pressing the troops which gave way., but quickly put them to 
the route. The Sabines fled precipitately toward the moun- 
tains, which but few of them reached. The greatest part, as 
has been mentioned, were driven by the cavalry into the river. 
Tarquinius, iudging it proper to pt)rsue the enemy closely, 
before they should recover from their dismay, as soon as he had 

- sent off the booty and prisoners to Rome, and burned the spoils, 
collected together in a great heap, according to a vow which be 
had maide to Vulcan, proceeded to lead his army forward into 
the Sabine territories. On the other hand, the Satnnes, though 
they had met with a defeat, and had no reason to hope that they 
should be able to retrieve it, yet, their circumstances not allow- 
ing time for deliberation, advanced to meet him, with snah 
uv. vot. I. — F 



01 titr. 

tEoops as ihey had hastily levied ; and being tooted a second 
time, and reduced almoat to ruin, they sued' for peace. 
\^'38. Oollatia, and all the land around that city, was taken 
fr^n the Sabines, and £g>erios, son to the king's brother, was 
left there with a garrison. This was the manner, as I under- 
stand, in which the people of CoUstia came under the dominioa 
of the Romans, and this was the form of the rorrender. The 
king asked, ** Are ye ambassadors end deputies On behalf of the 
people of Collatia, to sonender yourselves, and the people of 
Collatial*'*— ^ We are,'*—" Are the people of Collatia m their 
own disposal 1"—" They are."— ^* Do ye sprtender yourselves 
and the people of Collatia, together with your city, lands,' wa- 
ters, boundaries, temples, utensils, all property bodi sacred and 
common, under my dominion, and that of the Roman people T^* — 
«* We do sunender them."—" Well, I receive them." The 
Sabine war being thus conchided,Tarquinius returned m triumph 
to Rome. Soon after this, he made war on the ancient Latines, 
during which there happen^ nQ general engagement. By lead- 
ing about his army to the several towns, he reduced the whole 
Latine race to subjection. Comiculum, old Ficulnea, Cameria, 
Crustmnerium, Ameriola, Mednllia, Npmentum, all these, which 
either belonged to the ancient Latines, or had revolted to them, 
were taken, and soon after peace was re-established. He then 
Bpplied himself to virorks of peace, with a degree of spirit, 
which even exceeded the efforts that he had made in war : so 
that the people enjoyed little more rest at home 'than they had 
during tlM3 campaigns : for he set about surrounding with a wall 
of stone those parts of the city which he had not already forti- 
fied ; which won had been interrupted, at the beginning, by the 
war of the Sabines. The lower parts of the city about the 
fomm, and the other bolIowB that lay between the hills, from 
whence it was difficult to discharge the water, by reason of their 
situation, he drained, by means of sewers drawn on a slope 
down to the Tiber. He also marked out, and laid the founda- 
tions for enclosinff a court round the temple of Jupiter, in the 
Capitol, which he had vowed during the Sabine war, his mind 
already presaging the future magnificence of the place. 

39. About that time a prodigy was seen in the palace, won- 
deriUl, both in the appearance and in the event. They relate 
that, whilst a boy, whose name was Servius Tullius, lay asleep, 
bis head biased with fire, in the sight of many people ; that, by 
tiw loud cii^s of astonishment, occamoned by such a miraculous 
appearance, the king and queen were alarmed ; and that when 
some of the servants brought water to extinguish it, the queen 
prevented them ; and having quieted the uproar, forbade the 
boy to be disturbed mitil he awoke of his own accord. In a 
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short -time, on liis awikemo^ the fleme 4iMp|^6tred. Then 
"Tanaqail, calling her husband aside to a piiTale f^ce, said to 
him, *' Do you see this boy, whom we educate in such anhumfale 
style 1 Be assured that he will hereafter prove a Ugbt to dispel 
a gloom which will lie heaTj on our affiiirs, and. will be the sup- 
port of our palace in distress. Let us, therefore, wuh ever? 
deme of attention that we can bestow, nounsh this plant, which 
is, nereafter, to become the greatest omaaient to our family, and 
our state." From that time they treated tbs boy as if he were 
their own child and had him instnicted in aill those liberal arts 
by which the mind is qualified to support high mnk with dignity. 
That is easily brought to pass which is pTea^ng to the gods. 
The youth proved to be of a dispositioa truly royal, so that 
when Tarquinios -came to look for a.60ii-in4aw, thne wa» not 
one amonc[ the Roman youth who could be set in compeotioo 
with him, m any kind of merit ; and to him Taiquiuue betroth- 
ed his dauj^r. This cztraoidinaiy honour conferred on him, 
whatev^ might be the reason for it, will not let us beUeve that 
he was bom of a slave, and had himself been a slave^ in h» 
childhood : I am rather inclined to be of their opinion, who say 
that, when Corniculum was taken, the wife of Servius Tultiw, 
the principal man in that city, being pregnant when her husband 
was slain,, and beinff known among the rest ef the prison^s, and, 
on account of her mgh rank, exempted from servitude by ^ 
Koman queen, was ddivered of a son at Rome, m the boose of 
Tarquinius Priscus: that, m consequence of such 'kind treat- 
ment, an intimacy grew between the ladies, and that the boy 
also, being brouglbt up in the house from his infancy, was high- 
ly belov^ and respected; and that the circumstance of nis 
mother having fallen into the enemy's hands, on the taking of 
her native city^ gave rise to the opinion of his beipg hem of a 
slave. 

40. About the thirty-ekrhth year of the reign of Tarquinius, 
Servius Tullus stood m the highest degree ot estimation, not 
only with the king, but with the senate and commons. At this 
time, the two sons of Ancus, although they had before this al^ 
ways considered it as the highest indignity . that they should 
be expelled from the throne of their father, by the perfidy of 
their guardian, and that the sovereignty of Rome should be en- 
joyed by a stranger, whose family, so far from being natives of 
the city, were not even iiatives of Italy, yet now felt their indig- 
nation rise to a higher pitch of violence, at the wobability that 
the crown was not to revert to them even after Tarquinius. but 
was to continue to sink one step after another, until it feU on the 
head of a slave : so that, within the space of little more than a 
hundred years from the time when Romulus, descended frou 
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the deity, and hnnself a deitf, had, duritig his abode on earth, 
held the gorenunent, a slave, the son of a slaye, should now get 
possession of it. They looked on it as a disgrace to the no- 
man name in general, and particularly to their own house, if, 
while there was male issue of Kin^ Ancns surviving, the 
government of Rome should be prostituted not only to stran- 
gers, bat to slaves. They determined, therefore, to prevent 
this dishonour by the sword. But resentment for tt^e injury 
which they had suffered stimulated them strongly to attack Tar- 
quinios himself, rather than Servios ;' and also the consideration 
tnat the king, if he survived, would be able to take severer 
vengeance for any murder committed than a private person 
could ; «nd that, besideis, were $ervius put to death, it was to 
be expected that whatever other son-in-law he might choose, 
would be made heir of the kingdom : ibr these reasons, the^ 
formed a plot against the king himself; for the execution or 
which, two of the most undaunted of the shepherds were cho- 
sen, who, armed with the iron tools of husbandmen, which they 
were used to cany, pretended a quarrel in the porch of the 
fttlace, and attracted by their outrageous behaviour the atten- 
tion of all the king's attendants^: then both appealing to the 
kin^, and their clamour having reached the palace, they were call- 
ed m, and brought before him. At first, they both bawled aloud, 
and each furiously abused the other, until, being rebuked by a 
tictor, and ordered to speak in their turns, they desisted from 
failing. Then, as they had concerted, one began to explain the . 
a&ir ; and while the king, attentive to him, was tamed quite to 
that side, the. other, raising up his axe, struck it into his head, 
and leaving the weapon in tM wound, they both rushed out of 
the hboQe. 

41. Whilst the persons present raised up Tarquinius, vfho 
scarcely retained any sigqs of life, the hctors seized the assas- 
sins, who were endeavouring to escape. An uproar immediately 
ensued, and the people Tan together in crowds, surprised, and 
esj^er to be informea of what had happened. Tanaquil, during 
this tumult, turned out every person nom the palace, and or- 
dered the' doors to be shut, and at the same time appeared to 
be very busy in procuring such things as were necessary for the 
dressing of the wound, as if there were reason to hope ; nor did 
she ne^ect to provide other mbans of safety, in case her hopes 
should fail. Sending instantly for Servius, and showing him 
her husband just expiring, she laid hold of his ri^ht hand, besought 
him that he would not suffer the death of his father-in-law to 
pass unrevenged, nor his mother-in-law to be exposed to the 
msults of their enemies. " Servius," said she, *Vif vou act as a 
Btto, the kmgdom is yours, and not theirs, who, by the hands of 
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ftlieni hmte p«qp»tnled tbe bMwt of oimw. Gsll fertb your 
best exertion*, and foUow the geidsace of the gods, wbo^ fop- 
merly, by the dirine fire which they tpfoad around yonr head^ 
gave an evident indicatioii that it woidd afterwaida.be crowned 
with glezy. Now let that he^yenlY flame rouae yoo. Now 
awake to jeal glory. Wo, though roiei^piera, have reigned be- 
fore yon. Consider your fHreeent aitaatioii, not of what ftimi^ 
you are q>rttng. If the auddenoeas of thia OTont daftiTe yoa 
of the power of forming plana of yoor c»wb. then follow mine." 
When the clamour and vioienee of the populace cvM haidbr be 
withatood, Tanaqnil addressed them &om the upper iMrt of tho 
pa^ce, through the windows facing the new atreet & for the king 
resided near the temple of Jupiter Stator. 3he desired them 
** not to be disheartened :" told them that '* the king had been 
stunned by a sudden blow ; that the weapon had not aunk deep 
into his body ; that be had come to himaelf again ; that when 
the blood was wiped off, the wOund had been eaumined, and all 
aippeaxwacBa were iarouraMe ; that ahe hoped he might be ablo 
to show himaelf to them again in a few days ; and that, in the 
meantime, he commanded the people to obey the ord^s of 
Senrius Tullius ; 4bat he would administer justice, and aopply 
the king*s nlace in other departments." Servius came forth in 
the robe ol state, attended by the lictora, and seating himself on 
the king's throne, adjudged some causes, and, concerning others* 
pretended that he would conselt tiie king. Thus, though Tar- 

auinius had already expired, his death was concealed for several 
ays ; while Serrius, under the appearance of supplying tho 
{>lace of another, strengthened his own interest. Tfioi, at 
ength, the truth being made public, and loud lamentationa 
raised in the palace, Servius, supported by a strong guard, with 
the approbation of the senate, took possession of the kingdom, 
being the first who attained the .sovereignty without the orders 
of w people. The sons of Ancus, as soon as they found thai 
the instruments of their villany w^e seized, and.undei8tood.that 
the king was alive, and that the interest of Servius was so strong, 
had gone into exile to Suessa Pometia. 

43. And now Servius laboured to confirm his authority, [A. 
U. C. 176, B. C. 676] not only by schemes of a public, but by 
others of a private naturo. And lest the sons of Tarqninius 
should entertain the same sentiments of rosentment against-him, 
which had animated the sons of Ancus against Tarquinius, he 
joined his two daughters in marriage to the young princes, the 
Tarquinii, Lucius and Aruns. But by no human devicea could 
he broak through the unalterable decreea of fate, or prevent envy 
of the sovereign power from raiainff diacord and animosity, even 
among those of his own family^ Very seasonable for preserving 
LIV. VOL. I. — »* 
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stabilitj to the prefcnt ettablifliiment, war was undertaken a^innl 
the Veientiana, the truce with tbem having expired, and againet 
the Etmriana. In that war, both the valour and the good fortune 
of TuUios were very conepicooua : .and, after vanquishing a 
powerful army of the enemy, he returned to Rome, no longer 
considering his antbority-as precarious, whether it were to de- 
pend on die disposition of the patricians toward himself, or on 
that of the commons. He then entered on an improvement in 
civiTpolity of ^e utmost importance, intending that, as Numa 
had been the founder of snch institutions as related to the wor- 
shro of the gods, so^ posterity should 'celebrate Servius, as the 
author of every distinction between the members of the state ; 
and of that subordination of ranks, by means of which, the limits 
between the several de^es of dignity and fortune are exactly 
ascertained : for he instituted the census, an ordinance of the 
most salutary consequence, in an empire that was to rise to Such 
a pitch of greatness ; according to which, the several services 
requisite in war and peace were to be discharged, not by every 
person indiscriminately, as formerly, but accoraing to the pro^ 
portion of their several properties. He then, according to the 
census, formed the plan of the classes and centuries, and the 
arrangement which subsists at present, calculated to preserve 
regularity and propriety in all transactions either of peace or 
war. 

43. [A. U. C. 197, B. C. 555.] Of those who possessed a 
hundred thousand asses,* or morn, he formed eighty centuries ; 
forty elder, and the same number of younger.f The collective 
body of these was denominated the first class. The business 
of the elder was to guard the city ; that of the younger, to cany 
on war abroad. The arms which they were ordered to provide 
were, a helmet, shield, greaves, coat of mail, all of brass — these 
for the defence of the body : their weapons of offence were, a 
spear and a sword. To this class were added two centuries of 
artificers, who were to serve without arms : the service allotted 
to them was to attend the machines in war. The fortune fixed 
for the second class was from a hundred down to seventy-five 
thousand asses :t of these, elder and younger, were formed 
twenty centuries : the arms for these were, a buckler instead of 
a ahield, and all the rest, except the coat of mail, the same with 
the former. The fortune of the third class he fixed ai fifty 
thousand asses :^ the number of centuries was the same, and 
these regulated by the same distinctions of age ; nor was any 

* ZSOi. 18t. 4d. •ceonHnff to Dr. Arbuthnot's calculatloii. 
t Tha elder consisted of thoee who had sttaiDed to foitr-siz ytart of 
age ; the younffer, from seventeen to forty-sU. 
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» BMde in llieir arms, 01^7 tlie greaves wete taken from 
tliem. In the fouith cbtss Uie fartaiie was twenty-^five tbonsuid 
•sees :* the same number of centuries was formed : their arms 
were different ; they were allowed none but s spear and a bttckler. 
The fifth class was lai^er ; it contained tiurty centuries : ^ese 
oained slings and stones, which they were to throw. Among 
these, the eztraordinsiies, tmmpeten, snd fifers, were distributed 
into three centuries : this ckue was rated st eieven thousand 
%SBe8.t The rest of the popukee were comprehended under an 
estimate4ower than this, and of them was formed one centtoy, 
exempted from military service. The foot forces being thus 
distineoiahed and armed, he enrolled twelve centuries of horse- 
men from among the principal persons of the state. He formed, 
likewise, six other centuries, out of the tloee instituted by Ro^ 
mulus ; preserving still ike oiigjtnal names under which they 
had been incorporated. <Ten thousand assest were gWen these 
out of the public funds, to purchase hones ; and certain widows 
were appomted, who were to pay them annually two thousand 
•sses^ each, towards the maintenance of their horsee. In all 
these instances, the burden was taken off kom the poor, and 
laid on the rich. To make ^ latter some amende, additional 
honours were confoned on them : for henceforth suffrages were 
given, not according to the mode established by Romakis, and 
retained by the other kin^ man by man promiscuously, with 
equal weight, and equal pnvtleges ; but de^es of precedency 
were established in such a manner, that, while no one appeared 
to be excluded from giving his suffiage, still the whole power 
was lodged in the chiefs of the state : the knights being first 
called, uien the ^hty centuries o( the higher class. If there 
was a difference of opinion among these, which seldom hap- 
pened, Uien the centunes of the second class were to be called ; 
and scarcely ever did an instance occur of their descending be- 
Tond this, so as to coitae to the lowest classes. Nor ought it to 
be wondered at that the arrangement, which subsists at pi«sent, 
after the tribes had been increased to thirty-five, and the number 
of them abnost doubled, does not agree in the number of cen- 
turies younger and elder, with the amount of those instituted by 
Servius TuUius : for the city being laid out mto four divisions, 
according to the several quarters and hills, (the parts that were 
inhabited,) these were what he called tribes, I suppose from the 
tribute ; for th^ mode of the peopte's paying their shares of this, 
in an equal proportion to their rated property, took its rise also 
from him : nor had these tribes any relation to the number and 
distribution of the centuries. 

44. When the census was completed, which he had expedi- 

*SOL14m,7± t3U:iO«.5d | 322. &. 1(M. % 6L 9b, 20, 
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negkct to Bitend it, with denaaeiatioiu of eoBfineneDft and 
death, he iseoed a piochmetton, thet all citisene of Rome, hono 
and foot, thould aeaembie kt the GaaofKio Martiaa at the dawn 
of day, each in lue loapective ccntoiy : cni faima^ there drawn 
op the whole aimy in order, he pedormed the kwttatioii or pmi- 
iicatioa of it, by the ceremoiiiea and eaciifieee called Soovetan- 
liiia.* Thia was oaOed the cloemg of the Inatrais, becaoso it 
was the concluaion. of the cenaoa. la that aorfO^, eighty tbo»- 
aand citiieoa are said to bive been rated. Fabrae Pictor, the 
raoet ancient of our wxitera, adde^ that thia waa the nambn* of 
thoae who were able to bear aima^ To accommodate to groat 
a xwdtitBde, it wea found neeeaniy to enlarge the eitf in pro- 
portion: headdedtoit,tl»i8i<TO,twohaia,theQuiriiialand Vi- 
mtnal ; and immediately ad^oiniiig Om lattar, extended the limita 
of the Eaquihvyand tbeio fixed hia own loaidence, in order to 
bring the place into repute. He aunoonded the city with a 
lamput, tienchea, and a wall, and tbua extended the PooHnriom. 
Tkiee who consider merely the etymology of the word, e^lain 
PonuBrium at denoting a space on the ouUide of the wall, Poat- 
moeriom : bat it iaa Mace imthor en each side of the wall, which 
the Etnniana, Iwmer^, on the founding of cities, consecrated 
with the ceremoniea need by augurs^ in the dir^tioa wherein 
they intended the wall should run, of a certahi breadth on both 
sides of it ; with the intention that, on the inside, no buil^hnsa 
should be Mected cloee to the walls, though now they are, m 
many places, joined to them ; and also that, on the outside, a 
oertain space of gioand riiould lie open and unoccupied This 
ipace, which it waa onkwiul* either to inhabit or to tiB, the Ro- 
mans called Pomcerium ; net because it was on the outside of 
the waU, any mere than because the wall waa on the outside of 
it : and always, on occasion of an addition being made to tho 
city, as far aa they intended that the walla should adrance out- 
ward, so far these sacred limits were extended. 

46. Having increased the power of the state by this enlaigo- 
ment of the city, and made eveiy internal regulation that ap- 
peared best adapted to the exigencies both of war and peace, 
the king, who wished that the acquisition of power should not 
always depend on the mere force of arms, laid a scheme for ex- 
tendmg his dominions, by the wisdom of his councils, and rai- 
sing, at the same thus, a conspicuous ornament to the city. 
The ten^le of Diana, at Ephesos, was at that time uniretsally 
celebrated ; and it waa commonly believed that it had been 

to^riSS to mSJ?*"* ^^ ^ roaadthe army, were o&rad 
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bmHlij ft gtmnl eontnlNitMii from tiie aeiwrftl etsOes «f Asiti 
Servios, in coaventtioii with the chief men of the Latines, with 
whom he had tkken peine to form-connexions of hoepitalitf and 
friendship, both ift hi» public and private capacity, need frequent- 
ly, in the etrongeet terme; to.reconmiend concord and a social 
union betwecm their seveFal gods ; and, by often repeating the 
eame sentiments, prevailed so far, at. last, that the Latino states 
agreed to build ^ in conjunction with the Roman people, a temple 
to Diana at Rome. This was an acknowledgment that Rome 
was the sovereign head of both nations ; a point which had been 
flo often dispnted in arms. But though the Latines, finding aS 
their efibrts in war iaefiectoal, seemed now to have throvm aside 
^1 concern with regard to that matter, yet among the Sabines 
one parUealar person did not neglect an opportonity, which 
seemed to be thrown in his way by foitune^'of recovering inde* 
pendence, by the ezeeutbn of a scheme which he fdann^ him- 
self, it is related, that this person, the head of a family, had a 
heifer calf of eztiaordmary size and beauty produced by oim of 
his cows : her horns, Which remained for many ages fixed on 
the porch of the temple • of Diana, were a monument df this 
wonder. The matter was -considered -in the light of a prodigy, 
as it deserved ; and the soothsayers declared that sovereignty 
would reside in that state whose sQbjeet should sacrifice this 
heifer to Diana : and this prediction haid reached the ean of the 
priest who had the charge of Diana's temple. The ISafoine, as 
sopn as he had fixed on a {Hroper day for the sacrifice, drove the 
heifer to Rome, brought her to the temple of Diana, and placed 
her before the altar : the priest, suspecting the truth, fix>ra the 
size of the victim, o( which he had heard tio much, cuid remem- 
bering the prediction, addressed the Sabine thus : '' Stmi^|er« 
what are you preparing to do'1 To perform sacrifice to Diana 
without the necessary purification I Why do you notfirst dip your- 
self in a running stream 1 The Tiber flows along in the bottom 
of that vale.** The stranger, struck with the scruple, and anx- 
ious to have ererj thing performed in dne order, that the event 
might answer to the prodigy, went down from the temple to the 
Tiber. In the meantime, the Roman sacrificed the heifer to 
Diana : a circumstance which gave great pleasmre to the king, 
and to the whole state. 

46. Servius, though long possessioii had now rendered his title 
to the erown indisputable, yet having heard that young Taiw 
qginius sometimes threw out insinuations that he held the gov- 
ernment without the order of the people, first ingratiated hhnself 
with the commons, by making a general distribution among them 
of the lands taken from the enemy ; and then ventured to pro- 
pose tho question to the people, whether they *' chose aad or* 
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witb gjretter umnuni^ than hwi ever before appeirad on m 
Bimikr occaopa Bui tbe event did not leeeeo the hopes which 
Tarqainiiie bad eonceiiEfdf ef being aUe to leal buneelf on 
the thioiie : oa the eontmy, hvm% obeerved tfaet the pro- 
ceedinfi relative to the lands for t£e eoaomone vera faighljr 
diaaffTMable to the patncians, he embfaced the anon eager- 



ly & oppoctunitj which this afleided him, of amJ^niDg tke 
conduct of Senrins befece them, and of incnaaing ks mm iu- 
fluence in the senate. ThisjrouqglnanwasDatanlly of a fieij 
ten^t* and his restless spirit was eonliniiaBj atimuhited at 
home iy hie wile TuUia: and the palace at Rome waa destined 
to exhibit a aeene of tragical viUaiqi^ ; ao that, disgnated aft 
)da^ the peo|de migfat bMome more ripe fiw the aaseiting of 
Iheir liberty, and that a reign foanded in wickedness should 
prove the last Whethw this Lucina Taiqutniu% was tho son or 
grandson of Twquiniue Priseoa, is not cloar ; fbliowiqg, bow- 
ever, the authority of the greater number, I have choeen to cafl 
him bis son. He' bad a biotber, Anms Tarquinios, a youth of 
• mild diaposition : to theee two, as has already been mentioned^ 
were mairied (be two Tullias, the king's daugbtera, who wkn 
dso of widely different tempers. It l^ppened, luckily, d^t the 
ftwo violent dispoaitiona were not united m wedlock, owing, I pro- 
same, to the good fortune of the Roman people, that tto reisn 
of Servius being lengthened, the mannen of the pesfilo nii^ 
be fully formed. The haughty Tullia was bi|^y chagrined at 
finding in her husband no principle eithei of wibition or enter- 
wr Jse : she turned, therefore, her whole regard toward the other 
Tarquiniua i him she admired : htm she called a man, and a 
true descendant of tho royal Mood : her sister she despised, who 
having got a man for her husband, ahowed nothing of that spirit 
of entopiise whidi became a woman. Similanty of disposi^ 
tion quickly produced an intimacy between them, aa is generally 
the case : evil is fittest to consort with its like. But it was the 
woman who set on foot the scene id univenal confiiaion'whicb 
foilowed. In the many private conversations which ahe used to 
bold with h«- sister^s husband, she refirained not from throwing 
out the most violent reproachea againat her own, to his brother, 
and against her sister, to that sister's husband ; affimung, thai 
** it were better that both ho and she were unmarried, than to be 
BO unsuitably motidied ; that through the stupidi^ of others, 
they were condemned to a life of inactivity. If the gods had 
granted her such a husband as she deserved, quickly would be 
seen in her own house that crown which was now on her father's 
head." She soon inspired the young man witb notions as dee- 
pwato as her own. Aruna Tarquiniua, and the younger Tulba, 
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i^rn« almcMt ittnediMely after, and tinia tearing nom in Ihik 
Ikmifiea for new nuptiala, tiMBy wentf joined in matrinwngr, i3«c<ri- 
OS rather net obstructing than approving of the matok. 

47. From that time Ibrweid, Tidlins, now in an advanced 
age, found himaelf daily exposed to new disqaietudea, and hia 
authority to new daagen ; lor Tnliia now piepared* to ptoeeed 
from one wickedneea to aootber* and never eeaied, either night 
or day, teasing her husband not to let the nanicidea wlueh they 
liad oommitted pass without efiect. ** She wanted n«t,'* she 
aaid, "a person who shoold give her the name of a wile, or vriKk 
whom she might, in silence, submit to bondage ; what she de* 
aired was, one who would eonaider himself as worthy of the 
throne ; who would remember that he was the son of Tai^oin* 
ina Priflcna ; who would prefer the preaent poa ses sie n to distant 
hopee oC a kingdom. If you be such a man as i taok yon iftt^ 
iHdien I married you, I address you by the titles of my husband^ 
and my king : if not, my condition is now changed so fcr fet 
the worse, that in yon, tagether with poverty of spitit^ I find 
viUany united. Why not proceed in the buaineas \ You ate 
Botobliged to set out from Cormth or Tirqmnii, as your Mwr 
was, to stmg^e for foreign kingdoms. The gods of your ftoH 
fly, and those of yoor native country, and your fatfaer'a imege, 
and the xoyal palace in which yon reside, and the royal throne 
in thit palace, and tftte name of Tarqomius, these eonstiteto yoe, 
and call you king. Or, if yoa. have not a apiht daring enough 
for such an enterprise, why deceive the nation ? Why assume 
the figure of a youth of royal blood ! Get you hence to Tar^ 
quinii, or to ConnUi. Sink back again into the original obscuii*^ 
ty of your race ; fitter to be compared with your brother than 
with 3rour father." With these, and other such reproaches and 
incenti^res, she spinred on the young man ; nor could she her- 
self, with any degree of patience, endnre the reflection that Tan- 
aquil, a foreign womsn, had by her spirited exertions scquired 
such consequence, as to be sble to dispose of the kingdom 
twice successively ; fimt, to her hnaband, and next, to her son- 
in-law ; while she, sprung from royal Uood, was to have no in- 
fluenee in bestowing it, or taking it away. Taiqoinius, hurried 
on by the phrensy infused into mm by t^is woman, went round 
among the patriciana, particularly these of the younger femilies, 
and solicited their interest ; put them in mind > of his father's 
kindness to them, and demanded a requital of it ; enticed the 
young men by presents ; and endeavoured to increase his con- 
sequence on every occasion, both by magnificent promises on 
his part, and by heavy charges of misconduct against the kin^. 
At length, judging the season ripe for the accomnlishment of hta 
pvipossb he nuhed suddenly into the forom, attended by a bwi4 



of Mrmed ment and, white all were etraek motionlees wi& ter- 
. ntf proceeded tiiroofAi it, and then seating himself on the king't 
throne in the senate-house, ordered the senators to be smnm<m- 
ed bjr a herald, to attend their king Tarquinins. They assem- 
bled ini^tantly, some haying been prepared before for the. occa^ 
sion, others dreading ill consequences to themselTes in case 
they did not attend ; for they were fiOed with amazement at the 
noTelty and strangeness of me nroceediifg, and thought the case 
of Servius utterly desperate. Then Tarqutnias, banning his 
inyectiYes with reflections on the king's immediate ancestors, 
represented him as a'" slaye, the son ^ a slave, who, after the 
untimely iLeath of his parent^ without an interregnum being ap- 
pointed as usual, without an election being held, had taken pos- 
session of the throne, not in consequence of a vote of the peo- 
ple, or of the ap|vobation of the senate, but as the gift of a wo- 
man. Being thus descended, and thus created lung, ever fa- 
vouring the lowest dass of people, to which he himself belonged, 
he had, through an uitqnitl^ to the honourable descent of others, 
taken away the lands from the chief men in the state, and dis- 
tributed toem among the very meanest. All the burdens which 
heretofore had been borne in common^ he had thrown on those 
of highest rank. He had instituted the (Census, in order thai 
the ^unes of the more wealthy might be more conspicuously 
exposed to envy, and become a ready fund, out of which he 
could, when he chose, give bribes te the most needy." 

48. In the midst of this harangue, Servius, having been 
alaimed by an account of the disturtwice, entered, and immedi- 
atelvt from the porch of the senate-houSse, called out with a loud 
voice, ** What is the matter here, Tarquinius 1 How dare you 
presume, while I am alive, to convene the senate, or -sit on my 
throne?" To this the other, in a determined tone, Teplied, 
that ** the seat which he occupied was the seat of his own fa- 
ther: that, as the king's son, he was much better entitled to in* 
herit the throne than a slave ; and that he (Servius) had been 
suffered long enough to insult his masters with arbitrary inso- 
lence." A clamorous dispute immediately began between the 
partisans of each ; the people ran together in crowds into the 
senate-house, and it became evident that the possession of the 
throne depended on the issue of this contest. On this, Tar^ 
qoinius, compelled now by necessity to proceed to the last ex- 
tremity, having greatly the advantage in point of age and strength, 
caught Servius by the middle, and carrying htm out of the sen- 
ate-house, threw him from the top to the bottom of the staiis, 
and then returned to keep the senators together. The king's 
officers and attendants fled immediately. He himself, being 
^perately hurt, attempted, with the royal retinue, who wen 
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tcnified almost to death, to retire to his house/ and had arrived 
at the head of the Cyprian street, when he was slain by some, 
who had been sent thither for that purpose by Tarqninias, and 
had overtaken him ki his flight. It is believed, other instances 
of her wickedness rendering it credible, that tiiis was done by 
the advjce of TuUia. It is certain, for there is sufficient proof 
of the fact, that she drove into the forum in her chariot ; and, 
. without being abashed at such a multitude of men, called out 
her husbandirem the senate-house, and was the first who salu- 
ted him king. She was then ordered by^im to withdraw from 
stteh a. tumult ; abd when in her return home, she arrived at the 
head of the Cyprian >street, where the enclosura of Diana latehr 
stood, as the chariot turned to the right towards the Virbiaa hill, 
in order to drive up to- the Esquilian mount, the person who 
drove the iiorscs stopped and drew in t-be reins, and showed hit 
mistress the murdered Servius lying on the ground. Her beha* 
viour on this occasion is represented as inhuman and shock* 
i&g ; and the place bears testimony to it, being thence called the 
Wicked street, where Tullia, divested of all feeling, agitated 
by the Furies, the avengers of her sister and husband, is said to 
have driven her chariot over her father's corpse, and to ha:¥e caiw 
ried on her bloody vehicle part of the body and the blood of 
that parent, with which she herself was also sprinkled and stain- 
ed, to the household sods of her and her husband's family^ through 
whose resentment followed, shortly after, a train of event suited 
to the iniquitous commencement of this reign. Servius Tullius 
reigned forty-four years, during which his- conduct was such, 
that even a good and moderate successor would have found it 
difficult to support a competition with him. This circumstance 
also still farther enhanced his fame, that, together with him, per- 
ished all regular and legal government. Mild and moderate as 
hk administration was, yet, because the government was lodsed 
in the hands of a single person, some auSiors teU us he intended 
to have resigned it, lud not the wickedness of hia family broken 
(^ the designs which he meditated for establishing the liberty of 
his country. 

49. [A. U. C. 220, B. C. 532.] Thus began the reign of 
Lucius Tarquitiius, who, from his subsequent bwiaviour, acquired* 
the surname of the Proud; for this unworthy son-in-law prohib- 
ited the burial of tiie king, alleging that Romulus likewise had. 
wmained unburied. The principal senators, whom he suspected 
of favouring the interest of Servius, he put to death ; and.soon^ 
becoming apprehensive that the precedent of acquiring the crown 
lyy wicked means might be adopted, from his own practice, 
against himself, he kept an armed band about him for the secu- 
jSij of his person : for he had no kind of title to the cMmn,.hiit 
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that of force, holding it neither by order of the [M^e, nor with 
the approbation of the senate. And betides this, a» he coold 
pibce no reliance on the affection of his sabjectSf he was oMiged 
to raise, in ^eir fears, a fence to his anthontj. In <»der to di^ 
iidse these the more eztensiVel;f, he tock entirety into his ovm 
hands Uie cognizance of capital offences, which he determiiMd 
without consulting any person whatever ; so that he could put 
to death, bani^ or impose fines, not only on tiiose whom he ens- ' 
pected or disliked, but on persons with respect to whom he could 
We no other view ||ian that of plunder. Having, by these 
meanir diminished the number of' toe senate, against whom hie 
proceedtn|rs were chieflv levelled, he^ determined not to fill up 
the vacancies ; hopinff that the smallnesa of their number would 
expose that body to the greator contempt'; and that they would 
show the less resentment at their not beine consulted on any 
business ; for he was the first of the kings vi%o discontinued the 
practice of his .predecessors of consulting the senate- on every 
occasion. In uie administration of public affiiirs, he advised 
with none but his own private family. War, peace, treaties, al- 
lianees,. he of himself, with such advisers as he chose, declared, 
eontracted, and dissolved, without eny oider, either oif the peo- 
ple or of the senate. He took particular pains to attach the na- 
tion of the Latinos to his interest, availing himself of foreign 
aid, the more effectually to insure his safety at home ; and he 
fonmed vrith their chiefe, not only connexions of hospitality, but 
affinities : to Octavius Mamilius of Tusculum he gave hie 
dsu^ter in marriage. Mamilius was of the most illustrioue 
family, by far, of any among the Latines, being descended, if we 
may gfive cnd^ to fame^ from Ulysses and tw) goddess Ciree. 
By ttis match he engaged the support of his numerous friends 
and relations. ^ 

^ 60. Tarquinios now possessed great influence asiiong th^ La- 
tine chiefs, when- he issued orders that they riiould assemble on 
a certain ^y, at the grove of Ferentina, saying, ^at he wished 
to confer with them on some matters of common concern. 
They accordingly met in great numbers at the dawn of day : 
Tarquinius himself observed indeed the day, but did not come 
until a little before sunset. Meanwhile, many topics were dk- 
ovssed, and various oinnions uttered in the assembly. Tumne 
Herdonius, of Arieia, inyeighed violently against Tarquinius lor 
not attending. « It was no wond«r," he said, " that tM surname 
of Proud had been bestowed on him at Rome ;" for, at this 
time, they generally gave him that ap]>ellation, though only in 
private discourse. •* Could any instance be given of grwiter 
pride than his triflingr dms with the whole nation of the Ladnesi 
After their chiefs had been brought together by his summons, it 
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M gmt % distance fronik home, the to^ penon who ealled the 
meeting did net attend. He wts eertiinly making a trial of their 
fietience, intending, if they tabmitled to the yoke, to cruah them 
^wfaen ihey eeohi net resist. Fot who did not see plainly, that 
be was aiming at sovefeignty over the Latinos 1. and if his own 
eoontiymen had reason to be pleued at having intrusted him 
witii that pew^ ; or if, in reality, it had heen mtnisted to him, 
floid not foie&ljr seised on throv^ parricide, then the Latines 
ooglit also to intrust him with it. But no : not even in that 
case, because he was a foreigner. Yet, U the Romans had ze- 
sined at his soTemment, exiwsed as they weie to murders, batf- 
lehment, and eonfiscations without end, what better prespeet 
«o>uld the Xistines entertain 1 tf they listaened to hmi, thej 
•would depart each to his own home, and would pay no more le- 
^ard (o the day of assembly than was shown by the person who 

r minted it" Whilst this man, whe was naturally seditious 
turbulent, and who had by these means acquired sobbo de- 
gree of power at home, was thus haranguing the people, Tu* 
^uinius came into the assembly. This put an end to his die- 
coorae. Eveiy one turned away from him to salute Tarquinius, 
^vho, being advised by his friends to make an apology ion haviqg 
come at wat time of the day, when silence was made, tcVd them 
that ** he had been chosen arbiter between a father and son, ami 
bad been detained by the pains ^whieh he was obliged to take to 
bnog about a reeoneiliation ; and that, as that business had 
consumed the day, he woukl on the monow lay bet^ them 
what he had to pn^pose.'' Even this, we sre told, was not sn^ 
fered by Tnnus to pass without notice ; for he observed, that 
" there could be no controversy shorter than one between a fa- 
ther and soB^ ^vidck mi|^t be despatched in a few words ; if the 
•on did not submit to his £»theE, heshould take the ill conse- 
quences." 

51. Uttenng these reflectiens against ;the Roman king, the 
Arician withdraw from tfaeassen^y ; and Tarquinius, who was 
mora incensed at his behaviour than he appeared to be, began 
immediately to contrive schemes for die destruction of Tumos, 
in Older to strike the same terror into the La^tines, by which he 
bad depressed the spirits of his subjects at heme ; and as he 
could not, of his own mero authority, openly put him to death, 
he effected, by a false accusation, the ruin of an innoeent^man. 
By means of some Aricians, of the opposite faction, be l^bed 
a servant of Tumus to suffer a large <^uantity of swords to be 
nivately conveyed into his lodging : this part of his scheme be» 
ing completed, during the course of that same night, Tarquinina, a 
little beiora day, called together about him the chiefs of the La- 
tioesi as if he bad been alanhed by some extraordinary occur* 



fefDce, and toM theiFD, that *'liis delay yesterday, as if it were tlie 
effect of the particular care of the gods, had been the means of 
preserving him and them from destruction : — that he had receiv- 
ed information that a plan had been laid by Tomus to marder 
him and the Latine cniefs, in order that he might enjoy alone 
the ffovemment of the Latines ; that he intended to have fallen 
on* them yesterday, in the assembly, but the business was defer- 
red, because the person who caHed the meeting, and who was 
his princ^>al object, was not there : this was the reason of aM 
that abuse thrown on him for being abseiit ; because, by that 
absence, he had frustrated hi^ design : — ^that he had no doubt 
but, if the intelligence was true, he would, early next morning, 
when the assembly met, tome thither in arms, and attended by 
an armed force. He was t<rid, that a vast number of swords 
had been carried to his house ; whether that was false or not 
might be instantly known, and he requested them to go with him 
directly to Tumus." They saw some grounds of suspicion in 
the violent temper of Tumus ; his 'discourse the day before, and 
the delay of Tarquinius ; and it seemed not impossible that the. 
massacre might have been deferred on that account. They 
went, therefore, with minds inclined to believe the report,'but at 
the same time determined, unless the swords were discovered, 
to consider all the rest as groundless. When they came to the 

rt, guards were placed round' Tumus-, who was roused from 
!p ; and the servants, who, out of affection to their master, 
prepared to use force, being secured, the swords, which had been 
concealed, were drawn out from eveiypart of the lodging, and 
then the affair appeared manifest, liimus was loaded with 
chams, and a great tumult ensuing, an assembly of the Latines 
was immediately summoned. There, on the swords being plsr 
ced in the midst of them, to sueh a pitch of fury were they 
raised, that, not allowing him to make a defence, and using aa 
extraordinary method of execution, they threw him into the re- 
servoir of the water of Ferentina, where, a hurdle being placed 
over him,, and a heap of stones cast on that, ho was drowned. 

62. Tarquinius, having then reassembled the Latines, and 
highly con^mended them for having inflicted on Tumus, as one 
convicted of parricide, the punishment Which he had merited by 
his attempt to overturn the government, spoke to this purpose : 
**That he might, without doubt, take upon himself to act, in 
virtue of a right long since established, because all the La^ea, 
deriving their origin from Alba, were comprehended in that 
treaty, by which, under Tullus, the whole Alban nation, together 
with their colonies, were subjected to the dominion of the Ro- 
mans. However, for the sake of the general advantage of all 
parties, he rather wished that that treaty should be renewecj, and 



fbit tlie Lttines afaould, m pvtMn, enjojr the good ibftiiiii^ 
the Roman people, then live always under the apiNnkeiMion or 
enduiance ot the demolition of their cities, tad the devaatotMn 
of their lands, U> v^iich they had, during the ieig[nof Aneos, first, 
and afterward, in that of his iather, been eonttBOally exposed.'* 
He found no difficulty ia persuadmg the LetiiliBs, though in that 
treaty the advantage lay on the side of the Remans : they saw 
too uiat Ae chiefs of the Latine nation, in their behariour and 
oentimenta, concurred with the king ; and Turqus iras a looeijt 
instance of the danger to be apprehended by any «ne who shedd 
attempt opposition. The trea^ was therefiNo venowied, and or- 
ders were given to the yoonff men of the LstinOa, that tiicgr 
should, on a certain day, accoraing to the treaty, otteod in abodpr 
onder arms, at the grove of FesMitiBa. And when, m obodt 
«nce to the edict of the Roman king, they had assetadilod then, 
from all the several stales, in order that they should not haM a 
general <of their own, nor a separate command, nor their owm 
colours, he mixed the Roma n s and L^ines together in conpoF 
oies, by dividing every company into two paito, and then mn- 
ing two of these divisions, one of eaoh nation, into one eompanf, 
and having by this means doulded the numberof the eompanies, 
he appointed centurions to conunand them. 
^ 53. Iniauitous as he was in his.conduct as king, hisbohanoor 
at the heaa of an army was pot equally reprebenetble : in that 
capacity, indeed, he would have equalled lus prsdeeessoto, had 
not his degeneracy in other particulars detracted fiom the medr 
which, in that line, he possessed. He- began the war agunOt 
the Yolaciaoa, which lasted for more than two htaUred yeats 
after his death, and took Suessa Pometia from them by storm t 
(torn the sale of the plunder -of which place, having imssssd 
silver and gold to the value of forty tiienta,* he conceived a 
design of erecting a temple to Jupiter, of mtk gcandeor as 
shomd be worthy of the kmg of gods and men, vmthy of the 
Roman empire^ and of the dignity, of the place itself : for the 
building of this temple he set apart the money which arose 
from Um spoils. He waa soon after engaged in a war, which 

Sve him employment longer than he ojqMoted, during which, 
vii^ in vain attempted, by stonn, to make himself master of 
Gabii, a town in his neighbourhood, and seeing no reason to hope 
for success from a blockade, after he had been repuhwd from 
the walls, he at length resolved to pursue the attack, not in a. 
method becoming a Roman, but by fraud and stratagem. Ao- , 
cordingl/, whilst he pretended to have laid aside all thoughts of 
proceMiag in the wsr, and to have his attention ooAirety enga* 
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ged in laying the f<Hindation of the temple, and the constroetion 
of other works in the city^'his son Sextaa, the youngest of three, 
pnnaant to a plan concerted, fled as a deserter to Uabii, making 
giievons compiaints'of his father's intolerable severity towaixis 
mm, sayinff, uiat ** he now made his own family feel the efl^ts 
of his pride, which hitherto had fallen only on strangers, and 
was uneasy at seeing a number eren of his own children about 
him, so that he intended to cause the same desolation in his own 
house which he had already caused in the senate-house, and not 
to Bofier any of his offspring, or any heir of the kingdom, to re- 
main : that he himself had with difficulty made his escape from 
the sword of his father, and could in no place consider nimself 
safe, except among the foes of Lucius Tarquinios. That the 
war against them, which was pretended to belaid aside, was not 
at an end ; but on the fint opportunity, when he foQnd them off 
their guard, he would certainly attack them. For his part, if 
among them suppliants could find no refuge, he would trayerse 
every part of Latium, and if rejected there, would apply to the 
Yolscians, the JEqntumf and the Hemicians, nor rest until he 
found some who were disposed to afford protection to chddren 
from the cruel and unnatural severity of fathers. Perfiaps, too, 
he should meet with those who might be inspired with ardour to 
take arms, and wage war against the proudest of kings, and the 
most oveihearing of nations. '* The Gabians, supposing that, if 
they did not show some regaid to him^he would go from them, 
full of resentment, to some other place, received him wiUi every 
jnaik of kindness ; told him, " he ought not to be suiprised 
that his father's behaviour towards his children now was no 
better than what he had formeriy shown towards his subjects 
and allies ; that if other objects could not be found, he would 
at last vent his rage on himself : assured him that his coming 
was very acceptable to them, and that they expected, in a short 
time, to see the seat of war transferred, with his astdstance, . 
from the gates of Gabii to the walls of Rome." 

54. He was immediately admitted to a share in their public 
councils ; and on these occasions, while he declared that in other 
affairs he would be guided by the opinion of the Gabian elders, 
who had better knowledge of those matters than he could have, 
he took every opportunity of recommending war ; in respect of 
which he assumed to himself a superior degree of judgment, 
liecause he was well acquainted with the resources of both na- 
tions, and knew how utterly detestabk to his subjects the king's 
pride had become, which even his own children could not endure. 
Whilst he thus, by degrees, worked up the mmds of the Gabian 
chiefs to a renewal of the war, he used to go out himself, with 
the boldest of the youth, on eiqpeditions and plundeiing parties • 
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ud, as alLhis words and actions were framed to the pnipose of 
carrying on deceit, their iU-gronnded confidence in hun increas- 
ed to snch a degree, that at length he was chosen commander- 
in-chief of the armj. In this capacity, he fon^t several slight 
engagements with the Romans, m which he generally got the 
advantage : so that the Gabians, from the highest to the lowest, 
began to consider Sextus Tarquinius as a leader sent to them by 
the favour of th^ gods. Among the soldiers, particularly, from 
.his readiness to expose himself to danger and fatigue, and like- 
wise from the liberal distribution of the spoiii he was so highly 
beloved, that Tarquinius was not more absolate at Rome uian 
Sextus waaat Gabii. Finding himself, therefore, secure of a 
so]^rt sufficient to cany him through any enterprise, he sent 
one of his attendants to his father at Rome, to inquire in what 
manner he would choose that he should proceed, since the gods 
had granted to him the entire disposal of every thing at Gabii : to 
tfais^ messenger no answer was given in words, I suppose be- 
cause he did not seem fit to be trusted. The king, seemin^y 
employed in deep deliberation, walked out into a garden adjom- 
ing the palace, followed by the messenser ; and, walking there 
in silence, as we are told, struck off wiQi his cane the heads of 
j&e tallest poppies. The messenger, weary of re])cating the 
question and waiting for an answer, returned to Gabii without 
having accomplished his business, as he thought ; told what he 
himself had said, and what he had seen ; that the king, either 
through anger or dislike, or the pride natural to his disposition, 
had not uttered a word. Sextus, readily comprehending his 
father^s meaning, and what conduct he recommended by those 
sflent intimations, cut off .all the principal men of the state ; 
some by prosecutions before the people; others, who, being 
generally odious, could be attacked with 'greater safety, he put 
to death of his own authority ; many were .executed openly ; 
several, against whom accusations would appear less plausible, 
were privately murdered ; sonie who chose to fly were not pre- 
Tented; others were forced into banishment; and the e6»cts 
of the absentees, as well as of those who had suffered death, 
were distributed in largesses anu>ng the people : by these 
means, all sense of the. public calamity was so entirely drowned 
in the sweets of bribery, plunder, and private profit, that, at 
length, the Gabian state, stripped of its counsellors and suppor- 
ters, was delivered over, without a struggle, into the hands of 
the ]loman kinjj^. 

&5. Tarquinius, having thus acquired possession of Gabii^ 
concluded a iieace with the nation of the .£quans, renewed the 
treaty with ttio Etrurians, and then turned lus thoughts to the 
internal business of the city : among which, the object of his 
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nriiicipal concem was to leave ^ temple of Jupitei; on th* 
Taipeian mount, a monument of his reign and of his name, to 
testify, that of two Taiqnimi, both of whom reigned, the father 
had TOwed, and thie aon ceoipleted it. And in order (hat the 
gtound might be clear firoan the iubK'feience of any of the oth e r 
gods, and the tempfe to he neeted thessoo he approfKisted 
wholly to Jupit^, be -determined to cancel ^e inaogniation of 
the temples and chapela, several oi which had been vowed, finik 
by Tatins, during tae vecy heat of the battle aeamst ReiiiidBa» 
and afterwpds coaeecrated there. It is reSatedthat, dming the 
preparations for femding this stractare, the gods ererted their 
power to exhibit intieatiens of thestability of this great empire : 
tot, whilst the birds admitted the cancelling .the inangmationa of 
aU the other chapels, they did not give tiie signs of .approhafeMm 
in the case of 6ie temple of Terminus^ and that omea* and 
that augury, were deemed to import that the residence of Tei»- 
minus must not be changed ; and his being Uw only one of^the 
g|ods who would not sufamit to be called f(»th from the bOund»> 
ries consecrated to him, denoted that all things were to stand 
firm and immoveable. After they had receivM this {iresage of 
its perpetaal dnration, there followed another predi^, portend- 
ing the greatness of the empire ; a human head, with the ^ko 
entire, is said to have appeared to tiiose who were opening the 
foundation of the temple ; which appearance denoted, wiUioat 
the help of any far-fotcbed afliision, tiiat this would be the 
metropohs of tlie empire, and the head of the world. Such was 
the interpretation given of it by the soothsayers,, both those who 
were in the city, wad others whom they sent for from Etrum, to 
hold a consultation on the subject. This encouraged the kin^ to 
enlarge the expense, so that the spoils of Pometia, which, 
accoiSing to his first design, were to have completed the edifice, 
were scarcely sufficient for the foundations. For this reason, 
besides his being the more ancient writer, I ehoold rather believe 
Fabius, that these amounted to no more than foity talents, than 
Piso, who writes, that forty thousand pounds weight ef silver* 
were set apart for that purpose; a sum <^ money that could 
liot be expected out of the spoii of any one city in that age, and 
which must have been more than sufficient for laying the foun- 
dations even of the most magnificent of our modem structures^ 
Intent on finishing the temple, he sent for workmen from all 
ptrts of Etroria, and converted to that use, not only the public 
money, but the public labour ; and althou|^ this, which was in 
itself no small hardship, was added to the toils of military ser- 
vice, yet the people murmured the less, when they consideied 
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tliftt theywere employing their hands in erecting temples to the 
gods. They were afterwards obliged' to toil at other woiks, 
which, though they^ade less show, were attended with greater 
difficulty ; the erecting seats in the eircus, and condncttng un- 
der ground the principal sewer, the receptacle of all the filth of . 
the city ; two works to which the magnificence of modem 
times can scarcely produce any thing equal. After the people 
bad been fatigued by these labours, the king, considered so 
great a multitude as a burden to the city, where there was not 
employment for them, and wishmg at the same time to extend 
the frontiers of his dominions, by means of colonies, sent a 
number of colonists to Signia and Circeii, to serve as barriers to 
the city, against an ehemy, both by land and sea. 

56. While he was thus employed, a- dreadful prodigy appear-* 
ed to him ; a snake, sliding out of a wooden pillar, terrified the 
-beholders, and made ^em fly into the palace. This not onlj 
struck the king himselif with sudden terror, but filled his breast 
with anxious apprehensions ; so that, whereas, in the case of 
public prodigies, the Etrurian soothsarers only were applied to, 
being ihorou^y frightened at this domestic apparition, as it 
were, he rescuved to send to Delphr, the most celebrated oracle 
in the world ; and judging it unsafe to intrust the answers 
which should be given to indifferent persons, he sent his two 
sons into Greece, through lands little known at that time, and 
seas still less so. Titus wd Aruns set out ; and, as a companion, 
was sent with them, Lucius Junius Brutus, son to Tarquinia, 
the king's sister, a young man of capacity widely diflferent from 
the appearance which he had put on. Having heard that the 
principal men in the state, and, among the rest, his brother, had 
been put to death by his uncle, he resolved that the king should 
find nothing to dread, either from his manners or his means, and 
to seek security in contempt. He took care, th^efore, to fashion 
his behaviour to the semblance of fot^ishness ; submitting him« 
self and his fortune to the pleasure and rapacity of the king. 
Nor did he show any disldce to the surname of Brutus ; con- 
tent that, under the cover of that appellation, the genius, which 
was to be the 'deliverer of the Roman people, should lie con- 
cealed, and wait the proper season for exertion. He was, at this 
time, carried to Delphi by the Tarquinii, rather as a subject of 
sport than as a companion ; and is said to have brought, as an 
offering to Apollo, a golden wand, enclosed in a staff of cornel- 
wood, hollowed for that purpose ; an emblem figurative of the 
state of his own capacity. When they arrived there, and execu- 
ted their father's commission, the young men felt a wish to 
inquire to which of them the kingdom of Home was to belong ; 
vod we are told that U)ege words w^re uttered from the bottom 



ctf the cvn ! <' Yornig men, wfaklteTer of 7«iq iliell firet kiss 
your motber, he shall poiseis the sovereign power at Rome." 
llie Tarqninii oidored that this matter slM)iila be kept secret, 
tftth the utmost care ; that Sextus, who hfid heenleft behind' at 
Kome, might remain ignorant of the answer, bo as to have no 
ehaase for the hxngdom.' They themselves had recourse to lots, 
to determine whicn of tiiem should first kiss their motfiieT, on 
their return to Rome : Brutus judged that the expression of 
ApoUo had another meanitic ; and, as if he had accidentally 
•tumbled and fallen, he touched the earth with his lips, eonsid- 
ering that she was the common mother of all ' mankind. On 
their Tetum from thence to Rome, they found vigorous prepaxa- 
tions going on' for a war against the Rotnlians. 

67. Ardea was a city l^longing to the Rutulians ; a nation, 
eonsidering the part of the worid and the age, remarkably opu- 
lent ; and this very circumstance gave occasion to the war ; for 
the Roman king was earnestly desirous, both of procuring 
money for himsetf, his treasury being exhausted by the magnifi- 
cence of his public works, and also of reconciling, by means of 
the spoils, the minds of his subjects, who were highly dissatiafiv 
ed wi<^ his government : for, besides other iiwtances of his 
pride, they thou^t themselves ill-treated by being engaged, for 
such a length of time, in the emplojrments of handicrafts, and 
m labomr fit for slaves. An attempt was made to take Ardea by 
storm ; and that not succeeding, he adopted the plan of distress- 
mg the enemy by a blockade, and works erected round them. 
In this fixed post, as is generally the case when the operations 
of Mrar ara rather tedious than vigorous, leave of absence was 
vaadily -granted, and to the principal officers more readily than to 
tiie soldiers ; the young men of the royal family, in particular, 
irequently passed their leisure time in feasting and entertain- 
ments. It happened that while these were drinking together, at 
the quarters of Sextus Tarquinius, where CoUatinus Tarquinius, 
the son of Egerius, also supped, mention was made of their 
wives ; each extolled his own to the sides : on this, a dispute 
arising, Collatinus told them that " there was no need of words } 
it couui easily be known, in a few hours, how much his Lucre- 
tia excelled the rest : we are young, and strong ; let us mount 
our horses, and inspect in person the behaviour of our wives : 
that must be the most unexceptionable proof which meets our 
eyes, on the unexpected arrival of the husband." They were 
heated with wine : ** Agreed," was the word : at full speed 
they flew to Rbme. Having arrived thdre at the first^usk of 
the evening, they proceeded thence to CoUatia, where they found 
Lucretia, not like the king*s daugfater^in-law, whom they had 
•een spending their time in luxurious entertainments among 
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AoM of/tlieir own Tank, Irat busily employod with her w«^ 
though at that late hour, and aitting in the middle of.the hooM^ 
wit^ her toiaida at work aronnd her : the honour of superioiity 
•monff the kdiea mentioned in the dimte was of course ao* 
knowuKlged to belong to Lucretia. Her huaband, on bis arrival, 
and the Tarquinii, were kindly receired ; and the hoabaad, ex- 
ulting in his vietcny, ^ave the royal youths a friendly invitation. 
There, Seactus Taraumioa, instigatcKi by brutal lust, formed a 
design of Tiolatine Lucretia*B chutity by force ; both her beaii^ 
and her approyed modesty serving' as incentives : after this 
youthful fiolic of' the night they returned to the camp^ 

59^ A few (kys after, Sextos Taiquinius, without the know<* 
ledge of Collatinus, w«ntto Colhitia, with only a single attend* 
ant : he was kindly received by the fa«ifly> who suspected not 
his design, and, after supper, conducted tor the chamber where 
guests were lodged. Then, burning with desire, as soon as he 
thought that every thing was safe, and the family all at rest, he 
came with his sword £awn to Lucretia, wheie she lay aaleep, 
and, holding her down, with bis left hand pressed on her breart,^ 
said, '* Lucretia, be silent : I am Seztus Tarquinius : my swoid 
is iu my hand : if you utter a word, you die.** Terrified at 
being thus dnturbed from sleep, she saw no assistance near, and 
unmediate death tlareatening her. Tarquinius then acknowiedgw 
ed his passion ; entreated, mixed tlneats^ with entreaties, ai^ 
used every aigument likely to have effi^t on a woman's raiod': 
but finding her inflexible, and not to be nnyved even bjr the fear 
of death, he added to that fear the dread of dishonour ; telling ' 
her thati after killing her^ be would murder a slave, and lay -him 
naked by her side, Swt she might be said to have bee*^ stain in 
base adukery. The shocking apporehensions, conveyea by bhis 
menace, overpowering her re8olution^in defending her chadtity/ 
his passion became victorious ; and Tarquinius deputed, ap- 
l^uding himself for this triumph over a lady's honour. But 
Lucretia, plunged by such a disaster into the deepest distress, 
despatched a messenger to Rome to her father, with orders to 
proceed to Ardea to her husband, and to desire themf to come to 
her, each wiA one faithful friend ; to tell them, that there wa? a 
necessity for their doing so, and speeiKly, for that a dreadful affair 
had happened. ISpurius Lucretius came with Pnblius Valerius^ 
the son of Yolesus ; Colletinus with Lucius Jtmius Brutus,' in 
oompany with whom he chanced to be returning to Rome whea 
he vns met by his wife's messenger. They found Lucretia sitting 
in her chamber, melancholy and dejected : on the arrival of her- 
friends, she burst into tears ; and on her husband's asking, ** Is- 
all well r'— " Far from it," said she ; " for how can it be well 
with a woman who has lost her chastity 1 Colfaitinus, the im< 



I bf aaotber man is in your bed ; yet my person only 
I been iriokUed, my mind ie gniltleefs as my death will testify. 
But give me your right hands, and pledge your honour that the 
adulterer shall not esc^M unpunished. He is Seztas Tarquinina ; 
who, under the appearance of a guest, disguising an enemy, 
obtained here, last night, by armed violence, a triumph deadly to 
me, and to himself also, if ye be men." They all pledged their 
honour, one after anotl^er, and endeavoured to comfort h^ 
distracted mind ; acquitting her of blame, as onder the c^ompul- 
sion of force ; and, charging^ it on the violent perpetrator of the 
crime, told her, that " the mind alone was capable of sinning, 
not the body ; and that, where there was no such intention, 
there could be no guilt." — " It is your concern," said she, " to 
consider what is doe to him ; as to me, though I acquit n^self 
of the guilt, I cannot dispense with the penalty, nor shall any 
woman everjplead the example of Lucretia for surviving her 
chastity." Inas saying, she plunged into her heart a knife, 
which she had concealed under her garment, and, falling forward 
on the wound, dropped lifeless.' The .husband and father shriek- 
ed aloud. 

69. But Brutua, while they were overpowered by ^ef, 
drawing the knife from the wound of Lucretia, and holding it 
out, reeking with blood, before him, said, " By this blood, most 
chas^ until injured by royal insolence, I swear, and call you, O 
ye gods, to. witness, that I will prosecute to destruction, by 
sword, fire, and every forcible means in my power, both Lucius 
Taiquinius the Proud, and his impious wife, together with their 
entire race, and never will suffer one of diem, nor any other 
person whatsoever, to be king in Rome." He then delivered tilie 
knife to Collatinus, aflerwaS to Lucretius ^nd Valerius, who 
were filled with amazement, as at a prodigy, and at a loss to ac- 
count for this unusual elevation of sentiment in the mind of 
Brutus. However, they took the oath as directed, and convert- 
ing their grief into rage, followed Brutus, who put himself at 
their head, and called on them to proceed instantly to abolish 
kingly power. They brought out the body of Lucretia from 
the house, conveyed it to the forum, and assembled the people, 
who came together quickly, in astonishment, as may be suppos- 
ed, at a deed so atrocious and unheard-of. £v6iy one exclaim- 
ed with vehemence against the villany and violence of the 
prince : they were deeply affected by Uie grief of her father, 
and also by the discourse of Brutus, who rebuked their tears 
and ineffectual complaints, and advised them, as became men, 
as became Romans, to take up arms against those who, had 
"dared to treat them as enemies. The most spirited among the 
youth offered themselves with their arms, and the rest followed 
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iheir example. On which, leaving half their nomber at the 
gates to defend Collatia, and fixing guards to prevent any intel- 
u^nce of the commotion being canied to the piinoee, the rest 
with Brutus at their head, marched to Rome. When they 
arrived there, the sight of such an armed multitude spread ter- 
ror and confusion, wherever they came : but, in a little tmM, 
when people observed the principal men of the state marching 
' at their head, they concluded that whatever the matter was, there 
must be good reason for it^ Nor did the heinousness of the 
affair raise less violent emotions in the minds of the people at 
Rome than it had at Collatia : so that, from all parts of the 
city, they hurried into the forum ; where, as soon as the party 
arrived, a crier summoned the people to attend the tribune of 
the celeres, which office happened at the time to be held by 
Brutus. He there made a speech, no way consonant to thi^ 
low degree of sensibility and capacity which, until that day, he 
had counterfeited ; recounting the violence and passion of Sex- 
tus Tarquinius, the shocking violation of Lucretia^s chastity, 
and her lamentable death ; the misfortune of Tricipitinus, m 
being left childless^ who must feel the cause of his daughter's 
deaUi as a greater injury and cruelty, than her death itself : to 
these representations he added the pride of the king himself, 
the miseries and toils of the commons, buried under ground to 
cleanse sinks and sewers, saying, that '* the citizens of Rome, 
the conquerors of all the neighbouring^ nations, were, from war- 
riors, reduced to labourers and stone-cutters ;" mentioned the 
barbarous murder of Kin^ Servius Tullius, his abominable 
daughter driving in her carnage over the body of her father, and 
invoked the gods to avenge the cause of parents. By descant- 
ing on these and other, I suppose, more forcible topics, which 
the heinousness of present mjuries suggested at the time, but 
which it is difficult for writers to repeat, he inflamed the rage of 
the multitude to such a degree, that they were easily persuaded 
to deprive the king of his government, and to pass an order for 
the banishment of Lucius Tarquinius, his wife, and children. 
Brutus himself, having collected and. armed such of the young 
men as voluntarily gave in their names, set out for the camp at 
Ardea, in order to excite the troops there to take part against 
the king The command in the city he left to Lucretius, who 
had some time before been appointed by the king to tbe office 
of prefect of the city.* During this tumult, Tullia fled from her 
house ; both men and women, wherever she passed, imprecating 

♦ The prefeet of the city was, in these times, a magistrate extraor* 
dinary, appointed to administer justice, and transact other necessarv 
business, in the absence of the liing, or consuls. 
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ewwen on her head, and invoking the Fanes, the arengers of 
parents. 

00. News of these proceedings having reached the camp, and 
the king, alanned at jracfa extraordinaiy events, having begun 
his march towards Rome, to suppress the commotions, Brutus, 
informed of his approach, turned into another road, in order to 
Avoid a meeting, and very nearly at the same time, by different 
roads, Brutus arrived at Aidea, and Tarquinius at Rome. Tar- 
qninios found the gates shut a^nst him, and an order of ban- 
■hment pronomiced. The delrverer of the city was received in 
ike camp with joy and the king's sons were driven thence with dis- 
grace. Two of these followed their father, and went into exile 
at Cere, among the 'Etrurians. Sextus Tarquinius having re- 
tnred to Gabii, as if to his own dominions, was slain by some 
persons, who were glad of an opportunity of gratifying old an- 
anosities, which he had excited mere by his rapme and murders. 
Lncius Tarquinius Superbus reisned twenty-five years. The 

remment of kings continued, uom the building 6f the city to 
establishment of its liberty, two hundred and forty-four 
years. After that, in an assembly of the centuries, held by the 
prefect of the city, were elected, conformably to a pla^n found in 
the commentaries of Servius Tullius, two magistrates, called 
emisuls. These were, Lncius Junius Brutus, and Lucius "Tar- 
^nmius CoUatinns. [A. U. C. !i45, fi. C. 607.] 
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Chap. 1. Hettcsforward I am to treat of the afiairs, civil and 
militaiy, of a free people, for such the Romans were now be- 
come ; [A. U. C. 245, B. C. 507,] of annual magistrates, and 
the authority of the laws exalted above that of men. What 
greatly enhanced the public joy, on having attained to^this state 
of freedom, was the haughty msolence of the late king : for the 
former kings governed m such a manner, that all o? them, in 
succession, might deservedly be reckoned as founders of the 
several parts, at least, of the city, which they added to it, to ac- 
eommodate the great numbers of inhabitants, whom they them- 
selves introduced. Nor can it be doubted, that the same Brutus, 
who justly merited so great glory, for having expelled that 
haughty king, would have hurt the public interest most materi- 
ally, had he, through an over-hasty zeal for liberty, wrested the 
government from any one of the former princes : for what must 
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tarn ht^n the coBieipatocfi,. i£ Uut niddfi ofi Bbttftinda wad 
'▼«^l>«ida^.fugHivet firotii'tfaiir.oiRn.coiiiitntt, hflaiiiig,.iiiidef the 
oanetiun of* aa ixmolable . Aeyluniv obtained. libci>^^.<N; nt least 
impaimy ; mody uncDntDolled by: dnad of; kii^gly perarer^had ohm 
been set. in conunotiooi by tnbunitian starms^ «nd bad, in » ciljr 
wbeie tbey weoe atmngeis, engaged in contests with* the patn- 
cians, befoie die pledges of wives^ and children, and an afiectioii 
for the soil itself, which in lenj^th of time is acquired from habit, 
had united dieir mindsin social coneoidl The state, as yet 
but & tender shoot^ had, in that case, been torn to pieces by 
discoid; whereas, the- tmnqnil moderation of the. then- govm- 
ment cherished it, and by dtte nonrishmeht, bronght it fbrnvimd to 
each a condition that, its powers being ripened, it was cspable of 
prodocing the glorious fruit of liberty. The origin of Ubertf is 
to be dated from that period, rather on account of the consular 
goremment being limited to one year, than of aity diminution 
made of the power which had been possessed 1^ the king*. 
The first consuls enjoyed all their privileges, and all their en- 
signs of authority ; in this respect only, care was taken not to 
double the objects of terror by giving the fasces to both the con- 
suls. Btatus, with the consent of his colleague, was first hon- 
oured with the fasces, and the zeal which he had shown as the 
champion of liberty in rescuing it from oppression was not great- 
er than that which he aflerwara displayed in the character of its 
guardian. Fust of all, while the people were in raptures at their 
new acquisition of freedom, lest they might afterward be per- 
verted by the importunities or presents of the princes, he bound 
them by an oath, that they would never suffer any man to assume 
the auUiority of king at Rome. Next, in order that the fuhiess 
of their body might give the greater weight to the senate, he 
filled up the number of the* senators, which had been diminished 
by the king's murders, to the amount of tiiree hundred, electing 
into that body the principal inen of equestrian rank ; and hence 
the practice is said to have taken its rise of summoning to the 
senate those who are Fathers, and those who are Oonscripti ; 
for they called those who were elected into this new senate 
Conscript!. This had a wonderful effect towards producing 
concord in the state, and in attaching the affection of the com- 
mons to the patridans. 

2. People then turned their attention to matters of religion ; 
and because some public religious rites hall been usually per- 
formed by the lungs in person, in order that there should be no 
want of one on any occasion, they appointed a kin^ of the 
sacrifices. This office they made subject to the jurisdiction of 
the pontiff, fearing lest honour, being joined to the title, might in 
•ome shape be injurious to liberty, which was then the first 
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' •bject of ihek ooncem : I kMw not whethcrthe^ did net cany 
to eiceas their great anxiety to raise bulwarks to it, on aU ttde^; 
even in points of the most trivial consequence : ion the name of 
«ne of toe consuls, though there was no other eaose of dislike, 
became a subject of jealousy to the people. It was alleged that 
'* the Tarquinii had been too long accustomed to the possession 
of sovereign power : Priscus first began : next indeed reigned 
Servius TulUus, yet though that interruption occurred, Tarquin- 
ius Superbus never lost sight of the crown, so as to consider it 
the right of another ; but, by violent and flagitious means, 
reclaimed it, as the inheritance of his family. Now, that Super- 
bus had been emelled, the government was in the hands of 
Collatinus; the Tarquinii knew not how to live in a private 
station ; the very name itself was displeasing, and dangerous to 
liberty." These discourses were, at first, gradually circulated 
through every part of the city, for the purpose of trying the dis- 
position of the. people. After the suspicions of the commons 
had, by these suffgestions, been sufficiently excited, Brutus 
called them togetE^r: when they were assembled, after first 
reciting^the oath which the people had taken, that " they would 
never suffer a king at Rome, or any thing else that might be 
dangerous to liberty ;*' he told them that V they must support 
this resolution with their utmost power ; and that no circum- 
stance, of any tendency that way, ouffht to be overlooked : that 
from his regard to the person alluded to, he mentioned the 
matter unwillingly ; nor would he have have mentioned it at all, 
did not his affection for the commonwealth outweigh all other 
considerations. The Roman people did not think t&t they had 
recovered entire freedom : the regal family, the regal name 
remained, not only in the city, but in the government ; this 
was a circumstance, not merely unpropitious, but dangerous to 
liberty. Do you, Lucius Tarquinius, of your own accord, re- 
move firom us this apprehension ; we remember, we acknowledge 
that you expelled the princes : complete your kindness : carry 
hence their name. Your countrymen, on my recommendation 
will notonljr give you up your property, but if you have occasior 
for more, will make libend additions to it. Depart in friendship. 
Deliver the state from this, it may be, groundless apprehension ; 
but the opinion is deeply rpoted in their minds that, only with 
the race of the Tarquinii, will kingly power depart hence.*' 
Astonishment, at this extraordinary and unexpected affair, at first 
deprived the consul of all power of utterance : and when he 
afterward be^n to speak, the principal men of the state gath- 
ered round mm, and with earnest importunity urged the same 
request. Others affected him less ; but when Spurius Lucre- 
tius, his superior in age, and dignity of character, and his 



HISTORY OF son. — ^BOOK 11. 99 

(•tlkfir-iiir-law besides^ begui to try every method of persiiaflioQ) 
using, hji tiKiu, argaments aad- entreaties, that he would suffev 
himself t» be-oveicoaie by the general sense ^f his'coumrymeni, 
the consul, fearing lest hereaAer, when- he sh^Hild have letumedf 
to a- i^vate sUtaoo^ th9 4ame measures might be used against 
him, with the addition perhapa of oonfianatioD of his piDperty^, 
and other msrlos «f ignominy^ resisted thi) office of consul, and, 
removing all hisefieotsto Lavioiumi withdrew &om tho territo- 
ries ol the state. Bcotua, in puraoance of a decree of thA 
senate, proposed ti> the peopley that aU whfr were of the Tar- 
quinian faiifily should be banished; andin aa assembly of ther 
centuries^ he e)e<:ted for his colleague, Publius< Valehuak wh0r 
had been his assistant in expelling the royal family. 

3. No person now doubted but war would: be immediately 
commenced by the Tarquinii: that eventy however, did not 
take place sa soon as was expeeted. But, what tiiey entertain- 
ed no i^^hension oi, liberty wa» very near being lost^ bv secret 
machinauons- and treachery. Theioe were among the llomans 
several younff men of no ineonsidefable families, who, during 
the'reign-bf Uie king, had indulged their pleasures- too freely ; 
and being of the same^ age, and consunt companioas of the 
younger Tair^uiuii, had been accustoened U> Uve in a* princely 
style : the privileges of all rai^s- being now reduced to one level, 
these grew uneasy at the restraint betel^ laid on- their- irregulax- 
ities, uad complained heavily among theoaselves that the liberty 
of othen had mipoeed ^very on them. ** A king was a humaJi 
being ; from him might a request be obtained, whether right or 
wrong: with him there was loom for Aivour, and for acts of 
kindness ; he eould be angry, and he could forgivQ ; he knew a 
distinction between efrieid and an enemy. £kkt the law waa e 
deaf inexorable being, oakulated rather for the safety and ad- 
vantage of the poor, than of the lieh ; and admitted of ne 
relaxation or indulgence, if ita bounds were transgressed. Men 
being liable to so many mistakes, to have no ether security but 
innecence iis a hasaideus situation." While their minds were 
in this discontented state, ambassadom arrived firom the Tar* 
quinu, who, without any mention of their restoration, demanded 
only their effhets : the.senete, having ^mated them an audience^ 
continued their deltberatioos on the subject for several days^ 
being apprehensive that a refusal to ^ive them up woukl afford a 
plausible reason for a war, and the giving them up, a 6md in aid 
of It. Meanwhile, the ambassadoca w«re busily emf^oyed in 
schemes of another nature : whilst they openly demanded the 
effects, they were secretly forming a pUui for recovering the 
throne, and addressing themselves to ^e young nobles, seem* 
ii^y on the basiness which they were supposed to have m 
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charge, they made trial of their dispontions. To those who 
lent an ear to their su^estions, they delivered letters from the 
Tarquiiiii, and concertM^ measures with them for receiving thoee 
princes privately into the city hy night. 

4. The business was fint intrusted to the brothers of the 
name of Vitellii, and those of the name of Aqnilii : a sister of 
Uie Vitellii had been married to the consul Bratus^ and there 
were two sons bom of that mairiage, now grown up, Titus and 
Tiberius ; these were led in by their uncles, to take part in the 
design ; and' seyeral others of the young nobility vrere drawn 
mto the conspiracy, whose names, at this distance of time, are 
unknown. In the meanwhile, the opinion of those, who ad- 
vised the giving up of the property, having prevailed in the sen- 
ate, this afforded the ambassadors a pretext for remaining in the 
city, because they had been allowed time by the consuls to ]hk>- 
cure carriages for the conveyance of the effects of the princes ; 
all which tmie the^ spent in consultations with the conspirators, 
and had, by pressmg instances, prevailed on them to send let- 
ters for the Tarquimi ; for " vrithout these, how could they be 
so fully assured, as an affiur of that high importance required 
that the report of the ambassadors was not groundless t" 
These letters, given as a pledge of theur sincerity, proved the 
means of detecting the plot : for the day before that on which 
they were to return to the Tarqutnii, the ambassadors haopening 
to sup with the Vitellii, and the conspirators having nere in - 
private had much conversation, as Was natural, on -the subject 
of their new enterprise, their discourse was overheard by one of 
the slaves, who had, before this, discovered that such a design 
was in agitation, but waited for this opportunity, until the letters 
should be given to the ambassadors ; because these, being seiz- 
ed, would furnish full proof of the transaction. • As soon as he 
found that they were delivered, he made a discoveiy of the 
affair to the consuls. The consuls, setting out from home 
direct y, and apprehending the ambassadors and conspirators m 
the fact, effectually crushed the affair without any tumult ; 
taking particular care, with regard to the letters, that they should 
not escape them. The)^ instantly threw the traitors into chains, 
but hesitated for some time with regard to proceeding against 
the ambassadors; and though, by their behaviour, Uiey had 
deserved to be treated as enemies, yet regard to the law of na- 
tions prevailed. 

5. With respect to the effects of the princes, which they 
had before ordered to be restored, the business was now laid be- 
fore the senate for re-consideration ; and they, actuated entirely 
by resentment, decreed, that they should not be restored, but 
cenverted to the use of the state. They were, therefore, givea 
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Up to the commons n plunder, with the intent, that these, after 
such an act of yiolence against the princes, as the seizing of 
their e£fects, might for ever lose all hope of reconciliation with 
them. The land of the Tarquinii, which lay hetween the ci^ 
and the Tiber, beinff consecrated to the god of war, has, from 
that time, been called the Field of Mars. It happened that 
there was then on that ground a crop of com, ripe for the sickle, 
and, because it would be an. impie^ to make use of this pro* 
duce of the field, a great number of men were sent in at once, 
who, haTing cut it down, carried it in baskets, and threw it, 
min and straw toother, into the Tiber, whose waters were 
tow at that time, as is generally the case in the middle of suio- 
mer. The hei^pe of com then being frequently stopped for a 
while in the shallows, and having contracted a covering of mud, 
sank, and remained fixed, and by these means, with the afflux 
of odier materials which the stream is apt to cany down, an 
island* was gradually formed. I suppose that mounds were 
afterward added, and assistance given oy art, to raise the sur- 
face to its present height, and give it sufficient firmness to sup- 
port temples and porticoes. After the people had made plunder 
of the effects of the princes, the traitors were condemned and 
executed. And the execution was the more remarkable on this 
account, that his office of consul imposed on a father the severe 
doty of inflicting punishment on his own sons ; and that he, who 
Ou^t not to have been present as a spectator, was yet the vei^ 
person whom fortune pitched on to exact the penalty of their 
offence. The youths, all of the first distinction, stood tied to 
•takes, but the sons of the consul entirely engaged the eyes of 
the spectators, as if the others were persons unknown ; and 
people felt compassion not only for their punishment, but even 
for the crime by which they hid brought it on themselves ; to 
think that *' they could, during that year particulariy, have been 
induced to entertain a design of hetravuig their country, just 
delivered from tyranny, their father its deliverer, the consulship, 
which had coomienced in the Junian family, the patricians, com- 
mons, in a word, whatever Rome held m highest veneration, 
into the hands of one who was formerly a tyrannical king, now 
an enraged exile." The consuls mounted Uieir throne, and the 
lictors were sent to inflict the punishment ; after stripping the 
criminab naked, they beat them with rods, and beheaded them ; 
whilst, through the whole process of the affair, the looks and 
countenance of Brutus afforded an extraordinary spectacle, the 
feelings of the father often struggling with the character of the 

'Between ths Janiculom and the city. It was afterward colled the 
Bol|y Istaad, from the number of temples buUt on it. 



nagisfcrtto enf<lfciDff Uie execution of tbe Uivc. Justice ddne to 
iSbe offehdera, in order to exhibit a striking example for the pie- 
f ention of crime*, in their treatment of t£e seYenl parUea, thM 
gSTe, as a riswatd to the discoverer of the treason, a sum of 
money out of tbe treasur^^, his freedom, and the richts of a 
citizen. This man is said to be the fint who was made free by 
the VindieU* Some think thai the term " VindicU'* was 
taken ftom him, his name having been Vindicius : after him, it 
obtained,, as a rule, that whoever was made free in that mannar 
should be considered and admitted a citizen. 

6. Taiquinios, on being informed' of these tranaactiona, be- 
came inflamed, not only with grief for the disappointment of 
S'lch promising hopes, but with hatred and resentment ; an^ 
findinjg every pass shut sgainst secret plots, determined to have 
recourse to open war ; ami, to that end, he went round to all the 
cities of Etruria, in the character of a supphant, addjressing him- 
self particularly to the people of Yeii and Tarquinii, entreating 
them " not to aa&x him, who was sprung from themselves, and 
of the same blood ; who was lately posaessed of so great a 
kingdom, now ekiled and in want, to perish before their eyes, 
together with the young men his sons. Othem had been invited 
fipora foreign countries to Rome, to fill the throne ; but he, when 
in possession of the government, and while he was employing 
his arms in extending the limits of the Roman empire, was ex- 
pelled by a villanous conspirscy of men who were most closefy 
connected with him ; who, because no one of Iheir number was 
qaalified to hold the reins of government, had forciblv shared tbe 
several parts of it among them, and had given up his property 
to be laundered 1^ the populace, to the intent that all mignt bie 
equally guilty, lie only wished to be restored to his own 
countxy and cpwn, sad to f)e avenged on his ungxatefiil sub- 
jects. He besought them to support and assist him, and, at the 
same time, to take revenge for the injuries which they themselves 
had sustained of old, for their legions so often slaughtered* and 
theur lands taken from them." These arguments had the desir- 
ed effect on the Veienlians, every one of whom earnestly, and 
with menaces, declsred that they ought now at least, with a 
R»man at their head, to efface the memory of their disgraces, 
and recover, by arms, what they had lost. The people of Tar- 

*T1&e vifuKeta was a rod or wanc!^ with which the eonsu], In earij 
times, afterward the city-pretor, struck the slave presented to htm Ibr 
enfiranehisemem, the owner haviof previonsiy given him a sliirhc blow, 
and let him go out of his hands. The pretor thensaTe the rod to a 
lictor, who likewise struck the person manumitted. He was then regfs- 
tered as a IVeemui, and assumed the cap, the symbol sf Hb«it|V with 
much ceremony, In the temple of Feienia. 
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Qiiinii were moveU by his name, and his relati<m to thcjiMelyes ; 
tney thought it redounded to their honour that, their countrymea 
should rei^Q at Rome.- Thus two armies of two states follow* 
ed Tarquinius to demand hia restoration, and prosecute War 
againat the Romans. When they advanced into the Roman 
territories, the consuls marched out to meet the enemy. Yale* 
rius led the infantry, in order of battle ; Brutus, with the caval- 
xy, marched at l^ome distance before them, in order to procure 
intelligence. In like manner the vanguard of the enemy waa 
composed of cavalry, under the command of Aruns Taiquinius, 
the king's son ; the king hhnself followed with the legions. 
Aruns, perceiving at a distance, by the lictors, that a consul was 
there, and afterwards, on a nearer approach, plainly distinguish- 
ing Brutus by his face, became inflsaned with ra^e, and cried 
out, " That is the man who has driven us as exiles from our 
country ; see how he marches in state, decOrated with out 
ensigns : ye ^ods, avengers of kmgs, assist me !" He then 

3>urred on his horse, and drove furiously against the consul, 
mtus perceived that the attack was meant &r him ; and as it 
was at that time reckoned not improper for generals themselves 
to engage in fight, he eagerly ottered himself to the combat ; 
and they advanced against each other with such furious animos- 
ity, neither thinking of guarding his own person,^ but solely 
intent on wounding his enemy, that, in the violence of the con- 
flict, each of them received his antagonist's spear in his body, 
through his buckler, and being entangled together by the two 
spears, they both fell lifeless from their horses. At the same 
time, the rest of fhe cavalry began to engage, and were shortly 
after joined by the infantry : a battle then ensued, in which vic- 
tory seemed alternately to incline to either party, die advantages 
being nearly equal ; for the right \Qngs of both armies got the 
better, and the left were worsted. At length, the Yeientians* 
accustomed to be vanished by the Roman troops, were routed 
and dispersed ; the Tarquinians, a new enemy, not only kept 
their ^und, but even, on their side, made the Romans give way. 
7. Though such was the issue of the battle, yet so great ter- 
ror took possession of Tarquinius and the Etrurians, that, giving 
Dp the enterprise as impracticable, both armies, the Veientian 
and the Tarqumian, retired by night to their respective coun- 
tries. To the accounts of this battle writers have added mira 
cles ; that, during the silence of the following night, a loud 
▼oice was uttered from the Arsian wood, which was believed to 
be the voice of Sylvanus, in these words : ** The number of the 
Etrurians who fell in the engagement was the greater by one. 
Tlie Romans have ^e victory." The Romans certainly depart- 
ed fxDm the field as conquerors, the Etrurians as vanquished - 



for wiwn 6ikf appeared, and nor emb of the eftemjr v^ to be 
■een., the conaal, Publius Valerius, eoUected the spoila and 
tetomed in triumph to Rome. He celebrated the funeral of his 
colleague with m utmost degree of magniiicence which dioae 
times could afford ; but a much higher mark of honour to die 
deceased was the grief expressed by the public, singularly re^ 
markable in this particular, that the matrons mourned for faam as 
for a parent, during a whole year, in gratitude for his vigcnrouv 
exertions in avenging the cause of violated chastity, In a little 
time, the consul who survived, so changeable are the minds of' 
the populace, from having enjoyed a high degree of popularity, 
became an object not only of jealousy, but of suspicion, attend- 
ed with a charge of an atrocious nature ; it was given out that 
he aspired at the sovereisnty, because he had not substituted a 
colleague in the room of Brutus ; and beside, was building a 
house on the summit of Mount Velia, which» in such a loffy and 
strong situation, would be an impregnable fortress. The consurs 
mind was deeply affected with concern and indignation at find- 
ing that such reports were circulated apd believed ; he therefore 
summoned the people to an assembly, and, ordering the fasces 
to be lowered, mounted the rostrum. It was a sight highly 
nleasine to the multitude to find the ensigns of sovereign^ 
lowered to them, and an acknowledgment thus openly given^ 
^at the majesty and power of the people were superior to those 
of the consul. Attention being ordered, the consul extolled 
the good fortune of his colleague, who, *' after having accom- 
nlished the deliverance of his country, and beinff raised to the 
nigbest post of honour; met with death, white fighting in defence 
of the republic, when his glory had airived at fun maturity, 
without iMving excited jealousy : whereas he himself, surviving, 
his glory, was become an object of calumny ; and from the 
character of deliverer of his country, had sunk to a level with 
the A<iuilii and Yitellii. Will no degree of merit, then,'* said 
he, " ever gain your confidence, so fiir as to be secure from the 
attacks of suspicion 1 Gould 1 have l^e least apprehension that 
I, the bitterest enemy to kings, should undergo the charge of 
aiming at kingly power 1 Supposing that I dwelt in the very 
citadel^ and in the capitol, could I believe that I was an object 
of terror to my countrymen 1 Does my- reputation among yon 
depend on so mere a trifle 1 Is my title to your confidence so 
ilightly founded, thit it is more to be considered where I am, 
than what I ami Citizens, the house of Publius Valerius 
shall be no obstruction to your freedom : the Velian mount shall 
be secure to vou : I will not only brins down my house to the. 
plain, but will fix it under the hill, that your dwellings may 
overlook that of your suspected countryman. Let those build 
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"•B the Vttliftn mount to whom ye can better intniet yoor liberty 
tlianio PaUim Valerius." Immediately all the materials were 
brought down from the Velian mount, and the house was built 
mt the foot of the hill, where the temple of Victory now stands. 
B. Sonehrws were then ptopoeed by the consul, whicn uoit 
only eietnd him from all suspicion of a design to possess hlin- 
eelf of TSgil power, bat whose tendency was so eontraiy there- 
to, that tMy even rsndered him popular, and from thence he 
^qnired the euraame of Publicola. Such, paiticularly, was 
thateoneemtng «n appeal to the people a^tnst the decrees of 
tfalB magiatnites, and that winch devoted both the person and 
■roods of any who should fotm a design df assuming regal power. 
These lawe wet« highly aeoepuble to the populace, and, having 
effected the ratifieation of them, while alone ia office, in order 
that the credit of them might be ^nUrely his own, he then held 
an aaswnbly for the election df a new coHeagoe. The consul 
riected was Spnios Lucretius, who, bein^'^ advanced ia years, 
and too feehle to^snpport the doties of his office, died in a few 
days Bf^r. Ifarcm Horatius PulviUus was substituted in the 
loom of Locietina. In some old writers I find no mention of 
iMCnUkvmmB consul ; they «Aaee Horatius as immediate succes- 
Bor to'firattts'r I «B]^pose ne was not taken notice of, because 
his oonsBJato was not signalized by any important transaction. 
The temple of Jupiter in the capitol had not yet been dedica- 
ted : Che consols Valerius and 'H(»Btius cast lots which shouM 
perfena the dedioation, and it f^ to Horatius. Publicola set 
out to coiidnct (he war against the Veientians. The friends of 
Valerim showed more displeaeoie^than the occasion merited, at 
the dedioation of a temple so celebrated being given to Hora- 
-tius. Having endeavoured, by every means, to prevent its 
taking plaee, and ail their attempts having fkiled of success, 
when the consul had already laid his hand on the door-post, and 
was e mp loyed in offering prayers to the gods, they hastily 
addrsesed him with the shocking intelligence that his son was 
dead, end insisted that his Ikmily being thus defiled, he could 
not dedicate the temple. Whether he doubted the truth of the 
inteU%ence, or whether it was owing to great firmness of mind, 
we tfe not informed with certainty, nor is it easy to conjecture : 
hut he was no farther diverted firom the bushiess be was enga- 
ged in, hy that information, than just to give orders that the 
body should be buried ; and, still boldihff 3ie post, he finished 
his prayer, and dedicated the temple. Such were the transactions 
at home and abroad, which occurred during the first year after 
the expukion of the royal famSy. The next consuls appointed 
were, rublius Valerius, a second time, and Titus Lucretius 
[A. U. C. M6, B. C. 606.] 



9. MetnwliHe, the Tavqainii had «aiTied their complamts U> 
Lars Porsena, king of Ciaaium ; and there, mixing adHMipi- 
tions with entreaties, they at on» time heaought him that he 
would not 4iufier thoae who derived their origin from Etmzia, 
and were of the aame hlood and name« to apend their Uvea in 
poverty arid exile ; then warned him " not to let thia new prac- 
tice of dethroning kinga proceed without chaatiaement ; adding, 
that liherty had in itaelf aufficient aweeta to allure others to 
follow the example, unless kinga would show Uie same degree 
of vigour, in aupport of kingly power, whichthe people exerted 
to wrest it from them : the highest ranks would be reduced to 
a level with the lowest : there would be no dignity, no pre- 
eminence among the aeveral members of society : there would 
soon be an end of regal authority, which among eods and men 
had heretofore been held in the highest degree of eatimation/' 
Porsena, considering it as highly conducive to the honour of 
Etruria that there ahoutd be a king at Rome, and alao that ihaX 
king should be of Etrurian race, led an army to Rome, deter- 
mined to aupport his pretensions by force of arms. Never on 
any former occasion were the senate atruck with such tenor, so 
powerful was the state of Cluaiura at that time, and ao great 
the name of Porsena : nor were they in dread of their enemies 
only, but also of^ their own countrymen : lest the Roman popu- 
lace, overcome by their fears, oiight admit the kings into the 
city, and, for the sake of peace, submit to slavery. The senate 
therefore at this season practised many conciliatory measures 
towards the commons : tneir first care was applied to the mar- 
kets, and people were aent, some to the Yolscians, others to 
Cumae, to purchase com ; the privilege also of aelUng salt, be- 
cauae the {urice had been raised to an extravagant height,, was 
taken out of the hands of private persons, and placed entirely 
under the management of government ; the commons were 
also^exempted from port duties and taxes, that the public expen- 
ses might fall on the rich, who were equal to the burden, the 
poor paying tax sufficient if they educated their children. This 
indulgent care preserved such harmony m the state, even during 
the people's severe sufferings afterwaid, from siege and famine, 
that the name of king was abhorred by all ; nor did any single 
person, in aftertimes, ever acquire auch a high degree of popu* 
larity by artful intrigues, as the whole senate then obtained by 
their wise administration. 

10. As the ienemy drew nigh, eveiy one removed hastily from 
the country into the city, on every side of which strong guards 
were posted. Some parts seemed wejl secured by the walls, 
others by the Tiber running close to them. The Sublician bridge 
was very near affording the enemy an entrance, had it not been 
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ferone man, Horaiius Codes : no other bolwaikkaid the tot* 
tune of Rome on that day. He happened to be posted on giMund 
at the bridge, and when he saw the Jaaiculum taken by a sud- 
den assault, and the- enemy pouring down from thence in fidl 
speed, his countrymen in disordw aund confusion, no longer at- 
tempting opposition, but quitting their ranks, he caught Md of 
every one tnat he could, and, appealing to gods and' men, assu- 
red them that >* it was in vain that they fled, after deserting the 
post which could protect them ; that if they passed the bndge, 
and left it behind them, they v^ouldeoon see greater numbers of 
the enemy in the Pallatium and the Capitol, than in the Janiou- 
him ; wherefore he advised and warned them to break down 
the bridge, by their swords, fire, or any other effectual means, 
while he should sustain the attack of the enemy, as long as it 
was possible for one person to withstand them. He then advan- 
ced .to the first entrance of the badge, and being easily distio* 
guished firom those who showed their backs in retreating from 
the fight, by his facing to the front, with his arms prepared for 
action, he astonished the enemy by soc^ wonderfi]! intrepidity. 
Shame however prevailed on two to remain with him, Spurius 
Lartius and Titus Herminius, both of them men of distinguish- 
ed families and characters : with their assistance he, for a time, 
supported the first storm, and the most forious part of the fight. 
Even these he sent back, when the bridge was nearly destroyed, 
and those who were employed in breaking itdown called on the^ 
to isetire ; then darting fierce menacing looks at each of the lead- 
en of the Etrurians, he sometimes challenged them sinfflyi 
sometimes upbraiding them, altogether, as slaves of -Jiau^^ 
kings, who, incapi^le of relishing liberty themselves, had come 
to wrest it from others. For a considerable time they hesitated, 
looking about for some other to begin the combat : shame at 
length put their troops in motion, and setting up a shout, they 
poured their javelins fi-om all sides against their single opponent : 
all which having struck in the shield with which he guarded 
himself, and he still p%8i8ting with the same undaunted resohi- 
tion, and with haughty strides, to keep possession of his post, 
they had now resolved, by making a violent push, to force him 
from it, when the crash of the falling bridge, and at the same 
time a shout raised by the Romans, for joy at having completed 
their purpose, filled them with siid^n dismay, and stopped them 
from proceeding in the attempt. Then Codes saia, ** Holy 
father Tiberius, I beseech thee to receive these arms, and this 
Ihy soldier, into thy propitious stream." With these words, 
armed as he was, he leaped down into the Tiber, and through 
showers of darts which fell around him, swam safe across to his 
firiends, having exhibited a degree of intrepidity which, in after 



liHMu was laon ffenenJiy cctobnted than believed. The i 
showed a gnitstnl sense of siich high deeeit ; a statue was 
elected to Uba i& the Comitium, wim a gfant of land as laigs 
ss he could plough cooapletely in one day. The seal of pdvete 
peraoQs too was conmicuoos, amidst the honours oonfipRcd on 
nnn by the public ; tor, gieat as the scarcity then was, ewcy 
one eontriboted eomething to him, m proportioii to the stock of 
their finmily, abridging themseWesof their own propei support. 
11. Porsena, dna^xHnted of success in this first efSart, 
disnged his plan from an assault to a blockade ; and, leaving a 
feiee sufficient to secure the Jsaioubim, encamped his main bmly 
in the plain along thebank of the Tiber, at the same time collect- 
ings ships iWmi ul quarters, at once to guard the passage, thai no 
eom should be convened to Rome, and to enable hia troopsto 
CRMS o?«r the river, in difiiBrent places,' ss occasioa ojBfered, to 
lay waste the country. In a short time he extended his deprv* 
dationa so successfully, through every part- of the Roman terri* 
toiies, that people were obli^ra to convey then: effects into Uie 
city, as also their cattle, which no one would venture to. drive 
witiioot the gates. The Etmrians were permitted to act in this 
micontiofied manner, not so much through fear, as design ; for 
Valerius the consul, intent on gaining an opportune of mdung 
an une3^)ected attack on a lurge number of them, at a time 
when they were umirepared, overiodced trifling advantages, re- 
serving his force w a severe revenge on a nMee important 
occasion. With this view, in eider to allure ike plunderers, be 
me orders to his men to drive out some cattle through the 
Esquiline gate, which was at the oppbsite side from the enemy ; 
judpfing that these would soon get information of it, because, 
durmg the blocksde and the scarcity of provisions, many of tha 
slaves turned traitors and deserted. Accoidiiuiy they were in- 
formed of it by a deserter, and passed over the riuer in much 
greater numbers than usual, in hoipeB of getting jpossession of 
the entire booty. Publius Valerias then ordered Tkus Hermin- 
ius, with a small body of men, to lie c^cealed near the two- 
mile stone on the Gabian road ; Spurius Lattios, with a body 
of liffht-armed troops, to stand at the Ck>Uine gate until the ene- 
my mould pass by, and then to take post in their rear, so as to 
cnt off their retreat to die river ; the other consid, Titus Lucre- 
tius, with some compsnies of foot, inarched out of the Nsevian 
sate ; Valerius himself led down his chosen cohorts from the 
Codian mount, and these wen the first who were observed by 
the enemy. Herminius, as soon as he found that the alarm was 
taken, rushed out from his ambush, to take his share in the fray, 
and while the Etrarians werebusieid in forming an opposition to 
Valerius, UXk on their rear ; the shout waa returned, botbfrem 
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die r^ uid fima the left ; from ike GoWae pie on Oe eito 
hand, end the Nsevian on the other. The pluBMetB beii^ tboe 
surrounded, destitute of etrengrth to make heed against their 
adversaxi^s, and ^ut oat &om all possibility of a jccreat^ wrae 
cat to pieces. After this, the Stransas coniaed their satagw 
to narrower Umits. 

12. The sie^ eontinoed notwtthiilapdHig, aad provieions i>e- 
coming exceedingly scarce and dearyPorssMS eMerlained hope* 
that, by remainmg quiet in his present positiee« he ahoold be> 
come master of the city ; when Cains Mveiiis, a noUe youth, 
filled with ind^nation on refleetiiJig thai the Romas people, 
while they were in bondage under tlwir kinga, were eever in^any 
war besieged by any enemy, and that the same people, now in a 
state of freedom, were held besieged by those very Etmncns 
whose armies they had often routed, xesolved therefore, by some 
great and daring effort, to remove such reproach. At fint, he 
designed to m^e iiis way into Uie enemy's 'camp, witheol 
communicating his intention ; but afterward, dreedmg lest, il 
be should go without the (MEder of the eoDtsuh, and & Imoww 
Vedge of any, he might be a|iprahended by the Reman naids, 
and broo^^ back as a deseitar, an imiMitatioa fat which £0 pee* 
sent circumstances of the city woidd affeid plaesible ^grounds, 
he applied to the senate^ and told Ihem, *' FaOiera, I iitteBd to 
cross the Tiber, and to entor, if I can, the eneety's cemp, net 
to seek for plunder, or to revenge their depndalMms in kind : the 
blow which I meditate, with the aid of the gpda, is tif mose im<* 
portance." The senate gave their iqpprobation, and bs aet «at 
with a swatd concealed under his garment. When he cane oh 
to the camp, he took his place close lo the king*s tribunal, wbMO 
m very great crowd was assembled. It happened thai at tfaia 
time the soldiers were receiving their pay; and a efeewtai^, stU 
ting beside (ftie king, and dressed nearly in the same aianaery^ 
acted a principal part in the business, and to him <he eeldiers 
generally addressed themselves. Macius, not dgoring to iaquiia 
which was Porsena, iMt his not knowing the king should die* 
cover what he was, fomme blindly directiiw the stroke where it 
was not intended, slew the secretary, instead of tbe king. Then 
endeavouring to make his escape through a passage, whieh with 
his bloody weapon he cleared for himself among the dismayed 
crowd, a concourse of the soldiers being attracted by- the noise, 
be was seized by the king's life-guai^, and dragged hack. 
Standing there single, amon^ a crowd of eneauea, befeie the 
king's tribunal, even in this situation, in the midst of fbrtano's 
severest threats, showing himself more caaable-of inepirii^ 
terror, than of feeling it,lie spoke to this eS^ft : " I am a Ro* 
man citizen ; my name is Caiua Mucius. As an enemy, I jaa^. 
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tended to have slsin an enemy, nor is my resolution less firmly 
prepared to saffer death than to indict it. It is the part of a Ro- 
man both to act and to suffer with fortitude : nor am I the only- 
one who hu harboured such d^^signs against you. There is a 
iong list, after me, of candidates for the same glorious distinc- 
tion. Prepare, therefore, if you choose, for a contest oi this 
sort, wherein you must every hour engage, at the hazard of your 
life, and have the enemy and the swonl continually in the porch 
of your pavilion ; this is th^ kind of war in which we, Roman 
youths, engage against yon ; fear not an army in the field, nor 
in the battle; the aflUr will rest between your single person, 
and each of us, separately." The king, infliuned with rage, and, 
at the same time, terrified at the danger, ordered fires to be kin- 
dled round him, threatening him with severe punishipent unless 
be instantly e^ained wii^t those plots were, with which he 
threatened him in those ambiguous expressions : " Behold," 
said Mucins, *' and perceive what little account is made of the 
body, by those who have in view the attainment of great glory ;" 
and thrusting his right hand into a chafing-dish oi coals, which 
had been kimlled for the purpose of a sacrifice, held it there to 
bum, as if he were void of all sense of feeling : on which the 
king, thunderstruck in a manner by such astonishing behaviour, 
leaped from his seat, ordered the*youth to be removed from the 
altars, and said to him : " Retire in safety ; for the treatment 
which you intended for me was mild in comparison of that which 
you have practised on yourself. I should wish increase and 
succe^ to your bravery, if that bravery were exerted on the side 
of my own country. However, I dismiss you untouched and 
unhurt; and. dischar;^ you from the penalties, which, by the 
laws of war, I miffht inflict." Mucins then, as if to make a re- 
turn for this act of fiivour, told him, *' Since I find vou disposed 
to honour brayery, that you may obtain from me by kindness 
what you could not by threats, know that three bUluked ^of-' 
us, the piincipal youths in Rome, have bound ourselves to each 
other by an oath to attack you in this ma|per : my lot happened 
to be first ; the others will be with you, each in his turn, accord- 
ing as the lot shall set him foremost, until fortune shall a£K>id 
an opportunity of succeeding against you." 

13. Mucins, who afterward got the surname of Scsevola, or - 
the left-handed, firom the loss of his right hand, being thus dis- 
missed, was followed to Rome by ambassadors from Porsena. 
Tlie king had been so deeply affected by the danger to which he 
had been exposed, in the iiret attempt, from which nothing had 
protected him but the mistake of the assailant ; and by the con- 
Mderation that he was to undergo the same hazard, as many 
times w the numb» of the other con^iratois amounted to, that 
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2m Ihoiig^t ptopeij of bis own aceord» (o ofifet teiuM of Meoift- 
modatioQ to tfaie RontMu. During theiiegotifttion,jDeiilioa mm 
made, to no puipose, of the reetor^tion of the Tagqainiaa funUir 
to the ^one ; and this proposal he made, Kather beeause he had 
not been able to refuse it to the Tarquinii, than &om enteftain- 
ing the slightest expectation «f its being accepted by the R»» 
mans. He earned the point lospectiag the wmng iip of lh» 
lands taken from the Veientians, and compelled ihe Koquum t» 
submit to give hostages, if they wished to see his fovees with* 
dmwn from the 'Janiculom. Peace being concluded on these 
tenns, Poraena withdrew his tro«^ from the Jamcuhim, «Bd »* 
tired out of the Roman tenitoiies. To Caius Mttcius, as a re- 
ward of his Taiomj the sonato gave a tract of ground on the 
oUier side of the Tiber, which was afterward calkd the Muciaa 
meadows ; and such honour being paid to courage, expited e?ea 
the other sex to merit public dis^nctions. A young lad|r called 
Ckelia, one of the hostages, (the camp of the £tnuriaBs happen- 
ing to be pitched at a small distance from the banks of the Ti- 
ber,) evaded the vigilance of the guards, and, at the head, of a 
band of her companions, swam across the Tibw, through a 
shower of darts discharged at them by the enemy, and restored 
them all in safety to their friends at Rome. Whf n dke king 
was informed of this, being at first highly inoensed, he sent en- 
voys to Rome, to tbsist on the restoration of the hostage Cljoslia : 
as to the rest, he showed little concern. But his anffer, in a little 
time, being converted into admiration, he spoke of h&c explok as 
superior to those of Gocles and Mucins ; and declared that «% 
in case the hostage should not be given up, he would consider 
the treaty as broken off ; so, if she should be surrendered, his 
would send her back to her friends in safety. Both parties be- 
haved with honour; the Romans on their side returned the 
pledge of peace, sgreeably to the treaty, and with the Etrurian 
king merit found, not security only, but honours. Aft^r bestow- 
ing high compliments on the lady, he told her that he made her a 
present of half of the holtages, with full liberty to choose such m 
she liked. When they were all drawn out before her, she is said 
to have chosen the very youn^ boys, which was not only conso- 
nant to maiden delicacy, but, m the universal opinions of the hos- 
tages themselves, highly reasonable, that those who were of such 
an age as was most liable to injury, should, in preference, he de- 
livered out of the hands of enemies. Peace bemg thus re-eetab- 
lished, the Romans rewarded this instance of intrepidity, so unr 
common in the female sex, with a mark of honour as uncommon, 
an equestrian statue. This was erected at the head of the Sacved 
•treet. 

14. Very mconsistent with this peaceful banner, m which th«. 
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Etrurian king retired from the city, is the practice handed down 
from early times, and continued, among other customary usages, 
even in oar own days, of proclaiming' at public sales, that Siey 
•le selling the ooods of KmgPorsena : wnich custom must ne- 
cessarily either IttTe taken its rise originally during the war, or 
it must be derived firom a milder source tluui seems to belong to 
the ezpiessionv which intimates that the goods for sale were 
taken from an enemy. Of the several accounts which havo been 
given, this seems to be the nearest to truth : that Porsena, on 
retiring from the Janiculum, made a present to the Romans of 
his camp, which was plentifully storea with provisions collected 
from the neighbouring fertile lands of Etruria, the city at that 
time labouring under a scarcity^ in consequence of the long siege : 
and lest the populace, if permitted, might seize on thenS, as the 
spoil of an enemy, they were set up to. sale, and called the goods 
of Porsena: the appellation denoting rather flratitude for the 
gift, than an auction of the king's property, which, besides, never 
came into the power of the Romans. Ailer he had put an end 
to the war vrith Rome, Porsena, that he might not appear to have 
led his troops into those countries to no purpose, sent his sons 
Arons, vrith half of his forces, to lay siege to Aricia. The un« 
ezpecteduess of the attack struck the Aricians at first with dis- 
may : but afterward, having collected aid both from the Latine 
states and from Ctmie, they assumed such confidence as to ven- 
ture an engag^ement in the field. At the beginning of the bat- 
tle, the Etrurians rushed on so fruriously, that at the veiy first 
onset they put the Aricians to the rout. The cohorts from Cu- 
. mas, opposing art to force, moved a little to one side ; and when 
the enemy, in the impetuosity of their career, had passed them, 
frtced about, and attacked then* rear. By these means, the Etru- 
rians, after having almost gained the victory, were surrounded 
and cut to pieces. A very small part of them, their general 
being lost, and no place of safety nearer, made the best of their 
way to Rome, without arms, and in their circumstances and ap- 
pearance merely like suppliants ; there they were kindly receiv- 
ed, and provided with lodgings. When their wounds were 
cured, some of them returned home, and gave an account of ^e 
hospitality and kindness which they had experienced. A great 
number remained at Rome, induced by the regard which they 
had contracted for their hosts and for the city : they had ground 
allotted to them for building houses, which was afterward called 
the Tuscan street. 

16. The next elected consuls were Publius Lucretius, and 
Pnbliua Valerius Publicola a third time. [A. U. C. 247, B. C. 
606.] Daring this year, ambassadors came from Porsena, for 
the lart time, aboTit restoring Tar^uinius to the throne. The an- 
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r ghren to iMm wu, that the senate would tend ainhasBft^ 
.dors to th6 kiqff ; and accordingly, without delay, a deputation, 
coDsifltiiig of the pexeona of the highest di^ty amon^ the sen- 
«tora,^a8 sent with oiders to acquaint hun, that " it was not 
.l»ecause tiieit answer might not have been given in these few 
words, that the king would not.be admitted, that they had efao* 
•en to send a eel^t number of their body to him, rather than to 
giTO the answer to his ambassadors at Rome : but in order that 
im end might be pat forever to all mention of that busuiess, and 
.that the intercourse of mutual kindness, at present subsistinf 
between them, might not be disturbed by the uneasiness which 
jmust snse to both parties, if he were to request what would be 
.destructive of the hberty of the Roman people ; and the Romans, 
^.unless they chose to comply at the expense of their own ruin, 
most give, a refusal to a person to whom they would wish to 
refuse nothing : |hat the Roman people were not under re|(al 
.^vernment, but in a state of freeaom, and were fully determm- 
ed to open their gates to declared enemies, rather than to kinea : 
that this was the fixed resolution of every one of them : &at 
the liberW of the city, and the city itself, should have the sadne 
period oi existence ; and, therefore, to entreat him that, if he 
wished the safety of Rome,, he would^allow it to, continue in its 
present state." The kin^, convinced of the impropriety of in- 
terfering any farther, replied : " Since this is your fixed and un- 
alterable resolution, I will neither tease you by a repetition of 
fruitless applications on Uie same subject, nor will 1 disappoint 
the Tarquinii, by giving hopes of assistance,^ which they most 
pot expect from me. liet them, whether they look for war or 
for quiet, seek some other residence in their exile, that there 
may subsist no cause of jealousy to disturb, henceforward, the 
good understanding which I wish to maintain betw^n you and 
me." To these expressions he added acts still more niendly ; 
the hostages, which remained in his possession, he restored, and 
gave back the Veientian land, of which the. Romans had been 
deprived by (he treaty at the Janiculum. Tarquinius, finding sU 
hopes of his restoration cut off, retired for refuge to Tusculum, 
to nis father-in-law, Mamilius Octavius. Thus peace and confr- 
dence were firmly establi^ed between the Romans and Porsena. 
16. The next consuls were Marcus Valerius and Publius 
Postumius, [A. U. C. 249, B. G. 603] During this year w^r 
was carried on, with success, against tl^ Sabines, and the con- 
sols had the honour of a triuipphv The Sabines, afterward, pre- 
paring for a renewal of hostilities in a more formidable manner ; 
to oppose theio, and, at the same time, to guard against any su4* 
den danger which might arise from the side of Tusculum, where, 
though wax was not openly declared, there was reason to sppn* 



ymi ihtf it W8S intnidfld, Tnh&oB YaMin, ft Ibifftli tidM^ flii 
Titiw Lueretiiifl, • Mcond time, woe «boMn c««Mufe. {A. ^. 
SfiO, B. O. £02.1 A' tmmilt wiiicb atme mamog te SMtum, 
between the •dvocetee Sm praoe wad tboee for mmf, wm 4m 
mesBS of tnuwfeiring ft eottsidenible put of Ibeir eU^ ii gt h to 
4he aide of the Romenft. For Atto ClftQKis,e«Iled ftftomrsrd ftt 
Heme A|mhie CUiidiiis, ^''""^ ftealoatf in 'fevour «f pOftocrfiEd 
weasmes, but oveijMmered hy the taibuknt ^romoteirs ef wat, 
ind unable to make head aga»et titfir feetioa, i^lbdrew frqpft 
Regflhim to R«me, accompsnied b^ a ntuneveos bodjr of adlio- 
mrne. These wen admitted to the rigiitfl >of >eitifteiia, and kmd 
knd ftftftijgked ihem bi^oiid the Ank>. They hare beeto eaHnd 
the old Gteodian tribe, to diatmguiah tbetti from the new mem- 
ben ; who^ cominff liom the aatee fnaH of the eoitntry, wort af- 
terward added to Siat tribe. Appiiie was elected into the een- 
ate, taoA aoon acqaired a reptitaUon among (he moat erameat. 
The c(«Bida, in proeeeati6n of die' war, matched theff^uiiB^ ifito 
the'Sabine tenitosies ; and, after ledaoing the power of 4he en- 
emy, by wasting their lands, and afterwm in battle, to audi a 
degree, that thme was Qo room to apprehend a renewal ef hoo- 
tihties m that qnartor for a long time to oome, retinrned in tri* 
vmph to Rome. [A. U. C. S61, B. C. 501.] In the ensoing 
year, when Agn{^ Menios and Publias Postumins were con- 
suls, died PuUios Valerius, a man uniterMlly allowed to ha^e 
excelled dl others in superior talents both for war and peace, 
full of gioiy, but in such slender circumstances) diat he lefl not 
Bttfficient to deiray te i^vges a( his funeral. He was buried 
at the expense of the pubtic, and the matrons went into moom 
ing for him, as they had done ibr Brutus. Dormg the Same 
year, two ef the Latme colonies, Pometia and Cora, rev«ated te 
the Auruneians, and war was undertaken against that people : a 
Teiy numerous army, with which tiiey bolAy attempted to op- 
pose the eonsids, who were enterinff their borders, was enttie{y 
tooted, and the Auruneians compeSed to mtke their laM stand 
at Pometia : nor was the carnage less alter the battle was over 
than during its continuance ; there were greater numbers slaih > 
than taken, and those who wcve made prisoners were in general 
pot to death ; nay, iii the violence of their rage, vi^ch ought to 
be confined to foes in arms, tiie enemy spared net eren the hos- 
tages, tiuee hundred of whom had been formerly put into ^k 
httids. During this year, also, there was a triumph at Bom^. 

17. The aooeeeding consuls, Opiter Yirginius and 'SpuriQft 
Caasius, [A. U. C. 263, B. C. 500] attacked Pometia, at first 
by storm, afterward by regular apjaroaches. The Aurunciams, 

" Hed rather by implacable hatred than by any hope of soc* 
I and without waiting for a favourable <^portunity, resolvel 
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to asaaE them; and, sallying oat, aimed with &» and sword, 
they filled every place with altuighter and conflagration ; and, 
besides burning the machines, aud killing and wounding great 
numbers of their enemies, were very neaj^ killing one of the 
consuls, (which of them writers do not inform us,) who was 
grievouiily wounded, and thrown from his horse. The troopi, 
thus foiled in their enterprise, returned to Rome, leaving uie 
consul, whose recovei^ was doubtful, together with a great num- 
ber of wounded. After a short interval, iust sufficient for the 
curing of their wounds, and recruiting me army, the Romans 
renewed their operations against Pometia, with redoubled fuiy 
and au^ented stjcensth ; and when they had anew completed 
their military works, doe soldiers being just on the point of sca- 
ling the walls, the ganison capitulated. However, although the 
city had surrender^, the chiefe of the Auruncians were from all 
parts dragged to execution, with the same degree of cruelty as 
if it had been taken by assault : the other members of the col- 
ony were sold by auction; the town was demolished, and the 
land set up to sale. The consuls obtained a triumph, hither in 
consideration of their having gratified the people's resentn^ent 
by severe revenge, than of the magnitude of the war which thej 
had brought to a conclusion. 

18. The following year [A. U- C. 253, B. C. 499] the con 
8uls were Postumus Cominius and Titus Lartius ; when some 
Sabine youths having, through wantonness, used violence to 
certain courtesans at Rome, during the celebration of the pub** 
lie games, and a ^nob assembling, a scuffle ensued, which might 
almost be called a battle : and, from this trifling cause, matters 
eeemed to have taken a tendency towards a renewal of hostili- 
ties. Besides the apprehension of a war with the Sabines, th^re 
was another affair which created much uneasiness : , undoubted 
intelligence was received, that thirty states had already formed 
a conspiracy, at the instigation of Octavius Mamilius. While 
Rome remained in this perplexity, looking forward with anxious 
apprehension to the issue of such a peribus conjuncture, men- 
tion was made, for the first time, of creating a dictator.* But 
in what year, or who the consuls were, who could not be confi> 
ded in, because they were of the Tarquinian faction, for that 
also is related, or who was the first person created dictator, we 

* The dictator was an officer endued with absolute authority over all 
4MPders tnd bodies of men whatever ; and from whom there was, in the 
«arly times of the republic, bo a|ipeal. He coidd not hold the office 
longer than six months, nor gp out of Italy, oor eooid he march oa 
horseback widiout leave previously obtained (torn the people. It be* 
eame the practice that one -of the consuls, in the night, within the terri- 
|0ry of the republic, named the dictator, «nd it was required that the 
mfimoatiou should be con&rmed by aoepic^M, 



lunm BO e«rtn|i iiifii«iti»tiMi. In tte mo^ ancient wiiten, htm- 
•v«r, I &id it asserted, that the first dictator vf as Titos Laidiu^ 
akd that Spuriua Caesius was a]«pointed master of the horse. 
They choee men of consdiar disnitf , as ordered by the law 
enacted concerning the creating o? a dictator. For this reason, 
I am the more induced to beliere that Laortitts, who was of con- 
Alar dignity, and not Manias Yalerius, son of Marcttn, and 
giandson of Voleeaa, who had not yet been jconsul, was placed 
0¥cr the consuls, as their director and master ; as, CTen if k 
had been thought proper, that the dictator should be chosen oat 
of that famiiy, they would rather hare elected the father, Marcus 
Valerius, a man of approved merit, and of consular (fignity. On 
this first establishment of a dictator at Rome, the populace, see- 
ing the axes carried before him, were struck with such terror as 
made them more sabmissiTe to rule ; foe they could not now, 
as mider conaub who were equal in authority, hope for protec- 
tion from one of diem, against the other; bat prompt obedience 
was required of them, and in no case was there any appeaL 
Even the Kabines were alarmed by the appointment of a dicta- 
tor by the Romans ; the mote so, because they supposed that he 
had been nanved to act against them : they ttier^fore sent am- 
bassadors to treat of an accommodation ; who, requesting fif the 
dictator and senate that they would pardon the misconduct of 
^oeghtless young men, weie answered, that pardon mi^kt be 
granted to young men, but not to old, who ttiade it their con- 
stant practice to kindle one war after another. Howerer, a ne* 
gotiation was entered into for an adjustment of affidis ; and it 
would have been concluded, if ^ Sabines bad been willing te 
leimburse the costs expended on the war, for that was the con- 
dition required. War wtfs proclaimed, but still a suspension of 
hostilities continued during the remainder of the year. 

19. The consuls of the next year [A. U. C. 254, B. C. 498} 
weve Servius Sulpiciua and Manius ToBins. Nothing #orth 
mention occurred. Then succeeded Titus uEbutius and Caius 
Yetusius. In their consulate Fidenae was beseiged, Crustmne- 
xia taken, Pteneste revolted from the Latines to the Romans, 
and a Latino war, the seeds for which had, for several yeara 
past, been growing to maturity, could not now be chdted. Au- 
ins Postomius, fflctator, and Titus JGbntius, master of the 
harse, [A. U..C. S65, B. C. 497] marching out a numerous army 
of cavalry and infanUy, met the forces of the enemy at the lake 
Regillus, in the tenitory of Tusculum : and, as it wae Imewn 
that the Tarquinii were in the army of the Latines, ^ rage of 
the Romans could not be restrained, but thoy insisted on enga- 
ging insUntly ; for this reason, too, the battle was unusually ob. 
•tinate and bloody : for the genarals not only performed the doty- 



^ ^keetiagemy Umb^, but, esmouag t]i«ir «#Q 
wkh Ike comb«taiito,«BddMied the fight; and scaroelr om of 
fthe prineiiMa «iffioei« of eitWr wmy left the field inOiout beinff 
wounded, except the Roman dictator. Ae Poetamius vva» «? 
couiagu^ and maiehaUing hi« men in the fiaat line, Taiq miacB 
Supeibus, tbougb now enfeebled l)j age, apuned on hia boiv 
funoufl^ againat bim; but, rec«ving a Mow, ««& qoiekly anr- 
rounded by kia own men^ and earned off to a place of aafet?. 
On the other wing, JSbutina, the maater of the hone, made an 
•ttack OB Oetavitts Mamiiius ; nor wa* hia approach nnobaervti^ 
by the Tuaculan genecal, who advanced in full eaxeer to meet 
him ; and each aiming hia apear at hia antagpniat, tibey encoun- 
teied with auck vioience, that the «rm of J:bQtiua was pierced 
thioogli, and Mamiliaa recei«>ed a wound in hia breaat : the latter 
waa raeeived by the Lattnea in tbeiraeeond line ; while JEbu- 
tiua, disabled Iqr theyn^ond in hia arm fiKun wieUng a weapon, 
retired from the fight The JUtine ^nend, not in the lea^ dia^ 
pirited by hia wound, .continued his vkjoratw exertiona ; and 
pereei«ng hia. men begin to give ^un^ sent fat a cohort of 
Roman exilee, commanded by Lacina, the son of Tai^viniaa : 
theae, fighting under the impulae of keeaxeaentamnt, on account 
of their havmir been deprived of their property, tod (^ theit 
eountry, kept Sie battle for some time in suapenae. 

20. The Komaos were now on one aide giving way, when 
Maicua Valerius, brother of PubUcola, observing young Ta«* 

r' »itts, with oatentatioua fierceness, ^diihiting hia prowess m 
fiont of the exiles, and infiantcd with a deMie of suppovting 
the gkfy of his house, and that those w4)o enji^ed th^ honow 
of haviii^ expelled thfe royal family might also be signalized hf 
their destruction, set spurs to hia horae, and, with hia javelin 
preaented, made towarda Tar^inioa: Tarqfuinius avoided this 
violent adveraary by retiring into the body of his men ; and 
Valeriua raahly puahing forward into the line of the exiles, waa 
attacked, and run throuoh, by some person on one aide of him : 
and as the horse's speed was in no degree checked by the wound 
of the rider, the expiring Roman sunk to the earth, his anns 
filling over his body. Postumius the dictator aeeing a man of 
such rank (dain, the exiles advancing to the charge with fierce 
impetuosity, his own men disheartened and giving way, issued 
oioeia to lua cohort, a chosen band which he kept about his per- 
son aa a guard, that tbey ahould treat aa an enemy every mat^ 
of their own' army whom they ahould aee retreating. Meeting 
danger thus on both sides, the Romans, who were %ing, faced 
about aaainat the enemy, and renewed the fiofat : the dictator's 
cohort teen, for the first time, engaged in battle ; and, with firesh 
atreig^ and spirits, foiling on me exiles, who were exhausted 
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with fatigue, made great elaiighter of them. Ob thie oceasMm 
another combat between two general officers took place : the 
Latine seneial, on seeing the cohort of exiles almost surrounded 
bj the Roman dictator, ordered seyeral conuMnies from the re- 
aerre to follow him instantly to the front : Titus Herminias, a 
Ueotenant-generaU observing these as they marched up, and, 
among tibem, knowing Mamilius, who was distinguished by hb 
'dress and arms, encountered him with a strength so much supe- 
rior to what had been shown a little before by the master of the 
horse, that with one Mow he slew Mamilius, driving ^ the epear 
through his side. Thus was he yictorious ; but having receiv- 
ed a wound from a javelin, while he was stripping the annour 
from his adversary's body, he was carried off to the camp, and 
expired during the first dressing of -it. The dictator then flew 
to the cavahy, entreating them, as the infantry were now ^- 
t^ed, to dismount, and support the engagement ; they obejred 
his orders ; leaped from their horses, flew forward to the van, 
and, covering uiemselves with their targets, took poet as the 
front line : wis instantly revived the CQura^ of the infantrj, 
who saw the young men of the first distinction foregoing every 
advantage in their manner of fightinff^ and taking an equal share 
of the danger. By these mcwns the Latines were at length 
overpower^, their troops were beaten from their ground, and 
.began to retreat : the horses were then brought up to the cavsl- 
ly, in order that they might pursue the enemy, and the line of 
infantry followed. At this juncture the dictator, omitting no 
means of engaging the aid both of sods and men, is said to 
have vowed a temple to Castor ; and to have proclaimed re- 
wards to the first and to the second of the soldieni who should 
enter the enemy*s camp ; and so great was the ardour of the 
Romans, that they never remitted the impetuosity of the charge, 
^ by which they had broken the enemy's line, ^ntil ^hey made' 
" themselves masters of the camp. Such was the engagement at 
fhe lake Regillus. The dictator and master of the horse, on 
their return to the city, were honoured with a triumph. 

21. During the three ensuing years, [A.. U. C. 256, B. C. 
496] there was neither war nor yet a security of lasting peace. 
The consuls were, Qnintus Cloalius and Titos Lartius : then 
Aulus Sempronius and Marcus Minutios, [A. U. C. 257, B. C. 
495] in whose consulate the temple of Saturn was dedicated, 
and the festival called Saturnalia instituted. After them, [A. U. 
C. 258, B. C. 494] Aulus Postumius and Titus Virginius were 
made consuls. I find it asserted, by some writers, that the bat- 
tle at the lake Regillus was not fought until this year : and that 
Aulus Postumius, because the fidelity of his colleague was 
doubtful, abdicated the consulship, and was then made dictator. 
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8ach porpleiing mistakes, wilfa regaid to dates, occur from the 

magistrates beiu^ ranged in different order, by different wiHen, 

hat it is impossible, at this distance of timoi when not only the 

iscts, but the authors who relate them, are involved in the ob- 

cority of antiquity, to trace out a regular series of the consuls 

•a th^ succeeded each other,, or of the traasactbns as they oc- 

unred in each particular year. Appios Claudius and PuUius 

Servilius f A. U. C. 269, B. 0. 493] were next appointed to the 

onsulship. This year was rendered Jremarkable by the news of 

raxquinius' death ; he died at Gume, whither, on the reduction 

i the power of the Latines, he had retired for lefuge, to the 

Irzant Aristodemus. By this news, both the patricians and the 

tammons were highly elated ; but the former suffer^ their ex- 

Station on the occasion to carry them to unwairantable lene^ ; 

d the latter^ who, until that time, had been treated w^ the 

tmost deference, began to feel themselves exposed to insults 

om the nobility. During the same year, the colony of Sicnia, 

faich Tarquinius had founded' in his reign, was re*establi2ied, 

y filling up its number of colonists. The trflws of Rome were 

Hcreased to the number of twenty-one. The temple of Mercury 

was dedicated on the ides of May. 

^. Durinff these proceedings against the Latines, it could 
Mrdly be said tiiat there was either war or peace with the nation 
of the Volscians ; for, on the one hand, these had got troops in 
readiness, which they would have sent to the assistance ot the , 
Latines, if the Roman dictator had not been so quick inhia 
nieasures ; and, on the other, the Roman had used this expedi- 
tion, in Older that he mij^ht not be obliged to contend against the 
united forces of the Ijatmes and Volscians. In resentment of 
this behaviour, the consuls led the legions into the Volscian ter- 
ritory ; .the Volscians, who had no apprehensions of punishment, 
for a design- which bad not been put in execution, w$re con- 
founded at this unexpected proceeding, insomuch that, laving 
aside all thouffhts of opposition, they gave three hundred hos- 
tages, the children of the principal persons at Cora^and Pometia ; 
in consequence whereof, toe legions were withdrawn from thence, 
without hsvinir come to an enga^ment. However, in a short 
time after, the Volscians, being dehvered from their fears, resumed 
their former disposition, renewed secretly their preparations for 
war, and prevailed on the Hemicians to join them ; they also 
sent ambassadors throush every part of Latium, to stir up that 
people to arms. But the Latines were so deeply affected by 
their recent disaster, at the lake Regillus, and so highly incensed 
at any persons attempting to persuade them to engage in a war^ 
that they even offered violence to the ambassadors ; seizing tho 
Vijiscians, they conducted them to Rome, and there dehvered 
uv. vol.. I. — r 



l» "•w. 



, to ths eawnli, with iofonaation, that the Tobein*. ani 

H«niicunt wen preparing to make war on the Rmnaiw. Th« 
tJbk being laid befoie the aenatei the c^mdoet of the Latine» 
waa ao acceptable to tiie aenatoia, that they reatond to lhein«u 
thooaand of the priaonen ; and made an oider, beaidaa, that tho 
new magiatiatea iboald proceed in the bnaineaa lelatiTe to aa 
affiance, a point which had been ahnoat abaolutely refoaed them. 
The Latinea then highly applanded themaelvea for the pott 
which th<^ had acted, and the fhenda of ^peac^nl meaaurea wera, 
held in high eatimation ; thej aent to the capitol a golden crown, 
aa a pieaent to Jupiter, and, together with the ambaaaadora and 
the pifeaent, came a great mnhitnde of ^attendance, conaiating of 
the priaonem who had been aent back to their frienda. Toeea 
proceeded to the aeveral houaea of the peraona with whom each- 
of them had been in aervitnde, returned thanka for their ffBUMt- 
Ma behaviour i^< treatment of them dimng tho time of their 
calami^, and foimed mutual connexiona of faoapitalitj. NoTer, 
at any former time, waa the Latine nation more cloaely umted 
to the Roman goremment, by tiea both of a public and private 
nature. 

23. But, beaidea being immediately thiieatened with a Vol- 
acian war, the atate itaelf waa torn in piecea by inteattne 
aaimoaitiea, between the patriciana and commona, on account 
principally of peraona confined for debt :* theae complained 
loudly, that after fighting abroad for freedom and emph«, the^ 
were made priaonera and cnypreaaed by their countrymen 
home, and thilt the liberty of the commona waa more aecute it 
war than in peace — among their feea than among their owr 
countrymen. Thia apirit of ^diacontent, of itaelf increaaia] 
daily, waa kindled into a flame, by the extraordinary aoffering' 
of one man. A peraon far advanced in yeara, whoae appear 
aiiee denoted aevere diatreaa, threw himaelf- into the forum 
hia garb waa aqualid, and the figure of hia person atill moM 
ahocling, pale and emaciated to the laat degree ; beaidea, a long 
beard and hair had given hie countenance a aavage appearance 
Wretched aa waa the plight in which he ampeared^ he wa 
known notwithatanding ; aevenl declaredthat he had been cen 
turimi in the army, and, filled with compaaaion for him, men 

* If a debtor didnot discluuriKe his debt within thirty daya after it w 
demanded, he was summoned before the precor, who gave him op intc 
thfi hands of the creditor. Be ms kept in chains b^ him for aUty 
days : and ^q, on, three successive market-days; was brought to the 
pretors tnbanai, where a crier proclaimed the debt- and sometime 
7Jt?!*'L.?*'"*if '"*^®"?®^ *^« I^"^' by dischaiiing their debts: but, 
^i!^^ ^i?^- *>^P«o» *!»« creditor^ after the llnrd fuarket-day, hada 
SS^sSi^ll^cSLiSSCtrhSpSjS^^^ This slaver, 
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^m^ pnWeljr many other distinctions which lie htd dMaiati 
'in the serrice ; he himself exhibited scars on liis breast ife 
^Mtimonietf of his honotOtUe behavioar in several actidne. 
To those who UKjoired the eadse of thfet wretched conditkn, 
Itoth of his person and apparel, (a crowd meahtime having a»- 
=«enabled ronnd him, which resembled, in some degree, an asserii- 
%ly of the people,) he answered, that ** while he served in this 
^•nny driring thfe Sabine war, having not only 16;it the prodace 
^of his him by the depredations of the enemy, but his house 
beine bnmt, all his goods plondered, his cattle driven off, and a 
tu Being imposed at a time so distressing to him, he was 
Obliged to run in debt : that this debt, a^mvated by osiTry, had 
eotasnmed, first, his ftrm, which he had inherited ftom his father 
Irnd grandfather ; then, the remainder of his substance ; and, 
ttostly, like a pestilence, had reached his person; that he had 
•been dragged 1»y a creditor, not into servftttde, bnt into a house 
of oonection, ik rtther.a place of execution." He theh flliO#* 
led his back dtsngured with the (harks of fresh stripes : oti this 
sight, aftcir such a relation, a great nproar arose ; and the tuilMflt 
%as no longer confined to the ibrum, but spread 'dirough ev^ 
part of the city : those who Were then in confinement, imd those 
^kho had been rdeased from it, forced their way into the pobfic 
stkeet, a&d implored the protection of their fellow-cttizetti : 
there Was no spot which did not afford a voIiAitary assbcisie to 
sdd to the insuhection ; )W>m sU quarters they ran in bofiea, 
^irou^ evenr street, with great damour into the foiiim. The 
tttttation of ttte senators w£> happened to be there ^t that time, 
imd who fell in the Wav of this mOb, became highly perildos, ibr 
they would ct^tatidy ^ve '^proceeded to violence, had not the 
consols, Ptd>huA Servilius and Appius Claudius, h8!iBtiiy- iAter- 
posed their aiHhority. To them the multitnde tumed their 
applications ; showed their chains, and other maiks of wretched- 
feeas ; said^ that this was what they had deserved ; and, remhxd- 
ing them of their former servtees in war, and ht various 
engagements, insisted, with menaces rather than supplications, 
that they should assemble the senate : they then placed them- 
•elves round the senate-house, that they might act as witnesses, 
and directors of the coancfls Of government. • A very small 
number of Uie ienators, whom chance threw m die way, and 
these agdnst their will, attended the consuls : Tear kept the rest 
at a distance : so that nothing could be done by reason of the 
thmnein of t)ie meeting. The populace then conceived an 
'(B/jfimotk that there was a design to elude their demands by 
delay , thai die absence of certain of the senators was occir 
sioned, not by chance, nor by fear, but bv their wishes to o^ 
itmet ^a busmess ; that the consuls themselves slnnM % 
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baekwdnets, and that their miaeries were mamfeatly made « 
matter of mockery. The affair had now nearly arrived at audi 
a state, that even the majesty of the eonauls, it was feared, might 
be insufficient to restrain the rage of the people. At length the 
aenators, beginning to doubt whether they should incur the 
greater danger, by absenting themselves, or jy attending, cam« 
to the senate ; and when, after all this delay, a proper number 
had assembled, not onlv the senators, but even the coqsuIb 
themselves, differed widely in (pinion Appius, a man of a 
violent temper, thought that the not ought to be quelled by the 
weight of the consular authority, and that when one or two 
were taken into custody, the rest would be quiet : Scrvilins« 
more inclined to gentle remedies, maintained that, as the peo- 
ple's spirits were already wound up to such a pitch of ill-huroouTy 
It would be both, the aafer and the easier method, to bend, than 
10 break them. To add to these perplexities, they Were.threair 
ened with still greater peril from another quarter. ' 

S4. Some Latino horsemen arrived, in the utmost haste, with 
the alarming intelligence that the Volscians, in hostile array, 
were coming to attack the city ; which news, so entirely oppo- 
site were the views of the parties into which the state was 
split, affected the patricians and the commons in a very different 
manner. The commons ezulted with joy ; said the gods were 
coming to take vengeance for the tyranny of the patriciansi, and 
encouraged each other in the resolution not to enrol themselves, 
saying, ** it was better that all should tierish together, then that 
they should be the only victims ; let toe patricians serve as sol- 
diers ; let the patricians take arms, that those who reap the ad- 
vantages of war, may also und^i;g^ its seve^tiea^and hazards.'* 
On the other hand, the senate, dejected and confounded on 
finding themselves thus encompassed by dangers, from their 
countrymen on one side, and from the enemy on the other, be- 
sought the consul Servilius, whose temper was adf^ted to con- 
ciliate the regard of the people, that he would find means to 
^extricate the commonwealth from the dreadful apprehensions 
with which it was beset. Whereon the consul, dismissing the 
senate, went forth to the assembly of the people ; there he as- 
sured them that the senators were solicitous that care should be 
taken of the interest of the commons ; but that their *^ fears for 
the safety of the commonwealth, in general, had mtcrrupted 
their deliberations, concerning that part of the state, which, 
though it must be allowed to be the largest, was still but a 
pan ; nor could they, while the enemy was just at the gates, 
allow any busmess to take place of the necessary provisions for 
the war ; nor, even if they were allowed a little respite, wonld 
H be either for the honour of the commons, to have refused to 
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^ke anM in d c fenge of llieir ccrnntiy) unless on condltioik tf 
^t leceivinf hire for it : nor conU it fail of imnring tb6 replh 
IktioB of the steetore themselveft, if ^ej ttenld a|>pei^ td ^^ 
naw applied Uwir attentien to the good of their eoimtrtitaeil^ 
through fear, rather than afterward through inclinilMi.'' lie 
gnve proof of his siBcerfty in this diseoarse, by to «ilibti, where- 
by he ordained, that " no pemon shoiiM hold any^ Roliiin e^ien 
in bends or confimmentv so as to prevent his givitig in hie kiaifM 
to the eonsuls ; that no person shoafai take possetsiottf 0r Mattt 
sale» of the (^seda of a soldier, while on 9trntf6 ; tior detain in 
enstody either his children or grandchikfafen.*' On tht^ pnbliei- 
tion of this edict, snch debtors under aomst as were pieient, iii- 
ntantly ^to in their names^ and crowds of others^ ih isreiy pSA 
of the city, nishlng o«t of then- eonfinlBnient, when the cr^iton 
bad no bn^er a right to detain them, ran together to the ibniitt. 
to take the m^itarr oath: these composed a large body Of 
troops, a^d none, dnring the Vblaciah walr, displayed « gteat«t 
•haie of bravery and activity. The consnl led out hiii trait 
against the ene'niy« tnd pitched his caflB|»^it m snlitt distitlid'« 
£mm theirs. 

25. The foUowisfr tught, tile Voiseialis, eipeetiiig gtMt id- 
vantages firom the dSsensions of the Romans, approteSed theil 
camp, in hopea tfaat^ in the annonnding darkness, som« ihi^t 
desert or betray their pests. They were, however, netteeiyed^ 
t>y the sentinels ; the troops were called up, and, the «%tliil 
being given, Uiey ran to arms ; and by these means ftuMTaied 
tbe attempt of the Volscites : the lemainder of the hi^t #Ml 
dedicated to repose by both parties. Next day, at the firtt da^^ 
t^ Yolscians, having filled up the tienches, assanlted thfe ntW- 
put, and were proceeding to demolish the foitificttions ori etery 
side, when the consul, having delayed for some time in btdtt til 
tiy Uie temper of his men, thoujgh called on from all sides, tod 
paiticnlarly by the debtors, to nve the signal, at length, on find- 
ing their ardour so great, issued the order for sallying, and sett 
forth his troops, eager for the fi^. At the first onset, the 
enemy wero immediately routed, ami their rear harassed m their 
retreat, as far as the infantry were able to bursoe ; whiki the 
cavalij, not sufiering them to recover from toeir constematibA, 
drove them to their camp. In a littld time, the camp itielf was 
surrounded by the legions ; and the Volscbns not having cour- 
age enoufl^ left to make a stand there, it was taken and ptun^ 
dered. Next day, the legtoiis were led to Suesst Pometia, 
whither the enemy had retreiUedi and shortly after the town wa* 
tdien, .and given up to the troops to be plundered ; by these 
means, tile iMedy soldiers were in sodie measure relieved. Tbtf 
oonsul, havii^ acquired great gloiy, ledbwkhis vietoMutimy 
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to Konw. As he Was prepurmg for hw departuie, smbassa^on 
came to him from the Yolscians of £k;etra, who, after the taidns 
of Pometia, felt appi^iensiona for their own safety : these had 
peace granted them by decree of the senate, but were deprived 
of their lands. 

26. Immediately after, the Sabines also caused an alarm at 
Rome ; but it was in fact a tumult rather than a war. An a«> 
count was brought by night to the city, that a Sabine army were 
plundering the country, and had advanced as fiir as the zirer 
Anio, and that ther were rayaging and burning all the farms in 
that neighbourhood. Aidua Postumius, who had been dictator in 
Uie Latme wlur, was instantly despatched thither^ with all the 
cavalry, and the consul Servilius followed with a chosen body 
of foot. The greater part of the stragglers were cut off by the 
cavalry ; nor was the main body of the Sabines capable of re- 
iiBtiag the infantry on their approach ; fatigued both by their 
march and by collecting booty, a great number of them in the 
country houses, overcharged with meat and wine, had scarcely 
streiwth sufficient to enable them to fly. Thus was. this Sabine 
war mushed within the same night in which the first account o« 
it has been received: The next day,, while stogoine hopes were 
entertained that peace with all her neighbours was now securely 
established, ambassadors came to the senate from the Auranci- 
ans, denouncing war, unless the troops were withdrawn from 
the t^tories of the Yolscians : the army of the Auruncians 
had set out from home at the same time with the ambassadors ; 
and intelligence arriving that it had been seen not far from 
Aricia, it excited such an alarm among the Romans, that neither 
could the senate be consulted in a regular manner, nor could 
they, while busy themselves in taking up arms, give a peaceable 
answer to those who were advancing against them. The troops 
ijoarched to Axicia, and not far from thence meeting with the 
enemy, came to a general engagement, which without farther 
contest, put an end to the war. 

27. When the Auruncians were defeated,' the Romans, hav- 
ing vanquished so many different powers, withm the space of a 
few days, expected the fulfilment of the promises made them 
by the consuls, and strengthened by the engagements of the sen- 
ate. But Appius, instigated both by his own natural haughtiness, 
and a desire to undermine the credit of his collea^e, issued 
his decree on suits between debtor and creditor, with all pos- 
sible severity ; in consequence of which, both those who had 
formeriy been in confinement, were deUv«!ed up t4> their creditors, 
and others also were taken into custody. Whep this happened 
to be the case of any of the soldiers, he appealed to the other 
consul; a crowd gathered about Servilius reminded him of ^hia 
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promises, upbraided .him with their serrices in war, and the 
scars which they had received ; insisted that he should lay the 
affair before the senate ; and that, as consul, he should support 
his countrymen, and, as general, his soldiers. The consul was 
affected by these remonstrances; but circumstances obliged 
him to decline interfering, not only his colleague, but the wtole 
faction of the nobles, having gone so violently into opposite 
measures. By thus acting a middle part, he neither avoided the 
hatred of the commons, nor procured the esteem of the patri- 
cians; the latter, considering him as destitute of the firmness 
becoming his office, an4 as too fond of popular applause, while 
the former looked on him as a deceiver ; and it shortly appeared 
that he was become no less odious than Appius. A contest 
happened between the consuls, as to which of them should dedi- 
cate the temple of Mercury. The senate refused to decide the 
matter, and referred it to the people, ipassing a vote that tq 
whichever of them the dedication sliould be ^nted, the same 
should preside over the markets, should institute' a college of 
merchants, and join the pontiff in the performance of the cere- 
monies usual on such occasions. The people gave the honour 
of the dedication to Marcus Lsetorious, a centurion of the first 
rank, showing plainly that tioy acted thus, not merely out. of 
respect to the person, on whom they conferred an office of 
higher dignity than became his sta^n, but with design to affiront 
the consds. This threw the patricians, and one of the consuls 
particulariy, into a rage ; but the commons had now assumed a 
greater degree of courage, and began to prosecute their meas- 
ures in a very different method from that in which they had set out. 
Having given up all hopes of protection from the consuls and 
the senate, whenever they saw a debtor led to the court, they 
flew together from alV quarters ; so that neither could the sen- 
tence of the consul be Leard amidst their noise and cktmours, 
nor when it was pronounced did any one obey it. All was man- 
aged by force ; and the whole dread and danger, with respect 
to their freedom, was transferred from the debtors to the credit- 
dn, who, standing single, were abused by the multitude, under 
the very eye of the consul. Tor add to the perplexity df the 
senate, the alarm was spread of an attack being intended by the 
Sabines ; and, orders being issued for levying troops, not a man 
gave in his name. Meanwhile Appius, in a rage, inveighed 
bitterly against the criminal lenity of his colleague, saying that, 
by his popular sHence, he was betraying the commonwealth ; 
■od that, besides refusing to enforce the laws with respect to 
creditors, be neglected also to execute the decree of the senate, 
for levying troops. He declared that " the interest of the state 
WM not yet entirely deserted, nor the consular office yet stripped 
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•f ite anthoritx ; that hs luBMelf would stand foith siA^Tf And 
vindicate hit own dignity, and that of the aetiate." TlMnigfa 
flwnound^ by the tomtitudc which asaenibled daily, artd were 
of a temper too Tiolent to be conttoUed, he oirdetM otie of the 
brineipal ringl cader a of the mob to be apfH^heiided. When thb 
Kctora laid Mid of ham, he a]i|iealed ; bet the eoiteol wbuM not, 
at first, allow the appeal, thete being no doobt in^hat the sentence 
of the people wouid be. His obatina^, however, Was at len^ 
oTeicome, more by the adnee and iiilhienee of the nobi&ty', tamn 
by the clamotars of the people : so fimdy did he Withstand the 
indignation of the multitade. fVom this time, the etil d^ah 
ttained gpfoond, showing jtself net imly in ojpen esptessiohs of 
discontent, but, what waa much more pehiicieiis, in sectet meet- 
ings and private cabaisw At leimth these consuls, so odioae to 
the pei^le, went out of oiBcei Appins in high favour With th^ 
patricians, Serviliua with neitter pirty. 

36. Next entered on the emiralship, [A. U. C. 960, &. C 
492] Anlus VRginins and Titus Vetusius. The people now; 
not being able to judffe what sort of consols they were to hate, 
took care to form nightly nieetinffB,-sonie on the Esquiline, oth^ 
ers on the Aventine mount, in oraer that their proceedings nii^ 
hot be confosed, by their being obliged to adofrt measures haaSj 
in the forum, aodLto aot, en every occasion, at random, and 
without a phuL The consols, considering this as a very dan«> 
gerous proceeding, which it really was, pfoposed it to the 
eonsideiation of the senate, but were not allowed, aAef ptopo* 
sing it, to take the votes regularly, a giieat tumult ariaing on ch* 
mention, of it among the senators, who exclaimed, and eitpreseed 
the highest indi^tion at the Consuls attempting to throw on 
that body the odmm of an afiair which ought to Imve been quel* 
led by the consulsr authority. They told them, that <* if there 
really had been ma^istratet in the commonwealth, thett would 
have been no councd at Rome, but thepubHoone. At present 
the government wae divided and dispersed into a thousand sen^ 
ate-houses and assemblies, some meetings bemg held on the 
Esquiline mount, others on the Aventine. That they had no 
doubt but one man, such as Appius Claudius, would have die* 
peised those meetings in a ilioment's time. The consuls, ott 
leceiving this leboke, asked the aenate, what then they would, 
have them do 1 for they were resolved, Uiey said, to act wi^all 
the activity and vioour which the senate might recommend. A 
decree then passed that they ahould enfc^ee the levies with thd 
utmost strictness ; for that the commons were grown inscJeiit 
thxough want of employment. Bismtseing the senate, the eon* 
■els mounted the tribunal, and cited the younger citixens bf 
hek names. No answer being made, the multitude which atood 
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lound, like a general asseiiiblj, declared that *< the commons 
could be no longer deceived ; and that not a single soldier 
ahould be raised, until the pablic engagements were fulfilled. 
That eyery man must hare his liberty restored, before arms 
were put into his hands, thai the people might be convinced thi^ 
were to fight for their country and fellow-citizens, not for their 
masters." The consuls saw clearly enough what the senate 
expected firom them ; but of those who syAe with the greatest 
▼enemence within the walls of the senate-house, not one was 
present to stand the brunt of the contests, and every- thing 
thieateped a desperate one with the commons. It was resolved, 
therefore, before they should proceed to extremities, to consult 
the senate again ; the consequence of which was, that all the 
younger senators rushed up hastily to the seats of the consuls, 
deeirins them to abdicate the conaiilship, and lay down a com- 
mand Uiey wanted spirit to support. 

29. Having inade sufficient trial of the dispositions of both 
sides, the consuls at length spoke out : ** Conseript fathers, lest 
ye should hereafter say that ye were not forewarned, know that 
a dangerous sedition is ready to break out. We demand that 
those who are the most forward to censure us for inactivity, may 
assist us by their presence, while we hold the levy. We wiU 
proceed in the business in such a manner as shall be approved 
by the most strenuous advocates for vigorous measures, since 
such is your pleasure.*' They then went back^ to the tribunal, 
and ordered, purposely, one of those who were within view to 
be cited : finding that he stood mute, and that a number of peo- 
ple had formed a circle round him to prevent afly force being 
used, the consuls sent a lictor to him, who, being driven back, 
those of the senators who attended the consuls exclaiming 
a^nst the insolence of audK behwiouv, flew down from the 
tribunal to assist the lictor. The populace then, quitting the 
lictor» to whom they had offered no other opposition than that of 
hindering him from making the seizure, directed their force 
against me senators ; but the consuls interposing quickly, put an 
end to the scuffle, in which, as neither stones nor weapons had 
been used, there was more clamour and rage than mischief. The 
seiiate, called tumultuously together, proceeded in a manner 
still more tumultuous ; those who had been beaten, demanding 
an inquiry into the affair ; and the most .violent of them en- 
deavouring to carry their point by clamour and noise, rather than 
by vote. At length, when their rage had somewhat subsided, 
the consuls, reproaching them with being equally disorderly, in 
the senate-house as in the forum, began to collect the votes. 
There were three different opinions ; rublius Viiginius thought 
that *^ the case did not extend to the whole body of the coio- 
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BMM, imd tltet llioie tmlf 'weY6 to %e cimmA^tei, ^o, rc9^1tig 
«li tbe pmrnbei «f the tdninl Pti^tfii SerriHtrB, likd senrea in 
%fae VolsaMi AiiraneMa, ind Sifbin« Wtts :" Tftus Latghfs ^»r«s 
. •f opnoon, tJMt *' tiie pn»eiit juncltit^ i^j<it(ir^ somethihglnore 
than ^ BUking % tetath fBft Mtnee^ pcarfMnned ; tliftt the vrlkole 
Ifady of tbe ^eomMeftt "^v^lre orernvlKlHidd wiCh d^ Mr t^Otdd 
tfaenrogve* "Of the «^t be Mdfj|)«d, nideM 'Oife adyanta^ lof ibe 
whcie were litteftd^ to. On the eon&ary, if dnseh«ions were 
wede, this ^vvodd add faA lib tht dittenitona, instead of extin- 
ffoisfaiag ihMs." Appktt Claudms, "^hese ten^, nattinlly 
taHsb, tvM teused to a degt^ of feroetty by his hatted to the 
comnoHfe Oft ike OUe hihd, UtiA the applaose of the patricians on 
4ie other, ^ffnied that *• tlQ. theve distuirhances were excitied, 
ttot hy thie peopte's^oilenhgs, hvit their ticentioosness ; aM tbnt 
Ibe oowBMHiB W4M actuate hy a sjpSnt of wktitonflneiw, raiSier 
than by resentment of injuritfs : this waa the conseqnctf^ of 
.giving theiftm li^t no appeal ; Ibr tSL ftst « consnl eoold do, 
was to dtfeKton, he etfuM not eotaraiand, when people are tShfr" 
«d to a|iipeal to those ^O hb<re been accomplices ih then- ttaos- 
vresmma. Come, bald \ie, let us create a dictator, from ^om 
ware is wo appeal : this madness, winch has set the whole state 
ia a flame, will qoiekly sink into sSence. I^et me then see 
who will striiEe t M^or, when he know^ that the very pekwm 
whose ^giHty he Ihsahs, has the sole and entire disposal of his 
fmrson sm of hisliire.'* 

SO. To many, the expedient recomMaended hy Appink i^pett- 
«d too toii|h and too violent, and justly so ; on the other hand, 
the propoeitSMis of Vitgrnins and Largius wete considered as 
tending w eitihtish a had preced«ent ; partictdariythat of La»- 
gMS, mAth wto uttetly suhversive df all credit. Tlie advice o^ 
virglirhls WM 'deemed to he the farthest from excess on either 
wde,«nd a joat meditnn between the odier two. But, through the 
apiiit ef faction, and men's tegaid to their private ihteresta, 
(things whidi fetlir did and ever will hnpede the public councils) 
Appias prevwled, and was himself very hear hein^ created dic- 
tator ; whieh proceeding, beyond atoy other, would have highly 
disffusted the commons, at a very critical juncture, when m& 
YMKitaa, the ufiquana, and the Sabines, happened to be all in 
ttms at the same tiaae. But the donsuls and the eMer part of 
the senate took care that a command in itself uncontrollable, 
ahauld be intruat^ to a person of a mild disposition ; and accord- 
Insly they chosd for dictator Manius Valerius, son of Tolesus. 
AUhough ^ commons saw that the dictdor was created in op- 
position to them, yet, as by his brother's law they enjoyed the 
privilege of appeal, they dreaded nothing harsh or overbearing 
%om that fanuly. Their hopes were farther encouraged by an 
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nikA whiok the dictator pnUitiMd', o£ the mok^hmimt si gBiwral 
vith the edict oi the eaoMl Servi&is ; hut m tbey> &oaghfc 
that the]f had. home seeoKS grounds, of con^denoe, both uk^km 
man himself, and intho power with which he was invested, tfaeje 
desisted from the contest, and gaxoin. their osmes. Teh lemooe 
wooB completed^ a ituee ^pnater thnikhad^etieBbeen misedbel&e.; 
of these, three were aasigaed to each.of thB.cQnsiilst the otfaes 
feur wem commanded hy. the dictatti^. Was.ooiild now. be no 
fen^defeaed.: the ^vMMslwdiinQadedthotemloncBjDf the 
Latmea ; and these, by their ambaasadors petitioned; the senate, 
tfaat.they would eith^ send troops.to pm^eet them, or peanift 
them take, aons themselves, to defend.their^iipntienL It wns 
judged the safer' method to defend the Xatinen withonb their own 
assistance, th|in to. allow them to. handle .aims again : theconwd 
Yetusins was therefore aent thtthei^ who. putt an> end to. the 
depredalioos. sThe ^Ekinansr retised kam. the't plains,, snd provic 
dad- for their ssJety on &q tops of] the monntamai re^ng mors 
OB the situation than, on thea aims. The otfaenotfmsal who 
maiohed against the Volnciana, not choosing tfaathis; time shoold 
be. wasted in Uke. manner, used, emeigr means, particoiarly hv 
wvaging the country, in crder to pnwpke the -ennmy. to approaeh 
neamr;, and: to hazard an (Sngagemei^ They worn drawn up in 
order of battle in a. plain between the two. camps, each, parfy 
before their own rampart. The ¥olscians.h«d:conndemhly thn 
advantage in point nf munben ; they therefore admnoedc to. the 
lights in a careless, manner* as if despisiog' the enemy. The 
Bnman consoLdid not.snfisr his troops, to moiws^ nor to return 
the sboiit, hot ondered them to stand) with. th«ur j«retins fixed in 
the ground, and as soon as the enemy shQttld<CQUM) within reaeh, 
then to exsfl. at onee their utBMMt^<»niii and decide the a&ir 
with their swords. The Volscinns, fUii^Died with running and 
sbontii^, niafaedpn.the Ronans» whom they believed to be bor 
aunbea with fear; but wh^i thc]s found.a. w^rouk^ maist«wei 
and the swovds etittexing be^wpe theif^^es^.strackr with oonster*- 
nation, just as if they haid fallen intorsit ambuito»de». they, turned 
thou: badts ; nor had they atsen^ leftf to enable tbepi. to mak» 
Uieir escape, having, exhwistednt Inr ^dvanoii^ tn the> battle in 
fidl vpeod^ The Itoman% on the otoerhand, hiringtstood quiet 
during. the. first, pert of the en^igement^ had. their vigour -fresh^ 
•Ad easily oi^rtaking theweaiidd f«gittves» took Uieir oamp l^ 
assault, andpoiwuing them« as tb^. fl«d Ifom.thence to Ynlune^ 
the vgktors and the vnnquished composing^ as it were, but <me 
body, rushed into the city, together. Poopl^ of every kind were 
put to the sword, without distinction, and them was more blood 
njlt thiu;ievenin the. fight : a small number only« who threw 
dbwn their anna, obtained qu^tsK. 
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31. WMe theie iihiam fwwgdm the country of die Volsck— , 
the Sabioes, who were By hi the most formidaUe enemy, were 
looted, pat to flight, and beaten oat of their camp, by the dictm- 
tor. ne had at first, by a charge of his cavalry, thrown the 
centre of the enemy's Une into disorder ; which, while they ex* 
tended their wings too far, had not been sufficiently strengthen- 
ed by a proper depth of files. Before they could recoyer from 
this confusion, the infantry fell on them, and continued their 
attack, without intermission, until they made themselves masters 
of their camp, and put a conclusion to the war. Since the 
battle at the lake Regillus, there had not been obtained, in those 
times, a more glorious victory than this : the dictator entered 
the city in triumph, and, besides the accustomed honours, there 
was a place in the circus assigned to him and his posterity for a 
seat, and a curule chair fixed in it. From the vanquished Vol 
scians the lands of the district of Velitne were taken, for which 
inhabitants were sent from the city, and a colony established 
there. Soon after this, a battle was fought with the .£quaa», 
against the inclination indeed of the consul, who considered the 
disadvantage of the ground the troops had to traverse ; but the 
soldiers accusing him of protractmg the business, in order that 
the dictator might go out of office before they should return to 
the city, and so his promises fall to (he ground without effect, as 
had tbiose of the former consuls, they at length prevailed on 
him tojnarch up his army, at all hazards, againat the steep of 
the mountain. Rash as this undertaking was, yet, through the 
cowardice of the enemy, it was crowned with success ; for, be- 
fore a weapon could be thrown, struck with amazement at the 
boldness of the Romans, they abandoned their camp, which they 
had fixed in a very strong position, and ran down precipitately 
into- the valleys, on the opposite side : there the Romans gained 
a bloodless victory, and abundance of booty. Though their 
arms were thus attended with success, in three dififerent quar* 
ters neither patricians- nor commons were free from anxiety 
respecting /the issue of their domestic affairs. Witli such pow- 
erful influence, and with such art also, had the lenders of money 
eoncerted their measures, that they were able to disappoint not 
only the commons, but even the dictator himself : for Valerius, 
im the return of the consul Vetusius, took care that the first 
business which came before the senate should be that of the 
people, who had returned home victorious ; and proposed the 
question, what did they think proper- to be done with respect to 
tiie persons confined for debt 1 and when they refused to take 
the matter into consideration, he said : ** My endeavours to re- 
store concord are, I see, displeasing to you : believe me when 
I solemnly declare, that the time will ahortly come when you 



BISTOBT or «MM. — ^BOOK II. tSl 

will wish that the oommoiiB of Bon* had jaat soch patrona aa 
I am : as to ^.^aelf, I will neithei ha Che nieaKia of farther iliaa|>- 
pointmenU to the hopea •f nj coonftiymeB, nor will I hold tha 
office of dictator without «ffe(^. Intesliaa diaeoid and foreigii 
wars made it naoeaaafy lev the commoiiwealth-to have audi a 
m^strate : peaqe has been proottvad ahroad, at home it ia not 
Btt&red to take plaee ; it ia my doteraiiaatioii then, in time of 
sedition, to •^fqpeac in the chanolerof a pnrade citiaeD, rather 
than that of dictator." Then withdnwing iiroBB the aenato- 
houae, he abdicated the diotatocahip. The oaae sppearad to the 
conunoDs^ aa if ha had<ieaigned hia office oat of resentment of 
the troatment sfaowitto tern* and therefore, aa if he had fulfil- 
lad his enga^menta, it not having been hia 'fault that they ^era 
not fulfill^, they attended him, aa heietiaed.to hia houae, with 
aj^Tobation and appUnae. 

32. The aenale wfte thmt aeixed with apprehenaiona, that if 
the citizena should be difechaiged from the aimy, their secnt 
eabals and conapiiaciea woald- ha roiiewed ; wherefore, aupfio- 
sing that, though the levy waa made by the dictator, yet aa the 
aoldiera had sworn obedience to the consuh, they wore, still 
bound by that oath, they oedeved the legiena, under the pretext 
of hostiUtiea being ren^ived by 'the j£qaaBa, to be led out of the 
city : which step served only to hasten the breaking out of the 
sedition. It ia said >thal; the plebeians, at lirst, entertaiard 
thoogltf a of puttifl^ the conauls to death, in order that they 
mi^ be thereby diaeharged ftom the oath ; but being afterward 
informed that no religious obligation could be dissolved by an 
act of wiekednesa, t£y, by the advice of a peaon called Sici- 
nius, letired, without waitmg lor orden from ^ consuls, to the 
sacred mount, beyond the nvet Anio, about 'three miles from the 
city. This account ia moie ^eneml^ credited, than that given 
by Piso, who aaya, the aeeeaaien waa.raade to the Aveotine. in 
this pUce, without any commander, having Ibnified their camp 
with a rampart and trcnohi they mnained quiet for several days, 
taking nothing from any- one but neoeaaazy aobaisience, neither 
receiving nor giving onfenoe. Great was the consternation in 
the city ; all was fearful susbense and rantual apprehension : >tha 
plebeians, who were left bcdiind by their brethren, dreaded the 
violence >of the patricians ; the patricians dreaded the plebeiana 
who remained in the city, not knowing whether they ought to 
wish for their stay, or for their departure : but ** how long could 
it be supposed that the multitodc which had seceded, would re- 
main inactive I And what would be tlie consequence, if, in the 
mean time, a foreign war should break out ? No glimpse of 
hope could they see left, except io concord between the citizens, 
whiq^piust be re-established in the state on any teems, whetheC 
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fair or tmfatr." They determined, tfaeref<Mre, t6 seiid, aft atnba*- 
sadon to the plebeians, Menenba Agrippa, a man of eloquence^ 
and acceptable to the commona, because he had been originally 
one of their body. He, being admitted into the camp, is said to 
have related to them the foilswing faUe, delivered in antiquated 
langnaffe, and an uncoath style : *' At a time when the members 
of thenuman bodv did not, as at present, aH unitQ in one plan, 
but each member had its own scheme, and its own language ; 
the other parts were provoked at seeing that the fruits of all 
their cue, of all their toil and service, were applied to the use 
of the belly ; and that the belly meanwhile remained at its ease, 
and did nothing but enjoy the pleasures provided for it ; on this 
they conspired together, that the hand should not bring food to 
the mouth, nor the mouth receive it if offered, nor the teeth 
chew it. While they wished, by these angry measures, to sub- 
due the bdly through hunger^ the members,- and the whole body, 
were, together with it, reduced to the last stage of decay : from 
thence it appeared that the office of the belly itself wa^ ndl 
confined to a slothful indolence ; that it not only received nour- 
ishment^ but supplied it to the others* conveying to every part 
of the body, that blood, on which depends our tife and vigour, 
by distributing it equally through the veins, after having brought 
it to perfection by digestion of the food.** Applying tms to the 
present case, and showing what simUitode there was between 
the dissension of the members, and the resentment of the com- 
mons against the patricians, he made a considerable impression 
on the people's minds. 

33. A negotiation was then opened for. a reconciliation ; and 
an accommwlation was eff^ted, on the terms ihat the plebeians 
dbould have magistrates of their own, invested with inviolable 
privileges, who might have power to afford them protection 
against the consuls : and that it should not be lawful for any of 
the patricians to hold that office. Accordingly, there were two 
tribnnes of the commons created, Cains Licmius, and Lucius 
Albinius ; and these created three colleagues to themselves, 
among whom was Sicinius, the adviser of the secession : but 
who the other two were, is not agreed : some say that there were 
only two tribunes created on the sacred mount, and that the de- 
voting law* was passed there. [A. U. C. 261, B. C. 491.] 

* Which declared, that anj person who should violate the person or 
privileges of a plebeian tribune should be devoted to Ceres, with his prop- 
erty : and any one might put him to death with impunity. These tn- 
bunes, at their first institntion, could not properly be called magistrates, 
having no particular tribunal, nor any jurisdiction over their fellow-citi- 
sens. Dressed like private men, and attended only by one officer, or 
beadle, called viator, they sat on a bench without the senate, intoaliich 
hey were not admitted, except when the consuls required theirlRnd- 
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During the seceisioii of the commons, Spurins Cassraji and Pbt- 
tumiiM C^minius entered on the consnlniip. In their eonsnlete 
the treaty with the Latines was concluded ; for the pnipose of 
ratifying this, one of the consuls remained at Rome, and the 
other, being sent with an army against the Volscians, defeated 
and put to fiieht those of Antium ; and, having driven them into 
the town of Longnla, pursued the blow, and made himself mas- 
ter of the town. He afterward took Polosca, another town be- 
longing to the same people ; then with all his force attacked Co- 
rioh. There was then m the camp, among others of the young 
nobility, Caius Marcios, a youth of quick judgment and lively 
courage, who was afterward somamed Goriolanos. The Ro- 
man army, while engaged in the siej^ of Gorioli, applying their 
whole attention to me garrison, which the^ kept shut up in the 
town, without any fear of an attack from without, were assaulted 
on a sudden by the Volscian legions, who had marched thither 
from Antium, and at the same time the enemy sallied out from 
the town : Mareius happened to be then on guard, and being 
supported by a chosen body of men, he not only repelled the 
attack of the sallying party, but rushed furiously in at the open 

fate ; and, piling ul to the sword in that part of the city, laid 
old of the first fire which be found, and tvew it on the houses 
adjoining the wall ; on which the shouts of the townsmen, min- 
gling with the cries of the women and children, occasioned by 
the first fright, served both to add courage to the Romans and 
• to dispirit me Volscians, as they perceived that the town was 
taken which they had come to relieve. By this means the Vol- 
ecians of Antium were defeated, and the town of Corioli taken ; 
and so entirely did the glory of Mareius eclipse the fame of the 
consul, that were it not that the trdfeity with the Latines. being 
engraved on a brazen pillar, remained to testify that it was rati- 
fied by Sporius Cassius alone, the other consul being absent, it 
would not have been remembered that Postumius Cominius was 

•nee, to give their opinion on soifie allUr which concerned the interest 
of the plebeians. Their sole function was to protect the plebeians br 
interpo«ing, in case of any grievance or ioiposicion attempted by their 
superiors; and their power extended no farther than one mile round 
the city. Yet they afterward found means, under various pretences^ 
^nd by almost imperceptible degrees, to draw to themselves, and to the 
commons, the laxg er share of the power of aovemment : intrcxlucing a 
great degree of democracy Into the polity of the state, which, since the 
expulsion of the kings, had been a kind of aristocracy. They were 
not allowed to t>e absent from the city one whole day, except doling the 
Latine festivals, and were obliged to keep their doors open, night and 
4by, to admit complainants. At the same time were elected two other 
plebeian officers, caII•^d assistants to the tribunes : but being afterward 
charged with the care of the public buildinga, ana the cognisance of a 
like nature, which had before belonged to the consuls, the? got the title 
JEdiie% at adibut euranditj from inspecting the pnbUc edifices. 
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•ppmntod to conduct die wax. This yvar died Menettiw Agap- 
pa, through the whole coone of hi« Ufa aquaUy telo^ned by the 
patticiaiM and the plebeiana ; and, after the aeceeaioD, aiM BBore 
endeared to the latter. Tbia oaaa, who, in the chaiaoter of media- 
tor and umpire, had ra eata bU ahe d concord amo^g biAconnteyaasn, 
the ambaaaador of the aenate to the plebeiana, thepemon who 
broqght back the Roman coeunooa to the city, waa not poa- 
aeaaed of pr^»erty aufficient for the evpenee oi a foDoraL He 
waa btiried at the charge of the commoaa, by e coatiibvttoik of a 
aextaoa* finna each peraon. 

34. The conaida who aucceeded were Titoa GregaoMe- and 
PubUna Minucioa. During thiayear, EA. U. C. 36^,6. C. 400] 
when the atate waa undiiSurbed by ^Nreign waia, and the dia- 
aenaiona at home had been healed, a more ^nevoua cateflaky 
of another nature fell on it : at firat a acazsitf of pEOYiaioB% oc- 
caaioaed by the landa lying unbilled duiing tke eeoeeeion of the 
commona ; andafterwajd,-a fimune, nocleea aavere thaa whet ia 
felt in a beaieged city. Thia without doubt would h«v» in- 
creased to 8u<£ a degree that the alayea, and also i^atiy ef the 
commons, muat have perished, bad not the ceoaula tahen meaa- 
ures to remedy it, by sending to all Quartera to buy up eocii ; 
not only into EUuria on the coast to the rig^ ot Oatia, and by 
permission of the Volsciaos, along the coast on the left ae fiir 
as Cams» but even to Sicily ; ibr the hatred eateitained- against 
them by Uieir neighbours compelled them thus to look for aid to 
distant countriea. After a quantitv of com had beeit poxcbeaed 
at Cumse, the ships were detained by the tyrant AnatodemHB, 
as the prop^ty of the Tarquinii, whose heir he was. Ameng 
the Voiscians, and in the Pompline district, it could not even 
be purchased^ the persons eoffaged in that buainesa being in 
danger of their livca.from ue violence of the linbahitanta. 
From £truria, aome com was conveyed by the Tiber, l^ which 
tho peo]^ were supported. At thia unaeaaouabie time, whde 
thus distressed by the scarcity, they were in danger of being 
larther harrassed by war, had not a moat deatruettve peatileaee 
attacked the Volaciana, when they were jaat ready to commence 
hoatflitiea. By thia dreadfel calamity the enemy were so dispir- 
ited, that, even after it had abated, they could not entirely rid 
their minda of the terror which it had occaaioned. Besides, the 
Romana not only augmented the mimbera in their settlement at 
Velitrs, but sent a new colony into the mouataina ef Noi^ to 
aerve aa a barrier in the Pomptine tenritory. In the suCGeadifie 
eoBsokto of Marcus Minucias and Aohia Sempronius, [A. V. c! 
968» B. C. 489] a great quantity of com waa brought from Sicilj^, 

* About one hal^ony eacli 
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ftnd It was debated in the senate at what price it thoald be gif do 
to the commons. Many were of opinion, that now was the 
time to humble the commons, and to recover those rights which, 
by the secession and violence, had been extorted fifom the patri- 
cians ; Marcins Coriolanus, particularly an avowed enemy of tiM 
power of the tribunes, said : ** If they wish to have provisions 
at tho usual price, let them restore to the patricians their former 
rights : why am I obUged, after being sent under the yoke, after 
being ransomed, as it were, firom robbers, to behold plebeian 
magistrates, to behold' Sicinius invested with power and author- 
ity f Shall I submit to such indignities longer than necessity 
compels me 1 Shall I, who could not endure Tarqoinius on the 
throne, endure JSieinius t Let him "how secede, let 'him call 
away the commons * the road is open to the Sacred Mount, and to 
other hills : let them carry off the com from our lands, as they 
did two years ago : let them make the best of the present state of 
the market, which they have occasioned by their own madness. 
I afiirm with confidence, that when they are brought to reason 
by their present sufferings, they will themselves become tiUen 
of the lands, rather than take arms and secede, to prevent their 
being tilled." Whether such a measure were expedient, is not 
now easy to say ; but, in my opinion, it was very practicable for 
the patricians, by insisting on terms for lowering the price of 
provisions, to have freed uemsdves from the tri^nitian power, 
and every other restraint imposed on them against their will. 

85. llie method proposed appeared to tM senate to be too 
barsh, and incensed the commons to such a degree, that they 
were veiy near having reconrse to arms. They complained, 
that, " as if they were enemies, attempts were made to destroy 
Ihem by famine : that they were defrauded of food and suste- 
nance : that the foreign com, the only support which, unexpect- 
edly, fortune had given them, was to be snatched out of their 
mouths, unless the tribunes were surrendered up in bonds to 
Caius Marcius ; unless he were gratified by the personal suffer- 
ings of the Roman commons : a new kind of executioner had 
come forward, who gave them no alternative but death or slave- 
ry." They would bave proceeded to violence against him as 
he came out of the senate-house, had not the tribunes very op- 
portunely summoned him to a trial. This suppressed their n^, 
when every one saw himself a judge, and empowered to decide 
on the lifo and death of his foe. At first, Marcins heard the 
timats of the tribunes with scom : ** The authority given to 
their office," he said, ** extended ojily to the aff<»ding protee- 
tion, not to the inflicting of punishment. That they were tri- 
bunes of the commons, not of the patricians." But tho whole 
body of the commons had taken up the oauBO with ioch implft* 
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caUe nanositjr, that the petriciaiw were undec Ibe naeom^ of 
devotiiig one victim to pumshment ior the general saietj. I'h^ 
stregfflM, hevrever, notwithetendiog the weight of the public 
hetied which thev had to contend with, and not only each par* 
ticular Biember« but the whole collective body exerted thoir nt- 
»oat efifocts; and. firat they tried, whether, by posting their 
cUenta in divers places convenient ibr the purpose^ they 90M 
not deter the several plebeians irom attending the B^eetinge and 
cabals» sad thereby put a stop to &rther piooeedinga. AiW^ 
ward they all came ibrth in « body, addiessiBg the coixunow 
vrith entreaties and suppiicatioas ; one would have thoogfat that 
every particiaa was going to stand his trial. They besought 
them, if they did not think proper to acquit Maicius as inoo- 
ccmt, yet, considering him as li^ty, to grant as a favour on thnr 
request, the pardon ot one citizen, one senator. However^ aa 
he hisaself did not appear on the day aj^poihted, they persisted 
in their yesentment. He was condemned in lus abaeace, and 
went into exile to the Volscians, uttering menaces against hie 
country, and breathina already the resentment. of an enemjF. 
The VolseiAns reeeived lum hindly, and daily iocseaaed their at- 
tention and respect, in proportion as they bad opportuiuties of 
observing the violeniBe of his anger towards his countryoiei^ 
•gainst whom he would <^ten utter complaints, and even threats^ 
He lodged in the house of Attius TuUos, who was theu. the 
man of by far greatest consequence among the Volscians, and 
an inveterate enemy to the Komans : aa that the one, being 
stimulated by an old animosity, the other by a fre^ reseutment, 
^y began to concert schemes ior bringing about a war vnith 
Rfxne. They judged, however, that it woi:dd be a difficult 
matter to prevail on their people to take arms, whiclt.they had 
so often tried without success ; that by the many wars wluch 
the^ had sustained at different timesr i^nd lately by the loss of 
their young men in the pestilence, their spirits were broken ; 
and that it was necessary to make use of art, in order that theif 
hatred, which had now lost its keenness through length of time, 
might be thereby whetted anew. 

36. It lu^>pened that preparations were then making at Rome 
iot a repetition of the great games* Tba reason of repeating 
them was this : on the morning of the day when the games 
were to have been celebvtted, before the shows began, a master 
of a family, after bishifig his slave loaded with a neckryoke, had 
driven him across the middle of the circus ; the gamea wer^ 
afterward exhibited, aa if this affair had no i^ation to rahgion. 
Some short time afler, Titqs Atinius, a plebeian, had a dream ; 
ha imagined Jupiter to have said to him* that ** the danoftr, who 
PfHbrmed previously to Ui» games, had been dispWaawglQ hwftt 
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ftiid mlcMthon fUMs^raie iepe«t«4, uid lh»jt. w » Wfiiifirt^t 
manner, the ct^ wouM be in dbmr ;** and esdered him to go 
and tell this to tiie conaabu AltlMHiffh tjbe «ma*« npUid w#s 
wkkr the infiueoce of a considerable degree of iwiperetitiont yet 
the awe Which he lielt at the high dignity of the negietiatef, and 
hie own apprehenaione leet he shonhi he treated % Ihem, and 
the pubhe, a« an object of ridieule, OFeieaoie hie leUgHWs feaia . 
this delay cost him dear : for within a km days he rast hie son : 
and, lest the cause of that sodden disneter moM be doubtful, 
while he was overwhelined with grief, the ss«e phantom ap- 
iMaied to him in his sleep, and seemed to ask biia» ** whether he 
iiad gotten a suffieient rewaid for his conteo^ of the deity V 
telling him, that ** a stiU greater awaited him, unless he went 
Bnmediately and delivered the measefle to the consuls/' This 
made a deeper impression on hia mind, but yet he hesitated and 
delayed, until at length he was attacked bw a grieroas disoid^, 
a stroke of the paby . He then si^Mnitled U> the admonitions of 
the divine displeaeure : and, we&iied out by his past aufierim, 
and the apprehension of others w^eh threatened him, he called a 
council of hia intimate friends ; and, after acquainting them 
with the seveml things which he had seen and heard, and with 
Jitter's having appewred to him so often in his sleep, and like- 
wtse the anger ana threats of the deity, so speedily fulfilled in 
lbs ealsmitiea which had befallen him. he was, in pursuance of 
the clear and wianimeus opinion of all present, carried m a Ut- 
ter into the forum, to the conituU ; from thence he was convey- 
ed, by their order, into the senate-house ^ where, when he had re- 
lited the same aceounti^ to the utter astonishment of all, behold 
another miracle : it is reoorded that he, who had been carried 
thither inei^pable of using any of his limbs, had qo sooner dis- 
chaiged hia duty than he wsa able to walk home without asaist- 

S7. The senate decreed that the games should be exhibited in 
tiie most splendid manner. To these games^ in consequence of 
ft plan Isid by Attius Tullos, a vast number of the V olscians 
repaired. Before the commencement of the exhibition, TuUus, 
according to a scheme coQcerled at' home with Marcius, came 
to the consul ; told them that he wished to confer with them, 
m private* on some matters which concerned the commonwealth ; 
and, every other person having retired, he addressed them thus : 
♦*It is painiiil to me, in the extreine, to say any thing of my 
eoontryneii that is not, to their honour : I dq not come, how- 
ofvttr, to diarffethem with having committed any wrong act, hut 
to guard ag«mst such being committed, that the dispositions of 
our people are fickle, to a degree in^nitely beyond what might 
b0 miM^ numuoufl di|l(U|^»rs have given sensible proofs ; »ir, 
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to yonr ftitbeintice it k owingv and not to our own ilm t ft i» test 
we hsTO not been utterly destroyed. There are great nnaiben 
of the Yolacians now in Rome ; there are games to be c^ebn- 
ted ; the public will be intent on the exhibition : I well ranem- 
ber the oatxajpe which was committed in this city bv the Sabine 
youths on a similar oceasion. I shudder with apprehension^ lest 
some inconsiderate and rash' deed ' may ensue ; thus mach I 
tiraught it my duty, both for our owq sake and for yoon, to men- 
tion beforehand to you, who are consuls ; for my own part, I 
intend instantly to return home, lest, if I should be present, my 
character might be stained with the imputation of soncio im- 
proper word or sction." After this discourse he departed. The 
consuls proposed the matter to the consideration of the senate ; 
a matter, indeed, unsupported by proof, but yet coming from a 
person whose authority was of great weight. The anthmrity, 
then, rather than any reason appearing in the case, as it oft^ 
happens, determined them to use precautions, even though they 
mignt be unnecessaiy ; and a decree being passed, that the Vot- 
scians should retire from the city, crien were despatched to 
every quarter, to order them all to remove before night. At fint 
they were struck with great tenror, as they ran up and down to 
their lodgings, to take away their effects: indignation after- 
ward filled their minds, when they were beginning their-^oor* 
ney ; they considered themselves stigmatized as persons lafii- 
moQs and polluted ; driven away from the converse of men and 
gods, from public games, on the day of a festival. 

S8. As they formed in their journey almost one conttnoed 
train, Tullus, who had proceeded to the fountain of Ferentina, 
accosted the chief persons among them as each arrived ; and, by 
asking questions, and expressing indignation, while they greedily 
listened to expressions which favoured their resentment, led 
them on, and, by their means, the rest of the multitude, to a. 
plain that lay near the road, and there began to harangue them, 
as if at a general assembly : *< Although/* said he, ** ye should 
forget all the injurious treatment which ye formeriy received 
from the Romap people, the calamities of the Volscian race, 
and every other matter of the kind,— «with what degree of psr- 
tience do ye bear this insult thrown on you, when they cooh 
menced their ^mes by exhibiting us to public ignominy 1 Did 
ye not perceive that they performed a trhimph over you tbis 
day ? That, as ye were retiring, ye served as a spectacle to all 
their citizens, to foreigners, to so manv of the neighbouring na- 
tions 1 That your wives and your children vrere led captives 
before the eyes of the public ? What do ye suppose weie tho 
sentiments of those who heard the words of the crier, of those 
whobeheU^ou departing, or of those who met thia diagiac^al 



HisTO£T Of mma — ^book n. Xt9 

oavalcade 1 Wluit else, bat that we mnat be some pellwlAd 
wretches, whose preeence at th» show* would contamiMte the 
games, and render an expiation Beeessaiy ; and that thesafara 
we wore driven away from th» wanpioDaor a peepte of ao^h 
parity of character, fiom their meetiRi^ jod coaverse? Aai, 
besidea, does it not strike you, that we abouki net aow be aiire, 
if we had not hastened our d<Bpsxtu«a1 i^ indeed, il ought l» be 
called a departure, and not a flj^t And. do ye not conaider as 
enemies the inhabUanta of that city^ whowin, had yo< delayed far 
one day, ye must, evei^ <Mie of yoa^ have penbhedl H waaa 
declaration of war a^amst you ; fot which^ thoae who made it 
will sufier severely, if ye have the spirit of mea." Their aa- 
ffer, which was hot before, waa, by thiadaeeoune, kindled to a 
lame, in which, teinper they separated to their aeveral horaea; 
and, each taking paioa to louao thoae oC boa own state to vva- 
geance» they soon efiacM ^ gtBenl revolt of the whpto Vol- 



39. The commandeia appointed for t^wmr, by the unaai- 
nious choice of all the atatea, were Attiua TuUin, and Cans 
liarciua tha Roma« exile : oe^ tho latter of whom they repotfad 
by far the peater psrt of their hopes ; aor did- he disappoint their 
expectations, but gave a ooBvioemg proof thai the covMBODweaMi 
waa moce indebted ior power to ita generals than to its troops. 
Marching to Circeii, he first oxpoUed tho Romas colonists, and 
delivered the city, aitter leatoiwg it to fteedon» into the hanii 
of the VolscisBa : turning thence aciosa the country towards 
the lAtine road, hedepn^ the Romanaof thaii late acquiai- 
tions, Satrieam, LonguUir Pohiaca, and GoqqIL He then re* 
took lAvinium,. and aftevward BMde a conquest of €ovbio, 
Vitelha, Trebia, Lavisi, and Pedum, one after another. From 
Pedum, laatlv, he led hia fofcea towaida Home ; and pitching 
hia camp at the Cluitiaa tvenchea, fiive miiea horn the eity, sent 
parties to ravage tho Unda : at the same time ^appointing persona 
among tho plimderera to take eara that the 'pesaeasiona of the 
patriciana should be Wft^ttnmoleeted : either because hia an^ 
waa levelled prineipally ag^ainat the plebeiaiia, or with the desiga 
of cauaing thereby a gcei^kev diaseBsion between these dilfeieDt 
oideis ; and this would^ no doubt, have been the consequeneey 
ao powecfu^y did the tribunes^ bgr their invectives agamat tha 
pa^ician^ excite the leaenlmeo* of the caasmona, which was 
suifieieRtly too violent before, but that, however folltheiv minds 
were of mutuil diatvMt and mbcout, their dread of a forei|||n 
•nemv, the stron^st tie of ooncord, obliged them to unite ; ra 
one ySoitA only did th^ disagree-; the aeaate and eooaula pla* 
eing theur hopea entirely in aima, the commona prefeniog all 
9tm m»9mm% ^ waf • By this iiu», Spamm Hvalaxm aad 
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Sextm Ptiriua were conmils. [A. XT. C. 266, B. C. 489.] 
While they were employed in reyiewing the legions, and posting 
troops on the walls, and in other places, where it was thooght 
proper to fix gnards and watches, a yast multitude of people 
•ssembUng^, and insisting on peace, terrified them, at first bj 
their seditidus clamours, and, at length, compelled them to 
assemble the senate, and there propose the sending of ambassa- 
dors to Cains Marcius. The senate, finding that they could not 
depend on- the support of the commons, took the matter into 
consideration, and sent deputies' to Marcius to treat of an 
accommodation ; to these he replied, in harsh terms, " that if 
thp lands were restored to the Volscians, a treaty might then be 
opened for an accommodation ; but if they were resolved to 
enjoy, at their ease, what they had plundered from their neigh- 
bours in war, he would not forget either the injustice of his 
countrymen or the kindness of his hosts, but would take such 
steps as should show the world, that his courage was irritated 
by exile, not dejxessed." The same persons being sent a 
second time, were refused admittance mto the camp. It is 
related, that the priests afterward, in their sacred vestments, 
- went as suppliants, to the camp of the enemy, but had no more 
influence <m him tlkau the ambassadors. 

40. The matrons then assembled in a body about Yeturia, the 
mother of Coriolanus, and Volumnia his wife : whether this was 
a scheme of government, or th# result of the women's own 
fears, I cannot discover. It is certain that they carried their 
point, and that Yeturia, who was far advanced in years, and 
Volumnia, leading two little sons whom she had by Marcius, 
went to the camp of the enemy ; so that women, by tears and 
prayers, preserved the city, which the men were not able io pre- 
serve by arms. When they arrived' at the camp, and Coriolanus 
was informed that a great procession of women was approaching, 
he, who had not l^n moved, either by the majesty of the 
state, represented in its ambassadors, or by the awful address 
made by the ministers of religion both to his sight and his un- 
derstanding, at first resolved to show himself still more inflexible 
against female tears : but toon after, one of his acquaintance 
knowing Yeturia, who was distinguished above the rest by an 
extraordinary degree of sadness, as she stood between her 
daughter-in-law and grandchildren, said to him, <* Unless my 
eyes deceive me, your mother with your wife and children are 
coming." Coriolanus, in a transport of amazement, and almost 
distracted, sprang fi'om his seat to embrace his modier as she 
advanced, wno, mstead of entreaties, addressed him with angry 
reproofs : ** Let me know," said she, " before I receive your 
«inbrace» whether I itm come to an enen^ or to a son ; whether 
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I am in voor camp a prisoner, or a mother. Was it for this, 
that age has been lengthened out, that I might behold you ao 
exile, and afterward an enemy ; could you lay waate this land, 
which gave you birth and education ; whatever degree of anger, 
whatever thirst of vengeance might have occupied your mind on 
your march, did you not, on entering its borders, feel your pas- 
sion subside 1 When you came within sight of Iloi|ie» did it 
not rocur to you,*^ Within those walls are my house and guardian 
gods, my mother, my wife, my children 1 Had I never been a 
^mother, then Rome would not have been now besieged : had I 
*iiot a .son, I might have died free, and left my country free ; 
but, for my part, there is no suffering to which I can be exposed, 
that will not reflect more dishonour on you, than misery on me; 
nnd be my lot aa wretched as it may, I am not to endure it long ; 
let these claim your regard, who, if you persist, can have no 
other fNTOspect but either untimely death or lasting slavery." 
His wife and children then embraced him ; and the whole crowd 
of women, uttering bitter himentations, and deplorinff their own 
mmI their countrv's fate, at length sot the better of hia obstina- 
cy: so that, after erobzacmg and dismissing his family, he 
removed his camp to a greater distance from the city. In a 
abort time he drew off the troops entirely from the Roman terri- 
tories, which is said to have incensed the Volscians so highly 
against him, tUM he perished under the effects of their resent- 
ment ; by what kind of dea^i, writers do not agree. In the 
account given by Fabius, the most ancient writer by far, I find 
that he lived even to old age ; he mentions positively, that when 
Marcius became fiur advanced in years, he used frequently to 
utter this remark, that " the evils of exile bore much the heavier 
on the aged." The men of Rome were not snaring in bestow- 
ing on the women the honours which they had earmsd ; so dis- 
tant were the manners of that age from the practice of detracting 
from the merits of others : they even erected and dedicated a 
temple to female Fortwie, as a lasting monument of their mer- 
itorious conduct. The Volscians afterward, in conjunctiop 
with the JBqnans, made anpther inroad into the Roman territo- 
ries : but the iEquans soon became dissatisfied at being com- 
manded by Attius TuUus ; and in consequence of the dispute, 
whether the Volscians or the JQquans should give a general to 
the combined army, a separation ensued, and aoon after a furious 
battle. There the good fi>rtune of the Roman people wasted 
the two armies of its enemies, in a contest no less bloody than 
obstinate. The conaula of the next year [A. U. C. S67, B. C. 
486] were Titua Sicinius and Caius AquiUus. The Volscians 
were allotted, as a province, to Sicinius : the Hernicians, for 
they also were in aims, to Aquiliua. The Hemicians were sub- 



4«ed in that year. The operaHone «gidMit the VolsottDS «bM 
without any advaata^ heinf gaineid on either side. 

41. The next oonsule elected were Sporiae Caaeies aaid Pie* 
cQloa Yirginfoa. [A. U. C. 968, B. C. 484.] A teagoe wal 
Made with ihe Hemiciafn. Two thods of their landa w«ae 4a- 
kto from them, cme half of whieh liie eoneiil Ca e eia e inteiidad 
to distribute among the lAtines, the Other hrif amoag the com- 
mons. To this donation he proposed to add a oeii a i dcw hia 
Ihiict of land which belonged, he eaid, to the public, VhMigh 
possessed by private persons. Makiy of the patricittns, w£e. 
were themselves in possessifmictf «hislatid,weie hereby aianned 
ior their -property, and be«ideB, that body in general weie eeiaed 
with anxiety for Ihe safety of the people ; obeenrkig that the 
ootisnl, hy these donatives, Was fonmng am hilhieiice at omse 
daneeroos to liberty and to right. This was the fiftft proposal 
of the agraiian law, which, from that time to the ^flreeent age, 
has nev« been agittfted without the 'most viotent coasmcpticms m 
the stat^. The other consul opposed thedoniili<ma-; and in this, 
he wis supported by the patricians ; nor did all the KSoaamoim 
oppose him : at first they began to despise a gift, which was net 
oonined to themselves, but oKtended to the alhes, in eominoQ 
with the citizens : thdn they were accustomed te hear the vanaol 
Virginius in the assemblies frequently-, as ^k were, p cs p h eayi ng, 
that ** the donatives of his colh^agve were tfutt oif infecttooa 
poison ; that those lands would briag^laveiy on ewh aa dioaUl 
xeceive them ; that be was prMng £e way te aibitiary pawar ; 
for why should the alhevand the 'llcttne nation ha thus incfaided I 
What was the intent ef restenng^ third >part af thelanda, takea 
in war, to the Hendcians, who so latefy were e n a mi a e , aaly thai 
these nations nught set Cassios at their head as a leadoi, inataad 
of Coriolanus." Whoever aigoed and pwteatsd aflaiast the 
agrarian Uw, as thus propoe^ was sore «f popwanty, and 
from that time both the consuls vied with each •other in humour- 
ing the commons. Virginius declared that he would allow the 
iWids to be assigned, provided th^ were not made over to any 
other than cttizena of Rome. CaasiBs, finding that by his par- 
suits of populsritY ainong the allies, vi^ieh he had beti^ed in 
the proposed distribution of the lands, he had lowered himaalf in 
the estunation of his countrymeB, and, hoping to reoover their 
esteem by another donative, p^opoaed an order that the money 
received for the Siciban com should be r«fonded to the people. 
But this the commons rejected with as much disdain aa if ha 
were avowedly bartering for arbitrary power : so strongly were 
they influenced by their inveterate suspicions of his ambiUoo, 
that they spurned at all his presents, as if they were in a sUte 
of affluence ; and no sooner did he go out of office, than he was 
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conlCTmcd mad extcmttodi as w« tf» infomed by Qtodoutited 
authority. Some say that it was his fiubsr who iilflaetcid thi» 
punishmont on faim-; that ha.viii|r, at home, held an inquiry into 
his conduct, he seouiged him, and put hioi to death, and constf* 
crated the tMo^ntsoe tettls^ on his son,* to Ceres ; that out o( 
tfaie a statue was erected, with thi« inseiiption, *' ihvwk from th# 
Cesskn family."- I find in smiio< writers, and it i* the mo«a 
cflBdible account, that he was proseeuted! ^ tiMson by tho 
queatoFs Ottso' Fabius and Luck^ Valarms ; that ha wsis found 
gulity on a trial before the people, and hb house rased by a 
public decree ; it stood on the spot which ia now the area h^ore 
the temple of Tellos. How«rrer, whether the ttial was private 
ot pubhc, he was condemned in the consulate of Serviua CoM^ 
liuaarid Quintus Fabius. [A. U. C. 269, Bv C. 483.] 

4e^. The anger which the people had conceived agBhist CaawtM . 
was not of long continuance. The aHunng prospecui^hfeld out 
by the agrarian law w^re sufficient, of thefli»^lves^ noli^ the pro- 
poeer of it was remOTcd out of the way, i» make a livelf 
impression on their minds ; ind th^r eagerness in pUMuit of 
them, was inflamed by an act of unreasonikble pajrsinioiiy ini the 
patricians, who, when the Volscians and i£qu«n8were van^^uisb- 
ed in that year, deprived the ttoope of the booty : the whole of 
whet was taken from the eiiemy, the consul Fabius sojd, airtd 
lodged the produce of it in the trdasury^ The name ot Fhbiue 
was odious te the commons/ on- account of this conduct : yet 
the patricians had infioebce enough to procure the election of 
Cseso Fabius to the consi!iUhip,-with Lucius iEmiliu^^. [A. Ui 
O. 370, B. 0. 488.] This farther exasperated the people, who, 
by raising a scditioh at home, encouraged foreign enemi^ to 
attack them : but war put a stop to inteetine dissensions. The 
patridatis and plebeians united, and under the cotlduct of iCmi- 
lius, with little loss to ^emsebres, overthrew in battle the Vol* 
scians and j^quans, who had revived hostilities. On this occa- 
sion, the enemy lost greater numbers during their retreat than 
in- the battle ; for, after they were broken, they were pursued by 
the cavalry to a vast distance. In the «tme year, on the id^ of 
July, the temple of Castor wae dedicated : it had been vowti^, 
during the litine war, by ^ostumius the dictator, and his sdn 
bchig appointed duumvir for the purpose, performed the'ded<c«^ 
tito. This year also the people w«re tempted to i^ew exettfoilS', 
hf the charms of the agrarian law. Tho tributes wished to 
enhance the importance of their office by promotbg that popt^lalr 

'B^ the Koroan law. a father had faKand absolnte power, eren to lifli 
and dealh, over bis cnUdret^ who were in a state of absolute slavery } 
eveu what property they might acquire belonged not to them, but to 
thsir father. 
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daene. The patriciam, coiHriiiced tfatt the multitade ww^oi 
theoQAelvet, too much inclined to desperate measures, looked with 
horror on such largesses, as incitements to acts of temerity ; and 
they found, in the consols, leadeni as active aa they couM yrish in 
opposinff thoM proceedings. Their party consequently prevail* 
ed ; and that not only for the present, but they were unable to 
appoint aa consult for the approaghing yeax Marcus Fabiua, 
brother to Qaao, and Lucius Verua, [A. U. C. 171, B. C. 481] 
who was still more odious to the ^debeians, on account of hia 
having been the prosecutor of Spunus Caseius. In that consul* 
ship were waa another conteat with the tribunea ; the law in 
queation was considered as a vain project, and the proposers of 
it diaregarded as claiming merit from holdine out to the people*8 
views advantages which were not attainable. The name of 
Fabius waa now held in the highest estimation after three sue- 
ceaaive conaulates, all of which had been uniformly distinguish- 
ed by opposition to the tribuniUan power ; and for that reason 
this diffmty was continued in the same funily for a considerable 
time, nom a general persuasion that it could not be placed in 
better handa. Soon after this, war was undertaken against the 
Veientiana. The Yolsieians alao renewed hostilities. For secu- 
rity affainst foreign enemies, the strength of the Romans waa 
more wan aufiicient ; but they perverted it to a bad purpose, 
namely, to the support of quarrels amon^ themaelves. To add 
to the general disquiet, several prodigiea appeared : the aky 
almost daily exhibiting threatening portents, both in the city knd 
in the country. The soothsayers, employed as well by the state 
aa by private persons^ after consulting both entrails and birds, 
declared that no other cause of the displeasure of the deity ex- 
isted, than that the worship of the gods was not duly performed. 
All their apprehensions however ended in this : Oppia, a veatal, 
waa convicted of a breach of chastity, and suffered punishment 
43. Quintus Fabius, a second timej and Caius Juliua, then 
succeeded to the consulship. [A. U. C. 272, B. C, 4$0.] Du- 
ring this year, the domestic dissensions abated not of their 
acnmony, and the war abroad wore a more dangerous aspect 
The JE^uana took up arms. The Veientiana even carried their 
depredations into the territories of the Romans. And as these 
wars appeared every day more, alarming, Csso Fabius and Spu- 
riua Furius were made consuls. [A. U. C. 273,>B. G. 479.] 
The iEquans laid siege to Ortona, a Latine city. The Veien- 
tiana now, aatiated with booty, threatened to besie^ Rome 
itself; yet all these dangers wmch surrounded them, instead of 
restraining the ill-humour of the commons, only served to aug- 
ment it. They resumed the practice of refusing to enliat aa 
soldiers, not indeed of their own accord, but by the advice of 
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t Lidmii% t fllebeisn tribane, who, lliinkn^ ^t thu wm 
ttie time to foico the •grariim law on the patricians, when it 
would be impoMible for them to make opposition, had nnderta- 
ken to obstruct the, preparations for war. However, all the 
odium excited by this exertion of the tiibumtian power rested 
solely on the author : nor did the consols unite their efforts 
against him with more eager zeal than did his own colleagues, 
by whose assistanee the levy was completed Armies were 
raised for the two wars at the same time ; the command of one 
was given, to Fabios,> to be led against the iBquans ; of the 
other to Furius, against the Veientians. In the expedition 
against the latter, nothing memonble was performed. Fabius 
met with a great deal more trouble from his countrymen than 
irom the enemy : that single man, by his conduct as consul, 
supported the commonwealth, which the troops, out of avereion 
to him, as far as lay in their power, treacherouaff betrayed to ruin : 
for, after numberless other instances of military skill which he 
had displayed, both in his preparatory measures and in his opera- 
tions in the field, and when he had made such a disposition of 
his forces, that, by a charge of his cavalry alone, he put the 
enemy to rout, the infantry refused to pursue their broken troops ; 
nor could any motive, not to mention the exhortations of the 
general, whom they hated, nor even the immediate consequence 
of infamy to themselves, and disgrace to ih» jmbtic, nor the 
danger to. which they would be exposed, should the enemy re- 
sume their courage, prevail on them to^quicken their pace^ or 
even to stand in oider of battle, so as to resist an attack. With- 
out orders, they faced about ; and, with countenances as deject- 
ed as though they had been vanquished, retired to their camp, 
execrating, at one tiiitie, the pneral, at anether, the exertions of 
the caval^. The consul, however, sought not any remedy 
against so pestilent an example, showing by one instance among 
many, that men of the most transcendimit abilities are more apt 
to be deficient in regard to the discipline of their own troops, 
than in conquering an enemy. Fabius returned to Rome, having 
reaped Uttle fresh glory from the war, but having irfitated ana 
exasperated to a h^h degree the hatred of the sokiiem against 
him. The pi^tncians, notwithstanding, had infiuenee enough to 
continue the consulship in the Fabian family :• they elected Mar- 
cus Fabius to that office ; and Cneius Manlius was appointed 
his colleague. [A. U. C 274, B. C. 478.] 

44. TUa year also pioduced a tribune hardy en«ogfa to malM 
another atteumt at carrying the agmian law. This was Titos 
FoQtificiui, who puran^ tn^ Mtme method, as if it had aucoeed* 
ed, with Sporius Lieinioa» and for some time obstnieted th« 
fevy : the patricians b^ing Jbtmky again peiplexed. Appioa 
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ClM^w UmtUtd, tiut "< the plui aaoptod lut year kad eftetii- 
ally aul^aed Ifate tiibanitiaa power, for the prsMnt, by the ytsry 
act, ai)4t to all futiuwtiiiiea^ by the example wbkh it had eatab- 
Ushed ; aiiiee it was diseovwed how that power mi^fat be de- 
phT0<l of ito efficacy, thfoogh the vety meaaa e«pplied by its 
own strength ; for there would, at all timea, be one amonff them, 
deairoua o? proeoriog to himself a aupenon^ over his celleagoe, 
and, at the aamii time the lawecir of the better part of the com- 
munity, by ponoting the good of the pnfalie. They would eren 
find more toas one tribune, tf n»re were neeeaeaiy, ready to 
anpport the oonauls, Ihpagh one -would be auffieient against all 
the rest : oi% let the cobbuIs and principal senators'exert them- 
Mlvee to aecoce in -the inteieat of the commonwealth and oi the 
senate, if not att Ihe ttihmraa, jet as many a|- least as they 
eould." CoDTiiioed of the psopne^ of Appins* advice^ the pa- 
triciana in general addressed the tribunes with ciTility and kind- 
ness ; and thoae of oonaalar dignity employed whatever personal 
influence they bad over each ttf them ; and thus, psttly by eon- 
!ciliating their legard, and partly by the weight of their influence, 
they prer^iled on them to let their powers be directed to the ad- 
Tsnt^ie of the state : while the consuls, being supported by four 
tDbones, *ffJuoet <mm opposer of the public intenMt, completed 
the levy. They then marched their amy against the Veientians, 
to whom auxiliaries had flocked from alt parts of Etruria, in- 
duced to take anas, not so much from a0ection to llie Veien- 
iians, as in 4he hfl|ie that «he Roman state might be' lirought to 
min by intestine discoid. Aceordin^y, in the assemblies of 
eadii of the atatea of Etnxria, the lea£ng men aigued warmly, 
that " the power of. the Romans would be everlasting, unless 
civil dissension armed them with »^ against each other. This 
vaathe only infection, the only poison that operated, so as to 
aet limits to the duration of great empires. This evil, whose 
luroffreas had been long retaiddl, partly by £he wise management 
of Qm MiriciaBS, and partly 1^ the patieht conduct of the com- 
mona, bad now proceeded to extremity : out of the one, were 
iormed two diatmct states, each of which IumI its own magis- 
Ustes, and its own laws. At first, thou^ they used to give a 
l9ose to their rancorous animosities, when troops were to bcler- 
ied» yet these very men, as long aa war continued, paid obeifi- 
idience to their officenr ; and while militanr discipline remained 
in force, whatever might be the stats of amiirs in the city, rum 
inlght bedefenred. But now, the Roman soldier carried with 
him to the field, the custom of refosing submission to superiors : 
dttring the last war, in the very heat of battle^ Che troops con>> 
nired to make a voluntary surnender of victoty to the vanqnibhiJd 
^nans ; deserted their standaivb, forsook their general, audi 
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la dospito of orders, retreated to their camp. Witliout doubt, U 
]Hroper exertions were made, Room might be subdued by means 
of lis own fofces : nothinp; more was necessary than to make a 
declsration, and a show of war. The fates and the gods would 
of themseWes accomptish the vast. Such prospects ss these 
had allured the Etrurians to arm, notwithstanding the little suc- 
cess they had ezpeiienced in their wars. 
, 45. .The Roman jconaols liad no other dread than of the power, 
and the arms, of their countrymen. When they reflected on the 
▼ery dangerous tendency of their misbehaviour in the last war, 
they were deterred from bringing themselves into a situation 
where they would have two armies to fear at the same time : to 
avoid, therefore, being exposed to this double danger, Ihej kept 
the troops conned within the camp, in hopes tut delay, and 
tmie itself, might perhaps soften their resentment, and brin^ 
them back to a light way of thinking. Thia encouraged their 
•nemies, the Veientisns and Etrurians, to act with greater pre- 
cipitation : at firat, they^ endeavoured to provoke the foe to fight, 
by riding up to the camp, and offering challenges ; and. at 
length, finding that this had no effect, by reviling both the con- 
sols and the army ; telling them, that ** the pretence of dissen- 
noos among themselves, waa an artifice contrived to cover their 
cowardice ; that the consuls ^ere more diffident of the courage 
of their troops than of their- disposition to obey orders :' that it 
was a strange kind of sedition, which showed itself in silence and 
Inaction, among men who had arms in their hands :" throwing 
out, besides, many reproaches, some true, and some febe, on 
their upstart origin. Such invectives, though uttered with great 
Tocifeiation, cImo to the veiy rampart and the sates, eave the 
i4)nsuls nO' manner of uneasiness ; but the minds of the unin- 
formed multitude were strongly agitated* at one time by indig- 
nation, at another by shame, which diverted them from rfiiflecting 
on domestic quarrels ; they could not bear the thoughts of so£ 
foring the enemy to insult them unieveaged, neither could they 
vrish success either to the consuls or the patricians. Thus there 
was a struggle in their breasts, between their animositT against 
foreigners, and that which inflamed them against their countrr* 
men : the former at length prevailed, in consequence of ma 
haughty and insolent scoffs of the enemy : they assembled in 
crowds at the pretorium,* demanding the fight, and nqpixing 
the aigoal to be given. The <ion8uU held a consulta'-'on to- 
gether, as if deliberating on the demand, and. conferred for a 
considerable time : they wished to fight ; but it waa necessarr 
to restram and conceal that wish, in older, by opposition aai 

* The tOMnl't qnaiten. 
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Aelay, to tdd to the alacrity which had now sprang up in the 
ninda of the tioopa: they returned for answer, that **the'me«a- 
vre/was premature : it waa not yet a pMeer time for meeting the 
•neniy. That they must keep within me camp.*' They then 
ifsoed oidttB, that ** all should refrain from fighthig, declaring, 
that if any should engage withpat orders, they would be pmi- 
iahed." After the troops weie thus dismissed, their ardour fk* 
battle increased in- proportion to lihe aversion, which they sup- 
posed, in the eonsols : besides, the enemy spproached with much 
greater boldness, as soon as it became known that'it-was deter- 
mined not to come to an eneagement. They thought they might 
continue their msulta with perfect safety; that the soldiers 
wqqM not be intrusted with arms ; that the business wouM 
end in a desperate mutiny; and that the final period of the 
Roman en^Mre was arriTcd. Buoyed up with these hopes, 
their partiea pressed forward to the very gates, heaped reproaches 
on the troops, and haidly roftained from assaulting the camp. 
But now, the Romans could no longer endure such insults ; 
from every quarter of the camp, they ran hastily to the consuls, 
«nd did not^ as before, propose their demand regularly Uuoogh 
the principal centurions, but joined in one general clamour. The 
a&ir was now ripe ; yet still the consuls showed a backward- 
iMss: but at length beginning, from the increasing uproar,, to 
dread a mutiny, Fabius, with the consent of his colTeagoe, hav- 
ing cauaed silence by sound of trumpet, said : ** Gneius Manlina, 
that those' men are able to conquer, I know ; but they them- 
selves have given me reason to doobt whether it is their wish : 
for which reason I sm determined not to give the signal, unless 
Ihey swear that they will return from the battle with victory. 
Soldiem have once deceivedr a Roman consul in the "field, bnt 
they will never deceive the gods." There was a- centurion, 
ealled Marcus Flavoleius, who was among the foremost in de- 
manding battle ; he cried out, ^ Marcus Fabius, I will return 
victorious from the fiekl ;*' and, at the same time, imprecated on 
himaelf the anger of Father Jupiter, of Mars Gradivus, and the 
Other goda, if ho did^ not perform his promise : after hfa», die 
whole army sevemlly took the same oath. As soon as they hsd 
•worn, the signal was given ; instpintly they marched out to bat* 
tie* fuU of nge and confidence. They bade the Etrurians now 
throw out their reproaches ; now let the enemy, who was so 
bold in wmds, come in the way of their arms. There was not 
• man, on that day, either plebeian or patrician, who did not dis- 
jriay an uncommon degree of valour: the Fabian name, and 
Fabian mee, ahone forth with peculiar Instre : they were detei^ 
mmed to recover, in that battle, the affisction of the commons, 
wbicht during the many quHnefts of the pasties at home, had besA 
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46. Hh^ e4»ected, mi indaed toaly believed, th«t the 
HomM VMkaM show ao more wittnigMM Id fig^ with them 
than Ikey had with the JEmiium ; nay, eonstderiiig the h%fa 
lansaiit ef their peanom, ana thiA, ia the present oeee, the iertie 
of a battle was the mete aneertain, thev did not despair of 
obtaining seaie iawportant ad^ntoge. In ttiie they weie entMy 
dbattpohited, for in no fwraer war did the JR4Mnan8 ent^ Ifaie 
fieM, inflamed "with keener animoetty ; ao hi^y were titey 
ozaapeMtod by llie tannts of the enemy on one aide, and m 
delay of the oensnle on the other. The Btrursana had scarcely 
tine to larm their lanka, before they ibnnd dienuehrea <engagted 
in oloae iig;ht, hand to hand with ewoida, the niofit desperate 
method of deciding a battle, die javelins having in the first hurry 
been thrown at rai3om, rather than aimed at tM enemy. Amohg 
the foremost, the Fabian ftmily paMiculariy attracted the notfee 
of their oountiynien, and encouraged them by their example : 
aa one of these, Qnintus Pabius, who had been consul tViro 
yean before, advanced before the rest against a thick body 6f 
tiie Veientiaas, a Tuscan, who assumed resolution from a confi- 
denee-in his ^strength, and skill in arms, came up to him unob- 
oerved, while he was busily engajged with a number of foes, and 
thrust him tinough the breast with his sword ; on the weapon*a 
being drawn out of the wound, Fabius fell to the grouhd. Both 
armies fek the foil of this one man, and the Romans were in 
oonaeqnence of it beginning to give ground, when Marcpa 
FMrioa, the consul, leaped over the body w^re it lay, and opptK 
aihff his buclder to the enemy, caUed out : ** Soldiers, is this what 
ye bonnd yourselves to perform ? Was it (hat ye would return to 
the camp in flight t Are ye so much more afraid of the moat 
dastatdly enemy, than of Jupiter and Mars^ by whom ve swore 1 
But for my part, though bound by no oath, I will either return 
victorious, or die here, fighting beside thee, Qnintus Fabius." 
On this, Obbso Fabius, consul of the former year, said : " Broth- 
er, do you ef pect by words to prevail on them to fight 1 The 
gods by whom' they have sworn will prevail on th^m. Let us, 
as becomes our ne^le bhth, as is worthy of ibe Fabian name, 
araniate the men by deeds of valour, rather than by exhortation.'** 
The two Pabii then rushed forward to the front with their px^- 
aented spears, and drew the whole line along with them. 

47. Bv these means, the battle was renewed on that side. ; 
nor, in the other wing, was Cneius Manlius, the consul, less 
strenuous in his efforts against the enemy. Here, too, a like 
eouTM of evenU took plaiie : for ae the soidien followed Quia- 
loa Fabina with alachtyi so did thtoy here follow the coninl Man^ 
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Imi, wMe Iw p wn ed, nd «hno»t wotedlhe e—ay s sikl wim 
lie was compelled liy « severe wound ta letiie from the field, 
■uppoeing him alain, they bmn to ibriiik. They would indeed 
haTe given way entirfly, had not the other cooeul, ndiiig up to 
the place at full q^ed with some troops of horao, reviTed tlieff 
' I courage : calling out, that his colleague waa aliyay and 



that he was come to theur support, haviog defeated the'^eBemy 
in the other wing : Manlius also showed himself, in aider to 
encourage them to return to the fight. The si^t of the two 
consuls rekindled the courage of the soldiMB,'"aad by this ftime, 
too, the enemy's line was considerahly weakraed ; for, confiding 
in the superiority of their niunbers» they had drawn off a part, 
and sent them to attack the camp : these met hut little reeist- 
ance in the assault, but wasted time afierw^» being mote 
intent on plunder than on fighting. The Roman Triarii,* haw- 
ever, who had not been able to prevent their hzeaking in at first, 
and who had despatched to the consuls an aocount of .their ait- 
nation, returned in a compact body to the pretoiium, and- with- 
out waiting for aid, of themselves renewed the combat. At the 
•amo time, the consul ManUus having rode back to the carap, 
posted tro^ at all the oates, and blocked up every psssage by 
which the enemy could retreat. The de^rate situation in 
which the Etrurians then saw themselves, inspired them not only 
with boldness, but with fury ; so that, after they had made sev- 
eral fruitless efforts, attempting eveiy place where they saw any 
prospect of gaining a passage, one b^id of their youaff men 
made an attack on ManUus hunself, whom they distinguiued fay 
his armour. His attendants covered him from the first diachaige 
of their weapons ; hut could not Ions withstand their force: 
the consul receiving a mortal wound, fell, and his defenders 
were entirely dispersed. This added new confidence to the 
Etrurians, and so dispirited the Romans, that they fled in dis- 
may, through all parts of the camp : and would probably have 
been utterly ruined, had not the lieutenantpfienerals, hastily 
removing the consurs body, opened a passage ior the enemy by 
one of the gates. Through this thay rushed out ; and, as they 
were retreating in the utmost disorder,, fell in with Fabius,. who 
was flushed with success. In this second encounter many were 
cut off, and the rest fled different ways* The victory waa cem- 
plete, but the joy which it occasioned, was greatly damped hy 
the death of two such iUuatrious persons aa Fabius and Mantiua : 
for which reason the consul, when the senate were proceeding 
to vote him a triumph, told them that " if Uie army could triumph 

* Ths Triarii were veteraii soldiexs of approved vakmr: thej i>iiBsd 
the third line ; hence their name. 
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wiCbovt tittic gtrmnXf he wonidmdUy eouent to it, on Mconit 
of tfaek talraordiiiaiy good ItehAvioor in that war : iHit as to 
himself while hia own £umly was overwhelined with grief, foe 
the death of hisbiothet, Quinius Fabius,and the commonweaMh 
bewailed the loss of a parent, as it were, in that of one of ito 
conaab, he would not accept of the laoret, blasted both by pob- 
lic aed nri vote jnonmiiig.*' A triomph nefaaed on saeh grounds, 
codounded more to his honour than if he had actoally enjoyed 
it : BO tfue it is, that frmo, pnidently declined, often breahs 
forth with incmased lostre. He then celebrated the two fono- 
rak, of his oaQaaflne and his brother, one after the other, and 
took on himactf Uie office of psonooneing the panegyric olf 
both ; in vdiich he attiibated to them the merit of his own per- 
fonnaaces, in such a manner as diowed him to be entitled to thb 
ABeotest ahase of any. Not losing ai^t of the desiflrn which he 
bad conoeirod at tbe begianinff <n his consulate, of reeoveiiw 
the aflbctimi'of the oonmions,lie distributod the wounded eoE 
diers naomg the patridaoa, to be taken care of, untA they wei^ 
cured. T& mafternamborwere gtv«n to the Fabii, and by no 
-others wcm tiuy treated with moio attention. HenceforwwS 
4die Eabii grew high in the hvom of the people, and that witk- 
4mt Mqrpnctices prajudidal to ttie state. 

46. ' With the same wtv, Geeso Fabius, whose election toihe 
coiMulahipv with Titus Virgintus, [A. U. O. S75, B. O. 477j 
mA9 oadog as muoh to the support of^the comtnons as to (hat of 
1^ psftriciaiM, woaU enter oh no business, either of war> oir 
levies, or any other matter, untii the hopes of concord, whieh 
bad already made some nrogresa, should be ripened into a pep- 
leet union between the plebeians and patricians. In the begtn» 
Bang of the year, thereiore, he proposed, that ** before any tri^ 
bnne should stand forth to pieas me agrarian law^ the senaM 
should seiie the oppoztoaity, and take to themselves the merit 
of conferring that fevour; that they should disti^ote among 
the oopunons^ in as ^etpmX proportion as poaaible, the lands taken 
from their enemies : for it was but just that they ahould be e»> 
joyed by those whose Mood snd labour acquired them." The 
•onate rejeoled the pseposal with disdain ; some of them even 
complained (hat tbs talents of Gmo, formoriy ao brilliant, were; 
thaongh n smfcit of glory, beoome heavy and languid. No die* 
pntes ensoed between the fiictions in the city. The Latme^ 
wore haraaafd t>y aneuraiona of the iBquana ; Ceso being aent 
lUtl^B, with an onny, retaliated on the ifiquana, by ravaging 
Ibek teiritorieo. Thov reltired into the towns, and kept thom^ 
•slvoa within the walk ; conaequently there was no bottle of 
«Bj impoituice. But, fiom the anns of the Voientians» a ten* 
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lOT Vkm w» Metth«d« tkioiigfa Uw ndnew of llie otiicr coiMirf 
and the anny iwould kaTe b^n utterly destroyed, had not Ca»o 
Fabiaa aTrived seasonahly to its sopport From that time ibeie 
was properiy neither peace nor war with the Veientians, whose 
proceedings were mote like those of a banditti than of ragolai 
troops. On the approach of the Roman loffions^ they retreated 
into the town ; and when they nnderstood Siat those weie with- 
drawn, they made inconionsiolothe country ; shifting alternately 
from war to quiet, and from qaiei to war. For this reaaoiiy noth- 
ing could be bronght to a conclasion. There was also aji^rehen- 
sion of other wars, two of ^hich were ready te break oat ; that 
IS, with the .£qnans and Volscians, who only itemained inactive 
nntil the smart of their lateilisaster should wear off. And« be- 
sides, it was evident that the Sabines, ever hostile, and all £tro- 
xia, wonld soon be in motion. Bot the Veientians kept the 
Romans in cOntinnal uneasiness, rather indeed by frequent m- 
•alts than by any enterprise which^ threatened danger; yet this 
waa such a business as would neither allow them te neriect it 
at any time, nor to turn their atlenti<m to other matters, vl^hils 
affairs were in this state, the Fabian iami^ addressed the sen> 
ate : the consul, in the name of the whole^ speaking in this man- 
oer : " Conscript fathen^ ye know that the Veientian war ie> 
quires rather an established than a strong force, on the firontiers : 
Jet your care be directed to o^r wars i commit to the Fahii 
that i^inst the Veientians. We pledge ours^ves, that the 
majesty of the Roman name shall be safe on that side : that war, 
as the particular province of our family, we propose to w^e at 
our own private expense. The state shall not be troubled either 
for men or money to support it.*' The waimeat thanks were 
given to them ; and the consul coming.out of the senate, returned 
to his house, accompanied by the Fahii in a body, who had 
stood in the porch of the senate-house, waiting the senate's 
determination. They received orden to attend next day in 
arms, in the consoFs gate,, and then retired to thoir respeetive 
homes. 

49. The report of this conduct spread immediately over the 
whole city, and all extolled the Fabii with the most exalted en- 
comiums ; that a ** single family had undertaken lo sustain the 
hurden of the state ; tha^ the Veientian war waa beeomie a pxi- 
yate conoem, a private quanel. if there were two other luni* 
lies of equal strength in the city, one of them might claim the 
Volscians for their abare, the oUier the iGquana ; thus all tho 
iieighbouring aUtea might he subdued, and the mi^oiity of Ro« 
man people, in the meantime, enioy perfect tranquilUly. Next 
day the Fabii took anna» and Maomhlod in the pUoe a|i(«iiatei, 
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The coMul, cooung forth in hit miliuiTy robe/ saw his whole 
fkmAy in the court-yard, drawn up in order of march, and being 
received into the centre, commanded them to set forwanJL 
Never did an army, either smaller ifi number, or more highly 
distinguished in fame, and the ffeneral admiration of all men, 
march through the city. Three hundred and six soldiers, all of 
them patricians, not one of whom would be judged unfit for su- 
preme command by the senate at any time whatever, proceeded 
on their way, threatening destruction to the state of the Veien- 
tians, by the prowess of one family. A crowd attended them, 
composed, partly, of their own connexions, relations, and par- 
ticoJar acquaintances, who held no moderation either in their 
hopes or anxieties ; and, partly, of such as were attracted bjr 
zeal ibr the public interests, all enraptured with esteem and admi- 
ration. They bade '' the heroes to proceed ; to proceed with 
happy fortune, and to obtain success proportioned to the merit 
of their undertaking ; desiring them to expert, afterward, con* 
aulshipa, triumphs, every rewud, every honour, which was in 
the power of the public to bestow." As they passed by the 
capitol, the citadel, and other sacred places, whatever deities 
oceoned to the people^s sight or thoughts, to them they offered ' 
up their prayers, that they would " crown that band with suc- 
cess and prosperity, and soon restore them in safety to their 
country and their parents." But their prayers were made in 
vain. Passing throueh the riehthand postern of the Carmental 
gate, they arrived at the river Cremera, which they judged to be 
a pnyier sitnation for securing a post by fortifications. Lucius 
JSmilins and Gains Servilius were soon after elected consuls. 
[A. U. C. 276, B. C. 476.] As lonff as the operations of the 
war were confined to predatory expeditions, the Fabii were not 
only sufiiciently able to defend, their post, but by their excur- 
sions along tlw common boundaries, they both effectually se- 
emed their own fixmtiers, and spread terror and devastation in 
those of ttte enemy, through the whole tract, as far as the Etru- 
tnn territories jom the Roman. Their mutual depredations 
were soon after dfiscontinned though but for a short time ; for the 
Yeientians, having collected a reinforcement from Etruria, laid 
sieee to the post at the Cremera ; and the Roman legions, led 
thiuter by the consul, Lucius iEmilius, fought a close engage- 
ment with the Etrurians in the field ; in which, however, the 
Veientians had scarcely time to form their troops ; for in the 
midst of the hurry, while they were uking their posts under 

* Before a consol set out on any expedition, he offered sacrifices and 
pravera In the canttol; and then, laying aside hie consular gown, 
marched out of the city, dressed In a mUitaiy robe of state, 6aUs4 ptto- 
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tbeir feTerallMinneri, and placaig bodies .4>f iuHiive» a. iMigade 
of Roman cavalry charged them aoddenly on th» flank, in aoch 
a. manner as to put it out of their power either to make a rega- 
liur onset, or even to stand their ground. Being thos compeUed 
to retreat to the Red Rocks, where they had their camp, the/ 
bumbly sued for peace : yet, after it^ad been granted, tbey re- 
nounced it, before the Roman guard was witlSbrawit from the 
Cremera ; such was their natural inconstancy, and anch their 
bad faith. - 

60. The contest, then, again lay between the Fabii and the Ye- 
ientian state, unsupported by any additicmal forc^ on either aide 
There passed between them not only incursions into each oth- 
er's territories, and sudden attacks on the partie* em{4oyed ia 
those incursions, but severat pitched battles in the open field ; 
in which a single family of tne Roman people often obtained 
-victory over, a state, at mat time the most powerful in Ctruria. 
This, at first, stung the Veientians with grief and indignation ; 
afterward they formed a design, suggested by the present cir- 
cumstances. of ensnaring their enemy, elated with succesa ; and 
tbey even observed, with pleasure,, the confidence of the Fabii 
daily increasing, from a series of successful attempts. In pur- 
suance of this design, cattle were frequently driven in the way 
of the plundering parties, as if they had come there by chance ; 
the fields were deserted by the flight of the peasants.; and the 
bodies of troops sent to repel the invaders retreated with pre- 
tended, oflener than real^ fear. The Fabii had now contracted 
such a contempt of the enemy, that they thought their own anns 
invincible, and not to be withstood in any place or onany^ccaaion. 
This presumption carried them so far, that on seeing, from Cte- 
ihera, some cattle at a distance — ^a long 4ract of country lyiqg 
between, in which, however, but few of the enemy's troops ap- 
peared — they ran down to seize them, an^ pressed forward 
with such careless haste, as to pass by the Veientians^ who lay 
in ambush, on each side of the very road through which th^ 
marched. They then dispersed themselves on all sides to col- 
lect the cattle, which ran up and down, as was natural on being 
frightened ; when, suddenly, the soldiers rose from their conceal- 
ment, and appeared not only in front, but on every side of them. 
The shout first struck thejp with terror ; and, in a little time, 
they were assailed by weapons on all sides. As the Etrurians 
closed in on them, they were obliged, hemmed in as they were 
by one continued line of troops, to^puntract the. circle' which 
they had formed into a narrower compass ; which circumstance 
showed plainly both the smallness of their number, and the great 
superiority of the Etrurians, whose ranks were multiplied as the 
apace grew narrower. They then changed their method of 
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fisliting^ and, instead of making bead (m ail aide*, bent tbnc 
\vhole force towards one point ; where, fornuBg in the duipe of 
a wedge, and exerting every effi>rt of their Indies and arms, 
thej at length finced a passage. Their course led to a hill ^ 
moderate acchvity ; there, first, they halted; and then the ad- 
vantage of the groond affording them a little time to Iveathe, 
and to recover from the consternation into which they had been 
thiown, they afterward even repulsed an attack of the enemy ; 
and this little band would probably, with the aid of the ground, 
have come off victorious, bad not a body of Veientians, sent 
round the ridge of the hill, made their way to the summit : by 
^nddcb means the enemy becsme again superior ; the Fabii wete 
afi cut off to a man, and their fort taken. It is agreed on att 
hands, that the three hundred and six perished ; and. that only 
one single person, then quite a youth, was left, as a stock for 
the propagation of the Fabian race ; and who was afterwsrd, on 
many emergencies, both in peace and war, to prove the firmest 
rapport of the state. 

61. At the time wj^ this disaster happened, Caius Horatius 
and Titus Meneiij» were in the consulship. Menenios was 
immediately senttf|aiBst the Etrurians, elated with their victory* 
Ha also was worsted in battle, and the enemy took possesaioii 
of the Janiculum ; nor would ihe city, which, besides the virar, 
ma distressed also (by scalcity, have escaped a siege, the £tra« 
rians having passed ^e Tiber, had not the consul Horatius been 
reealled from the country .of the Volscians. So near, indeed, did 
tfaey approach to the waifs, that the first engagement was at tha 
fsnple of Hope, in which little was gained o^ either side ; and 
the second, at the Colllne gate, in which the Ronaos obtained 
aoBM small advantage ; and thu, though iar from decisive, yet, 
by restoring to the soldiers their former courage, qualified th^ 
the better ta contend with the enemy in future. Aulus YiigSH 
ios and Spurius Serviiaas weie next elected consuls. After tha 
loM sustained in the last battle, the Veientians avoided comiag 
a^un to an eng^ment. They employed themselves in com- 
mitttBg depredations, by sending out parties from the Janiculum,. 
wteh served them as a fortress. ; and these parties scoured 
evmy part of the Roman territories, so that nei^er the cattle» 
nit the husbandmen, couid any wher^ remain in safety. At last 
they were entrapped b^ the same stratagem by which they had 
cieeiamvented the Fabii : pursuing some cattle, which had been 
piBposely thrown in their way as a temptation, they^ell into an 
aajbneeaide. In proportion as their numbers were greater, so 
waa the slau^iter. The violent rage which this overuirow excii* 
ted, gave cause to one of greater magnitude : for, having crossr. 
od the Tiber by night, they made an assault on the camp of tha 
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consvil SenriliiM ; and, being repulsed with great loss, with diffi- 
culty effected a retreat to the Janicnlum. The consul immedi- 
ately passed the Tiber, and fortified a camp at the foot of the 
Janiculum. Next day, as soon as light appeared, partly led by 
the confidence inspired by his success in the fight of the d^ 
before, but chiefly because the scarcity of com made it expedi- 
ent to adopt even dangerous measures, provided they were expe- 
ditious, he rashly marched up his iroapB against the'steep of the 
Janicnlum, to the camp of the enemy ; where he met wiUi a 
repulse, more shameful than that which he had given them die 
ineceding day ; and both he and his army owed their priesenra- 
tion from destruction to the timely intervention of his coUeagae. 
The Eltrurians, now enclosed between the two armies, to one or 
other of which their rear was by turns exposed, were entirely 
■cnt off. Thus, through a fortunate act of temerity, the Veten- 
tians were effectually overpowered, and the war hrou^t to a 
conclusion. 

62. Together with peace, plenty returned to the city, com 
bttng brought from Campania ; and eveiy one, as soon as he 
was freed from the dread of impending fau^e, producing the 
stores which he had concealed. In this statAf abundance and 
ease, the people began again to grow licentious ; and not finding 
abroad any cause of complaint, soaght for it, as usual, at home. . 
By infusing into their minds the usual poison, the agrarian law, 
the tribunes threw the people into a ferment, at the same time 
rousing their resentment against the patricians who opposed it ; 
and not only against that body in general, but against particular 
members of it. Quintus Considius and Titus Genucius, tfae 
present moposers of the affrarian law, lodged an accusation 
against Titus Menenius : the charge brought against him was, 
the loss of the fort of Cremera, when he, the consul, was en- 
canq)ed in a fixed ])ost at no great distance. Him they crushed, 
althouflh the patricians struggled in his cause with no less zeal 
than wey had shown for Coriolanus, and though his father 
Agrippa's title to the favour of the public was not yet for^tten. 
The tribunes, however, went no farther than to impose a fine, 
though they had carried on the prosecution as for a capital 
offi»nce. On his beingr found guilty, they fixed the mulct at two 
thousand asses.* Tms prov^ fatal to him ; for we are told 
that he could not bear the ignominy and anguish of mind which 
it occasioned, and that this threw him into a disorder which pat 
an end to his life. Another was soon after brought to tnal, 
Spotius Servilius ; a^inst whom, as soon as he went out of the 
consulship, in the beginning of the year in which Caius Nautias 

* Flva pounds scerlinf. 
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and Publios Valeriua were coneab, a prosecution was comment 
ced by two tribunes, Lucius Ctsdicius and Titus Statius. He 
did not, like Menenius, meet the attacks of these tribunes with 
supplications from himself and the patricians, but with the 
mmoet confidence, inspired by innocence, and by the justice of 
his claim to the favour of the public. He was charged with> 
misconduct in the battle with the Etrurians at the Janicolum ; 
\mt being a man of an intrepid spirit, as he had done formerly in 
the case of public peril, so now in one that threatened himself, 
he dispelled the danger by facing it with boldness. In a speech 
full of undaunted fortitude, he retorted on both tribunes and 
commons, and upbraided them with the .condemnation and death 
of Titus Menemus, the son of that man to whose good offices 
the peojde stood indebted for the restoration of their privileges, 
for xhoae very laws and magistrates which enabled them now to 
let loose their passions in this unreasonable manner. His col- 
league Virginius, too, beiiig {nroduced as a witness, greatly assist- 
ed his cause, by attributing to him a i^are of his own merit ; 
but what did him ibe most essential service was, the sentence 
passed on Meneniufi ; so great a change had taken place in the 
minds of the people. 

53. No sooner had these domestic disputes subsided, than a 
new war broke out with the Veientians, with whom the Sabines 
had united their forces. After auxiliaries had been brought from 
the Latines and Hemicians, the consul Valerius, being sent with, 
an army to Veil, instantly attacked the Sabine camp, which they 
had pitched under the walls of their allies. This occasioned 
such consternation among the Sabines^-that while they ran dife- 
ent ways in small parties to repel the enemy's assault, the gate, 
first attacked* was taken ; and afterward, within the rampart, 
there was rather a camagelhan a battle- From the tents the 
alarm spread into the city, and the Veientians ran to arms in as 

rit a panic as if Veii itself were taken : some went to support 
Sabines, others fell on the Romans, whose whole force and 
attention were employed on the camp. For a little time the 
latter were put to a stand and disordered ; but soon forming two 
fironts, they faced the enemy on both sides ; and, at the same time, 
the cavalry, being ordered by tlie consul to charge, routed and 
dispersed the Etrurians. Thus were overcome, in the same hour, 
two armies of the two greatest and most powerful of the neigh- 
bouring states. During these transactiontpat Veii, the Volscians 
and iEquans had encamped in the Latine territories, and laid 
wast^ the country. The Latines, however, being joined by the 
Hemicians, without the aid either of Roman general or troops, 
beat them out of their camp, and there, besides recovering their 
pwn efiects, got possession of immense boot/. The conaa^ 
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Cftiat Nantiut was, how«v«r, sent a^mt the Vdlscians fiom 
JtoDie, where, I suppose, it was connderedM improper thai the 
•Hies tfaould get a cOBtom of carrying on w^rs, with their own for- 
ces and under their own direction, without a RotnaT) general aod 
tro(»ps. Every kind of seyerity tltid ind^ity >aS practised 
against the Votscians, yet they could not be brought to an en- 
gagemtot in the field. 

54. The next consuls were Lucius Furius and Aulus Man- 
Ihis. [A. U. C. 280. B. C. 472.] The Veicntians fell to tiM 
lot of Manlius as his province ; but the war with that people 
did not continue. At theiif request a truce for forty years was 

rited thenr, and they were obliged to furnish com, and to pay 
soldiers. No sooner was peac6 restored abroad than diacoid 
began at home. The commons were set in a flame, at the in- 
atigation of the tribunes, on theii; constant subject, the agprarian 
law, which the consols, not deterred by the tondemnation of 
Nenenius, or the danger incurred by Servilius, opposed widi all 
their might. On this account, as soon as they went out of office, 
Titus Genucius, the tribune, laid hold of them. They were 
Miceeeded in the consulship by Lucius iBmiliusand Opitetl^ 
|[inius. [A. U. C 281. B. C. 471.] In some annals, instead 
of Virginius, I find Vopiscus Julius set down for consul. Du^ 
ting this year, whoever were the consuls, Furius and Manlius 
being summoned to a trial, before the people, went about in the 
garb of sQppliants, addressiug not only tiie commons, but the 
younger patricians. The latter they advised and cautioned to 
'* keep at a distance from public employments and the adminis- 
tration of afiairs, and to lcK>k on the consular fasces, the nre- 
tezta, and curule chair, as nothing better than the decoratiotks 
^ a funeral ; for those splendid badges, like the fillets of vic- 
tims, were placed on men who were doomed to death. But, if 
there were such charms in the consulship, let them, once for afl, 
be convinced that the office was crushea, and held in captivity 
by the tribunitian power ; that a consul must act in every thing 
according to command, and, like a bailiff, be obedient even to 
the tribune^s nod. If he should exert himself, if he should show 
any respect to the patricians, if ho should suppose that theft 
was any powerful part in the state but the commons alone, let 
him place before his eyes the banishment of Caius Mareivts, 
with the penalty and death of Menenitts.*' By such discourses 
the patricians were fired with indication, and from that time 
tiiey no longer held their consultations publicly, but in private, 
and suffered but few to be privy to them : and here, howevsr 
they might differ in other points, in this they were unanimouib 
that the accused should be rescued from danger by any means 
possible, whether right or wrong \ and the most violent method 
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, fooposed wu the most aoceptable. Nor were they at a loaa ftr 
an actor to perpetrate any, the most atrocious deed : on the day 
of trial, therefore, the people, standing in the forum, in eanr 
expectation of the tribune's appearing, first began to wonder 
that he did noi come down ; then beginning, from his deky, to 
suspect something amiss, they supposed that he had been terri- 
fied from attending by the nobles, while iome complained that 
the cause of the public was deserted «nd betrayed by him. At 
lenffth, an account was brought of the tribune's being found 
4ead in his bouse. As soon as this report had spread throng 
the assembly, every one separated different ways, jast as an 
aimy disperses on the fall of its leader. The tribunes, partiea- 
larly, were seized with the greatest terror, warned by the death 
of their colleague, how very tittle security the devoting laws 
afforded th^m. The patricians,, on the other side, ezultm with 
too little moderation ; and so far were they fiom fseling ai^ 
compunction at the df»ed, that even those who w«re clear of die 
eiime wished to be considered as the perpetrators of it ; and 
they declared openly that the trtbunitian power must be subdued 
by severity. 

65. Soon After this victory had been obtained, by meaoi 
which furnished a precedent of the worst tendency, a proclama- 
tion was issued for a levy of soldiers : and the tribunes being 
awed into submission, the consuls, accomplished the business 
without any interruption. The oommona, on this, were highly 
enraged, mote on account of the acquiescence of the tribunes 
than of the execution of the orders of the consuk : they de- 
clared tha^ <* there was an end of their Uberty ; that they were 
reduced again to their old condition, for the trtbunitian power 
had expireid with, and was buried in the grave of Genucius. 
Other means must be devised and practisM, to put a stop to 
the tyranny of the patricians. There remained now only one 
method to be pursued ;' which wa8» that the commons, since 
they were destitute of every other protection, should undertake 
their own defence. The retinue of the consols consisted of 
twenty-four lictors, and even these were plebeians: no'foree 
could be more contemptible, or less capable of resistance, if 
people had but the spirit to despise them ; but everyone mag* 
nified those matters, and made them objects of terror to him« 
self." While they thus spurred on eacb other with such die- 
courses as these, it happened that a lictor was sent by the 
consul to a plebeian of the name of Volero Publilius, who had 
insisted that, having been a centurion, he could not be compelled 
to enlist as a common soldier. Volero appealed to the tribunes ; 
but none of them supportiiig him, the 'consuls ordered the man 
to be stripped, and the rods to be got ready : " I appeal to the 
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ptopto," nid ICdeio : <* the tiibdnm chooM nthttT lHa^ a R*. 
nui citnen ihould be beeten with rods before their eyes, tkto 
Ifait IfaemMhe* cbeuld be nraldefed m their'beds by y<rar faad* 
tion." Tbe more fieheniently he ezelismed, the more Tioieatly 
did the kctor proceed in tearing off Itte etotlies, and eCrippiiig 
him. Then Vnieroy whv was a mail of neat bodily ^ireag^ 
aoi tided aleehy these who took fiait wira him, drove away the 
Ikctatt and retired into the thiekeii pert of the erowd, where ho 
heasd the kMidest eipiesstons of indigbation at the treetaMnt 
which he leeeired ; at the ssnae time crying aleod, ^ I appeal, 
and Boptere the prtrteetioa of the eommons. Sap|>ort me, eiti- 
aoHo; support me» feUow-soldiers. Toa ha^ nothing to ex* 
|ieet fiNMn the tribimesw who themsehres stend in need of your 
owppeft.'* The pecple^ inflamed with iMtssion, prepared them- 
ildf OB as for a battle : end there was eveiy appearance 9i the 
e wi te st pioeeedtng to such estiemity, as wat no legarel what- 
ever weald be paid either to public or private rights. Thto 
oeBsohi, having undertaken to fiiee tfaos violent storm, qnicUy 
•ipofiene^ that digm^, omiapported by strenffth, is not esenipt 
mm danger. Troir lictors were abused, tho fesces broken, 
ad theoMfies foreed to uke lefoge in the senate-hoose, nn- 
eertte how Jar Volero would push his yictory. in some time 
iAer> the tumult sctbaiding[, they assembled the senators, and 
eemfilBined tO' them of tbe ill-tfsaflneni which they had suffered, 
of the Tioienee of the commons, and the audacious beharioQr 
«f Viieio. Though many har^h methods of proceeding were 
pioposed, the opinion of me elder members pTeTfiled ; whore- 
camm ea d od to the senate not fo let their conduct be as strongly 
wanked by passionate lesentmOnt, ss ^t of the commons was 
by inoonsidsrste violence. 

66. The commons, interesting ihemsekes wamtly k hir6(a 
of Yctor^, chose him at the next election tribune for the year; 
the cooseis being Lueiue Fiaarins and'Poblius Foiitts. [A. U. 
O. MS. B. C. ^0.} And now, contrary to the expectation of 
iU awto, w4m supposed that he would give a loose to the teins 
of the tribomtian power, in harassii^ the consuls of the pie^ 
eedoiryiMrr postponing his own xeientment, and affecting only 
the fStibc iMterest, wi&Mit nttmng even a word to olfend tbe 
OMOuii, he proposed a law, tbtt flebeian magistrates should 
hs eloped in assembltes where the votes were g;iven by the 
tribe*. Thic^ thoegh covered under an appearance w^ich, at 
fiiat view, showed not any evil tendenrcy, was considered as a 
matlor 4t no fkfivtal consequence ; as it would entirely deprive 
te psitrieiMiis of the power of electing siich tribunes as they 
Ikad, l^ BMans of the votes of their dependents. To prevent 
ttis pv^^tion, which was highly |deasing to tho comiMn 
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fiom pastmg bto a kw, tl» patricnns itnined ererr norre ; ind 
thougn neither the inflaence of the eon«aIt nor t^t of ^em* 
seWes could preTtil on tny one of the college of thbunes to 
]Hroteet against it, that being the only power that could efiee* 
taally stile it : yet, as it was in itself an afiitir of great weight, 
and required long and laborious exertions, the obsUolos thrown 
in its way were sufficient to delay it vntil the following year. 
The commons re-elected VoTero to the tiibimeslnp ; and the 
ptttrieians, judging that th^s buinness wooM Hot end without the 
serezest struggle, procured the consulship for Appius Clandiu% 
VQB of Appius, who both hated, and Was ^lated I7 fhe comnomi, 
In conseqoenoe of the contentions between them and his father. 
Titus Qumtius was giren him for a colleague. The kw wa* 
tlie first matter agitated in the begimiing of ifae year ; and 
though TolerO was the author of it, yet Letorius fab cotteagoei, 
fiem havings more recently joined in the business, became in 
consequence the more ^ser for its adoption: his renown in 
war in^ired him with conndenee, for there was no one of that 
age possessed of more personal prowess. Veiero eontiiiited 
lumself with Arguing &> fatoor of the law, and avoided dl abuse 
against the consuls ; but Lntorius began with severe inTcctivei 
against Appius and bis fomily, cha^ine them with having al- 
-vnqrs shovm a disposition in the h^hMt dome overbearing and 
cniel ; asserting that the patricians had dected him not fo^a 
consul, but an ezoeutioner, to tprraent and torture Uie plebeians. 
B^g however a rough soldier, unskilled in the art of flpe^in|[^ 
he was at a loss for exuressions suited to the boldness of his 
thoughts; and finding himself unable to proceed in his dis^ 
eoitfse, he said : " Citnens, since I cannot speak with the sbomi 
readiness with which I can perform what I nave ^oken, I r»- 
qoest your attendance to-morrow. Either t will lose my life 
here in your piesenee, or I will carry the law." Next day the 
tribunes took possession of the temple ; and the consols and 
noblea.plaeed themselves among the«n>wd, in order to oppose 
the law. Latorins ordered ail persons to retire, except those 
who were to vote ; but the younger nobility kept their seats^ 
and paid no logsnl to the officer ; on which Lcetorius ordemA 
some of them to be taken into custody . The consul Appiue 
insisted that **a Uribune had no power over any but the pl»> 
beians ; for he was not a magistrate of the people at largOf but 
of the commons ; that he mmself could not, eonforoiab^ to 
ancient usage, of his own authority, compel people to wi^tdrai^ 
the words in 9se being, '* If ye think proper, ]iomans,r retire." 
It was easy for him to disconcert Latonus m sxgoinff, even ikm 
contemptaoushr, about his suthority : the tribune merefore, in» 
flamed with aofary sent one of his officers to the consul, whilt 
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the consul sent t lictor to the tribune, calling out that he was 
but a private person without command and without magistracy ; 
nor would the tribune have escaped ill-treatment, had not the 
whole assembly joined with great warmth in taking hie part 
against the consul ; and at the same time, the alarm haTing 
spread among the populace, brought a ^at concourse from aU 
parts of the city to the forum. Appius, notwithstanding, in- 
flexibly withstood the violence of the storm ; and the dispute 
must hsTe terminated in blood, had not Quintius, the other con- 
sul, giving it in charge io the consulars to take away hia col- 
league from the forum by force, if they could not do it other- 
wise, now soothing the enraged plebeians with intreaties, then 
lagging the tribunes to dismiss the assembly* so as to "give 
time for their anger to cool,'' telling them that delay would 
not diminish au^t of their power, but would afford them- the 
advanuge of uniting prudence with that power ; that the patri- 
cians would still be under the direction of the people, and the 
consul under that of the patricians. 

67. With great difficulty, the commons were pacified by 
Quintius ; and with much greater was the other consul quieted 
by the patricians; and the assembly of the people being at 
length ^dismissed, the consuls convened the senate. These, fear 
and an^r prevailing by turns, produced for some time a variety 
of opinions ; but having gained time for reflection, in proportion 
as passion gave place to reason, they became more and more 
averse from inflammatory measures ; insomuch, that they re- 
turned thanks to Quintius, for having, by ezertions,'ij[>ut a atop 
to the auarrsl. Appius they requested to be " satisfied with 
such a degree of deference, 'to the consular authority, as was 
compatible with concord between the several parts of the state; 
for while the tribune and consuls violently drew all power, each 
to their own side, there was ix>ne left in the other members of 
the community. The object of the dispute was not the safety 
of the commonwealth, but who should have the disposal of it, 
mangled and torn as it was." On the other hand, Appius ap- 
pealed to gods and men that *' the state was betrayed and de- 
■erted through cowardice ; that the consul was not wanting in 
•opport of the senate, but the senate in support of the consul ; 
and that they were submitting tsr more grievous laws than those 
which were imposed at the Sacred Mount." Yielding, bow- 
ever, to ,ihe unanimous jodsmont of the senate, he deaisted, and 
the law was carried through without farther opposition, 

68. Then, for the first time, were the tribunes elected in an 
assembly of the people voting by tribes. Piso relates also that 
there were three added to their number, havtng before been biit 
two. He even names the tribunes, Oaius Sicmius, Lucius Nu 
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■utofras, Ifftrept DoflitM, Spathft Tcilius^ LQeitis Mecili'us. 
Daring, die ditietiaiotM at Rome, wir Gommenced with the 
.fiqucDt mA Yolseiifts, ^hb had committed depredations on 
the Roman Undt, ivkh design, lb«t if the eomraotia ahoold 
again think pfo|>er to a«eede, they might find refuge with thera. 
when the difierenees m the eity wete afterW«rd composed, they 
removed their camp to a gieate» dielanee : Appiua Claudius 
was aen^ agamst the Vdacians, the .^nane fell to Qaintioa as 
bia pnmnce. The same severity, which Appios had Ahown at 
home, he ptaetiaed at tlie head of the araiy abroad, and even 
with lessieserve, ais he was ont Of the reaeh of itay conttt>l fibm 
the trihunes. H« detested the commons to a Aegree of rancour, 
even beyond what he inherited ^m hlk ftthel' ; and considered 
himself aa vanqniahed by them ; for that when he had been set 
up as the only person who, in the chaiacteif of consul, was 
^alified to oppose the tribtinitian pow«r, that law had been ear- 
ned, which ^e ibniier consuls had been abte to^vent, though 
they made not such strennons ekertions as himself agamst it, 
nor did tho patrieiani etpect so iliwfth from them. His ang«er 
sbd indignation het«bf excited, h« aooght to wteak Dn the army 
eveiy kind of rimnr which the command bad put in his power : 
hat no degiee of violence was able %6 sobdoe the temper of his 



ttoops, such an uneonqiierable spifit of onposition had they iih- 
hibed. In «very pan of their IrasineM thl^y showed indolente 
and caielesanefes, n^ligence stid stubbornness ; neither shame 
sor fear had any efract on them, f f he wished that the army 
afaoold praeeed with moi<s 'etpedition, they marched the slower ; 
if fae came to encourage them to hasten their wotk, evefy one 
relaxed the diligence which he had used before ; when he waa 
present, they east down their eyes ; ss he paased b^, they mot- 
tered cones aeainat htm ; ao that while he seemed invulnerable 
to popular disuke, his mind was occasionally affected with die- 
agpreeabie emotions. After trying every kino of harsh treatment 
without efiect, he renounced all intetcourae with the soldiers, 
declaring that the array was corrapted hv the centurions, whonk, 
in ft gibing manner, he sometimes daUed plebt^ali ttibones and 
Voleroa. 

69. Not one of these citcnmitftnces was nnknown to the 
Vdscians, who, for that reason, pressed fbtward their operations 
the more vi^rously, in hopes that the Roman army would be 
animated with the same spirit of opposition against Appius which 
th^ had formeiiy displayed against Fabiua, when consul ; and, 
in fact, in Appius* case, it showed itself with a much greater de- 
gree of invetoracy than in that of Fabins ; for they were not 
only unwilling to conquer, like Fabiua* troops, bitt even chose 
to be conquered. When led out (o the field, they fled -fhaixteu 
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ftiUy to th«ir camp, or mad^ a h^t, antfl the> aatw fhe-Volfleianf 
advancing to the lampart, and comnutfciog great alaa^hter on 
the rear of the army. The neoeaahy of repelling the Tictorioos 
enemy from the rampart, then prevailed on them to fight, whicb* 
however, they did in auch a manner aa made it evident that they 
acted only becauae Rcmian.aoldiera wonld not auffer their camp I 
to be taken : in other reapects, they rejoiced at their own losses 
and disgrace. AU this had so little efllect tovrards aoiksning the 
stobbom fierceness of Appins, that he resolved to exhibit fsatka 
examples of severity ; Irat when he had summoned an aaserably 
for the puipoae, the lieutenant-generals and tribunea gatfa^ed 
haatily about him, and cautioned hira " not to hazard a trial of 
ibe extent of an authority, whose whole efiBcaey depended on 
,the will of those who were to obey it ; informed him, that the 
soldiers in general declared that they would not attend the 
assembly ; wd that, in every quarter, they were heaid loudly 
demanding that the camp ahould be removed out of the Vol- 
scian territorios. They reminded him that the conqnenng army 
had approached almost to the gates and to the rampart, and that | 
if he persisted, there was not only reason to appehend, but 
every certain indication of a most grievous calamity enauii^." 
At length, yielding to persuasion, as nothing but a delay of pun- j 
iahment could be the conseqomce, he prwoffued the assembly ; | 
flave orders that the troops ahould be in readiness to march next 
day; and at the first dawn, gave, by sound of trumpet, the sig- 
nal for setting out. When the army had scarcely got clear of 
the camp, and while they were just formine in 4>rder of mazch, 
the Volacians, as if they had been summoned by the sanoie donal, 
made an attack on their rear ; and the- alarm, spreading nram 
thence to the van, caused such consternation, as uirew both the 
battalions and ranks into confusion, so that neither could oiders 
be heard, nor a line formed. No one now thought of anything 
but flight ; and with such precipitation did they make their way 
through the ranks, that the enemy ceased to pursue sooner than 
the Romans to fly. In vain did the consul follow bis men, call- 
ing on them to halt. But when he had at length collected them 
t(^tber, he encamped in a peaceful part of the country ; aad 
there, haying summoned an assembly, after uttering severe and 
just reproaches against the army, as betrayers of military disci- ^ 
pline, and deserters from their posts, aaking each wh^ were 
their standaids 1 where were thienr arms 1 • he beat with roda, and 
beheaded the. soldiers who had thrown away their aworda, the 
atandard-bearers who had lost their ensigns, and alao such of the 
centurions, and of the privates, as had quitted their ranks. Of 
the rest of the multitude every tenth man was drawn by lot and 
punished. 
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$0. tn fe tery dtflfereot nfanner were matten condneted in tiM 
country of the ^Cqaaiu. There seemed a mutual contest car- 
ried on between the consul and his troops, who should exceed 
the ether in civility and good offices. Quintius was fiatorally 
of a milder disposition ; and besides, the iU-eonseqoences at- 
tending the harshness of his colleague made himfeel the greater 
satisfaction in indulging his own temper. The JBouans, not 
daring to meet in the field a general and army so cordially nni* 
' ted, suffered them to carry their depredations through evei^^ part 
of the country ; and in no former war was a greater abundance 
of booty brouffht off from thence, all which was distributed 
among the sokuen. Their behaviour was also rewarded with 
praises, in which the minds of soldiers find as much delight as 
in gain. The troops returned home -in better temper towards 
their general, and, on the general's account towards the patricians 
also ; declaring, that the senate had given to them' a parent, to 
the other army a master. This year, daring which they expeii* 
4»ioed a variety of fortune in their military operations, and furi- 
ous dissensions both at home and abroad, was particularly distin- 
guished by the assemblies of the people voting by tribes ; a 
matter which derived its seeming importance rather from the 
honour pf the victory obtained b^ one party over the other, than 
from any real advantage acormng from it. For the share of 
power, which was either gained by the commons, or taken from 
the patricians, was trifling, in proportion to the great degree of 
dignity of which the assemblies themselves were deprived by the 
exclusion of the patricians. 

61. The followinff year [A. U. C. 284, B. C. 468] the con- 
sulate of Lucius Yalenus and Tiberius .£miUus was disturbed 
by more violent commotions, both in consequence of the strug- 
gles between the different orders Of the state, concerning tM 
agrarian law, a^d also of the trial of Appius Claudius ; who, 
having taken a most active part in oppMOsition to the law, and 
supported the cause of those who were in possession of the 
public lands, as if he were a third consul, and tnougbt it his duty, 
had a criminal prosecution instituted affainst hun by Marcus 
Doilius and Caius Sicinius. Never hitherto had a person, so 
odious to the commons, been brought to trial before the people^ 
overwhehned as he was with their hatred, on his fathn's account, 
besides the load which his own conduct had drawn on him ; and 
hardly ever did the patricians exert such strenuous efforts in 
favour of any^ other, seeing this champion of the senate, the 
asserter of its dignity, their bulwariL against all the outrage- . 
ous attempts, both of tribunes and commons, exposed to the 
rage of the popu^ce, only for having in the contest exceeded; 
In some degree, as they conceived, the bounds of moderation. 
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Amus ClwidiiiB lammtU wm the onlj one amoiig tlie patilrwiw 
yim loeMk wUh Kom «a tbe tEibvnes and commoDs, even 
^fl^±\ifkg a di«c«9vd as to his own trial. Neither the threats of 
the cpBiHioos, nof the eiitreetiee of the senate* could ever pre- 
vail on him eithei^ to, chsoge jms f^b/ o( use a snpptianfc ad- 
dress* or evea to soltea and r^az, m any degree, the usual hsrahr 
nesa of his lao^[i^afe, ^hen he wsa to plead his cause before the 
people. He stiU piesenred the aame expression of countenance^ 
the asoae stubboiqifiefcesess in his loolw, and the same vehe- 
mence ift his diicouise ; so that « gieat many of the commons 
felt no less dread of Appke, while he stood a eulpiit at their 
bar, than they had done ^hen he wsfl consui He i^eaded in 
hie defence, and that with all the hau^tiness which he coidd 
have shown had he.been4be accuser, ^st as he used to behave 
on every other occasioQ ; and, by his mtr^idity, so astonished 
the tribunes and commons, that, of their own choice, they ad- 
journed the tml to another day, and aUterward suffered the 
business to oeoL The day of adjournment was not very distent, 
yet, before it anived, he was seized with s disorder, and died. 
The tribunes endeavoured to prevent his being honoured with a 
funerai panegync, but the commons would not ^low that the 
lest day of so gpreat a man should be defrauded of the usual glo- 
ries. They listened to the encomiums pronounced on him iSker 
his death with as fii?ourable an attention as they had shown to 
the charges brought against him when alive, and, in vast num^ 
bees, attended his funeral. 

62. During this year the consul Yslerius marched with an 
army against the .£quans ; sad, finding it impracticable to entice 
them to an ensaflement, made an asaauH on their camp. A 
violeni stonn of thundsr and hail obliged him to desist, and peo< 
ptfr*s surprise was increased when, as soon as the signet fas 
retreat had been given, the weather became perfectly caUn and 
clear ; so that they were deterred by a religious scruple from 
sgain attacki&ff a camp which had beeur defended by an evident 
inteqK)8itionof some divinity, and vented all their rage in devas- 
tations on the enemy's lands. The other consul, ^milius, con- 
ducted the war in the country of the Sabines, and there also, 
ihe enemy keeping within their walls, the lands were laid waste ; 
at length, by the burning not only of the country-houses, but of 
the viltejges, which in that populous country were very numerous, 
the Salunes wero povoked to give battle to the troc^ employ* 
ed in the depredatiens ; and, being obliged to retreat without 
having gained any advantage, removed their camp, next day, to 

* It was Qsoal for persons under acenaation to pot on a moonynt 
diM% and to letthsir hair and boardfraw. 
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t pUc« of groiter gaiety. This appealed to the coamA a i 
eient reason to consider the enemy as Yanquished, and to cease 
any farther operations ; he accordingly withdrew his men, with- 
out hayinff made aay^prc^ess in the war. 

63. While these wars still raged abroad, and party divisions 
at home, Titus Numioius Pdsciis and Aulus Vimnins were 
eledted consuls. [A. U. C. S85, B. C. 467.] Thoe was 
reason to believe that the commons would not endure any fai^ 
tfaer del^y with respect to the s^arian law, and every degree of 
violence was ready to be .committed, when it was discovered, by 
the snu^ from the burning of the conntry-h6uses, and by the 
jnhabituits flying to the. city, that the Yolscians were at hand : 
this incident repressed the sedition, wh^i ju»t ripe, and on the 
point of faking forth. The .consuls were instantly ordered 
by the senate to lead out the youth from the city against the 
enemy ; and this made the rest of the commons less turbulent. 
On the other side, the assailants, without performing any thing 
Ourther than aUrming the Homans by the destruction of some 
few building, retired with great precipitation. Nnmicius march- 
ed to Antium aeainst the Volscisns; Viiginius against the 
iEquans. Here ue army, falling into an ambuscade, and being 
in the utmost danger of a total overthrow, was rescued by .the 
bravery of the soldiers from the imminent peril to which the 
carelessness of the consul had exposed them. The operations 
against the Yolscians were better conducted : in the first en- 
gagement, the enemjr was routed, and compelled to fly into 
Antium, which, considerinjyr those times, was a city of great 
strength ; the consul therefore^ not choosing to venture to attack 
it, took from the Antians another town called Ceno, which was 
not near so strong. While the .£quans and Yolscians gave 
employment to the Roman armies, the Sabines carried depreda- 
tion to the very gates of the city ; however, they themselves, 
in a few days after, suffered, from the two Roman armies greater 
losses than any which they Imd occasioned ; both the consuls, 
provoked at their proceeungs, having marched into their ter- 
ritories. 

64. Towards the close of the year, there was some interval 
of peace, but disturbed, as was always the case, by struggles 
between the patricians and plebeians. The latter were so 
incensed, that they refused to attend the assembly held for the 
election of consuls ; so that by the votes of the patricians and 
their d^)endants, Titys Quintius and Quintus Servilius were 
appointed to the consulship. [A. U. C. 286, B. C. 466.] 
These experienced a year similar to the preceding ; the begin- 
ning of it filled with, civil broils, which were afterward repressed 
by the breaking out of foreign wars. The Sabines, marching 
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aaora the plains ef Crastoniifiuin with mat lapidity, carried 
tn and awwd through all the country on tbe banlM of the Amo : 
and though, when they had advanced almost to the CoUine gate, 
and the walls of the city, they met with a repulse, yet they car- 
xied off a vast booty boUt of men and cattle. The consul Ser- 
ous marched in pursuit, with design to bring them to as 
•ngaeement : but not being able to ovimtidEe thmr main body is 
ih» champaign country, he spread devastation to such an extent, 
as to leave nothing unmolested, and returned with a quantity of 
spoil, exceeding, by many degrees, what the enemy had carried 
cir. In the campaign against the Volsoians, atso, the arms <if 
the state were remi^abfy successful, throng the conduct both 
of the genera] and of the soldiers : first, they Ibught a pitched 
battle, on equal ground, witii great loss of blood on both sides. 
The Romans, however, whose small number made them feel the 
loss more sensibly, would have quitted the field, had net the 
consul, by a happy feint, reanimated the troops, calhng out, that 
the enemy were fiying on the other wing : they then returned to 
the charge, and the opinion that victory was on their side was the 
means of their obtaining it in reality. But Titus fearing lest, if 
he pressed the fugitives too far, he might hare the battle to fight 
over again, gave the signal for retreat. Afler this, an intei^ 
of some few days passed, during which both parties reposed, as 
if they had tacitly agreed to a suspension df arms ; and, in the 
mean time, vast multitudes from every state of the Volscians 
tod iEquans flocked to their camp, not doubting but that the 
Romans, when informed of their numbers, would malte their 
retreat by night: About the thiid watch, therefore, they came 
to attack the camp. Quintius, after appeasing the tumult which 
the sudden alarm had excited, and ordering the soldiers to stay 
quiet in their tents, led opt a cohort of Hemicians to form an 
advanced guard, mounted the trumpeters, wkh others of their 
band, on horses, and ordered them to sound their instruments 
before the rampart, so as to keep the enemy in- suspense until 
daylight. Durmg the feraainder of the night every thing was 
quiet in the camp, so that the Romans were not even prevented 
from sleeping. The Volscians, on the other hand, expecting 
eveiT instant an attack, were kept in a state of earnest attention 
by the appearance of the armed mfantry, whom they believed to 
be Romans, and whom they also conceived to be more numerous 
than they really were, fiora the bustle and neighing of the 
horses ; and which, being under the management of riders with 
whom they were acquainted, and having their ears continually 
teazed with the sound of the instruments, made in their tramp- 
ling a considerable noise. 

65. When day appeared the Romans, marching into the field 
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in fuU Tigoor, afler being thoroughly refreshed with sleep, at the 
first onset overpowered the Vdscians, fatigued with standing 
and want of rest. However, the enemy might be said to retire, 
rather than to be routed ; for some hills, which lay behind them, 
afforded a safe retreat to all the Iroope that were stationed to the 
rear of the first line, whose ranks were still unbroken. On 
comine to thi« place where the height of the ground wall against 
him, the consul ordered his laen to halt; hot it was with gntet 
difficulty that they coaM be restrained ; they caiUd out, and ia- 
sisted on being allowed to punue the advantage which they had 
gained : while the barsemen, collected round tb» gBneial, weoe 
still more ungovernable, loudly declarbg that they would a^vanoB 
before (he front line. While Titus hesitated, between the con- 
fidence which he knew he might place ia thd vahntf of his men 
and the difl|cuUy of the ground, ul cried oat, with one ' 



that they would proceed ; aod they~ instantly put their words an 
execution : sticking their ^ear^ in the gnHuwi, that they might 
be liffhter to climb the steeps, they wa forwaod in fiill ipood. 
The Vblscians, having at the first' onset discfaaroed their mnsive 
weapons, began to pour down on them, as &ey epproedied. 
The incessant blows from tho stones of the hi^liei^ ground and 
which lay among their feet, so galled and disordered the Ro- 
mans, that their left wing was by this means ahnost overbocne ; 
when the consul, just as they were beginning to giTO way, ve« 
proaching them with their raiahness, and at tm same time wifeh 
want of spirit, made their iears give place to shame. At first 
they stood their ground with determined firmness ; then, ae they 
recovered strength to renew the attack, in spite of the disad- 
vantage of situation, they ventured^ to advance, and iaisiB|^ the 
shout anew, moved iforward in a body. Ruahing en agaut in 
full career, they forced their way ; aiid when they had reached 
almost to the summit of the hill, the enen^ tamed their hecki, 
and the pursuers and pursued, exerting their utmost speed, botfa_ 
rushed mto the camp together, ahnost in one body. In tfaiB~~ 
consternation of the Volscians their camp^was taken. Such of 
them as could make their escape took the road to Antium ; 
thither also the Roman army marched ; and, after a siege of a 
few days, the town surrendered, not because the fixce of the 
besi'^gers was stronger now than in the former attack, bet 
because the epirite of the besieged were hiokeah^ the lateim- 
successful battle, and the loss i their camp. 
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Chap. 1. Soon after the taking of Antinm, Titas ^milius and 
Quintus Fabiua were elected conrals. [A. U. C. 287, B. C. 
465.] This Qiuntua was the single one of the Fabii who re- 
mained alive when the ftonilj were cat off at the Cremera. ^mi- 
Una had before, in his former consulate, recommended* the dia- 
tribntion of lands among the commons ; now, therefore, on his 
being a second time invested with that office, those, who expect- 
ed the lands, conceived sanguine hopes of the law being passed. 
The tribmies, su'pposin^ that an afiaur for which such strug^^les 
had often been made, m opposition to both ^e consuls, might 
probably* be accomplished now, when one of those magistrates 
was an advocate for it, set the business on foot ; and the consul 
continued in the same sentiments. The possessors of the lands, 
and most of the patricians, com^aining loudly that a person at 
the head of the state aimed to oistingoish himself by intrigues 
more becoming a tribune courting popularity, by making dona- 
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tions out of other people's property, removed the odium of the 
whole tranaabtion nom the tribunes to the consul. ' A desperate 
contest would hare ensued, had not Fabius struck out an expe- 
dient to prevent it, by a. plan disagreeable to neither party ; 
whidi was, that, as a considerable tract of land had been taken 
from the Viriscians in the preceding year, under the conduct and 
auspices of Titus Quintius, a colony should be led off to Anti- 
um, a tovm at no great distance, convenient in every respect, 
and a sea-port ; by these means, the commons might come in 
for lands, without any complaints from the present possessors at 
home, and harmony might be preserved in the state. This pro- 
poaition was approved of, and he had commissioners, ctUled tri- 
umvirs; appointed to distribute the same ; these were Titus 
Quintius, A. Virginius, and ^blius Furius; and such as chose 
to accept of those lands were ordered to give in their names. 
The gratification of their wishes, aa is generally the case, in- 
stantly besat disgust ; and so few subscribed to the proposal 
that, to fill up the colony, they were obliged to take in a number 
of the Volscians. The rest of thd populace chose rather to 
prosecute claims of land at Rome, than to receive immediate 
possession of it elsewhere. The JSquans sued to Quintus Fa- 
bius for peace, for he had gone against them with an army ; yet 
they themselves broke it, by a sudden incursion into the Latme 
territories. 
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S. In fke year fbUowiiis, [A. U. G. 288, B. C. 464] QuinUM 
SenrililM, who was consoTwith Spurius P^stmniBs, being Knt 
against' Uw iCqmnSt fixed his camp in the Latine territory, » 
post which he intended to lelaiii Here the troops wore < om* 
petted by sickness to remain inacttrs within their lines ; bv 
which means the war was piotiacted to the tinxd year, in which 
Quinftns Fabius and Titas Quintins were consols. As Fabins, in 
eonseqneooe of his iiscniairsiiccesses there, had gxanted pesce to 
the JEquans, that prarince was now paiticulArly assigned to 
him. He set oat with epnfident ezpeetationa that the splendour 
of his name wonid be s^eient to indnee the i£qoans to put an 
end to hostilities, and sent ambassadors to the jeneral meeting 
of that nation, with orders to tell them that^i^intaa Fabiii% 
consul, gave them notice, diat *< as he had biongfat peace te 
Rome from the JSquans, so now he brought war to the .£qnans 
from Rome ;. haTmg aimed for war the same hand whicn he 
had foimeriy ffiren to thebk as a pledge of psaee. Which 
of the parties Dad, by perjury and perfidy, given oeeasien to this 
inptaie, was knosro to the gpd% who wowd eoon prove aven« 
vers of thecrime : yet, notwit h s tandin g this, he was still moie 
desirous that tfie .£quans should, of ,theb own accord, repent 
of their miseonduct, than sufier the evils of war. If they re* 
pented, they sheukl find safely in that clemency which they had 
already experienced : if they diese to persist in a conduct 
which involved them m the guilt of pctjury, they must expect, in 
the progress of the war, to ttid the resentment of the gods even 
greater than that of their enemies.*' So frr were these decla- 
rations from iNToducing the desired effect on them, &at the am* 
faassadors narrowly escaped ill-treatment, and an army was sent 



to Algidnm against the 'Romans. [A. U. C. 389» B. C. 463.] 
When the news of these traoaaelions was brought to Rome, the 
indigni^ of the albir, ntber than the danger, called out the 
other consul from the city, end the two consular armies advan- 
ced to the enemy in order of battle, prepared for an immediate 
engagement But this happening rather late in the day, a per^ 
son called out fitom one of the enemy's jtosts : " Romans, this 
is making an ostentatious parade, not waging war : vou draw up 
your forces fat battle when ni|ht is at hand. We require a 
greater length of daylight to decide the eontost which is to 
eome on : return into the field to-morrow at aoniise ; you shall 
have an opportunity of fighting, doubt it not." The eoldien 
were led back into the camp until the next day, highly irritated 
by those' expressions, and thiiddng Ae approaching n^ would 
appear too long, which was to occasion a delay to the combat : 
the intervening houra, however, they emplo}red in refreshing 
themselvea wiSi food and sleep. Next momingi m soon as U 
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wu light, the Romsn army were the fint, by a coasidenble tioie, 
to take theirpoet m the field. At lencth, toe .fquananlBO came 
forward. The battle was fought wi£ great fmj on both sideSy 
for the Romans were stumdated both by anger and hatred, while 
the iCquans, consciotis that the dangers to which they were ex- 
posed were the consequence of their own crimes, and despair- 
mg of oyer being treated with^eonfidence in ftitore, felt a neces- 
sity of making the most degpente exertions. Howerer, they 
were not able to withstand the Roman troops. They were 
driven from the field, and retreated to their own territories ; 
where the outrageons multitude, not at all the more disposed 
to peace fix>m their failure, censored their leaders for having 
hazarded success in a pitched battle ; a manner of fitting in 
wliich the Romans possessed superior skill. The .£quans, they 
said, were better fitted for predatory expeditions ; snd there 
was sreater reason to hope for success fimn a number of 
detached parties, acting separately, than from one anny of 
unwieldy- bulk. 

8. Leaving, therefore, a guard in the camp, they marched 
out, and fell on the Roman Sontiers with such fury, as to cany 
terror even to the city. Such an event caused the greater nn- 
s, because it was entirjBly unexpected ; for nothing e'odd 



be less apprehended than that a vanquished enemy, almost be* 
sieged in their camp, should entertain a thought of committing 
depredations. The country people, in a panic j pourm^ into tM 
ffates, and, in the excess of their firight, exa^geratm||[ every 
uiinff, cried out, that they were not small ravagmg parties, nor 
employed in plundering ; but that the legions, and the entire 
army of the enemy were ^proaching, marching r^udly towards 
the city, and prepared f<nr an assault The first who heard 
these rumours, spread them about among others, unauthentiGated 
as they were, ahd therefore the more liable to exaggeration ; 
which caused such a hurry and confused clamoar, every one 
calling to arms, as in some measure resembled the constema« 
tion of a city taken by storm. Luckily, Quintiua, the^ consul, 
had returned from A^dum: this proved a remedy for their 
foaiB, he calmed the tumult, upbraidmg them with being afraid 
of a vanquished people, and posted guards at the ^tes. He 
then convened the senate, and having, hy their directions, issued 
a proclamation for a cessation of all civil business,* marched 
out to protect the frontiers, leaving Quintus Servilius to com* 
maod in the city ; but he found no enemy in the country. The 
other consul encountered the JSquans with extraordinary sue- 

* In cases of (Treat and Immediate danger, all proceedings at law wers 
v^nended; the shops also were shut, and all otvtt busiDess stoppetl^ ua- 
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ewa ; fot he stacked them on the road while hettj laden with 
bootjf which so embaixeseed their motions as to render them 
unfit fox action, and took severe revenge for the devastations 
which they had -committed. He succeeded ..so efiectaally, tha(t 
few made their escape, and the whole of the booty was recov- 
ered. On this, the consal Qiiintius returned to the city, and 
took off the prohibition of business, ^hen it had continued four 
^ys. The gjeneral survey was then held, and the lustrum was 
closed by Quintius ;* the number of citizens rated in the survey 
being one hundr^ and twenty-four thousand two hundred and 
fourteen, besides the orphans of both sexes. Nothing memo- 
lable passed afterward m the country of the JEkjuans : they 
took slielter in their towns, abandoning their surrounding poe- 
sessions to fire and devastation. The consul, after having re- 
peatedly carried hoetilities and depredations throogh every part 
of the enemy's country, returned to Rome with gr^ gk»y, and 
abundance ^of spoil. 

4i The next consuls were.Aulos Postumius Albus and Spo- 
riua ^uriusFUsus. [A. U. C.290, B. G. 461^.] The Furii, some 
, writers have called Fusii : this I mention, lest any should think 
there was a diffisrence in the persons, when it is only in tiie 
name. 'Thero was no doubt entertained but that one of the 
coi|8uls would march an army against the .^Eqoans ; these there- 
fore requested assistance from the Yolscians of Ecetrft, who 
gladly complied with the request; and so invetentte was the 
hatred whidi those states bore towards the Romans, that they 
eaceriy vied with each other in making the most vigorous prepa- 
rations for war. This coming to the knowledge of the Hemt- 
cians, they save notice to the Romans that the people of Ecetia 
had revolted to the .£quans. The colony of Antium was also 
•nspeeted, because on that town being taken, a great multitude 
had fled thence for refose to the iEquans ; and while the war 
with that people laisted, Uiese proved the most valiant soldiers in 
their army. Afterward, when the ifi^uans were driven into 
their towns, tins rabble, withdrawing privately, and returning to 
Antinm^ sediieed the colonists there from their allegiance to the 
Romans, which, even before that time, was not much to be relied 

* The butrum wu a period of five years, at the expiration of which 
a f eneral review of the people was held, and their number, state, and 
elreumstaaces inquired into. The senate also was reviewed by one of 
the censors; and if any one, by hid behaviour, had rendered himself 
unworthy or a place in that body, or had sunk his fortune below the 
requisite qoalincation, his name was passed over by the censor, In 
reikdinf tba roll of senators : and thus he was held to be exekided from 
tbe senate. When the business was done, the censor, to whose lot it 
fe% closed the lustrum, by offering a solemn sacrifice in the Campus 
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•n. B«ibn tfw bmitieM wm yet ripe, on tho tint itdbrmatm 
benig laid before Ihe senate of their intentkm to retolt, directioM 
were giTeii to the contule to send for the heads of the coIoiif« 
•nd inquire into the troth of the matter. These having rsadilf 
attended, and bein^ introdoced to the senate hf the coosnK 
answered the questions put to them in snch a aantiert that the 
ampieimis against them were stronger when they were dlamiMoi 
than befeie Uiey came. War was then consideved as ineviuhls. 
Sporius Furius, to whose lot that province had fallen, maiehiBg 
aaainst the ^nans, found the enemy in the coontry of the 
Hemicians, employed m collecting plunder ; and, beuig ignv- 
not of their mimbers, because they liad never been seen alti^ 
gather, he rashly haaarded an engagement, though hia amy w«a 
▼eiy unequal to the forces of the enemy. At the fint onset he 
was driven from his ground, and oblijged to retreat to hia tenta : 
Bor did the misfoitune end tfasie : in the course of the neat 
niffht, and the following day, his camp was sarrovnded ea all 
aides, and attacked so vigorously, that there was no pottibditf 
even of aendihg a messenger from thence to Rorocf. The Her- 
nicians brought an aooeunt both of the defiftat, and of the con- 
enl and the army being beaieged, which atroek the senate with 
each dismay, that by a decree, in that fonn. which has bean 
always deemed to be qipropriatod to caaea of eztrpme exigency, 
the other conaul Postumhis was charged ** to take can ^at toe 
commonwealth ahoold receive no detriment." It waa judged 
most expedient that the e^toisnl himself should romain at Rome, 
in order to enlist aU who wem able to bear anna ; and t&at Ti- 
tus Quiotius should be cent as proeoosut to the relief oi the 
camp, with an army com|xwed of the aUiea ; to complete the 
number of which, the Latiaea, Heroicians, and the cobny at 
Antium, were ordered to supply Quintius with sobitary soMiers ; 
this was the appeilatkm then grvea to.auxiiiariea called out on a 
sudden emergency. 

5. For seme time there w«s a great variety of movements, 
and many attempta made, both on one aide and on the other ; 
for the enemy» relying on their simeriority in ninnber, endeavour- 
ed to weaken the foree of the JlomaM, by obliging them to 
divide it into many parts, in hopes that it would prove insuffi- 
cient to withstand them on every different quarter. At the same 
time that the siege of the camp wa* carried on, a part of their 
forces was sent to ravam the lands of the Romana, and to 
attempt even Rome itself if a favourable occasion should ofe. 
Lucius Valeritrs waa left to guard the city, and the consul Postu- 
mius was sent to protect the frontiers- from the encmy*s incai^ 
sions. No degree of vigilance and activity was left unemploj- 
«d in any particular: watches were stationed in the towa, 
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oatposts before ihe ^tes, and ffuaids along the walls ; and, aa 
was necessary m a time of sucn general confusion, a cessation 
of civil business was observed for several days. Meanwhile, at 
the camp, the consul Furius, after having endured the siege for 
some time, without making any effort, burst forth from the De- 
cuman gate* on the enemy, when they least expected him ; and 
though he might have pursued their flying troops with advantage, 
yet, fearing lest an attack might be made on the camp from the 
opposite side he halted. Another Furius, who was a lieutenant 
general, and brother to the consul, hastily pushed forwaid too 
far ; and so eagerly intent was he on the pursuit, that he neither 
perceived his own party retreating, nor the enemy intereeptiog 
him behind: being thus shut out from assistance, and having 
often in vain essayed, by every kind of effort, to open himself a 
passage, he fell, bghting with great bravery. The consul, on 
the omer hand, hearing that his brother was surrounded, turned 
back on the enemy, and while, forgetting all caution, he rushed 
too precipitately into the thick of uke fight, he received a woimd, 
and was, not without difficulty, carried off by his attendants. 
This both damped the courage of his own m,en, and rendered 
the enemy more daring ; and so highly .were the latter elated by 
the death of the lieutenant-general, and> the consuPs being 
wounded, that no force could afterward withstand them, so as 
to prevent their driving the Romans back to their camp, and 
compelling them to submit a^n to a siege, with both strength 
and hopes considerably diminished : they were even in danger 
of utter destruction, had not, Titus^ Quintius, with, the troops 
supplied by the Latines and Hemicians, come to their relief. 
He attacked the .£quans on their re^r, while their attention 
was employed on the Roman camp, and as they were insulting* 
ly exhibiting to view the head of the lieutenant-general. ; and a 
saHy being made from the camp at the same time, on a signal 
being given by him at some distance, a great number of the 
enemy were surrounded and cut off. Of the .^qoans who were 
employed in the Roman tenitories, the number slain was less, 
but their defeat and dispersion was more complete. Being divi? 
ded into separate parties, and busied in. collecting plunder, they 
were attached by Postumius in several places, where, he had 
posted troops in convenient situations ; when, not knowing what 
course to take, and pursuing their flight in great disorder, they 
fell in with Quintius, who, after his victory, was returning hom« 
with the wounded consul. Then did the consular army, exert* 
ing themselves with extraordinary alacrity, take full vengeance 
for the consults wound, and for the loss of the lieutenant-gene*. 

* The Pecoirvi gate was bi the rear of the encainpineBt. 
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vtl and the eoftiofts. Mtny lieavy losses were smftained on both 
mdes in the covine of (liat campaign : bnt it is difficult, at this 
distance of time, to sssign, with any degree of certainty, the 
|Mpecise nomber of those who were engaged, and of those who 
leU. Yet Valerius Antins andertakes to estimate them, affirm- 
ing that, of the Romans, there fell in the country uf the Hemi- 
eians fiTe tbotisand three hundred ; that of the plunderin|r par- 
ties of the ^quans, who spriead thetbsclves over the Roman 
territories, two thousand four hundred were slain by the consul 
Attlos Postomkis; that the other body of them, who, while 
they were carrying 'off the spoil, fell in with Quintius, escaped 
not without a much greater loss, there being slain of these four 
thousand (and, pretending exactness, he adds) two hundred and 
thirty. After tiiis the troops returned to Rome, and the order 
ibr cessation of civil business was discharged. The sky appear- 
ed as on (ire in many places, and other portents either occoired 
to people*8 sight, or were formed by terror in their imaginations. 
To ayeit the evils which these foreboded, a proclamation was 
issued for a solemn festival, to be observed for three days, du- 
ring which ail the temples were filled with crowds, both of men 
and women, supplicatm^ the favour of the gods. The cohorts 
of the Latines j^nd Hemicians were then dismissed by the senate 
to their respective homes, with thanks for their spirited behaviour. 
Xkffing the campaign, a thousand men, who came from Antrum. 
after the battle, but too late to be of any service, were sent off 
in a manner little less than ignominious. 

6. The elections were then held, and Lucius .£butius and 
Publius Servtlius being chosen consuls, entered on their office, 
en the calends of August, which was at that time considered as 
the beginning of the year with respect to them. [A. V. C. 291, 
B. C. 461.] This was a season of great distress ; for, during 
this year, a pestilential disorder spread itself, not only through 
the city, but over the country, affecting both men and cattle 
with, equal mali^ity : the violence of the disorder was increas- 
ed by admitting mto the city' the cattle, and also the inhabitants 
ef the country, who fled thither for sheher from the enemy*8 
lavages. Such a collection of animals of every kind ueaily 
•offbcated the citizens by the intolerable stench; while the 
coantrv people, crowded together in narrow apartments, suffer- 
ed no less from the heat, the want of rest, and their attendance 
en each other ; besides which, mere contact served to propagate 
the infectMMi. ^¥hile ^ey could scarcely support the weight of 
the calamities under which they laboured, ambassadors firom the 
Hemicians suddenly arrived with intelligence that the ^Equans 
and Volscians in conjunction had encamped in their territory, 
and from thence were mvaging the counti^ with very nvimexouB 
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Inrees. Besides the proof whiob the ihinneae of the senate 
aflbided to the observation of the allies, of the low state ta 
which the commonwealth was reduced iy the pesrilence, the 
answer which th^ leeeived demenstrated a grsat dejection of 
spiriu : that ** ^ Hemicians theflsselires, with the assaatance ef 
the Latines, muet peeviiie for their own safety. That the eilf 
of Komef thnnigh the audden anger of tip gods, was depopub- 
ted by sickness. If they (the li^cnaae) sbonld find any respite 
from that calami^, thegf woukl, as they had done die year befare, 
and on alt occaaions, give aasietance to their aUies." Thi» the 
ambasssdois departed, canrying benie the most sorsowiul intelit- 
gence; as^they now found tlMmsehres obiirnd, vrith tiieir own 
single strength, to support a war, to which may had hardly been 
eqvwl, evMi wiien assisted by the power of Rome. The enemy 
remained not len^ in the oonntry of the Hemickna, but pro 
oecded thence, with hostile intentions, into the Reman tenitoiy ; 
which, without thehiguries of wac, was now become a desett. 
Without meeting thrae one human being, even imarmed, and 
finding .every place through which they- psMed destitnte, not on^ 
of troops, butof the chiton of the husbandman, they yet ca.ne 
as far as the third stone on the Ghibkn road. 9y this time 
JSbotite the Reasan consul was dead^ and hisxTotteagueSes- 
Tilitts so ill, that there was very little hope of hia recovery; 
most of the leading men weie seized bv the distemper, as were 
the greater part of the patricians, and almost every one of mill- 
tary a^ ; so' that they wanted strength, not only to ibim the 
expeditions which were re^isite in a eonjonotuie so alarming, 
but even to moamttiie guards, where no exertion was necessary. 
The duty* of the watchea was performed by such of theaenators 
in petson as, by their age aDchslrangth, t»ere «}oalified for it ; the 
care of posting and visiting these was intrusted to thepiebeias 
ediles ; on them devolved the whole admiaiatiatioB of afiairs, 
and tho dignity of the conaular anthori^. 

7. The commonwealth, in this foriom state, without a head, 
without atrength, was saved firom destruction by its gnardiaa 
deities, who inspired the Volacians sod ^quaaa with the spirit 
of banditti, rathet than of wamors ; for so far were they Irom 
coBceivmg aay hope, cither of mastering, or even of a[qiroaeh« 
ing the walls of Rome, and such an efieot had tho distant view 
of the houses and adjacent hills, to^ divert their thoughte from 
the attempt, that murmera spread through all tho camp, each 
asking the other, " why tiiev should throw away their time witl^ 
out empbyment, and without booty, in a waste and desert 
country, among the putrid carcasses of men and cattle, when 
they might repair to ]^aces that had felt no distress : to the ter* 
ntory of Toscalunk, wrhmm every kind of opulence abounded 1** 
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Aod, accordingly, tbey battilj pot themseltes in motion, matdk, 
crossing the country, pat^aed on through the territory oif lamci, 
to the Tuscttian hills ; and to that quarter was the whole^tonn 
•nd yiolence of the war directed. Meanwhile, the Hemioians 
and Latines, prompted not cmly by compassion, but also by the 
flhame which they must incur, if they neither g^ye opposition to 
the common enemy, marching to attack the city of Rome, nor 
even when their alhes were Sieged affi>rded them any assist- 
ance, united their forces, and {proceeded to Kome. Not finding 
the enemy th^re, and pursuing their tracks by such intelligence 
as they coold procure, th^ met them coming down from the 
heights of Tusculum to the Alban vide. There an engageooenl 
ensued, in which they were by no means a match for the com 
bined forces, and the fidelity of the allies proved, for the present 
unfortunate to them. The mortality occasioned by the distem 
per at Rome was not less than what the sword caused among 
the allies. The consul Servilius, with many other illustrious 
persons, died: namely, Marcus Valerius and Titus Virginius 
Rutilns, augurs ; Serrius Snlptcius, principal curio ; while, 
among persons of inferior note, the yirulence of the disorder 
spread its ravages on every. side. ' The senate, unable to di»- 
covtf a prospect of relief in any human means, directed the 
people to Have recourse to vows and to the deities : they were 
ordered to go, with their wives and children, to ofifer supplicft- 
tions, and impbre the favour of the gods ; anid all being thus 
called out by public authority, to perform what each man was 
strongly urged to by his own mivate calamities, they quickly 
filled, the places of worship, in every ten^le the prostrate 
matrons, sweeping the ground with their hair implored a remis- 
sion of the -displeasure of Heaven, and deliverance from the 
pestilence. 

8. From that time, whether it was owing. to the gods having 
become propitious, or to ^e more unhealthy season of the year 
being now past, the people begab to find ^eir health gradually 
restored. And now their attention being turned to public busi- 
ness, several interregna bavins expired, Publius Vderius Pub- 
licola, on the third day after he had entered on the office of 
interrez, caused Lucius Luofetius Tricipitintis and Titus Vetu- 
rius, ot Vetusios Geminus, to be elected consuls. [A. U. C. 
il92, B. C. 460.] Theses assumed their office on the third of 
the ides of August, at which time the state had recovered its 
strength so far as to be able not only to repel an attack, but to 
act offensively on occasion. Wherefore, on the Hemicians 
sending information that the enemy had made an irruption into 
their frontiers, they cheerfully promised to assist them. Two 
consular armies were raised. ¥ eturtua was «ent to carqf on ft& 
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oAHSBiTe war agnm d» Vobdaa*. TfcieipitiraMi heaag Bppttnti* 
ed to protect the teiritories' of die allies, fi^m all iiicnTaiAB% 
proeeeded no farther than the couftHy of the Htonucians. V«v. 
toyiias, in the firai engagement* rattled, and diapeiaed hia enem^ 
While Lucfeftuie Ihy eocamped among the I^nuettin% a, pmibfi 
of plnndereiat-UDobeennedby him, marched oyecLthe-Pivmcatioe 
moumaiBfi and from tbenca deaeeaded ibto the jaljunai Theae 
laid waale all the country-afaeiit Froneste and GM^ and from. 
the latter tamed thei^ eo^n^ tovsanla the ht|^ gyouads of 
Tnaenkmii Even Rome.waa T«y.mi]ch aJamied^ mora ao bv 
the unezpedtedneaa of theaffiatv than diaft thef wanted staenglh. 
to ddSend themadvee^ Qmntiu. Fabios had the oonmiand in the 
city. He armed the.yAuig men^ poated gnaH)% and eoon pnl. 
every thing into a siate of aafely and traaqaittity. The^ enemy 
therefore, not daang to approaeh the walls, bul haati]jncaiT3^n9. 
off whatever tiiey ooold^d in the adjacent placeai aet ont on. 
their return, making a long- circuit ; and while theis. caution m^ 
laxed, in proportion as they removed to a ^eater diatenoe, the^ 
fell in with the consid Lucietiiia^ wh^ having pooeiired iateAln 
^Bhoe of all their motiona, lay with hia treopa (hrawn. up, and< 
mipatient for the combat. Theae the consul, with premeditated 
resolution, attacked, who, terrified and thrown into diaovder byi 
this sudden appearance of danger, and though, conaiden^jp 
greater in nomber^ w«pe easily rooted and putto flight H» 
3ien drove them into deep valleys, from whtchf being anrmonded 
by hia troopa, it waa diflicult to escape. On thia. oecawon thai 
Volscian race waa nearly extinguished". I find in some ^tode» 
that there fell, in Um field and the pursait, thirteen theua«s4 
four hundred and aeventy ; that one thouaend tmo faandred mid. 
fifty were made prisoners; and that twcnty^aeven mititaryi 
standards were takeik However, though in these Jtcoounta tho 
mimbcrs may be aomewbat ^aggetated, the slaughter' ceitainif 
was very great. The victorioofr conaol, poa ae a ec d. ofi an im« 
mense bo^, netnmed to hia former pdat. The conaola then* 
made a junetion of their forces. The YolaciaM and tfan 
iEqnans also olited their ehatterad troi>p«. On which ensued 
the third battle in the oourae of that campaign. TJieaame good 
fortune attended the Remana, the enemy bmog routed, with.tfa» 
loea of his camp. 

9. Thus did the eourae of afiaiia at Rome return into its fisK 
mer channel, and-saccessee abroad hnmediately eaceiled cmnmo*> 
tions at home. Caiua Terentillus Araa was thbone of tbtt 
people that year. Hes taking advantage of the absence of- thn 
oonsula, as an opportunity &voarable to tiibunitian intrigoe% 
entertained the commons for several daya with reilinp againel 
the arrogance of the patricians ; bat leveUad hiii Siveitifns 
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ohieily tgainst tbe cOBSBlar menuB«iit, as possewing an es«i» 
bitent degree of power, ana intolerable in a free state. - ** In 
name," he said, "it was leas odious than real govemment; 
while, in fact, it was rather more o{ipiessiye-~«a, instead of one 
tyrant, two had been set over thrai, invested with iramodetmte 
and «inlimited rule ; who, while they themseUes were privileged 
and uncontrolled, directed every teixer of the laws and eveiy 
kind of sevetit^ a^inst the coounons. Now, in oider to pie- 
vent their continuing for ever to possess this aibitraiy influence, 
he would propose tluit five commissioners be appointed to com- 
pose a set of laws for the regulation of the consular govern^ 
ment Whatever share of authority the people should diink 
proper to intrust in the hands of the consuls, such they should 
enjoy 1 but they should not hold their own will and abscdute' 
detenkiinations as law.'' When this decree was published, the 
patricians were filled with dread, lest, in the absence of the con- 
sols, the yoke misht be imposed on them : the senate was call- 
ed together by me prefect of the city, Quintus Fabius, who 
inrveighed against the proposition, and the author of it, with 
such vehemence, as to omit no kind of .threats, or means of 
intimidation, -which could have been applied, had both the con* 
anls, provoked to the highest, stood beside the tribune. He 
urged, that " this man hmd lam in ambudii,. and, watohing his 
opportonity, had made an assault ^n the commobwealth. If 
tiie gods, in dieir «nger, had sent a tribune like him, during Uie 
last year, while- siclmess and war raged together, hia designs 
could not have been prevented. *Whf>n both th6 consuls were 
dead, and the enfeebled state lay ovt^rwhelmed In universal 
anarchy and confusion, he would probably have introduced laws 
for abolishing the consular govemment, and would have become 
a leader to the Yolseians and iEquans in an attack on the city. 
And, after all, where was the occasion- for such a law 1 If a 
consul, in his behaviour towards the citizens, proved himself 
arbitrary- or cruel, was it not in the tribune's power to bring him 
to a trial 1 to prosecute him, where his judges would be thoee 
Tery persons against one of whom the injury was committed 1 
His manner of acting tended to render, not the consular gov- 
ernment, but the office of tribune, odious and intolerable ; be- 
cause, fiiom being in a state of peace and amity with the patri- 
eisns, he vras forcing it back into the old evil jnactites. Bui it 
was not intended to beseech him to desist from proceeding as 
ha had begun. Of you the other tribunes," said Fabius, " we 
request that you wiU, first of all, consider that your ofiSce was 
instituted for the protection of individuals, and not for the de- 
straction of any part of the coramunitv ; tiiat ]rou were created 
tnbones of the commons, not foes of the patricians. It reflecto 
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as mtich diftbonooi on you, m H does cotican on VM^ th»t tfao 
commonwealth should be invaded in tlie abaeneo of ita chief 
magistrates. Take meaaarea with your coUeagne, that ho mvt 
adjoum this buameaa until the airival of the conaak ; yoa wk 
not herieby lessen your ,right8, but you will leaaen the odiran 
-which such proceedinga muat excite. Even the JSqnans and 
Volscians, when the consols were carried <^ laat jrear by the 
sickness, refrained from adding to our afflietiona by a cnei and 
implacable prosecution of war." The tribunes accoidingiy 
made application to Terentillua, and the baaineafl^ being maB- 
pended in appearance, but in reality siqppiesaed, the conaide 
vsere immediately called home. 

10. Lucretius returned with a very mat quantity of apcnl, 
and much greater ^loiy. He added to the glcw^ which he had 
^ acquired, by exposing, on his airiTal, all the spoil m thofield of 
Mars, in order that every one should have an opportmiity, d«- 
rmg three days, to recognise and carry home fata share of the 
same. The remainder, not having daimants, was aold, Al 
men agreed in opinion that a triumph was due to the ooosul ; 
but the consideration of that matter waa postponed, because 
the tribune had renewed his attempta to cany his law i and this 
was deemed by the consul an affair of more iauportanee. The 
business was canvassed durine several days, bow in t|ie senate 
and the assembly of the people : at length, the tribune yielded 
to the weight of the conaul'a authority, uid desiated. Thftn 
was paid to the consul and hia army the honour which they so 
lastly merited. He triumphed oyer the Volscians and iEIqnans, 
his own legions attending him in the prooession. To the other 
consul was granted the honour of entering the oity in ovation,* 
unattended by the troops. In the foHowing year {A. U. 0. 393, 
B. C. 459] the law of Terentillus, si:q»ported by the conetunenco 
of all the tribunes, again assailed the consuls. Those were Pub^ 
fius Volumnius and Servius Sulpiciua. In this vosr the ricy 
appeared on fire, and a violent earthquake happened : it waa ^ao 
now believed that an ox spoke, an incident to which in the last 
year credit had been lefuaed. Among other prodigies, a ahower 
of flesh fell, which, as was repoHed, was in a great measure in- 
tercepted in its fall by a vast number of birds flying aboui^ the 
place, and what escaped them lay scattered on the ground for 
several daya, witiiout any deg!«e of patieikction, or being even 



* The ovation was an inferior kind of triuuifrff. in whieh tlia victori* 
Ons general entered the city, crowaed with niyrae^ not with laurel ; and 
hiatead of boUocks as in the triumph, aaeriiiced a riieep,«vit; heaoe 
ffienamo. 
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chMted in^flnnlQ. The books* vfttt consulted by the daumWri 
pmiSrai^over «Hefed^te«, and it was predicted that dangers im^ 
nendttd n*iii« oonooilirte" oif finre^ers ; that an attack was to 
oe BHde eatiHB ii^erpurts df the city, ^nd lives lost in coDse- 
•qaence ; floMnig other things, wiaming'was given that all sedi- 
tioiis inaoticM ebotltd be at'oided.- This the tribunes cried out 
agaiRst, csti -fbi^Tj, e^trived for the purpose of hindering the 
pa^ioj^of/tiiofa' !&# ; and tntttfters Were tending to a desperate 
conteat ; ^hfttflo 1 tk^t things might revolve in the same circle 
«v«ry yeur, <li6 Htfrmdians brought an account that the VolAciaDs 
'and jEqodns, notvriClMftanding &eir late defeat, were recruiting 
their armies ; that their chief de}5erfdance was Oh Antium ; .that 
the pA>pto Of tllBt Msmy hftld meetings openly at Ecetra ; that 
tbey woro the '6f^t movers of the war, and composed the great- 
est pvn Of the l^es. As soon tA this intelligence was com- 
nuiiieaitod^'the MhSfto, ah order was parsed for levying troops, 
and the eotisols sMVe directed to take the management of the 
war botweoK Ihoth, 'SO that one should have the ^Iscians as his 
proviaco, ^)i6 Olhor the JBqnans. The tribunes exclaimed 
loudly to thMir 4k<Seei tn the Ibrum, that ** this Yolscian war was 
but « oofMMftod (Hfoe ; that the Hemicians had been instructed 
iiow to iet tlietir palt in St ; that now the Koman people weie 
set deprivod of tflx»ty by manly eifons, but theated out of it by 
eunBiti^ ; that be^aoso it wais incredible that the Volscians and 
.«£quans, who W^e almost extermmated, coutd of themselves 
<eoBiu)ence/ho8tHH$eB, new enemies had been sought for^ and 
•ilMK^ors ihtOWti'Oii a loyal colony closely connected with Rome; 
that tke war vras proclaimed, mdeed, against the nnofifendmg 
people of Adtium, but waged against the comhions of Rome, 
whom they intemded to lead out of the city with precipitate 
iHMte, lotded'With anhs, thfds wreaking their vengeance oa the 
-tribunal by^)ie>ezptrlsion and banishment of the citizens : that 
by theie iaeart»,/and let not people think there was any other 
design, yi 6ikm»m (hvonr of the law Would be effectually over- 

> .ii 1 < ' "-^ — ■ • .■- 

* Tiwae weire^be ^aoiMis Bft^rffi&e bdofts, piir<^Bsed, U 'was said^ by 
Tazxiuinius Buperbas, ftom an old wosmp whom:nebody knew, and whe 
was never seen a^in. These books, which were aui^sed'to««ilida 
prophetic ialbrtnatUm of the ikte and fortune of the Uoman state, were 
earefully ^Qpeaitedin aaldlie cheSt, in a vaQk under the capitol, and 
two o(&c«r& chosaa iiroia>he order of mtrieianB, appoiated ie^ tah« ears 
of ihedfi The number of ihese was aiterw&rd increased to ten, half of 
whom were plebeiaoa; theatofifteen,«a which occasi<» theywere call- 
ed quindecemviri ; which name they retained when augmented to sutty. 
Oa >oasasiODS of ejireme daalgielr, of pestilence, or the appearance of 
iny cjctraerdlnary prodisies^ these officers were ordered tiy the seniCI 
Id eoasultiorionfttsad to consult, the books, and tl^ey reported wnilE 
oxpialjonsand other rites were necessary to avert the impending- evUT^ 
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powered, if tbey did not,, htion mMUtn jupt' ae d a d IMier, 

\vliile they were yet at home, and.retained toe gub of citisem, 
adopt such measures as would prevent jth^ being dmen ostof 
possession of the city, and obliged to submit t& Ibo yoke. If 
they had spirit, they should not want support ; thet iiUinwwm 
aU unanimous in their favour ; there was no danger^ no leasen 
of apprehension from abroad. The gods had taken care tke 
year before that they might now stand up with safety in delenee 
of their liberty.'* Such was the language of the tfibvnee. 

11. But on the other side, the consuls, fixing their chairB 
within view of them, began to proceed in the levy : thither tiie 
tribunes hastened, and drew the assembly with them. A few 
were cited by way of e^penmeot, and immediatdy ontngee 
commenced. Whenever a lictor, by the ceiurol'a^eemmand, 
laid hold of any person, a tribune ordered him te be set at Vh- 
erty. Nor did either party confine themselves within the limits 
of that authority, to which then: ofike entitled them ; ereiy 
measure taken was to be supported by foree* The sane lin^ 
of conduct which the tribunes had observed in obstractnig the 
levy, was followed by the consuls in their oppoettion to the kw, 
which was brought forward oi^. every day whemoo an aeaenibiT 



I brought forward oi^. every day y 
could be held. The riot was continued by the patiieiaiis i^fi- 
sing to withdraw, after the tribunes had ordered the people to 
proceed to the place of voting The elder citixene hardly ever 
attended the meetings on this affair, by reason that they were 
not regulated by prudence, but abandoned to the direction ef 
rashness and violence ; and the, consuls generally kept but of 
^ way, lest, in such general confusion, they should ^ezpese 
their dignity to insult. There was a young man, catted G«so 
Qnintius, full of presumption, on account both of the nobility of 
bis descent, and his personal size and strength : to these quali- 
fications bestowed by the gods, he added many wiilike aecom- 
ptishments, and had evinced a considerable degne el eloquence 
m the Torum, insomuch, that no persoo/inthe state was d eem ed 
to possess greater abilities, either for acting or speaking. Tkus 
man, having placed himself in the midst of tike h0df ol the psr- 
tricians, conspicuous in stature above fhe rest^ and as if he car- 
ried in his eloquence and bodily strength every power of the 
consulship or dictatorship, withstood by his single efibrts the at- 
tacks of the tribunes, and the whole popular storm. In conse- 
quence of his exertions, the tribunes were ofbsn driven otit of 
the forum, and the commons routed and dispersed. Such of 
them as came in his way he caused to be strq^ped, and other* 
ttrise severely handled ; so that every one saw, that if he were 
allowed to proceed in this manner, it would be impossible to 
carry the law. At this junctuie, when the thbnnes we» sbnoat 
* UV. VOL. 1 — ^p* 
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4«*MBd to ^e^ptir, Avitsk Yk^ttoany otie Q( their body, u»tttli- 
ted« ^ininil|iroftee«itimi on a capital charge against CaBso. 
, Bat by this proeMdhig he tather itritated than depressed his 
impeMMis tonapef : he thence became the more vehement in his 
QijgffomtiotL to iaw> j^enecnted the commons, and harassed the 
4nbiiiiet, in a nuMHiear, with open hostilities. The prosecutor 
jNifEifed tibe accuAed to mn headlong to ruin, and to draw down 
^B hidualf sueh a deme of public displeasnre, as would serve 
to iniame men's minds oA the charges which he had broygfat 
against him, and in the mean time ft-equently introduced the law, 
aot ao mndi in -hofXe of carrying it through, as with design to 
.provoke theasluiM of Cttso. Many inconsiderate expressions 
and-actiona, whM^ often passed on these occasions among tba 
.^ouiig tma, w«TO all, thr^Migh the general prejudice against liun, 
jn^pnted to Omm"^ vielenlt temper. The law, however, was 
atiU opposed, and Anhn Titgimus frequently observed to the 
pec^e : " Do ft not pOfc^ve, Romans, that it is impossible for 
you to havtti, at ^ name time, Caeso among' the number of your 
ciUzeiMi, and this law Which ye wish for t Though wb^ do I 
j^wak of this law 1 Your liberty is endangered by him ; he 
ii Mpa ss w in tyiannical pride all the T^quinii together : wait un- 
til he is made «oimu1 or dictator, whom ye now behold in a pri- 
vate statioBf exerting aR ^e pri&rogatJTes of royalty.^' He was 
eupported in thcaa invectives by great numbers, who complained 
of being pcfsonaUy ^used by Csso, and importuned the tiib« 
nae to go throogh w/Uk the prbsecution. 

IS. The day^of trial now approached, and it was manifest 
that the peofle in general had conceived an opinion that the ex- 
istence of Iheir liberty depended on the condemnation of C«so. 
Tlwn at leo^ he was ^ompeHed, though not without indigoa*' 
tion, to soKcit the ftvonir of each : he was followed by his rela« 
tions, who weve the principal peieons in the state. Titus Quia* 
tins Gapifeohaua, who had been thrice consul, after recounting 
many honouraUe aehievements of his own, and of his family, 
affinned, that *' there never had appeared, either in the Quintian 
£uBiljir, or in the Roman state, any person possessed oT such a 
capacity, and who eshibfted so earrjr "Buch displays of valoar : 
that he aeived his first can^ign under himself, and had oflea in 
hie a^ght fiavght^with Ihe enemy." Spurius Furius declared, 
that " he had, by aider af Qutntus Capitolinus, come to his 
relief, when in adaneeraua situation ; ana that there was noons 
person te whoi% he monght the public so much indebted for the 
restoration of their aflairs." L«wius Lucretius, consul the pre- 
cedii^ year, in the f uH splendour of fresh glory, attributed te 
CflBso aaharp of his own merits ; enumerated the battles he had 
b^en engaged in; related axUraoidinary instances of his good 
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Mnmom; both «n &^itiom tad in Hie liM ; tiAfiM ttid 
warned ^em, rether ** to.pMeervto wmo»g thenuMlvfee, llton ^ 
drive into a fbieign countfy, a youth vf eo^ rtiir a ow l inery oierit, 
endowed with ef eiy ectstomphehHieiit ipvhieh tMtoft ^nd fortokio 
conM bestow, and who ivoaki prevo a vnt ■coeteion lo the intifer- 
est of any atate, of which he mold 4)eeome a mettibet : Ihift the 
only points in hk charaelet whieh-eooM ^^ oifeneo, heftt and 
▼ehemence, diminished ^ftflyt off kb ladivaneed ih age ; while tfio 
only requisite wanting, nantriy, imdeiice, was eoiitkiMdly gitlh- 
ering strength 4 that «• his ^nlls -wtn oH the diecline, and his 
viitQcs advancing to n»ittirit}i, ikmf ahddd idkior k nftfi ^ inch 
rare talents to become an M fdember of- dMir community." 
AloQg with these, his f|ktfa»« Lncias Qumiiuk) siirtiMfliod OincHi- 
natua, not dweUing oa his pnioea, for fear Of lieightefthig the 
public disuIeasuiiB, hot- eatiealtag their fotgi ftt w w s for his fnftk 
takes and iiis ]fouth, hesovght itan to f^ndcA the eOh for die 
sake of him who, neither in woid ordeod, li«d evOr given Offence 
lo any. But some, either tfaroogh tespeet or ^Mf, avoided Itstefi* 
ing to bis entreaties \ while othem, eompMninB 0f the ill-treslU 
ment which they and thek fti^nda had lec^ifoi, Aowod before 
hand, by their liarsh anaweM, what their sentence woold be. 

13. Besides th^ notorious hihtaiices of the in^onduct of the 
accused, there was oan chsxge which homheivily -on him : Mar- 
cus Volsbius Tictor, who seme years before had b^en Vtibu!ne of 
the people, stood forth and testiHed, that ** % short thne iiAer t1* 
pestilence in the ci^, he met with amttiber of yOM moto Hoting 
in the Suburra ;* that a scuffle ensued, and that his brother, who 
was advanced in years, and oOt ttiMNraghly toMPfttred froito tho 
disorder, received fiom Coso a bl«w«f life fct, tihich MM him 
to the' ground ; that bo wais oanrie^home fron tbon^, and Ihsit 
he believed this blow was t^e eeooe of hia death ; hot lliat h» 
was prevented froin prosecuting him for such an Mrseioos act by 
the consuls of the preceding yeazo." The load sasov'srstions of 
Volscius on the matter so^eanged tho p^lo, that theyoMiM 
liaidly be restrained &om iaUiog on Csso, ond fntttang him fH 
death. Vi]^ius ordered him to be seihsd, and banicd topri«o»i 
the patricians opposed force to foroov Titus i^wntiwi eMtsfim£ 
ed, that " a person formally aOcuoed of ««apital crime, whoai 
trial was shortly to come on, oaght not, beibte tarisl, end wi^MMit 
sentence passed, to suffer violence." Tho 4iibiine deelsMd, «hil 
«< he bad no intention of inflicting pains before ooDdemnntioiH 
but that he would keep him in custo^ ontil the day of tiM, 
that the Roman peo|Ae jnight havo it in their power ^opsnMi 
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wfliff sppMlM tOy veiol'^ed on s niiww txxtxtsCf snd Xa&tmpf 
avoided ereiy impMchmeiit of their right to giVe {Hrotectkm : 
the^ forbtde hk beinf put in coniinement, and declared it as 
tbeir determination, tluit C«bso should eiye bail for his appear- 
ance $ and that a snm ef money riiottla be secured to the peo* 
pie, in case. of hia fititing so to do. The sum in which it was 
reasonable that the sureties should be bound came then to be 
discussed : it was refened ta the senhte ; and, until they should 
come to a resolution, the accused was detained in the pubfic 
. assembly. It was detmmnned t^at he riiouM find sureties, and 
that each suie^ shoilld.be bcmnd to the amount of three thou- 
sand asses :* m number of sureties to be furnished was left to 
. the decision of the tribunes : they fixed it at ten ; and, on that 
. numbear being bound, the prosecutor consented that the offender 
. should be admitted to bail. He was the first who gave bail, in 
, this manner, where the penalty was to be applied to the use of 
the public. Being dismissed from the finrum, he went the night 
. .fbllowinj^ into ezife among the Etrurians. On the day appoint- 
ed for his trial, it was pleaided in his fiivour that he had gone into 
.exile: nevertheless, VirginiBS presiding in the assembly, his 
colleagues, on being apfwaled to, dismissed the meeting'; and 
. the ibneited money Was exacted froin his father with such sever- 
ity, that all his property being sdd, he fived for a long time in 
an obscure cottage beyond &e Tiber, as if banished from his 
.eountiy. Thia trial, and the proceedings about tiie law, gave 
full enjoyment to the state. There was no disturbance from 
foreign enemies. 

14. The tribunes, flushed with this success, imagmed, firom 
the dismay into which the patricians had been thlWn by the 
exile of Csmo, that the passing of the law was almost certain. 
3ot tbouji^ the Mer patricians had in fact relinquished the ad' 
ministxatioQ of aifidrs, the younger part of them, especially 
those whovweie Caeso's friends, instead of suffering their spirits 
to dro<^, assumed a h%her degree of yehemence in their rage 
agaiBBt the conunons. Yet in one 'particular they improved 
thiekr plan exceedingly, which was by moderation. The first time, 
indeed, after O»so*s banishment, when the law in all their pro- 
eeedings became the question, having prepared themselves for 
the occasion, and formed in a body with a great band of their de- 
pendants, they, as soon as the tribunes afforded a pretext by 
ordering them to retire, attacked the people furiously ; and aU 
OSttrted themaelves with activity so equal, that no one carried 
home a greater share than another, eithev of honour or of ill-will ; 
whib the commons complained that a thousand Cases had started 
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pp in tbe loom of one. Ddriite tfas iBt«tn«dliite>da]fii, Hoi^tfer, 
in which the tzibimea bioughb forward no proceedingB reepectikig 
the law, noUiiiig oould be more mild and poaeeable than theae 
aame persona ; they aaialed the ptebeiaDa kindly ; entered iAto 
converaatun, with I hem ; invited them to their houses ; took 
care of th^ir ai&in in the ibraoi, and allowed tffien the tribonea 
themaelvea to hold meetinga for any o^er parpo#es without hi- 
terrupUon. In a wevd, -ihey ahowed no kino of incivility to any, 
either in public or piivate, eseepi when tke butiness of the law 
began to be aeitated. On other oecasions, as I have said, ^e 
behaviour of die vottiig potriciaaa WMpopcrtor ; and the tribnnea 
not only executed the leatof (heir baamesa without distubance, 
but were even re-ekeeted for. theTollowing year ^n^ithout one 
offensive ej^ressien, Inucfa less. any violence being used. By 
thus soothing and managing the commons, they tendeted them, 
by ideg^reaa, more tractable ; and, by theae methods^ the passing 
of the law waa evaded during that whole yetur. 

15. The aucceeding cctoa^a, Oaina Obndins, son of Appins, 
and Publiua Vaterioft^fottiid, on entering on the office, the com- 
monwealth, in a atate ^ perfect tMnqaillity. [A. U. G. 29i^ 
B. C. 458.] The new. year hadl>Mugbt no change in affairs. 
The thou^its of every member of the svate were occupied, 
either in wishes >lbr the .'paaaingof the hm, er in apprehensions 
of being obliged to submit to it. The more the younger patri- 
ciana eadeavofufid to inaiiwate themaelv«s iHto^efaTour of the 
commons, the mora eatneatly did the tkihunes strive to counter- 
act them ; exciting suapictons to their prejodide in the minds of 
the populace ; and aaserting that theve wto 4 eonspiivcy formed. 
They maintained^ likewiae^ <hat Oasso was at Rome ; that plans 
had been concerted lor pMting the tribunes to death, lind mas- 
aaciing the oommona ; -thait ue elder petribians had engaged 
the younoer to aboliah the offioe ef -tribmie, and to reduce the 
state to tne same form which had sUbMsted before the secession 
to the Sacred Moont. While fears wete imtertained of an attack 
from the Volacians and JB^uana, Which had now become a 
stated master, aad ocboired regularly almost every year, a new 
dai^ec made ita appearance neaMr home. A number of ezilea 
and slavesy araoantmg to four tfaoosamd five hundred, under tha 
command of Apmos Hevdeithia, a Sabrne, seized on the capitol 
and citadel by oight« And put to death ftU those in the latter who 
refused to join the ^MMipiraey, and take^atiM along with them. 
Some, during thM iiAnalt, tan -Aiwnio the forum with all thb 
p««cipitaBoe whieh tbeilF ft^ inafwed, and the cries of, ''to 
aroM T! and '* the enamy are in the eity !'' l<Mounded altemaitely. 
The cooaula v»efe 'afraid eiChcfr to arm (he commons, or Icit 
them wnMM witk>ai.urtev not -^wii^ friiM the peril wih 
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wkick bad 4o •oddliljr tMiiiedi Hm cityr wbe^ier it wat oebs- 
sioned by foreign or domestic forces ; w^M^her by the disafiec- 
tion of the commons or the tieechery of the siaTes. Thej 
exerted themselves to quiet the tumults ; but, not unfreqnentiy, 
these very endeavours ser^ved but to exasperete them the more ; 
for it was impoesifaley in such a state of terror and constemaction, 
to make the populace obey command. They ^re them arms, 
notwithstanding ; but not to ali without dntiuetion, only to such 
as they could safely rely on in all emetgencies, not yet knowmg 
with what enemy they had to contetod. The rest of the ni^ 
was passed in posting guurds in proper places all over the city ; 
the magistrates still remaining in anxious suspense, and unable 
to find out who the enem^ were, or. what their number. . Baj- 
bght then arriving, made a discovery of the insurgents, and of 
their leader: Afq^ins Heidonius firom the capitol invited the 
slaves to Ubeity, telling them, that ** he had undertaken the 
cause of all the unfortunate, with intent of restoring to their 
couotiy those who had been unjust^ driven into banishment, 
and of delivering those who groaned under the grievous yoke 
of sisveiy. He rather willed that this might be accomplidied 
by the voluntatv act of the Roman peof^e ; but if it was not to 
be so effectedyhe would rouse the Volscians andi£quans in the 
cause, and would pei«ev<»re in the attempt to the utmost ex- 
tremity." ' 

16. The affair appeared now to the consuls and senate in a 
less formidable light* yet they still dreaded lest, besides the pur- 
poses which were*^ declared, that this mi^t be a scheme of the 
Yeientians or the Sahines ; and that ih& disaffected mighty in 
consequence of a concerted pkin, be #Qpp|Orted presently by tlie 
Sabine and Etrurian legions ; and that their everlasting enemies, 
the Volscians and .fiquans, might come, not as formeriy, to 
ravage the country, but to seize on the city, which their favour- 
ers already jMSsessed in part. Mai^ and various were tl^ff 
fears ; the principal of which was theur dreed of the slaves, lest 
every one should find in his own house an enemy, whom it was 
neither safe to trust, nor, by appatent distrust, to provoke to 
infidelity and hate. So critical, indeed, was their situation, that, 
had perfect hapnony subsisted in the state, they could scarcely 
hope to be extricated from it. But amidst the crowd of danj^n 
which started up on eveiy aide, no one had any apprehensions 
from the turbulence of the tribunes ot the commons r that was 
deemed an evil of a milder aataue ; and which, as it aKvsys 
.began to operate in time* undntufbed -by lorsign aliairs, they 
anp^iosed would now be at lest. Yet this alone -Moved the 
^f>aviest aggravation of their dialnss ; ffar soeh madniess poa- 
•eased the ^bunoa, tha^ thiiy inualad :thM'tiie]^ w«m not>ee» 



RIVrOBT OF BOMB. — ^BOOK lU. M 

. , bat Mopie under Uw apfMuaiioe of eacmieB, wk> had 
IMized on the 'capitol for the purpose of diverting the attODtioa 
of the commons from the business of the law ; and that these 
guests and dependants of the patriciaDs, 4f the law were onea 
passed, pod it were pesceiveithat the tumults which they raised 
had not sBswercd their puipose^ would depart Jn greater silenoa 
than they came. They then called away the people fiom their 
wms, and held an assembly for passing the law. In the meaa 
time, the codsqIs convened the senate, more terrified by the 
danger apprehended from the tribunes than from the exiles and 
bIbtos. 

17, On bearing that the people were laying dovrn thek arms, 
and Quitting their posts, Pubhus Valerius, leaving his colleague 
to preside m the senate, rushed forth from the senate-house, ' 
and canne to the asaembiy of the tribunes, whom he thus accost^ 
od : ** What mean ye, tribunes, by these pvoceedmgs 1 Do ye 
intend, under the command and auspices of Appius Heidonius, 
to overturn the commonwealth 1 Has he been successful in 
corrupting you, though h^ had not authority sufficient to influ- 
ence the slaves! Do ye think this a proper time, when the foe 
is within our walls, for arms to be laid aside, and laws to be 
prop9sed^1" Then directing his discourse to the popuhwe, " I^ 
komans, ye are unconcerned; for the city and for yourselves, yet 
pay respect to the gods of your country, now taken captive. 
Jupiter, supremely good and great ; Juno, queen of heaven ; 
Minerva, with the Wker gods uid goddesses, are held in con- 
finement : a band of slaves occupies the residence of the tute- 
lar deitiea of the state. Do ye think this method of acting 
consistent with sound policy 1 These slaves have a powerfid 
force, not only within the walls, but in the citadel, looking down 
on the forum and the senate-house : meanwhile, in the forum, are 
asBemblies of the people ; in the senate-house, the senate sit* 
ting : just as in time of perfect tranquillity, the senator gives his 
opinion, the other Romans their votes. Ought not every man, 
as well of the patricians as commoners, the consul, tribunes, 
citizens — all, in short, to have snatched up arms in such a 
cause ; to have run to the capitol ; to have restored to liberty 
and ^eace that most august residence of the supremely good 
and great Jupiter 1 O father Romulus, grant to thine o&pring 
ttfat spirit by which thou formerly recoveredst the citadel from 
these same Sabines, when they had got possession of it bv 
means of gold ! Direct theto to pursue the same path, in which 
thou leddest the way, and which thine army followed ! Lo, I, as 
conacd, will be the first to follow thee and thy footsteps, as far 
as a mortal can follow a divinity.'' The conclusion of hit 
ipBBch wa% that **hB now took iqi arms, and sommoned evBor 



Mum of Rmm to^ aniM. If an^r Me ibmild at|tBi|ittopre<Miit 
tbe execution of this order^ be would imvuti'* he Mid, ** regard 
4bo oxl«nt of the consutar autfaenty^ not of the tribunitian pow- 
•I) aor the detDung laws ; bat, be he who her migfatt or wfaero 
^ might, whether in 'the ea|»itol.or in the foram, he would treat 
him as an enemy. Let the iribones, then, givs' ordera for 
forming against Publius Valeriue the. consul, sinea they had for- 
bidden it against Appiua Herdoniasi and he would not hesitate 
to use those tnbunes in the same manner which the founder of 
his family had the spirit to shew towards kings.** Oi this 
declaration, every one expected the utmost degree of violeneei 
and that the enemy would be gratified with the sight of a civil 
war among the Romans. Yet neither could the law- he canned, 
wa the consul march to the capitol : night coming oo, pot a 
atop to the contpsts ; and the tribunes, dreading the aimed at» 
fondants of the oonsuls, retired. And as soon a* tb».fonenterB 
of sedition had withdnram, the patiiciaBa w«>t about among the 
eommons ; and introducing themselYes into their cireles of con- 
versation, threw out discourses adapted to the imioture ; adn* 
sing them to *« consider well into what hanods tliey were brmg* 
11^ the commonwealth;'^ telling them that.'Uhe <;onte8t was 
Opt between the. patricians and plebeians, but whether tlie patri- 
oians and plebeians together, the fortress of the city, the temples 
of the gods, and the guardian deities of the state^ and of pri* 
▼ate families, should all be given up into the hands of the ene> 
my." While these measures were employed in the foram to ap- 
pease the dissensions, the consuls had gone to visit the gates and 
walls, lest the Sabines or Yeientiafas might make any hostile 
a^ttempt 

18. The same niaht messengers arrived at Tascolom with, 
accounts of the citadel being ta^n, the capitol seized, and of 
the other disturbances which had taken place in the city. Lu- 
cius Mamihus was at that time dictator st Tnsculom^ He 
instantly atoemhled the senate, and inteoduciog the messengers, 
warmly recommended, that *' they should not wait until ambas- 
sadors might arrive from Rome to- request assistance^ but in- 
stantly send it ; the danger and distress of their allies^ with the 
cods, who witnessed their alliance, and the faith of treaties, 
demanded it. That the deities would never afford them aoaia 
perhaps so good an opportunity of engaging the gratitude of so 
powerful a state, and -so near a neightour." It was immediately 
resolved that assistance should be sent : snd< the youths were 
enrolled and armed. Coming to Rome at daybreak, they were 
at a distance taken for . enemies ; it was imagined that they 
were the ^quans ur the Volscians ; but this groundless alarm 
beiDg removed^ they wepe received into the city,- and maochad 
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down in a body to the forgm, wh«re Publiuy Valeiiiis, hxnn^ 
left hi« colleague to secure the gates, was employed at the tim« 
in drawing up the people in order of battle. They had beea 
prevailed on to arm by the confidence placed in his promise^, 
when iie assured them that, ** as soon as the capitol should be 
recovered, and peace restored. to thie city, if they would suffer 
themselves to be convinced of the dangerous designs that 
lurked under the law proposed by the tribunes, he would give no 
obstruction to the assembly of the people, mindful of his ances^ 
tors, mindful of his surname, by which, attention tp promote 
the interests of the community was handed down to him, as an 
inheritance fh>m his ancestors/' Led by him, then, and not> 
withstanding that the tribunes cried out^loudl^ against it, they 
directed their march up the steep of the capitol. They were 
joined by the troops of Tusculum ; ahd citizens and allies vied 
with each other for the glory of recoveri'ig the citadel ; each 
leader encouraging his own men. The i)e9ieged, on this, werf 
greatly terrified, having no reliance on an} thing but the strei^th 
of the place ; and while they were thus disconcerted, the Ro- 
mans and allies pushed forward to the assault. They had 
already broken into the porch of the temple, when Publim 
Valerius, leading^ on the attack, was slain at the head of his men, 
Publius Volumnius, formerly consul, saw him fall, andxhaiging 
those about him to cover the'body, ttished forward to take the 
place and the office of the eonsul. The aidour and eagerness 
of the soldiers were such, as hindered their perceiving so great 
a loss, and they sained the victory before tney knew that they 
were fighting without their leader. Many of the exiles defiled 
the temple with their blood ; many were tdsen alive ; Herdoniua 
was slain. Thus was the capitol recovered. Punishments 
were inflicted on the prisoners, suitable to their several condi- 
tions either of freemen or slaves. , Thanks were given to the 
Tusculans. The capitol was cleansed and purified. It is ssad 
that the plebeians threw into the consul's house a quadrans each, 
diat his nineral might be solemnized with greater splendour. 

19. Peace beinff re-established, the tribunes earnestly pressed 
the senate to fulfil the promise of Publius Valerius, and pressed 
Claudius to acquit the shade of his colleague of breacn of faith, 
and suffer the business of the law to proceed. The consul de- 
clared that he would not listen to the matter until he should 
have a colleague appointed m the room of the deceased. The 
disputes on this subject lasted until the assembly was held for 
substituting a consul. In the month of December, in conse- 
quence of very zealous efforts of the patricians, Lucius Quintus 
Cincinnatus, father of Cseso, was elected consul, to enter oo 
his office without delay. The commons were quite dismayed^ 
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on finding that they were to liave for consul a person hisfaly ui- 
censed against tbem, and whose power was strengthened by the 
support of the patricians, b;^ his own merit, and by three sons, 
no one or whom was inferior to Csso in greatness of spuit, 
while they excelled him in prudence and moderation on proper 
occasions. When he came into office, in the frequent harangues 
whicluhe made from the tribunal, he showed not more vehe- 
mence in tbe censures of the commons than in his reproofs to 
the senate ; " through the indolence of which body," he said, 
"the tribunes, now become perpetual, by means of their har- 
angues and prosecutions, exercised sovereign authority, as if 
tbey were not in a republic of Roiiftan citizens, but in an ill-reg- 
olated famUy. That together with his son Cseso, fortitude, con- 
stancy, and every qualmcation that gives ornament to youth, 
either in war or peace, had been driven out and banished from 
the city of Rome ; while talkative, seditious men, sowers of 
dissension, twice and even thrice re-elected tribunes, spent their 
lives in the most pernicious practices, and in the exercise of re- 
gal tyranny. Did Aulus Virginius," said he, " because he was 
not in the capitol, deserve less severe punishment than Appius 
Herdonius would haVe merited 1 More, undoubtedly, if we 
judge fairly of the matter. Herdonius, though nothing else 
could be said in his favour, by announcing himself an enemy, 
ga?e out public orders in such a manner, that ye necessarily 
would take arms. The other, denying that there were enemies 
to be opposed, took the arms out of your hands, and exposed 
you defenceless to your slaves and exilefs. And did ye, not- 
withstanding, (I wish to i^eak without offence to Caius Claudi- 
us, or in detriment to the memory of Publius yalerius,^lead 
your troops to an attack on the Capitoline hill before he had ex- 
pelled these enemies from the forum t It is scandalous in the 
sight of gods and men, that'when a host of rebels was in the 
citadel, in the capitol, and when a leader of exiles and slaves, 
profaning every thing sacred, took up his habitation in the shrine 
of Jupiter, supremely good and great — ^it is disgraceful, I say, 
that arms were taken up at Tusculum sooner than at Rome. It 
actually appeared doubtful, whether Lucius Mamilius, a Tuscu- 
Ian eenenu, or Publius Valerius and Caius Claudius, consuls, 
should have ^e honour of recovering the Roman citadel. 
Thus we who,'heretofore, would not siSfer ihe Latines to take 
up arms, not even in their own defence, and when they had the 
enemy within their territories, should have been taken and de- 
stroyed, had not these very Latines afforded us assistance of 
their own accord. Is this, tribunes, your duty towards the com* 
mens, to unarm and expose them to slaughter 1 Surely, if any, 
even the lowest person among these commons of yours, whom 
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fiom befaig^ pait ye fa&Te bioken off, as it woie, from ibe bo^ 
' of the people, and mpde a repablie peculiar to TonneWea ; u 
any one of these should infbnn you that his noose was sur- 
zoimded by an armed band of slsTea, surely ye would think fba% 
ye ought to go to his asnstance. And was the supremely good 
and great Jupiter, when hemmed round by the arms of exiles 
and slaves, unw<Hrthy of any human aid 1 Yet these men ex- 
pect to be held sacred and inyiolaUe, who esteem not the gods 
themselves either as sacred or inviobble. fiut it seems, con- 
taminated as^e are with the guilt of your offsnces against gods 
and men, ye |;iTe out that ye will carry through your law b^bre 
the end of -this year. It would tiien, indeed, be an unfortmiato 
day to the state on which I was created consul, much more ao 
tiian that on which the consul Valerius perished^ if ye should 
cany it. Now, first 4>f all, Romans, my colleague and I intend 
to rosreh the legions agaiofttthe Volsinsns ud .£^uans. I 
know not by what fatality we find the gods more aropitious, 
while we are employed in^war than during peace. How great 
the danger from thoee nations would have been if they had 
knovTO &at the capitol was in die posvessioa of exiles^ it is bet- 
ter that we should conjecture from the past than feel from cxpe- 



20. The consul's discourse had a considerable, effect on the 
eommona ; and the patrictans, recovering their spirits, looked on 
the commonwealth as restsrod to its i^^per state. The other 
consul, showing more ea|(emess m jiromoting than in formings 
design, readfly aUowed his colleague to take the ie^d in the pre- 
paratory nroeeedingt^ on so Weiffhty an «&ir ; but in the exe- 
cution ot the plan, claimed to himself ajifaare of the consular 
duties. The tribimes, mocking these declarations, proceeded to 
ask, <' by what means the consuls would be enabled to lead out 
an army, when no one would suffer them to make a levy V* To 
this, Quintins replied : " We have no occasion for a levy, be- 
cause, when Pttbtios Valerius gave anna to die commons for 
the recoveiy of the capitol, they all took an oath to him, that 
they would assemble on >an order from the consul, and would 
not depart without his permission. We therefore publish our 
orders, that every one of you who have taken the oath, attend 
to-monow, under arms, at the lake RegiUos." The tribunes 
then began to cavil, andallesed, that " the people were absolved 
of that obUgatien, because Quintius was in a private station aft 
the time when the oath was taken. But that disregard of the 
gods, which prevails in the present age, had not then taken 
place ; nor did every one, by his own interpretations, accommo- 
date oatha and Uie laws to his particular views, but rather adapt- 
ed his pmctice to them. The tribunes, therefine, finding no 
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bofie of mcdeoding in their opporition «a ^i gnmd, tiidM- 
ouied to delay the mftichmg of the troops ^ and in this Uity 
weie the more earnest, hccattse a report had ^ead^ tbatr ovAtts 
had been given for the auguj^s also to attend at the Iak)» Retli- 
Itts ; and that a place fkkotUd be eonsecrsted hf thttn, tt oMfei 
that the people might truisact hnsiness with the benefit of Mtt- 
pic^, so that any measures enaeted at Rone tiinugh nwatts «f 
the violence of me tEibnnes, might be repealed m an assembly 
hekl there. It was nrgfui, honnsver, that any one wc«dd vote 
there, just as the consols chose ; forat any greater distieaee- frtfm 
the city than that of a mile, there was no' appeal : and &¥€a 
•hottld the tiibttnes come thither, they would, among the crowd 
of other citizens, be sul^ect to the consular antbovity. TKis 
ilarmed them. But what excited their etrongest appg feh e ii e iea s 
was, that Quintms used freqnentfy to My, that ** he would iMt 
hold an election of consoli : that the distemper of the^Male iMs 
not sneh as could be stopped by &e ustnd tMaedtes r that llto 
commonwealth stood in need of a dictator, in order that aify 
person who should stir one step towaids laisiag distQibaiVMe, 
night feel that the power of tlMt magistrate was aW?e an ^p- 

21. The senate was sitting in the capitol; thither caitttftlle 
tribunes, attended by the commons, who were faH of prateity 
and fear : the populace, with Uki4 clamoors, hnplored' me pro- 
tection, at one time, of the console, at another of the eenat* ; 
yet they could not pmvail on the consul to recede tnm bis ittetf- 
lution, until the tribunes promised that they wouU be diteeted 
hy the senate. The consul then laid before the senate ttto 
denaand of the tribones and commons, and it was decRed thlft 
**the tribones should not introdoee the hKV9 daring that year^ 
and that^ on the other hand, the consuls shqokl. not lead oat A* 
troops from the city. For the ^ime to come, it was the j«dg*» 
BMnt of the senate, that re-electing the sane magistiates^ and 
lO-appointing the same tribones, was injurious te tM interest of 
the commonwealth." The consols eonfimned to the decisiona 
of the senate ; but the tribunes^ notwithstanding the remoM- 
atrances of the consuls, were le-eppoinled The senate Iflte^ 
wise, not to yield to the commons in any particular, on their 
aido wished to re-elect Lucius Quinttus consul. On no ooeasieA 
diifing the whole year did the coaaol exert hionalf wiAk mora 
warmth. " Oan I wonder," eaid he, "* ceneeript iatfaeis, if your 
authority is li^ly regarded among the commons? yeyooiselfai 
deprive it of its weight : for instance, becaose the conuMtti 
have broken through a decree of the senate with respeet to tha 
re-election of their magistrates, ye wish to break thfougb it also, 
Iflst ye ahould M short of the populace in stifaneat ; a« il aapv* 
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Iklity of ixmer kn the stale conaiBtad in rapeiftor degiMsoT 
incouilBBcy tnd imgnlanty ; lor it is eertunly an instance of 
creatar inconataney iod irregularity for us to counteract our own 
decrees and rceolutions, than those of othera. Go on, conscript 
iathen, to imitate the inconsiderate multitude ; and ye, ytio 
ooght to showr an example to the rest, rather follow the steps of 
otters in a wrong eoaiae, than guide them into the riffht om. 
But let me not imitate the tribunes, nor suffer myself to be 
declared consul, in contladiction to the deetee of the aenate. 
And you, Caioa Ciaudins, I exhort that you, on your part, m- 
•iiain the Roman people from this licentionsness ; and be pef- 
suaded that, on my part, I shall regard your conduct therein in 
ooch a light, that I shall not consider you as obstructing my 
attainment of honour, but as augmenting the glotj of my relit- 
sal, and protecting me ^Wmt the i^rnomitiy wluch I sfaonld incur 
by being re-eiect^." They then issued their joint orders, that 
** no perion ahould vote for Lucius Qointius bemg consul ; and 
that, if any onetiid, they would not allow such vote.** 

2S. The consols elected were Qnintes Fabius Vibulanus a 
third time, and Lucius Cornelius Maluginensis. [A. U. C. 896, 
B. G. 467.] The general aurrey was performed that year, l^e 
lustrum could not be closed, consistently with the rules of reli- 
gion, on account of the cspitol having been taken and the con- 
-aul slain. In the beginning of the year, in which Qutntus Fa 
biua and Lucius Cornelius were consuls, Tsrious disturbances 
■rose. The tribunes excited commotions among tiie commons. 
The Latinea and Hemicians gave information of a formidable 
war being commenced against therii by the Volscians and 
.fquana ; that the legiona of the Volscians were at Antium ; 
and that there were stroqg apprehensions of that colony itself 
revolting. With difficulty the tribunes were prevailed on to 
allow tira business of war to be first attended to. The consuls 
Ihen divided the provinces between them : Fabius was appoint 
ed to march the legions to Antium, Cornelius to remain at RomOr 
for the protection of the city, in case any part of the enemy, aa 
was the mactice of the .^quans, should come to make depred»^ 
tlons. The Herv icians and Latinos were ordered to supply a 
number of men i i conformity to the treaties ; and of the army, 
two parts were composed <n the allies, the third consisted of 
natives. The allies arriving on the day appointed, the consul 
encamped otftside the Capuan gate ; and, after purifying the 
•imy, mardied from thence to Antium, and sat down at a small 
distance from the city and the post occupi^ by the enemy ; 
where the Yolscians, not daring to risk an engagement, because 
the troops from the iBquans had not yet arrived, endeavoured to 
tereen themaehea within their trenches. Fabius, next day, 
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htmog Um ttoo^ bM is ^n» bodk^^ coiii|MMed of Us 4 
tten tnd the allies iiileniiiK«d, iMit in tiuwe sepajMto Voiieiy oo» 
Mting of three seroral aatieiw^ isnoiiiided the nmpeit of 1 ' 
diein^. Pbciqg hmielf in the toMe with the Remn kgin 
he commaiided m to leek for the mpuiB from thenec^ itt < 
that the aUiee etid hie own fbreoi imi^ begin tho eoiiett ei the 
MOM time, Old ebo retire togethef^ if heshwildeoiindAietreet; 
in the rear of each divisieik ho also pbeed their own Gnraliy. 
Having thus sunonnded the camp, he aasanlted it in three diSet^ 
ont piacee^ and prsasing then Tigoroneljr M oveiy side, beet 
down the V ekeians from the nmfut^ who were onehie to etaud 
with his force : then advancing mthin the ibrtifieations> ho droTO 
•them befiNre him in conlpsion and imai»y towards one side, and 
•t length eompeUed them to abandon their worhe. After which^ 
the cataJnr, who could not eaailj have passed over the tampert^ 
•ad had hitherto stood as spectaten of the fighir eonsuitf «p 
with them, as they fled in disorder in^the open plain, and mtSung 
at haroe of their afl^hted -treopsy enjoyed a share in the 
mr of the victory.^ The namber of slam, both widiitt the 
r and on the ontaide of the fortifications, was ^reat^ hot the 
[ was much greater ; for the eneiny were scarcdy able to 
i^ny off thek axma^ and their army would have been entirely 
.destayyed had not the woods covered them in their flights 

'23. Dunng ^lese transactions at Anti^m, the ^ijuans, aend* 
ing forward the main strength of their youth, surprised the city 
of Toscuhun by night ; and, with the rest of their army, sat 
down, at a little distance from the walls of that town, for the 
purpose of dividing the force of their enemies. Intelligence of 
this being canied to Home, and from Viome to the oamp at An - 
tium, the Romans were not leas ^eply affected than if they had 
been told the capitol was taken. Ineir obligations to the Tun 
enlana were recent, and the similarity of the danger seemed to 
demand a requital, in kind, of the aid which Uiey bad received. 
Fabhia, therefore, neglecting every, other buainess, having hasti- 
ly conveyed the spoils from the camp to Antium, and left a small 
garrison these, hastened to Tusculum by forced marches. The 
soldiers were allowed to carry nothing but their arms, and what 
food they had ready dressed : the consul Cornelius sent supplies 
of provisions from Rome. The trooos found employment at 
Tuscuktm for several months. With one half of the araiy, 
the consul besieged the camp of the .£<|uahs ; the other he 

£ve to the Tnsculans to e&ct the recovery of the citadel ; bat 
9y never could have made their way into it by force. Famina, 
however, compelled the enemy to give it up : and when they 
were reduced to that extremity, the Tusculans sent them aU 
•way unarmed and naked under the yoke. But aa they we;* 
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J tlwir 4|iioinini<mfl iligH the Homtn consd oveitooir 
L ~»t Algidom, «iid pat every msn ta the sword. After thh 
eas, he led beck bis array to a p!ace called Columen, where 
he pitcfaied bta camp. The other cotisnl, also, the city being no 
longer m ^Hffct, after the defesrt of the u£quana, marchea out 
fifom Rome. Thaa the two consols entering the enemy's terri- 
tories €fn diffsrent sides, vied eagerly with each other in making 
depfedatioBs^ the one on the Vdscians, the other on the JEqiians. 
I find, in many writers, that the people of Antimn revolted this 
Tear, thai Lucius Conidius, consnl, conducted the war against 
diem^ and todt their city. I cannot venture to aArm this as 
certain, bccauee in the earlier writers there is no mention of 
inch a transaction. 

M. No sooner was this war firou^ to a conclusion, than a 
tribunkian coaunation at home alarmed the senate. The trib- 
unes exclaimed, Ibal ** the detaining of the troops abroad was 
a mere artifice, calculated to frustrate their endeavours respect- 
ing the law. But that they were determined, nevertheless, to 
so through with the busfness which they had undertaken." 
However, Poblius Lucretius, prefect of the city, so managed 
natters, that the proceedings of the tribunes were postponed 
tmtit the arrival of the eonsms. There arose also a new cause 
Of distorbance : Aulus Comeliue and Quintus Servilius, ques- 
ton, commenced a prosecution against Marcos Volscius for 
ha:ving manifestly given false evidence against Ceso : a discov- 
erf iuvin^ been made, supported by many proofs, that the 
brather of^Volscius, from the time when he was first taken ill, 
bad not only never appeared m public, but that he never rose 
fitom his sickbed, where he died of a disorder which lasted 
many months ; and also that, at the time ^hen the witness had 
diaiged the fact to have been committed, Csso had not been 
seen at Rome. Those who had served in the army with him 
also aflfarmed that he, at that time, regularijr attended in his post 
along yn\!ti them, without having once obtained leave of absence. 
Many in private stations chaTlenged Volscius, in their own 
names, to abide the decision of the judge,* content to submit to 

* As the pretors could noi-sttend Itie trial of erery eatwe, thej al- 
waya bad a lisi of persons properly qoalrfied, out of wbose number, as 
occaaion required, they delegated judges to act in their stead. These 
•elect judges were chosen in an assemblv of the tribes, five out of 
each tribe ; and the pretor, according to the importance or the ^fll* 
cuHy of the cause in dispute, appointed one or more of them to try it. 
lliis office was, at first, confined to the senators ; but was, afterwanl^ 
tfaosferred to the knights ; and was, at different times, held someCnnett 
by one of these bodies, sometimes by the other, and sometimes in com- 
laon between them both The nsual method of proceeding was this: 
the plaintifir either named the judge, before whom he summon^ the 
defendant to appear, or he left the denomination to the defentkint, and 
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the penalty, if they should fail in proof. As he did not darv to 
stand the trial, all these circumstances concuning together, no 
niore douht was entertained of the condemnation of YoUciot 
than there had been of Csbso's after Yolscios had given hie tes- 
timony. The business, howeyer, was put a stop to by the tiib* 
unes, who declared that they would not suffer the questoce to 
hold an assembly on the business of the prosecution until ch^ 
was first held on that of the law ; and thus both affiurs were 
deferred till the arrival of the consuls. When these entered 
the city in triumph, with their yictorious army, silence being ob- 
served with respect to the law, people from thence imagined 
that the tribunes were struck with fesi. But they, directing 
tiieir views to the tribuneship for the fourth tiine, it beinff now 
the latter end of the year, had changed the direction of -their 
efforts, from the promoting of the law, to canvassing for the 
election ; and although the consuls struggled against the con- 
tinuing of that office in the same hands with no less earnest- 
ness than if the act had been proposed for the purpose of lee- 
sening their own dignity, the tribunes got the better in the con- 
test. The same year, a peace was, on petition, granted to the 
i^quans; apd a survey, which haid been begun in the fonper 
one, was now finished, ^e lustrum being do^, which was the 
tenth from the founding of the city. The i^umber of citizem 
rated was one hundred and thirtv-two thousand four hundred 
and nine. The consuls acquired great gloi^r this year, as well 
in the conduct of the war, as in the establishing of peace while 
at home : though the state enjoyed not perfect concord, yet the 
dissensions were less violent than at other times. 

25. Lucius MinuciuS and Caius Nautius, who were next 
elected consuls, [A. IT. C. 296, B. C. 456] found on their hands 
the two causes of dispute, which lay over from the last year. 
The consuls obstructed the passing of the law, and die tribunes 
the trial of Volscius, with equal degrees of activity. But the 
questors were possessed of greater power and influence. To- 
gether with Marcus Valerius, son of Manius Valeriua, grandson 
of Volesus, Titus Quintius Gapitolinus, who had been thrice . 
consul, was questor. Although Gaeso could not be thereby 
restored to the Quintian family, and, in him, one of the most 
valuable ef the young Romans, to the state, yet with a rigour 
dictated by justice and duty, he prosecuted the false witness, by 
whose means an innocent person had been deprived of the liln 

when ^^7j^.^«ed on thi| judge, they presented a joint petitioo to 



the pretor, praying that he would appoint that person U> try the cause i 
snd at the lame nme. they bound themselves to pay a eertaia sura of 
mooey— the plaintiff if he should not establish his chaif e ; the defend- 
ant, iihe should not acquit himselt 
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«rty of makmg his defence.. IVb tribuiies^ and pttticvlali? 
'VirgmiiM, endeAToarinff to procure the paeainff of tfaeir kw, tile 
consuls were allowed the apace of two monua to examaie it, 
on conditiona that when thej ahould have iAfonned the people 
of the dan^eroua desi^ia which were concealed under the prop- 
ositions wuch it contained, they would then allow them to give 
their TOtes on it. This recite of proeeeditags beffig •cewed 
to, rendered matters quiet in the aty. But the JSctazsm dU 
not allow them long to enjoy reat; for, vjeiatiag the lengne 
which had heen m^e the preceding year with the Ronaant. 
they conferred the chief conwaand on Oiacchiis Ckditta^ a man 
at that time of b^ far tho greatest ccnsequeaee aaoeog them ; 
and, headed by hun, carried hostile dej^tfedationa into the distnet 
of Lavici ; from thence into that of Tuseulum ; and then, hNid- 
ed with booty, pitohed their camp ait Algidum. To that caMp 
came Quintua Fabiui^ Puhltua Volamniua, andAulna Poatnmiva, 
ambassadori from Rome, to complun i>f iniliries, and demand 
ledress, in confinrmity to the treaty. The gsnend of tiio /f4pians 
bade them dehver to that oak whatever message they hadinm 
the Roman senate, while he flhottld attond to other buainesa: a 
very laxge oak-tree hung over the prstsrinm, and ander its 
shade a&rded a pleaaantseat : to this, one of the aubaasadon, 
as he was going away, replied : " Let that conaecrated oak, and 
an the deitiea, bear witness, that the treaty haa beea broken by 
Tou, and lo favour both our ooinplainto al preaent, and ouranua 
bereaftei;, as that we avenge ths «iola(ed righte of gods and men." 
On the retom of the ambiMSadofa to Rome, the aenato oidered 
one of the consula to lead an army to Algidum agaavt GTae» 
chus ; and gave to the other, as his pvovinoey the lavagiag the 
territories of the .^qoans. The tribunes, accovfing to their 
usual custom, obstructed the tovy, and might, perhaps, hav« 
effectually prevented it, but that a new and sudden alarm exei«> 
ted stronger ^pvshensiotts of dang^. 

26. A very large body of Sabines, spreading devastations 
around, advanced almost to the waUs ot Rome. The fields 
were deserted, and the city atnick with termr. The eommont 
then cheerfully took arms^ while Uie tribunes in vain attempted 
to dissuade them from it. Two Isi]^ aliniea were raised. Nao* 
Ctna led one against the Sabinea, and, pitching hia camp at Era^ 
turn, by detaching email parties, emciaBy on incuraions by 
9ight, he caused such desolation in the country of the Sabines^ 
that, compared toit, the injuries sustained in die Roman torri* 
toriea seemed trifling. Minucius neither met the tame succasa, 
nor showed the same ability in tho conduct of his business *, for, 
having encamped at a little diatance, without experiencing' any 
considerable lose, he kept hia men confined within the ttenches. 
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When lihe enemy perceWed this, they assumed new boldoefis 
- iiom the others' fears, and made an assault on the camp by night ; 
but finding that they were not lik^y to succeed by open force, 
they began, next day, to enclose it by lines of circumTallation. 
-Before this work could be completed, and the passage thereby en- 
tirely shut up, five horsemen were despatched, who^ making 
their way, between the enemy*s posts, brought intelligence to 
Rome that the consul and his army were besieged, plothing 
could have happened so unexpected, or so contrary to people's 
hopes ; and the fn^ht and consternation, in consequence of it, 
were not less than if the city were surrounded and threatened, 
instead of the camp. They sent for the consul Nautius ; yet, 
not supposing him capable of affording them sufficient protection, 
lesoived that a dictator should be chosen to extricate them firom 
this distress, and Lucius QuintiusCincinnatus was accordin^j 
appointed with unanimous approbation. Here they may receive 
instruction who despise every quality which man can boast, in 
eom^Miison widi riches ; and who think that those who possess 
them can alone have merit, and to such alone honours and dis- 
iinctions belong. Lucius Quintius, the now sole hope of the 
people, and of the empire of Rome, cultivated a farm of four 
acres on the other side of the Tiber, at this time called the Quin- 
tian meadows, opposite to the very spolf where the dock-yard 
stands. There he was found by the deputies, either leaning on a 
stake, in a ditch which he was making, or ploughing ; in some 
work of husbandry he was certainly emj^y ed. After mutual salu- 
tations, and wislies on the part of the commissioners, **that it 
might be happy both to him and the commonwealth,'* he was re- 
quested to "put on his ^wn, and hear a measage from the sen- 
ate.'* Surprised, and asking if "all was well t" he bade his wife 
Racilia bn«g oat his ^wn quickly fi-om the cottage." When he 
had put it on, after wiping the sweat and dust fi-om his brow, he 
same forward, when the deputies congratulated him, and saluted 
him dictator ; i0<|uested his presence in the city, and informed him 
of the aiarming situation of the army. A vessel had been prepared 
lor Quintins by order of government, and on his landing on the 
other side, he was received by his three sons, who came out to 
meet him ; then by his other fblations and friends, and afterward by 
the greater part of the patricians. Surrounded by this numerous 
attendance, and the lictors zbarchin^ before him, he was conducted 
to his residence The plebeians likewise ran toother firom all 
quarters ; but they were far from beholding Quintius with equal 
pleasure, for thcnr thooij^t the powers annexed to his ofiSce too 
unlimited, and the man still more aibitraiy. During that'ni^t, 
no farther stepe were taken than to post watches in the city. 
S7. Next day, the dictator, coming into the forum befine ft 
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WM K^t, named Lucius Taiqiritias master of the horse : he 
was of a patrician family ; but though; bj reason of the nairow- 
ness of his circumstances, he had senred among the foot, yet he 
was accounted by many degrees the first in mjUtaiy merit among 
all the youn^ men of Rome. Attended, then, by his master of 
horse, Quintius came to the assemblv of the people, pnoclaimed 
a cessation of ciril business, ordered the shops to be shut in all 
parts of the city, and that no one should attend to any private 
afiEurs. He then issued orders that all who were of the military 
age should attend, under arms, in the field of Mars, before sun- 
set, with vietuak for five days, and twelve palisades each ; and 
that those whose age rendered them' unfit for service, should 
dress that victuals for the soldiers who lived near them, while 
they were preparing their arms, and procuring tiie military pales. 
Immediately toe young men ran different ways to look for pali-^ 
•ades, which every one without molestation took, wherever he 
could find them ; and they all attended punctuidly according to 
the dictator's order. The troops being then formed in such a 
manner as was not only proper for a march, but for an engage- 
ment also, if occasion should require it, the dictator set out at 
the head of the legions, and the master of the horse at the head 
of his cavalry. In both bodies such exhortations were used as 
&e juncture recpiired, that ** they should quicken their pace ; 
that there was a necessity for expedition, in order to reach the 
enemy in the night ; that the Roman consul and his army were 
besieged ; that this was the third day of their being invested ; 
that no one could tell what any one night or day might produce ; 
that the issue of the greatest affairs often depended on a mo- 
ment ot time.** The men, too, to gratify their leaders, called 
to each other, ** standard-bearer, advance quicker ; soldiers, fol- 
low." At midnight they arrived at Algidum, and when they 
found themselves near the enemy, halted. 

S8. The dictator thfen, having rode about and examined, as 
well as he could in the night, the situation and form of the ene- 
my's camp, commanded the tribunes of die soldiers to give 
orders that the baggage should be thrown together in one place ; 
and then, that the soldiers, with their arms and palisades, should 
return into the ranks. These otJlers were execute4; and then, 
witii the same regularity in which they had marched, he drew 
tiie whole army in a long column, and directed that, on a signal 
being given, they should all raise a shout, and that on the shout 
being raised, every man should throw up a trench in f^nt of his 
post, and fix his palisades. As soon as these orders were com- 
municated, and the signal given, the soldiers performed what 
they were conunanded : the shout resounded on every side of 
the enemy, and reaching beyond their camp, was heard in that 
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of the consul, excituig terror in the one, and the grei^eet joy A 
the other, lite Romans observing to each other, with e^lta- 
tion, that this was the shoot of their countrymen, and that assist- 
ance was Ai handy took courage, and from their watchguazds 
and outposts issued threats. The consul likewise declared that 
*f they ought not to lose time, for that the shout then heard was 
a signal, not only thai their friends were arrived, but that they 
had entered on action ; and they jnisht take it for granted Jjaat 
the camp was attacked on the outsit." He therefore ordered 
his men to take arms, and follow him ; these falling on the jene* 
my before it was lifht, gave notice by a shout to tne dictator's 
kffions, that on meir aid« also the action was begun. Tho 
jSquans were now preparing measures to hinder themselves 
^ron^being surrounded with works ; when, being attacked within, 
they were obliged, lest a passage might be forced l^ougb the 
midst of their camp, to turn their attention from those employed 
on the fortifications to the others who assailed them on the in- 
side i and thus left the former at. leisure, through the remainder 
of the night, to finish the works, and the fi^ht with the consul 
continued until mom appeared. At the breuL of day, they were 
entirely encompassed by the dictator's works, and while they were 
hardly able to support the fight against one army, their trenches 
were assaulted by Quintius' troops, who instantly, on completing 
those works, had returned to thoir arms. Thus they found 
themselves obliged to encounter a new enemy, and the former 
never slackenecT their attack. Beixw thus closely pressed on 
eveiy side, instead, of fighting, they had recourse to entreaties, 
beseeching the dictator on one side, and the consul on the other, 
to be content with the victory, without their entire destruction, 
and to permit them to retire without arms. By the consul they 
were referred to the dictator, and he, highly incensed against 
them, added isnominy to their defeat. He ordered their general, 
Gracchus Cmius, and the other leaders, to be brought to him 
in chains, and the town of Corbio to be evacuated ; then told 
them, " that he wanted not the blood of the ^quans ; that they 
were at liberty to depart ; but he would send them under the 
yoke, as an acknowledgment, at length extorted, that their na- 
tion was conquered and subdued." The yoke is formod of three 
spears, two being fixed upright in the ground, a,nd the other tied 
across between the upper ends of them. Under this yoke tho 
dictator sent the ^quans. 

29. Having possessed himself of the enemy^s camp, which 
vvas filled with plenty, for he had sent Uiem away naked, h& 
distributed the entire boow among his own troops, lleprimand* 
ing the consular army and the consul himself^ he said to them : 
*' Soldiers, ye shall share no part of the spoil of that enemy, to 
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whom ye were scar becomin? a prey ; end as to you, Luciua 
Minncias, until you begiii to show a spirit becoming a consul, 
you shall Gommabd those legions, with the rank of lieutenant- 
general only.'* Accordingly Minucius resigned the consulship, 
and, in obedience to orders, remained with the army. But so 
well were people then* disposed to obey, without' repining, the 
commands of su|^ors, tiiat Uiis army, regarding more the 
benefit which he had conferred, than the disgrace which be had 
inflicted <^ them^ not oiily roted a golden crown of a pound 
weight to the dictatoi^ but at his dei>arture saluted hii& as their 
patron. At Ronto, the senate, being convened by Quintus 
Fabius, prefect of the city, ordered that Quintius, on his arrival, 
should enter the city in triumph, without changing his order of 
march. The generals of the enemy were led before his chariot, 
the military ensigns carried before him, and his army followed, 
laden with spoil. It is said that tables were laid out with pro- 
visions before every house, and that the troops, partaking of the 
entertainment, singing the triumphal hymn, and throwing out 
&eir customary jests, followed the chariot like revellers at a 
feast. The samedayj the freedom of the state was, with uni- 
versal approbation, conferred on Ludius Mamilius of Tusculum. 
The dictator would have immediately resigned his office, but 
was induced to hold it some time, longer on account of the 
assembly for the trial of Volscius, the false witness. Their 
dread of the dictator prevented the tribunies from obstructing it, 
and Volscius being sentenced to exile, departed into Lanuvium. 
/ Quintius on the sixteenth day resigned the dictatorship, which 
he ha^ received for the tenii of six months. About the same 
time, the consul Nautius engaged the Sabines at Eretum with 
great success ; a heavy blow to the Sabines after the devas- 
tation of their country. Fabius Quintius was sent to Algidum 
in the room of Minucius.^ Towards the end of the year, the 
tribunes began to agitate the affair of the law: but as two 
armies were then abroad, the patricians carried the point, that no 
business should be proposed to the people. The commons pre- 
vailed so far as to appoint the same tribunes the fifth time, h 
was reported that wolves had been seen in the capitol, and were 
driven away by dogs ; and, on account of that prodigy, the cap 
itol was purified : such were the transactions of that year. 

30. Quintus Minucius and Caius Horatius Pulvillus succeed- 
ed to the consulship. [A. U. C. 297, B. C. 455.] In the be- 
ginning of this year, while the public were undisturbed by any 
foreign enemy, the same tribunes and the same law occasioned 
seditions at home ; and these would have proceeded to still 
greater lengths, so highly were pebple's passions inflamed, but 
tiiat, as if it had been concerted for the purpose, news was 
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broaght) that b}r ait attack of tke .£qinna, in the night, tfae~s[«i<- 
xison at Corbio waa cut off. The eonsnla oallea the 



together, by whom they were cardcred to skakft a hasty lery <tf 
troops, and to lead them to Algidum. The contest about the 
law was now laid aside^ and a new straggle began about the 
levy ; in which the conanlajr anthocity was in dnger of being 
ovei^owered by the foree of tribnnitian priYilagss, when tfaeir 
fears were more efiectnatiy ro«s^ by an account of the Sabine 
army having come down into the Roman tenitoriea to -fdonder , 
and nearly ad?alK^ to the city. This stvodi such terror^ that 
the ti^ibunes aufiered the troops to^ enlisted; yet not withsot 
a stipnlatioo, that since they Lad been bitted fo? five yean^ and 
as their office, as it stood, was biit small' prdlectien to the com- 
mons, there should for the futnfe be ten tribenes of the people 
appointed. Neceaai^ extorted & coneession icon the aeaate : 
they only made one exception^ that die ped}^e shonld net, 
hereafter, re-elecf the same liibui^. An aawmbWi was instant- 
ly held for the election of those officers, lest, if the war wae 
once ended, they might be disappoiifted in that, as in ethfsr 
matters. In the thirty-sixth year from the fiisst creation of the 
tribunes of the people, the nianber ten were elected, two out oif 
each of the dasses ; and it waa established as a rale^ that they 
should thenceforth \ie elected in the same masnec. The levy 
being then made, Minucius marched againet the Satmiea^butdid 
not come up with them. Horatius, after the ^qtians had pat 
the garrison, of Corbio to the sword, and had also taken Orteos^ 
brought them to an eqgagement in the district of ALnduin, 
killed a great number, ana drove them not only out of that 
district, but from Corbio and Ortena. Gorbio he razed to the 
ground, in revenge for the tieaehery practised there against the 
^rrispn. 

31. Marcus Valerius and Spuriirs Virginias were next elected 
consuls. [A. U. C. 298, B. C. 454.] Quiet prevailed bo^ at 
home and abroad. The price of provisions was high, in conse- 
quence of an extraordinary fall o€ rain. A hiw passed for 
oisposing of the Aventine as public property. The same trib« 
unes of the people vmie continued in office. These, during 
the following year, [A. U. C. 299, B. C. 453] which had foe 
consuls Titus Komilins and Caius Veturius, warmly recom- 
mended the law in all their harangues. '* They must be ashamed 
of the useless addition made to their number, if that affair 
were to lie, during the course of their two years^ in the same 
hopeless state in which it had lain for the last five."_ While 
they were most earnestly engaged in this pursuit, messengers 
anived, in a fright, from Tusculum, with information that the 
uEquans were in the Toscuium territory. The recent services 
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of t)At peo|A0 made the tribunes ashamed of thiowinff anjr 
delay in "die way of assistance being given them. BoUi the 
coDsals were sent with an army, and found the enemy in their 
usual post, in iSbs diatrict of AJgidum. There they fought ; 
^bore seven lliousand of the ^quans were slain, the zest dis- 
persed, and vaal booty was ac^ired. This the consuls sold, on 
sccount of the low state of the tx^asuiy ; which proceeding 
excited a general dissatiafaction^ among the soldiery, and also 
afibrded grounds to the tribunes for bringing bh accusation 
against tlw consuls before the commons. Accordii\gly, as soon 
as they went out of office, Spurius Tarpeius and Aulus Alterios 
havin^r succeeded them, [A. U. C. 300, B. C. 452] a char^ 
was mstituted against Romiliua by Cains Claudma Cicero, 
tribune of the people, and against Veturius, by Lucius Allienue, 
plebeian edile. To the great mortification of the patricians 
they were both sentenced to fine, Romilius to pay ten thousand 
asses,* Veturius fifteen thousand.! The sufferings of these 
eonstds, however, did not lessen the activity of their successors: 
tlieT said, ^ey were able to support a similar sentence, while 
V>th tribunes and commons combined, were insufficient to cany 
.l9ie point. The tribunes now desisting from farther prosecution 
-ef m law, witii regard to which, in the length of tune aince its 
publication, people's ardour had cooled, applied to the senate 
m amieahle terms, reeducating that they would at length "put 
an end to all contentions : and, since it was disagreeable to 
them that laws ihould be proposed by plebeians, would permit 
lawgivers to be chosen in common, out of the plebeians, and 
<rat of the patricians, in order to the framing of such as would 
be advantageous to both parties, and tend to establish liberty oa 
an equal fiwtinff.** This proposal the senate did not disapprove 
of, but deelared that tio one, except a patrician, should have the 
propounding' of laws. As they agreed with regard to the ne« 
eeasaiy sututes, and. only differed about the person to propose 
diem, ambassadors were sent to Athens, namely, Spurius Poa- 
tomitts Albas, Aulus Manlius, and Serviua Sulpicius Camerinua, 
whe were ordered to procure a copy of the famous laws of 
Solon, and to make themselves acquamted with the institutional 
eHStoms, and laws of the other suites of Greece. 

S2. This year paased undisturbed by any foreign wars. [A. 
U. C. 801; B. C. 461.3 The followmg also, in which Publiua 
Curiatius and Sextus Quintilius were consuls, waa still more 
quiet : the tribunes observmg uninterrupted silence, which waa 
•wmg, at first, to their wiiitingfor the arrival of the ambasea- 
dora who had gone to Athens for copies of the laws of thai, 
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state; and, afterward, to two heairy calaoaities which fell on 
&em at once, famine and pestilence mfiking dreadful havoe 
among both men and cattle. The country was desolated^ the 
city exhausted by a continual succession of deaths. Many illos- 
trious houses were in mourning : Servilius .Cornelius, flamea 
Quirinalis, died, and Caius Horatius Pulvillus, aiigur, in whose 
room the augurs elected Ca^us Yeturius ; with the greater sat- 
isfaction, because he had been condenmed by the commons. 
The consul Quintilius also died, and four tribunes of the people. 
Such a multiplicity of losses made it a melancholy year, but 
there was tioMisturbance from any enemy. The next consuls 
were Caius Menenius and Publius Sestius CapitoUnus. £A. U. 
C. 302, B. C. 450.] Neither during this consulate was there 
any foreign war : at home, however, some commotions arose. 
The ambassadors had now returned with the Athenian laws, and 
the tribunes theirefore pressed more earnestly that the business 
of compiling and settling their own laws might be begun. It 
was at last ^resolved, that ten magistrates, to be called decem- 
-virs, should be created, from whom no appeal should lie, md 
that there should be no other appointed durinff that year. JX 
was disputed ibr some time, whether plebeians should be admit- 
ted among them. At length that point was given up to the par 
tricians, provided that the Icilian law concerning the Aventine, 
and others, called the devoting laws, should not be repealed. 

33. Thus, in the three hundred and first year from the build- 
mg of Rome, the form of. government underwent a second 
change ; the supreme power being transferred from consuls to 
decemvirs, as it had formerly been from kings to consuls. This 
new form, however, was not of long duration ; for the happy 
beginnings of that government terminated in eztrayjBgant Ucen- 
tiousness, which hastened its dissolution ; and recourse was had 
to the former |>ractice of intrusting the power and consular title 
to two persons. The deccmvurs created were, Appius Claudius, 
Titus Genucius, Publius Sestius, Lucius Veturius, Caius Julius, 
Aulus Manlius, Servius Sulpicius, Publius Curatius, Titus Ro- 
milius, and Spurius Postumius. [A. U. C. 303, B. C. 449.J 
Claudius and Genucius being consuls elect, this honour of being 
of the decemvirate was conferred on them as a compensation for 
the loss of the other ; and on Sestius, one of the consuls of ^e 
former year, because he had proposed this business to the sen- 
Ate, against the will of his colleague. Next to these, were con- 
sidered the three who had gone ambassadors to Athens, that the 
honour might serve as a recompense for such a distant embassy ; 
and, ^t the same time, it was supposed that they, having ac- 
quired a knowledge of the laws of foreign countaos, would be 
useful in digesting the new proposed regulations. It is .said that, 
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kk cioofiiig temiiminAMr, tftvef pitched on pemens far •j iym i o tjl 
a yeaim, with intent tiMt then lOioaid be tiie lose wermth in anr 
oppoMtiaB fthack night be made to the opinioBe of the «llhef% 
Ae dtrectfon of the whde businese of govvnunent, howe'v«i^ 
was lodged ta the htods of Appius dvidinB, threogfa the favow 
of the people ; fat he ^aA aetuined ademeehoiir eo entirely new, 
that from « hanh and jevere praeeciitmr of theeommone, he be»- 
cftoe, on a sodden, a xealoas pionoter <tf theiv interests, and a* 
««ger caadidafte fbr po^ar appiaine. Eaeh of them idminia* 
iered iiMtice one day m ten. On thait day the twetro feseoa 
attended hiaa who pwaided m the joonit of jnatioe, hie nine eol^ 
kagneo being attMided caeh by « beadie : and, while peffhet 
harmony anbeiated unon^ tiienwalvea, althongh aoeh nnion b»- 
tweea gorenOTS is oonedaMs found prejodieiiAto the governed, 
they obeened the atrieleat equity towards all. It will be suffi- 
cient to produce a single proof of their moderation and faimese. 
Though, by the terms of their ttppotHtwent) there coold bo no 
appal froan their deeiaieM ; yet, on oecaaion of n dead body 
hwuijg fcand buried in the house oi PteMius Sestins, a nan of 
pntnetSB faoi0y^ and of the deceoinraHoi, (and which dead body 
wae produeed in a pahHe aasen^My, m a case as clear as in was 
atiociotw,) Catoa Jafius, a deoeaaTir, also conttneneed a erinanal 
ptoceas agatnat Seatiua, and appeaved before thepe<^e as proe- 
eeulor w£m he Bught legally have sat as judge ; departing Item 
hie own ri^ tbaC white he took away from the power of the 
DMigiirtracy, ha might add, in p iapo i ti a i i, to the liberty of the 



d4. While the hk;fae8t and Iho loweat alike exponenced thie 
immmt ezeectiatt of jnstiee, in|iaiM« «• if dictated by an onn 
do, the deeemirim at the aame timeomployed themselves eesid- 
nAOsly in framing Ihekws : and at leni^h, after people's expect* 
^Ationa had been raised to the utmset height, they produced fbr 
p«blic inapeetioti tea tablea ; and then, somnionin| an assembly 
of the peopie« aft» payiag that " it Might prov* fottnnate, and 
advantaseona, and happy to the catf mm eiiweatefa, td themselves, 
and to £ehr posterity,*' ordered them ** to eo and read ^ laws 
which were exhibited ; dadarsd that they had'plaoed the rightif 
4^ all on an equal footing, and in as pieeise' a manner as cotiki 
be devised by the abilitieaof taw men ; but that ^ nnderstand- 
iogs and ju^^^mcnts of a laiger' number might, perhapis, strike 
out imnovements : desind &om to oxamtne rigorously each 
particular in their own aiinds, canvass it in eenversalion, and 
bring it to public diseaesion, abouid any defioieney or excess ap« 
pear in any axtiele. They wove resolved;" they saM, « that thar 
Kmnan people ahould jbe boond only by auch laws as llhe whMo 
oqipmunity, with geDsral donsent, might appear not so nneh to 
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h»Ye ntified, wlien proposed, as to haf e proposed from tfaem- 
selves/' When, according to the reports of the pec^le, i»- 
pecting each head of the laws, they appeared snfficiently cor- 
rect, then, in an assemhly voting by centnriesj were ratified the 
laws of the ten tables, which even at this prOsent time, after all 
^hich have been added) continue to be the source of all juris- 
prudence, respecting either public or private afiairs. It was 
afterward said that there were two tables wanting ; and that, by 
the addition of these^ a body, as it were, of the whole Roman 
law might be completed. The expectation of this, when the 

^day of election pf officers approached, raised a wish that de* 
cemvirs should be chosen a second time ; and the commons, be- 
sides that they hated the name of consuls as much as they did 
that of kings, fek at the present no l68s even. of the support of 
the tribunes, because the decemvirs in torn allowed an appeal to 

^"their colleagues. 

36. But when the assembly for electing decemvirs wias pro- 
claimed to be held on the third maricet-day, the minds of many 
were so fired with ambition of obtaining the office, that even 
jpersons of the first dignity in the state, dreading, I suppose, 
lest, if it should be left unoccupied by them, an opening might 
begiven for improper persons to obtrude themselves in a post 
of such high authority, solicited votes ; humbly suing for &pow« 
er, the estabUshinent of which they had with their utinost efforts 
N before opposed, and from those same plebeians, against the grat- 
ification of whose wishes they had hitherto^ so strenuously 
contended. Persons of advanced age, and who had passed 
through diffnificki stations, thus lowering their pnde to htoard a 
contest of Sua tort, niade Aj^us Claudius redoidile his exertions^ 
It were difficult to detormine whether he should be reckoned 
amon^ the decemvirs or among the candidates : he appeared 
spmetunes more like a penon petitioning for, than one who was 
invested with, the office : he an)ened the characten of the 
candidates of high rank, and extolled the most insiffiiificant and 
the lowest Surrounded by the leilii and DuiUii, ^o had been 
tribunes, he bosiled about the forum, and through their means 
recommended himself to the commons; until even his col* 
leagues, who till that time had been entirely attached to his 
interests, lodced on him with amazenient, wondering what his 
intentions could be. They w^re convinced that thcSe was no 
sincerity in his profes^ns ; that such affability, in one who 
had always evinced a haughty mind, could not be without some 
interested views ; that lowering himself to the common level m 
this extraordinary manner, and mixing on an equal footing with 
the private citiaens^ did not look like haste to quit tiie office, 
bat rather like seeking for meus to be concinaed in it. Not 
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Ei^n^ howerer,' openly to oppooe his wiihes,' thej endeiTOiired 
to bsme his efforts by » seeming desiro to gratiiy 1^ ; snd 
agreed among tlieihselYes to appoint him, as the youngest of 
t&ir body, to the office of {Mmsidtng at the election. Tms was 
an artifice to jxevont his returning himsdf, which no one had 
ever done, except in the ease of Uribunes of the people ; and, 
even there, it was deemed a most pernicious precedent. How- 
ever, he declared tiiat, vrith the favour of fortune, he would 
peside at the election ; and he laid hold of the intended ob- 
struction to his design, as the lucky means of effecting its accom- 
plishment. Having, by means of a coalition which he formed, 
foiled the pretensions of the two Quintii, Capitolinus and Cin- 
^nnatus ; of his own uncle, Caius Claudius, a most steady sup- 
porter >of the cause of the nobility ; and of other citizens of the 
same high rank — he promoted to tiie decemvirate persons of 
very inferior condition in life ; and, smong the first raised, was 
himself ; an act highly disapproved of by m men of honourable 
minds, and which no one had believed that he would dare to be 
ffuilty of. Tosather with him were elected Marcus Cornelius 
Maluffineasis, Marcus . Sei^us, Lucius Minutius, Quintus Fa- 
bhis Vibulanus, Quintus PstiUus, Titus Antonius Merenda, 
C9S0 Duillius, l^urius Oppius Comiicen, and Manius Raba- 
icius. - ^ 

36. Now the mask which Appiua hsd ssramed fell off. He 
began to live according to his natural disposition ; and to form . 
bis new colleagues early to his own plan of proceeding, before 
they should enter on the administration of tneir office. They 
held daily csbab, ipm6te from witnesses; wherein, being fur- 
nished with schemes of tyranny, digested among themselves, 
and without jthe knowledge of any, they no Icmger dissembled 
th^ir arrogance ; became difficult of access ; morose to such as 
addressed them ; and continued this behaviour until the ides of 
May, [A. U. C. 304, B. C. 448] the then usual time for enter- 
ing on office. At the beginning, then, of their m^^istracy, they 
distinguished the veiy fir^t day of it by an exhibition which «[- 
cited the greatest alarm : for whereasthe former decemvirs had 
observed a rule,, that only one shovild have the fasces, and that 
this emblem- of royality should pass in rotation with them aM, 
tiiat is; to each in his 'turn ; but these unexpectedly made t^ei^ 
appearance attended severallv by twelve fasces. One hundred 
and twenty lictors filled the fondn, and carried axes bound up 
with those ensigns ; Uhe decemvirs alleging that, as by the t^rms 
of their appointment thero lay not any appeal, there could be no 
reason ^hy the axe should be taken away.^ Thus these ten 
magistrates a]^ared as so many kings; and thus they multi- 
plied triors, not only among the lower classes, but among the 
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^nncipM |MtneMti9 ; wftxj ^ns beincuBMiitddd lul tfasjr wiB(bed 
ttiyapttteit to begin Uw work •fd»«lii; » IbaV ctiMild Mjr 
«na» oitinr in tke eenata or is » nneling aC tki iiea|Kl)Bi» niter «i 
«Bpi«nk>n fmtttrirfe to libflrtj, te lodi tad «3CM wouU 
iMgttirMdy toUnketonof kitotherMt; for btoidcs tM tboe 
«M BO bopo of pnteetiDK froia tin pooplcv aft oppeai t* thov 
hsmg boon fnrDhibited, thof bad, by o g i^iacttt» alio prdliihatod 
tiwmMlveB from intoifBring with eack ouor'a docsoea ; whtMoa 
the fonaor decenmsa hod alloved their dacfaea to be atttoadod 
b^-aa appeal to a coUaano, and bad itfarred to the piMic <lo> 
ciaion ae^reial flMttora T^bch ausfak aeem to beloBg to their own 
jnriedietioB. For aoBBo time & danger eeenfted to thteoton 
oqnalhr aM mdn of men, but ^Wj^t bjr degpreei^ to be disactod 
cntitely a^ainat Ae eommona. ^ They avoided giving oienoo to 
the oatticianB, while tey Ireatod the hiwer m^Bi with vbitnrr 
eraeny. Inftereat having uoaiped in their bnaato the pkce of 
jairticev they on ewy pccaaion.iogaEded the mdmd, not ibe 
caoae. Their decaaiona they adjusted pdTaAeqr at homo, and 
afterwaid pratodnced tbem in the femni. If an appeal wna 
nnde from any one of them to faia eoBeagnaa, the tieatment he 
met from thoea to ^vidion he appealad waa aiwajra anah aa made 
ban repeat of not hating abioedby the , iiDtawr aeotenceL An 
opinion had also ffone al»road, though withoi^t known authority, 
that they had ooi^piied in the achem* of iniqiii^r«u not merely for 
the poeaeot year, hot that a chmdeatine leagne M been atnidL 
aawng them^ and k»ti6ed by aa Mth, that (b^ would not enQ 
an asffemhly feor eleetlaM> bntv^peiMtaating toe deeemyiiate, 
koep e laatinf held of the pewor which tbay hfti now in their 

87. The pleheiaM now began to watoh the eonntenaneea of 
the patiiciaRa ; and thougbtbay had been accnatomed to diend 
being enalETod by diem, and« infliieBced by that dread, had 
brought the conunonwealth into tta prtoent situation, yet they 
now anzioiia^ looked to dtflse patrinaaa for apme lay of hope 
which might guide them to liberty. The pnhcanad of thea^, 
iriiile they hated the decemTim^ bore no leaa hateed toward the 
eommona; and, though they did not amHroro the inroceedinga of 
the former, thought the latt^ Bttflfored no mosa than they had 




af«iy. 

hapeathat,b _, ^ ^ ^ 

aflaira, they might wish for the reatomtion of tJie fomer gov- 
ernment l^ consula. The greater part of the year waa now 
past, and two tablea of laws had been added to ten of the former 
year ; ao that them waa not any circumstance, if these lawa 
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were once ratified in an.aMembly of the centuries, which' ccnld 
make the now form of government necessary to the common- 
wealth. People were in continual eiqpectation of an assemblj 
being palled for the election of consols ; and the thoughts of 
the commons were solely employed in deviping a revival of that 
bulwark of liberty^ the tribunitian office, which had he&a laid 
aside so long. In the mean time, not the least mention was 
made of an election ; and the decemvirs, who, at first, hsd ex« 
bibited themselves to the commons for the purpose of gaining 
their favour, sunrounded by men who had been tribunes, now 
collected about them crowds of young patricians. These en- 
compassed every tribunal | they seized, and drove about at will; 
the commons and their effects ; the most powerful ^being sme 
of success, in possessing himself of any man's property in which 
he saw any thing desirable, while even their persons were not 
secure from injury. Some were beaten with rods ; others felt 
the stroke of the axe : m a word, cruelty and profit went hand- 
in-hand ; for a gnint of his effects to some of their p«rtisan8 
ever followed the execution of the owner. The ybung nobility, 
corrupted by such bribes, not only declined making opposition 
to the injustice, but openly demonstrated that they preferred the 
indulgence of their own licentiousness, to the establishment of 
the general liberty. 

38. The ides of May came. The offices of the stote not 
haying been filled up by election, men invested with no public 
character made their appearance as decemvirs, retaining still 
the same spirit to enforce their authority, and the same emblems 
to support the splendour of their station. This was held the 
height of arbitrary government, and the loss of liberty was de- 
plored as irrecoverable. .No one champion stood forth in its 
cause, nor was there a prospect of any such appearing : so that 
the people not only sunk into despondence, but began to be de- 
spised by the neishbouring nations, who thought it would reflect 
shame on themselves, if a slate which had forfeited its own lib- 
erty should be allowed to retain its dominion over others. The 
Sabines, with a numerous army, made an irruption into the Ro- 
man territories ; and, having spread devastation through a great 
part of the country, land collected, without loss, a great booty 
of men and cattle, they recalled their forces from the various 
parts in' which they were dispersed, and nitched their camp at 
£retumi grounding their hopes on the dissensions at Rome,, 
which they trusted would prevent the raising of troops. Be- 
sides the couriers that arrived, the country-people, flying into 
the city, caused a general alarm. ' The decemvirs held a .consult- 
ation on the measures necessary to be taken; and, while they 
were left destitute of support on every^ aide, being ,9quaUy^ 4.^^ 



iMted br Ihe pttaeitns and (he eoanMiw, anodierciitQmfliiilto 
occcmed which aggnvBted thfifr fsacs, by preeeming an aM- 
tioiial danger to mSa riem : the .£quans, on the opposite side, 
had encamped in the dietrict of Algidam; and amhaesadoft, 
who came from Toacnlbm to leqaest aetiatance, hronght ac- 
coanta that their lands were raraged by detachments from thence. 
The decemvirs were ao thoio^uMy frightened, on fining* die 
eity aonoimded by two enemies at once, that they detentiined 
to hate tecoorae le the advice of the senate : accordingly, they 
ordered the senatofs le be tnmmoned to a meeting, tfaongfa they 
well knew whatt a storm of pnbBe resentment tineatened to 
break on themselves ; that all men would heap on ' their head* 
the* Uame of the devastations of the cptnrtiy, and of all the 



snpport i 

by enfoieing their authority with seventy, on a few of the most 
hrtractable tempers, repress the forwurmiess of others. When 
the voice of the crier was heard in the fomm, smnmoning the 
■enatoTB to attend the decemvirs in the senate^honee, it e^rcited 
1M> less wonder ^an if it were a matter entirely new : ** What 
could have happened now,*' the people said, ^tfaat those vrho 
had, for a long timlb past, laid aside the custom of coostdting 
the senate, should now revive it? But they might, no doub^ 
thank the war, and their enemies, fbr any thing being done that 
was formerly cMtal with them as a free state." l%ey tooked 
about the forum for senatom, yet could hardly discove^ one. 
They then turned their eyes to the senate-house, remarking the 
aelitttde which appeared round the decemvirs, who, on their part, 
attributed the non-attendance oT the summoned to the general 
detestation of their government ; wh3e the commons found' a 
a reason for it in the want of au^ority in private persons to con- 
vene them ; observing, at the same time, that a bead was now 
formed for those who wished for the recovery of liberty, if the 
people generally would let their endeavours accompany those of 
the senate; and if^ as the fathers refused to attend in senate, 
they should in like manner tefbse to enlist. Such were the 
general topics of discourse among the commons ; while of the 
senators, there was scarcely one m the fbrum, and very few in 
the city. Disgusted wiA the timea, they had retired to their 
eountry-seats ; and, being deprived of their share in the admin- 
istration of the public business, attended solely to their private 
affiurs ; thinking that, hj removing to a distance from the meet- 
ing and converse of their tyrannic masters, they were out of die 
reach of fll-treatment. Not meeting accoiding to aqmmona^ 
afinuritora weffe despatdied tb alt theiv houeea, to levy the penal- 
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titfl^ and at the mim time to diaeovcr wli»Uicar their non-<tt^a4- 
ance was owing to design : sad ihese brought back an accoinit 
that the membcxs of the senate were in the country. This gaTO 
less pain to the decemvin than if ihey had heard that they weie 
in town, and refiued to obey their •commands. They then gaae 
orders that ev^ one of them should be summoned ; and pcp- 
daimed a meeting of the senate on the day folk>wing, when thia 
meonbers assembfed in much ^^reater numbers than the decem- 
virs themselves had hoped, This xsised a suspicioa in th»mind0 
of the £ommons that the senators had deserted the cause of lib- 
erty; since th^ had paid obedience, as to a legal summons, to 
the ordier of men whose office had expired, and who, except so 
far as force prevailed, wen nothing more than private citizena. 
39. But, by all sccoontSi they showed mote obedieuee ia 
coming to the house that servility in delivering their sentiments^ 
It is related, that alter Awius Claudius had proposed the busi- 
ness to be considered, and before the opinions were demanded 
in order, Lucius VaJeoas PotituB occasioned a great ferment, 1^ 
insisting on being allowed to ^ak on the state of the eommonr 
weahh, and, when the deceaaviis endeavoured to prevent him^ 
by declaring that he would go out, and apply to the comoMna. < 
h. is tikewue said^ that Marcus Horatios Barbatus entered the 
lists with no leas boldness, eaUiog them " ten Tarquinii ;'* and 

ring them in mind " that the Valerii and Horatii were auaoo^ 
foremost in efiecting the expulsion of the kings.' Nor was 
It the title n^rely which had then given people so much oflence; 
for it was one which was pif^erliy applied to Jupiter ; one whieh 
liad been applied to Ronuilus, the founder of the city« and to 
the {>rinces his successors ; and which was still retained in the 
religious institutions, and erven considered as material to the peiw 
£ormance of the sacred rites. It was the haughtineas^ the vio- 
lence of Tarquin, which thon filled them with abhoreence ; and 
if these were hot to be borne in a person who was at the time a 
king, and the aon of a king, who would bear them in ao msify 
pcivate citizens 1 Let them take care lest, by forbidding men to 
speak with freedom in the senate-house, th^y mi^t oblige then 
to utter their sentiments in another place. Nor did he see how 
he, in his private capacity, had less right to caU the people to an 
assembly than they to convene the senate. Let them try, wbeik- 
ever they chose, how much more forcibly a sense of injuries 
would operate in vindication of liberty than ambition in retaift- 
ing^usarped authority* They had poposed the Sabine war as 
the business to be considered : aa if the Ron^n people had any 
more important war on their hands than against those whfi^ 
having been created for the purpose of framing laws, had feft no 
law remaining in the atate ; who had abolished elections ; Mir 



tthed aimiial magistrates ; aMisfaed'the regular diansing of Ibe 
chief magistrate, the only means of preserving the oalaiice of 
Ubertv: who, standing in the rank of priTate citizens, kept 
possession of the fasces and of regal sovereignty. After the 
expulsion of the kin^, there were patrician magistrates : after- 
ward, on the secession of the commons, plebeian magistrates 
were created. Of which party were the decemvirs 1" he asked : 
«< Were they of the popular party 1 In what business did they 
ever look for the concurrence of the people 1 Were they of 
that of the nobility, who, durihg almost a whole year, never 
held a meeting of the senate ; and now hold it in such a manner, 
that people are not allowed to speak of the state Of the com- 
monwealth 1 Let them not rely too much on the timidity of 
their fellows ; for men feel more sensibly the weight of present 
eufferings than of such as exist only in apprehension." 

40. While Horatius waa exclaiming in this manner, and the 
decemvirs knew not how either to gratify their anger or to pae^ 
over the provocation, nor could judge how Ae business would 
end, Caius Claudius, uncle^to Appins, addressed him in a speech 
fraught with entreaties rather than reproaches ; besought him, 
by the shade of his own brother, the decemvir's father, " to pay 
more regard to the rights of that civil society in which he waa 
bom, than to a confederacy, formed on the most flagitious prin- 
ciples. This he requested, more earnestly x)n Appius' account 
tiian even on that of the commonwealth : for the commonwealth 
would, doubtless, be abundantly able to assert its own rights, in 
spite of any resistance which the then magistrates could make ; 
but that, as great contests generally excite great animosities, he 
could not, without horror, think of what might be the conse- 
quence." Although the decemvirs had refused liberty to speak 
on any sn^ect but the business which they 4iad proposed, yet 
such was their respect for Claudius, that they did not interrupt 
him : he proceeded therefore in his discourse, which he conclu- 
ded with moving a resolution, that no decree of the senate 
should be passed. This was considered by every one as import- 
mg that, in the judgment of Claudius, they were but pnvate 
citizens, and many of the coosuiars expressed their approbation. 
Another measure was proposed, more harsh in appearance, but 
moch less efficacious ; it was to order the patricians to assemble 
and appoint an interrex ; for that the passing of any resolution 
would be an acknowledgement that the persons who convened 
the senate were invested with some office ; whereas, the mem- 
ber who recommended that no resolution should pass, meant 
thereby to declare them private citizens. "When the cause of 
the decemvirs was thus sinking into ruin,' Lucius Cornelius 
Maluginensis, brother to Marcus Comalios the decemvir, having 
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Weft fotfOBtitf nmntd fmm ■mong^tkr evmofeoB lo OI0M 4» 
debate, imdei the pr«le»c« of anxiety ebont the war, 8tt|ificMted 
fab.bfother and bis ooBeagoea tfaiu: *^ He wendffrod*" ba aaiiy 
** by what fetahty it happeaed, that theae who bad been IbeM* 
salves eandidates far n»i» daccmvirale were the pcnem wfao^ 
either a»«ecoiidarie8 er piincipakr waged 1^ attack, on the de>> 
oemriis ; and wby Ihey abould now^ at this paartiQalac titfto^ when, 
the enemy were jost at the gatea, takesnoih pains to oatv diascm 
sion among citixena ; while dminf so many naotthat wherein ^e 
attention of the state bad beeb^iseaiMed,: no one evei,4nadeii 
a matter of dispute, whetiier those wlia hi^ the wisuaistrattoii- 
of the gevermuent were legal magisbralQa or not; nofesa it 
were becaase they siqpposed that^ in a sitiile of conlnsion, their 
condoct wovihl not be so easily seen thneugb. However, it was- 
highly improper in any one to attempt t9 pieindiiQe a ceiiae of 
that BMgnitude, while men's minda were ocoopied by more 
urgent conceuis. it was bis optnon* than,.tbat.thefileauige4 
by Valenns and Horathis,. that tile officse ef deQenvv^had eflEpi* 
red on the ides ^ May, ehocdd be takim into cpn8tdfiirati<m» and. 
discussed by the senate, when the warft wh^ which -theff y»em 
then threatened should be broughit to. a conchwiota^aad ■tian^iA-. 
lity restored to the state : that Appixis Cbiudiiie shNMild consider 
himself as having now reeeived sufficient noliee that he most be. 
ready to give an account of the prooeeduigs of 4he aaaembly im 
which he, in ^^sahty of deeemvir, had piesidedf and. in which thft 
decemVBTS were elected; whether they wese appointod $k one 
year, or until the laws,, tiuan wanking,. shonM be xatified. It wasi 
also has opinion that, far the present, evesy oAher busihesa, ^aeegk 
lAite war, should be hoi aside ; and that, if they imagined tkib 
tliere]X)rts eoneemtng it;, were propagated without muBdatian,» 
and that not only the couriers,: but the TusBvlaa «i9baseadoni,( 
had conveyed false iBikeUigeBce,^tken thsA secfvta should be^Les* 
patehed to preevre move oertain tnlonBfttiitt;; but tha^ if th^ 
gave credit to the oouricn and the ambassadors, in that casft 
troops should be levied without d^ay, and. the deceaaivirs should 
lead armies to whatever ptifiea each should think proper. He» 
repeated, that no other business ought t^taJbe place ointil thia 
vnw dispesed of." 

41. This rcsolntion was ea&ried, on « diivisiotiy b]$ means of . 
the young patrieians. Yalenua and Horatins. tben^ with gi«eater 
vehemence, renewed their efforts, and loudly demanded permia- 
sion te> speak mbrs partkalariy on the state of the common- 
viredth ; declaiiiig, thi^ 'Mf by a faction they were prevented 
fiiom dBhvsriftg their sentintente in the senate, they would, 
appeal to the people. ; for that private men had no right to hin- 
der them fie om speaking, eithec ia the senate-house or in a gen- 
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etdi aMembly ; nor woakt they give way to thow men's imamni' 
aiy fasces." Appius then, thinking the juncture to critical Uiat 
the authority of the decemvirate must be oveipowere4i unless 
the violence of their opposers were resisted with an equal degree 
of boldness, called out, that " whoever uttered a sentence, 
except on the business proposed, should have cause to repent -" 
and, on Valerius' insistmg that he would not be silenced by a 
private citizen, ordered a uctor to advance. Valerius, from tbs 
door of the senate-house, implored the protection of the citi- 
zens ; when Lucius Cornelius, embracinff Appius, through con- 
cern for an effect so different from what he intended, put a stop 
to the contest, and procured Valerius permission to say what he 
chose. This producing nothing beyond words in favour of lib- 
erty, the decemvirs carried their pomt : and even the consulara 
and elder patricians, from inveterate hatred to the tribunitian 
office, which they supposed the people wished for with much 
more eagerness than for the consular government, would have 
been rather better pleased that the decemvirs themselves should, 
at some future time, voluntarily resign their office, than that, 
tiirough meana of the indignation of f^ public aeainst^them, the 
commons should rise again to consequence. They hoped, too, 
that if, by gentle management, the consular government should 
be restored, without the turbulent interposition of the populace, 
they might, either by the intervention of the wars, or by moder- 
ation of the consuls in the exercise of their authority, induce- 
the commons to forget their tribunes. No objection being made 
by the patricians, a levy was proclaimed ; aiM the young men, 
there being no appeal from the present government, answered' to 
their names. When the legions were filled up, the decemvira 
settled among themselves who shouki go -out with the troope, 
and who command the several armies. The leading men 
among the decemvirs were Quintus Fabiua and Appius Clau- 
dius. It was evident that there would be a greater war at home 
than abroad. The violence of Appius was thought the better 
calculated for suppressing commotions in ihe city, as the dispodb- 
tion of Fabius had long been considered as rather wanting in 
ffood pursuits than strenuous in bad ; yet this man, hitherto 
Highly distinguished both in civil and military conduct, was so 
entirely changed by his office of decemvir, aiid the example of 
his colleagues, that he now chose rather to be like AQpins than 
like himself. To him was ^ven in charse the war against the 
Sabines ; and, alonj^ with him, were sent his coUea^es, Maniua 
Rabuleius and Quincus Pstilius. Marcus Comeltus was sent 
to the territory of Algidum, with Lucius Minutius, Titus Anto- 
nius, Ca^o DuilHus. and Marcus Sei^s : and it was deter- 
mined that Spurius Appius should assist Appius Clandios in. 
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thft muuiffiiMBit of •ifiun in the city, where tliey ihoald hare 
full authority, as if all the deceniTin were present. 

42. Public affairs were conducted with no better success m 
war than at home. In this the leaders were no farther to Uame 
than for baring rendered themselTes odious to their countrymen ; 
in other respects, the &ult lay entirely in the soldiery, who, - 
rather than that any enterprise should succeed under &e con- 
duct and auspices of the decem? irs, suflfered themselves to be 
OTorcome, to the disgrace of both. The armies were routed, 
both by the Sabines at Eretum, and by the JBqnans in the 
country of Algidum. From Eretum the troops BAde a retreat 
in the dead of the nisfat, and fortified a camp nearer to the city, 
on a high ground, Xet^een Fidene and Crustumeria : and, 
being pursued by the enemy, would not risk a battle on equal 
ground, but provided &rther safety by the nature of the place 
and a rampart,* not by valour and arms. In the country of 
Algidum graater disgrace and greater loss were sustained : ' even 
the camp was taken ; and the soldiers, deprived of all their 
utensils, betook themselves to Xuseulum; depending for the 
necessaries of life on the eood faith and compassion of their 
hosts, who on this occasion did not disappoint their expectations. 
Such terrifying accounts were brought to Rome, that the senate, 
dropping the prosecution of their hatred to the decemvirs, passed 
an order that watches should be held in the city ; commanded 
all who were of an age to bear arms, to mount guard on the 
walls, and to form outposts before the gates '; they also decreed 
a supply of arms to be carried to Tusculum ; that the decemvirs 
should come down from the citadel of Tusculum, and keep their 
troops encamped ; and that the other camp should be removed 
from FidenaB into the country of the Sabines, to the end that 
the enemy, feeling themselves attacked at home, might be deter- 
red from operations a^nst the city. 

43. To the calamities inflicted by the enemy, the decemvirs 
added two most flagitious deeds, one at home and the other in 
the army. In the army which acted against the Sabines, a 
person called Lucius Siccius, taking advantage of the general 
aversion from the decemvirs, and having frequently, in private 
conversation with the common soldiers, made mention of a 
secession, and of electing tribunes, they sent him on a party 
of observation, to choose ground for a camp, and gave instruc- 
tions to the men whom they sent to attend on the expedition, 
that they should fall on him in some convenient place, and put 
him to death. He did not fall unrevenged ; for, though sur* 
rounded on all sides, he stood on his defence; and beinff 
possessed of extraordinary personal strength, and of spirit equal 
to bis strength, he slew several of the assatisins. . The rest, on. 
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th«ir 2el}icn» givo odt ia the «iatnp tinit tht^ Imd ftllen fAVb an 
ambush, aii4 tb«t Siecuit wu ktt, after figiitio^ "vriUk gVMit 
bnveiy, and m9B» of Uie. Mldiem^nrilk htm. At fint tiim Btoiy 
waa^ helioved: hut afiemaid^ » cohort which weilt,^w^ per- 
roiftiiHm of the ^emLvix% to bury thdse who had fatten, ohsenr- 
ing that aoae ofdicin wera stripped; that Skicitn, with Yaa 
axBia, lay ia the middle with tb» laeea of at! the others tonied 
towanfe hi]ii». while wH a trace eofiM be found of ^ enemy 
having natroaled from tbbnce ; th^f brooglA back the body, with 
am account ^t he was tevsiantiy akin bf hia own men. Iba 
camp was MW fiUod wSidikdigaatioii ; and it was resohred tiiat 
Siccwa ahoald be carried dbectly to Rome, which wonid have 
been put in vxtctitioti, had not the decem^tvia aa speedfly as 
DOsaiblo, booed him withmilitaiy honours, at the {rabnc expense. 
His fiinetal waa attended with greal grief of the soldiery, and 
» general betief of guilt in tho dicemvirs. 

44. Thflco folkiwod kk the city lAOther atrocious proceedik^ 
>which took k» rise from kwt, and was not less tragical in its 
oonsequeoeea thn that which, throng the injured chastity and 
▼iokent death of Lucietia, had occasioned the es|yuIsion of die 
Taxquhui bom the ^nona and the city ; so that the government 
of the decamviia aot only ended in the seme manner as that of 
the kings, but was lost through the s^une cause. Anpius Clan- 
diua waa inflamed wi^ a criminal passion towaras a young 
woman ci plebeian lank. The father of this young woman, 
Xitteiua Viisiniaa, held an honourable rank among me centa- 
liona, in the camp near Algidum, a man of exemplary good 
contact, both aa a soldier and a eitisen, and by the same pnnci- 
pies were the behaviour of his wife, and the education of his 
family legdiated. Ho had betrothed his daughter to Lucius 
Icilius, wh»had been tribune, a man of spirit, and of approved 
zeal in the cause of the commons. This maiden, in the I^oom 
of youth, and of extraordinary beauty, Appius, burning with 
love, had attempted to seduce by bnbes and promises ; but, 
findmg every aveane to his hopen barred by modesty, he resolved 
to have recourse to violence. He gave instructions to Marcus^ 
Claudius, one of his dependants, that he should claim the young 
woman aa his slave, and not submit to an^ demand which 
ahecdd be made of her being left at liberty until the decision of 
the suit, thiiAmg that the absence of the damsel*s father afford- 
ed die fittest opportunity for the injury which he meditated. 
Aa Virginia came into the forum, (ror the schools of leanung 
were h^ there in sheds,) this minister of the decemvir's lust 
laid his hand on her, and affirming that " she was a slave, and 
Oom of a woman who was his slave," ordered her to follow him ; 
t h rB »te n i ng , in ease of refusal, to drag her away by force. 
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Wfailoikfl gill stood inotioiileM ^itraffh fright and wtonifthment, 
ft ciowd WM collected hj the cries of her none, who implored 
the protection of the citixem. The popular names of her 
£ither Virgtnius and her spouse Icilius were heard on eTonr side: 
Their acqiiaiBtances were engaged in favour of the maiden^by 
their re^rd for them; and the multitude in general, by the 
heinousness of the procOeding. She was now secured from 
▼iolence, when the claimant said, " there was no occasion for 
raising a mob, he was pioeeeding by law, not by force," and 
aammoned the maiden to a court of justice. She being ad- 
vised, by those who appeared in her favour, to follow )um, they 
anived at the tribunal of Appius. The claimant rehearsed the 
concerted iaice before.theiudge, al)e|g|ed that " the girl was bom 
in his house, and had been clandestinely removed from thence 
to that of Viiginios, her supposed father ; that Of this he had 
sufficient evidence, and would prove it even to the satisfactioin 
of Yirginiua himself, the principal sufferer in the case ; and it 
was'nasonable," he added, ** that in the mean ^ time the servant 
should remain m the custody of her master." The advocates 
for Viiginia, pleading that Vii]^ius.was absent on business of 
the state, ana woald^*were notice sent him, attend iu two dvyn* 
time, wad that it was unreasonable that a suit concerning his cmM 
should be carried on in his absence, demanded of Appius to 
ftdjoorn all poceediogs in the cause until the fathei's' arrival ; 
that, in contonnit^ to the law which he himself had framed, he 
should leave her m the mean time in the enjoyment of her lib- 
erty, and not suffer a young woman of ripe age tO encounter the 
haxard of her reputation before the case of her fi;jpedom was 
determined. 

45. Appius prefaced his decree vrith observing, that **the 
very law which Virginius' friends held out as tho foundation of 
their demand was a proof how much he was inclined' to favour 
Uberty : however, that law could afford no firm security to lib- 
erty, if it w€«e not invariable in the tenour of its operation, 
without regi^ either to cause or persons. In the case of those 
who, from servitude, claimed a right to freedom, the privilege 
mentioned was allowed, because any citizen can act in their 
behalf; but in the ease of her, who was in the hands of her 
father, there was no other person to whom &e owner should 
jrield the custody of her. It was therefoie his determination 
that the father should be sent for ; that, in the mean time, the 
claimant should suffer no loss of his ri^ht, but should take the 
maiden into his custody, and give security for her appearance oft 
the airival of him who was alle|[ed to be her fr^ther." Whfle 
all mnimored against the injustice of this decroe, though not 
QOfi had courage to oppose it, Pablins £<mtttori«s, the maidens* - 
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uocle, uA leOinm hsr WlMHied ipovM^ amMd tt 
The crowd haying nadily nade way lor tham, bee 
were of opinioa £»t, if snj tbi^g poiild etop tke praeeedinga 
" be the iilteifeieMe of Iciliua, Ibe lictor 



of AppiiM* U voold be 
called out, tbat ** aeBtonce waa paaaed ;" and. on leitiua making 
Ipud remonatiaiicea, oidef C|d bim to Mtire. Eren a eaol tea^ 
would have been, inflamed fay aiich gioaa iH^treatment : IcatuiS 
eaid, ** Appiua, you meat dii-ve me hence with the ewoid. before 
Tou ahaU acconq^h* m aileBee, what yoa wiafa to be cencealed. 
Thia young woman I intoad to wed« and eipeet to find in bcv a 
lawful and a chaste wife. Call together then even ail the lielois 
of your colleague*, order .the loda and axea to be got n eed y : 
the qwuae of Kiliua ahaU aol remain in any other place than bin 
£ither*a hooae. Tbou^ yon !«&▼« taken from aa the piatectioa 
of tobanea, and an ai^eal to the RomaB people, the two bnl- 
warka which aecured our lfterty> yet tfaaie haa been n» gsast 
made to your luat oC abaelate domimoa over our wivee and 
daughtera. Vent your ftsy on our peaona and onr livea ; let 
chaatity» at least, find safety. If any vioienee is efieied: io^ae, 
I shall appeal for succour tp the citizena now present in behalf 
of my spouee ; Yiiginiua will appeal to the eoldisBs in bdialf 
of his only daughter j and all of na to the godli, and to all 
menkind: nor shall you ever carry that aentence into efiiMt 
while we have life to pvevent it. I charge yon, Appiua, eo»* 
sider %fpm and aoain to what.lengUis you are proceeding : let 
Viigimua, when ne comes, determine what nieesuioa m will 
pnmue in regard to hia daaghtee; only of this I would have hia 
aasured, that if he submiks to this man'a claim #f obtaining th« 
custody of her, he must seek another match for hia daumer : 
aa for me, m vindication of the liberty of my sponae, I will 
fecfeit my life aoonec than my honoor.*' 

46. The jpaaaiena («f the multitude were now vsieed, and theve 
waa every sign of a vislent contest ensuing. The tietors had 
gathered round Iciliua, but proceeded, however, no ferthev than 
threats,, when Apnius said, that ** the defence of Viigkiia waa 
not the motive which actuated Iciliua ; but, turbulent by naUue^ 
and breathing, at that instant, the spirit of the tribuneabip, he 
waa seekiiH^ an occasiM of sedition. He would not, however, 
at that time» give him matter to weik on : but, in order to con- 
vince him at once that this indulgence was granted, not to his 
petulance, but to tlw riwent Virgmms, to the name ol thefathei^ 
and to liberty, he would not then decide theceuae^ nor interpose 
any decree ; he would even re^ieat of Biai^uadaudius to depatC 
somewhat from his jight, and aofier the maiden to be bailed unfit 
the neat day. But if on tfa^nezt day the fetber did not attend, he 
Mw 0w» notice to Mine^aQd to pemonalike leiiiua, that, aa ili 
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IT, htwMtdtKii fiiilt»«iipp6yt Im own hm ; imt, ast^teevni- 
w^tsiiMMrapioper^tgre^of reMhrtion; iHMT should 1w can to- 
mHmt like Uc^on of Mb e«IlMgde^ to eheck the eff(^ of the 
mneBt«f8#f aedition, kit be eontent wHIk fan own lictDts/' The 
%tec«tioti eThis kiiq«Rtoua ieeiMi heing thoe deferred, the atf- 
tecaiet ef liw gtri hxmg rethed, resDlved, firat of tR, that the 
toethar ^ leiliua aad tiie ton of Ntmiitoriue^ active yonng men, 
AcfM mC off dixoctty^ and wilh ali posaibte haste call homo 
VfrgioiM fit>nii the camp, ae^ialiiting him that " the sa^y of 
tiie moMlen depMided on hie wing ptcaent^n time next day to 
pMtect her fioin injoiy^'' Hie^^ eet out the instanl the j received 
their directional and with all fiio tpeed tiieir horsee could mako, 
earned the ooeooirt to her MbBt In the meantime, the claims 
am of ^he naiden orged iotlins to pfofeaa himaelf a defendant 
in the eoaae^ and to piodnce eotetiea. This, however, IciKna 
i]^ in Older that the melMen^ra despatched to the cwaop 
ht gain the iongetf time for their journey, telling l^im that he 
I piopidng to (to ao. The whole moltitade, on this, held op 
fheir haada, and evecy one showed himself ready to he surety to 
leiUtts. To tiiem he repbedi teats at the sunc time filHng htt 
evee : **l am thankfiil for yoor goodness t to-ipomow I win 
cttdm your assiatanee ; at present I have snfllcient sureties.* 
Tixf^nia woa then admitted to bait on the seemrity of her rela- 
tions. AppiBB, after remaming on the thhonal for a jiiort timo^ 
inat beahonld aeem to have sat merely for the sake of the pres- 
ent hnstDeas, and finding that no one applied to him, the general 
anxiety abont Virginia calling their attention from every other 
■objeot, retired to hie house, and wrote to his colleague* hi 
camp, not to allow Virginius to leave it, and even to keep him 
in confinement. Thia wicked scheme, ao it deserved, was' too 
late to anoeeed ; for Yixginina,' having aheady got leave of ab- 
oence, had aet out at the first wateh ; so that the letter for 
detohunff him, wfaieh was delivered in 4e mornings necessarily 
pKodooed no efiect. 

47. In the city a vast mnltitude of citizens were assembled 
in the forona at dayhraak, foE of ahxion» expectation . Yiigin* 
ina, clad in mourning, and accompanied by a great number of 
advocates, led hie danght«r mto the fonim, habited in weeds, 
^noling her diatreas, and attended by a number of matrons. 
Tlhero ho began to solicit each man's favour ; and not only ro^ 
qneoted (heir aid, as a boon granted to hia prayers, but demanded^ 
it as his due, reminling them, that " he stood daily in the field 
of battle in defence of their wives and children ; nor was there 
any man who had given gieater proof of valocff and in&epiditf 
in aotion than ha had donow Yet what did this avail, if, whilo 
4o oitgr «M aeowe fiondan^ir, Jihair ohtkben woco oxpoMd to: 
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I MM ffWfooM w could be dreaded, if it were taken lif 
an enemy V* With such dncouraes, uttered in a nuumer as i 
he were addreeaing a public asaembly, he apidied to the people 
indiTidually. Iciliua addressed them yiilk hke arguments ; ud 
the female attendants, by their silent tears, afiected them more 
deeply than any words could do. Appius, whoes mind was 
hardened against all such occurrences — ^violent madness, rather 
than love, having perverted bis understanding — ascended the tii- 
bunal ; snd when the claimant had just beffuii to uige, that 
•« through partiality, he had refused yesterdaj- to pnmounce 
judgment in l^e cause,'* Appius, without allowmg him to pro- - 
eeed in stating his claim, or giving Virffinius an o|qpartunity of 
answexing, delivered his sentence. The discourse with which 
he introduced his decree some ancient writers hsTS set down, 
perhaps with truUt ; but as I nowhere find any one that seems 
ukely to have been used on occaoon of such an iniquitous busi- 
ness, I think it best to represent the plain fact, of which there 
is no doubt : he decreed that she should be held in bondsge un- 
til the final decision. At first, all were struck motionless with 
astonishment at auch an atrocious proceeding. Silence then pre- 
vailed for some time : afterward, when Marcus Claudius went 
to seixe the maiden, where she stood in the midst of the ma- 
trons, and was opposed by the women with lamentable cries of 
grief, Viiginiua, stretchine forth his hands in a menacing atti- 
tude towards Appius, said : ** Appins, I betrothed my daughter 
to Icilius, not to thee ; and I have educated her for a wife, not 
for a harlot. Do you intend^ that men ahall indulge their hist 
promiscuously like cattle and wild beasts 1 ^Whether these 
present will endure such things I know not ; bat thoiae who 
carry arms I hope never will." The claimant of the maiden 
beiiiff forced back by the crowd of wotaien and advocates who 
stood round her, silence was commanded by the crier. 

48. The decemvir, whoee mind was waiped hj his ongorem- 
able lust, said, that " the abusive langusge of Icilius yesterday, 
and the violence of Yirfftnius now, the whde Roman people 
were witnesses of; but Oiat he had learned, on good autbcmty, 
that during the whole night cabals had been held for the puxpose 
of stirrinff up sedition. Wherefore, being aware of the dis- 
putes likely to ensue, he had come down with a band of men in 
arms, not with a design of injuring any person who should de- 
mean himself, but of punishing in a manner suited to the majesty 
o( government such as should presume to disturb the tranquil- 
lity of the stote. It will, therefore,** said he, "be your better 
way to remain quiet. Go, lictor, remove the crowd, and make 
way for the owner to seize his slave.** When, bursting with 
ppssion, he had thundered oat th^se words, the mnltitQde o^ 
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ih»nmlyw iralmte^y w^ftsnM^ and the miiden ct»od AmaftMi 
a prey to ii^uctiee. Vii^gimiM tbem^ woeinw ■» prospect of mbi*!- 
ance £rom any qoarter^ aaid : ^ Appiui^ I oMraat you^ fint, to 
nMie aUowanco for a 4th«r'« unei, if I have aiada um of tob 
haraU expresaioBs towaids you ; and noxt, to allow mo hero, ib 
the proaence of tlie maidon, to inquire of her auiae tl»» tmth 
of ttiis affair ; tkUifl )«▼« boett &laej^ taHod War fathcar, I 
may depart bence witb laore loaignation." Pormi^en beiittr 
granted, he drew the nlaidea aodlier wane aaide to the ahe£ 
near the temple of CloacJoa, fi6w eafled the new ahodlB, and 
there, anatohmg % knife fiom a* bntehec, phnig«d it mio Ub 
daughter'a hreaat, with theaa worda c ** in thia raaMierf-ni^ child, 
the only ia my .pow^, do I aeouro your tibtrty." Then 
looking back on Appias, ** Withth^ blooid, A^piua^ add he, <*I 
devote thee and thioa hoad loporditioa." Appinay^alannedat the 
cry raised at aiich a hoitid diMd« ocdwad Y irpniua to be seized. 
But he, dearii;^ a passage with the weapon wherevar he weni, 
and protected also 1^ a great nan^ker of young men who es- 
corted hia» made hia wear to the gate. - Icfliua and Nttuutohua 
raised up Uie lifeless body, and edposed It to the view of the 
|ke(^, d^lonng the viUany of Appius, the fttal beauty oi tho 
maiden, and the necessity which had urged die ihtlker to the act. 
The muttons who followed joined their excftamationa : **'Wt!tt 
these the conseqoenoes of rearing chihlten } Ware th«so tho 
rewards of chastity 1" with other moumfal veflitetioiia, Mtch a* 
axe sufl^ted by gfief to women, and which, from the greatet 
aensibuity of their tender minds, are always the mteet afibotiBg^ 
The discourse of the men, end partieuluiy of Icilias^ tamed 
entirely on their beings denrived ^f tho proteetion of tribunoa) 
and conse(^uently of appealft to tha people^ iSDd>mt tho iiidigBi<^ 
ties thrown on alL 

40. Th^ passions of the multitude were stronjgty ozeitodf 
partly by the viUany of the decemvir, partly by their hopes thai 
the occasion might be imptoyed to the recovery of libeviy. 
Appius now ordered Iciliua to be called before him ; then, ba 
his refusing to attend, to be seised : at laat, whan the baadlea 
were not su^red to como near him, be himself with a batid of 
young patricians, pushing throng the crowd, oideiied<him to bo 
taken into confinement. By thia time, there had collected round 
Icilios, not only the midtitude^ but persons fit to head that mu^ 
iitude, Lucius Vslerius and Msxcos Horatiua, who, driving back 
his lictor, told Appius, that " If he meant to proceed in a legal 
way, they would "be secarity for leilius aoainst any charge whwh 
he, as a private citixeo, should bring. If he should attempt to 
make use of force, in that point too th^ would not be his in^ 
lioa." Aiitfioiw «cu& eiifu«d. Thadeceonr'alictorattackp 



S^ikUitade oiUy caJIed out witb 9a» Toie« ihat Luoo* YalsRw 
«^ M«rcu9 Hovatius migU b^ «ent, aod to tiiMB tkey woold 
giYe tbek aof wer. 

^1. Wliieii th« depvyties wem dMmiaBed^ Vkgianw r waade d 
1^ soldiers " bow mkck thej^Md bef» «HA)aiiB8Bedi» » csm of 
BO extrtprdinary difficult, in eoiiceqy«Dc« of theif bcwn^ « muU 
Utude withottt a head ; and tlwa tbe aaswor giveB, thoogh not 
inezpediant, was the resuil rather of an accidental ocMBvaneo 
than of a cosicerted plan ; bitTeeommesded to them &«>ef(MPe to 
elect ten pezson% who shjHild. pteside in the diiectioh«f thsk 
ajQfairs, apd, in the style of nulitaxy difoity^ be called tvibOBOs 
of the soldieia." This honour be»g of ered« in tfas first placoy to 
bimseli|[ he said : *^ Reaerro to a jnoctvitt more fa^^> betb to 
^ou and me^ auch ez|pKesaioBa of yjour good of^inion m me It 
18 neither possiUe for BEie, while vgr ^sa^ifatar ia xmrevcnged^ to 
teap satisfaction from any honour, was is it expedient for yom, m 
the present disordei^ed stale of the ceasnoisweadth, to \myte tboM 
ajt your head who are most obnoxious to party ma^e. if I eaii 
be of ai:\y service, n^ rematnin^^ in a pfrivste capacity will m. bo 
degree prevent it." They accordingly elected ten mffitasy tiib- 
unes. IVor was, the asmfy in the country of ^e Sabine* inaciivet. 
There alao> at the instance of IcUius and NvautoriiMv a aeces- 
fkm from t^ decemvira wm made^ men bcao^ no lesa strongly 
agitated by having the murder e( ^licciua recaMed to their ^foemo* 
IV, than by the recent accovnt> of the baibsjEOtta attewptagainef 
the cha;$tity of Virginia* When le&iia heasd thsA drihj^a of 
the soldiers had been e^eted on, tbe Aventine, ha fiMFeJRstfho 
assembly of election in the city might follow the toad of the 
military assembly, and chooso' the same persona tnbimes eC- the 
Qommona. Being well versed in pi^ular intrifoes, and atmi«| 
himself at that office, he tods care that, bafona they procaedeS 
to the city, the same number of sol^en, with ecnial* pow^s^ 
should be elected by (he party then wi)& him. They entered 
the city in military array, through the C^ine.gatEe, and oon« 
tinued their march in a body through the middle el the city to 
tbe Aventine. Th«re, in conjunction with the olher aanny, tfaey 
gave directions to the twenty trtbanea of the aoldieis to obeose 
two out of their number who w«re to hdd iha conMMtnd-m- 
chief: they chose Marcus Oppiiia and Sextoa Manlina. The 
senate were alarmed for the geneml aafety ; but tluw^h they aat 
every, day, they sj^ent more timo in wm^^ing than m dehbera* 
tion: the decemvirs were upbraided withi the murder of SieeiM^ 
the lust of Appius, and the disgraoea which they had incuned 
in war. It was resolved, at length, that Valeriiifl and Hoiatiiia 
should proceed to the Ai^entioe: but tbey leftiaed t» go thither 
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tn any other tenns than those of the decemvin lemgning the 
badges of office, their title to which had expired a year before. 
The decemviA, remonstrating against the severity of degrading 
them to the common level, declared that they would not resign 
their authority until the purpose of their election should be /m- 
filled by the ratification of the laiys. 

52. The commons, on being informed by Marcus DuilUus, 
who had been plebeian tribune, that the time was passed by the 
patricians in continual disputes, and no business done, removed 
firom the Aventine to the Sacred Mount: for DuUlius had 
assured them that " the senate would never attend seriously to 
the business until they saw the city deserted ; that the Sacred 
Mount would remind them of the firmness of the commons : 
and that they would then discover that the re-establishment of 
concord was impracticable without the restoration of the tribu- 
nitian office.'* Marching along the Nomentan road, then called 
the Ficulnean, they encamped on the Sacred Mount, imitating 
the moderation of their fathers, in refraining from eveiy act of 
violence. The army was followed by the commons, not one, 
whose age would permit him, refusing to go. Their wives and 
children attended their steps, asking, m melancholy accents, to 
whose care they were to be left, in such a city, where neiUier 
chastity nor liberty were safe 1 So general a desertion, beyond 
what was ever known, left every part of the city void, not a 
creature being even seen in the forum, except a few very old 
men, when the senators were called into their house. Thus the 
fofum appearing entirely forsaken, many others, with Horatius 
and Valerius, began to exclaim : ** Conscript fathers ! how lon^ 
will yon delay 1 If the decemvirs will not desist firom their 
obstinacy, will ye suffiir every thins to sink into ruin! And 
you, decemvirs, what is this power which you so positively refiise 
to part with 1 Do you intend to administer justice to bare wall? 
and empty houses 1 Are you not ashamed that the number of 
your lictors should exceed that of all the other citizens in the 
forum 1 What do you propose to do, should the enemy advance 
to the city 1 What, if the commons, finding that we are not 
mov^ by their secession, should presently come in arms? Do' 
you chooafi that your command should be terminated by the fall 
of the city 1 Tlie case stands thus : either we must lose tha 
commons, or they must have their tribunes. We would soon»3r 
part with our patrician maeistrates than they with the plebeian. 
Tlie office of tribunes, when it was a thin^ unknown and 
nntried, they extorted from our fathers ; and it is much moi ' 
improbable that, after having tasted the sweets of it, thev will 
pot up with its loss, especially as weMo not exercise authority 
with such moderation as to prevent their standing in need o 
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pRitMlioa.^ Anaiied Vy«ach argnmenls fiwn Btery qawMf 
and ove^ ww^ re d by tKe umtcd opinions of all, tbe decemfWi 
^land that, wnce it waa judged nccewaiy, thef wavM aatai* 
to die iftdera of the aenate. IImb ojdy th^ reqawfted, that th^ 
would affotd them protection from the rage of , the oppenle 
party : warning them, at the vame fhne, not to sidfer the cwn- 
mona, by the spilling of fteiT blood, to come into the practice 
of inflicting jranishment on patricians. • • . 

68. Valenns and Howtius were then deputed to invite the 
eomriions to return, on auch conditions ^s they tfcouH judge 
proper, lind to adjust a'fl matters in dispute. The y wer e ordered 
also to take measuxes for securing the decemyiia from Uie rage 
and violence of the populace. On fteir airiral at ^le canqp, 
they were received with excessive joy, as havmg evidently 
proved ti^emsetves the patrons of liberty, both at tiie commence- 
ment of the distmbances, and on the determination of^ihm 
busmess. Tor this Ihcy received thanks on their coming, IciliQa 
addressing them in the name of the whole ; and ^^raen they 
began to treat about conditions, the same person, on the deputies 
haquiring what were the demands of Ae commons, proposed, m 
purauaticeof a phm which had been adjuirted before their ani- 
ral, wjdb" terms as plainly evinced ttot they grounded -Aear 
expe<itatt0D8 on the equity of their cause, raUier than on theit 
strength ; for they onty required the restitution of the tribom- 
tian office, and tJie privilege of appeal, by which the risfata of 
'flie commons bad been guarded beforia the creation of decem- 
virs ; and that no one should suflFer for having instigate the 
soldiery of the commons to procure the restoration of fibettf 
by a secession. Ttey v^ere^ intemperate oidy in respect to m 
punishment of the decemvirs ; for they expected "that they 
ahould be delivered into their hands, and Ihey threatened to 
bfum theifl alive. In reply, the deputies said : " Such of your 
demands as have been the result of deliberation are so equitable, 
that they ought to be Toluntarily offered to you ; for the object 
of them is the attamment of a security for liberty, not for 
unbounded license to violate the rights of e/thers. But the 
dictates of your-resentment we must rather pardon than indul^ ; 
for, throi^gh your detestation of cruelty, you jure precipttatmg 
youraiilves into the very vice which you abhor ; and befo re yoa 
can well be said to be free yourselves, you wish to act the tyrant 
over your adversaries. Is our state never to eojoy rest from 
punirimient, dther inflicted by thepatricians on the Roman cobs- 
mons, or Xry the commons on the patricians t You stand in 
need of a shield, r^her. than of a sword. It is abundantly 
sufficient to humble a man so far as that he shall live on an 
equal footing ^with the rest of his countrymen, neither oSaaag 
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mr endanBff'nijtiry. Beaideft» ahoold you ctw cboow to render 
yoHnelves oojects of terror, when you shall have ncovered yevr 
BUfftstntefl, ixxi your lawa, and shall have, power in your IniMia 
of deckliiig on our lives aad fortunes, then you will determine 
•coeiding to the merit of each case ; at present, it is auOcieBt 
to Require the restoiation of liberty*" 

54. Having, witb univeEsal consent, received jpeimiaskm. to 
act as they thoiKht proper, the depotiee assured them that tbigr 
would qieedily bring back a final setttament of the bnsiayne ; 
and, returning, reported to the senato the message from the 
commons. On wKich the other decemvirs, fiodii^ that, beyond 
their hopes, no mention was made of any punisfameot boin^ 
Deserved kix them, raised no objection.^ Appios, ateln ia his 
nature, conscious that he was the object of particulav detesta- 
tion, atid measuring the rancour of othem towaida him by his 
own towaids them, said : '^I amnotblindto^fiitAwfaichhaagi 
over me. I see that violent pioceedinffi agamst na are dofenvl 
until our arma are surrendered into the iiaiMs of our adviiiarios. 
Blood must be ofiered to the rage of the popolaeow I myaalf 
DO longer demur to resign the office of decemvir." A. decroe 
of the senate was then made, that " the decemvirs sbonld, 
without delay, resisn their offioe : that Qitintios Furins, chief 
jMntifi; should hoMT an election of plebeian tribunes,, and that 
no one should sufier on acooont of the secession of the soktieia 
and commons." As soon as these decrees wem finished, the 
senato was dismissed, and the decemvira, coming tavih to tho 
comitium, made a reai^tion of their office, to the extranw 
joy of all. News of this was carried to the commoosi Wha^ 
ever People there were remaining ii^.the city escoited the dep<^ 
ties. Tnis was met by anothM* ppoceasion fiom the rmim^ 
ezoiiing with ioy ; and they mutually congratulated each other 
on the re-ectomishinent of liberty and conom in the state. Tho 
deputies addressed the assembly thus : '* Be it advantaaeoua, 
fortunate, and hap|>y to you, and to the commonwealth. Aetna 
into your native city, to your household ^i;ods» yow wtvca, and 
children : the same moderation with which you have belutved 
here, where, notwithstanding the great consumption of oeeessi- 
oes in so large a multitude, no man*a field has been injured, thai 
moderation cany with you into the city. Go to the AventtM^ 
whence you removed, in that auspieioos pUce. when yoa 
took the (rat stop towarda liberty^^ou shall elect tribunes of 
the commons : m chief pontiff will attend, and preside in tho 
assembly." Great were the applauses given, and^the eheav- 
fullest i^iobstion waa shown of every thins which was done. 
They then hastily raised the standards ; and, as they marehad 
towanb BiHne, vied with such as they met in expressions of 
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joy. ^They proceeded tinder arm«, in silence, through the city 
to the'' Aventine. There, the chief pontiff holding an assembly, 
they instantly elected tribunes of 'the commons ; first, Lucias 
Yii^nins ; then Lucias Icilius, and Publius Numitorius, uncle 
of Virginia, the first adirisers of the secession ; then Caius 
Sicinius, a. descendant of that man who is recorded as the first 
fribane of the commons elected on the Sacred Mount ; with 
Marcus Duillius, who had distinguished himself by his conduct 
m «the tribuneship, before the creation of the decemvirs, and 
who, daring the contest with them, had not failed to exert him- 
self in the support of the common cause. At Jthe same time 
were elated, rather on account of hopes entertained of their 
fiitare conduct, than of their previous deserts^ Marcus TlUnius, 
Matcas Pomponius, Caius Apronius, Publius Villius, and Cains 
Oppius. Lucius Icilius, as soon as he entered on the office of 
tribune, proposed t6 the Commons, and the commons ordered, 
that no person should suffer on account of the secession from 
the decemvirs. Immediately after, Duillius carried a proposi- 
tion for electing consuls, with privilege of appeal. Ail this 
was transacted in an assembly ofthe commons m the Flaminiaii 
meadows, now called the Flaminian circus. 

65. After this, under the direction of an interrez, consols 
were elected. [A. U. C. 806, B. C. 446.] These were Lucius 
Valerias and Marcus Horatius, who entercMi immediately on the 
exercise of their office. Their consulate was popular. Bat 
though unattended by any actual ill-treatment of the patricians, 
it yet incutted their displeasure ; for they imagined that what- 
ever added to the liberty of the commons was necessarily a 
diminution of their own power. First of all, as if it were a 
point in controversy whether the patricians were bound by regu- 
lations enacted in an assembly of the commons, a law was pass- 
ed in an assembly of the centuries, " that whatever was ordered 
hy the commons collectively should bind the whole people ;** 
a law wlHch gave the keenest edge to such propositions as 
might be introduced by the tribunes. Another law, introduced 
by a consul, concerning the right of appeal, (a singular secarity 
to libeity, and which had been subverted by the power granted 
to the decemvirs,) they not only revived, but guarded for the 
time to come, by farther enacting, " that no magistrate should 
«ver be chosen from whom there should not be a right of appeal ; 
and that if any person should cause the election of such, then it 
should be lawful and right to put that person to death, and the 
killing of him should not be accounted a capital offence." 
When they had provided sufficient barriers for the commous, by 
the right of appeal on one side, and the aid of the tribunes on 
the other, they renewed to the tribunes themselves the privilege 
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«f ^wg deeiM «aend Mhd innolaUe, a nuitur ^ie)i now Ini 
been abnoet fovffotten, leriYiDg, kIm ftr the paipote, eeitua 
c«ieB»iuea whidi had been kmg diseeed ; end they not 9tAf 
rendered then invieUble hf thie religieuB mslitBtioR, hot hy i 
Uw, enActkig, that *< whoevec afaonld effn injufy to the tri^ttMe 
ef the Goamooe* the ediiee, the jwdgee, his penon ehenU b# 
devoted to Jupiter, and his proper^ confiecatod at the temple 
«f Cecea, Lifanr, and Liberia, hmyen denf that any one it 
tiun rendered sacred end inviolablet ; hot admit that the penott 
who does mjmy to any of the abftve-naaied ta deeded to ho 
devoted. A«cocdingly an edfle ia eometimee seised, and pvt m 
confinement by supenor magistrates, whieh, thoogh it ie not a 
legal pioeeediag, es afisnding asainBt a person ennipred by this 
law, ie yet a sudBcient piotf &A sueh person ia not deemed 
aacred and invioUbleu It is alleged, howeter, by some, that the 
tabonee became aacred and inviolable, in conseqoence of the 
ohl oath taken by the eommons when they first created that 
office ; ^hile other expoaitois havo aappoeed that, lathis Horn* 
tian law^ the same exemptions were extended to the consida 
aleo, the eonaaia being termed jud|(ea ; and to the pretois, aa 
being Reeled under tM same aospiees with the oonsnls. Bvt 
that exposition is refuted by this argument, that in those times 
it was not the custom, aa it has been since, to caH a consul 
judge, but pretor. These were the laws proposed by the con- 
anb. A rmlation was also made hj the same consuls, that the 
decrees of the senate ahould be deposited with the plebeian, edilee 
m the temple of Ceies ; the^ had hitherto been mqnently su|^ 
tteesed and.alterad at -the pleasure of the consols. Afarcoe 
builUus, plebekn tribune, afterward proposed to tho commons, 
«tid tbe eommons enacted, that ^ whcfsver should cause th« 
commons to be left without tribunes, or any masistrate to be 
elected from whom there was no appeal, should be penished 
with stripes, and beheaded.'' AU tkese transactions, though 
highly disagreeable to the patricians, passed without oppositioit 
from them, because no severity was yet aimed at any pturticulat 
person. 

66. The tribunaian office and the liberty of the co^^ona 
being diua fixed on a solid foondatioo, the tribunes, iudgmg it 
now seasonable and aafe to attack individuals, singled out Vir- 
-flinius as the first prosecutor, and Appins defendant. Virginius, 
having preferred a diarge against Apfstus, and the latter commg 
to the ferum, attended by a crowd of young patricians, the sieht 
of him and his attendants instantly recalled to eveij mind hie 
ibocking abuses of authority. Virginius then said : ** Lon|> 
speechea are only of uae in cases of a doubtful nature. I shall 
tLBielare neither waale time in descanting before yon on the gniH 
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•f this mpn, fiom whoae entity you l»'ra rescue^joanelTes f^ 
ibfce of urns ; nor will I suffer him to add impudence to his 
erimes, in endeavours to exculpate himself. Wheiefore, Amnos 
Claudius, I remit to .you all the^ impious and flagitious deeds 
which duimg two jreais past you have dared to commit in con- 
stant sttceession. With respect to one charge, unless you name 
A judge, and engage to acquit yourself of having, contraiy to 
die laws, sentenced a iiee.person to slavery, I order' that yon be 
taken into custody." Neither in the protection of the tribunes^ 
nor in a sentence of the people, could Aroius place any hope : 
yet he called on the tribunes for aid ; and when that was disre- 
garded, and he was seized by the bailiff, cried out, ** I appeal.** 
This expression, the peculiar safeffuard of liberty, otter^ from 
that mouth which had so lately threatened the subv6r»on of 
liberty, caused a general silence, while all with earnestness 
observed one to another, that ** at length it appeared that there 
were gods, and that they did not disregard the afiairs of man- 
kind. That the punishments which attended pride and cruelty, 
though they miffA come late, were not light. That he now 
nlea&d for the right of uppetXy who had abolished that right : 
ke implored the protection m the people, who had trodden under 
foot all the peofue's rights : and he, who hi^ so lately doomed 
a iiee person to slavery, was himself refused the privilege of 
liberty, and dragged to prison." Amidst theiie murmurs of the 
assembly, Appius* voice was also heard, imploring the protection 
of the pec^le. He enumerated ** the services of his ancestors 
to the state, both in peace and vfrar ; his own unfortunate zeal 
for the interest of the Roman commons, when, for the sake of 
obtaining equitable laws, he resigned the- consulship, to the high 
displeasun of the patricians : mentioning his own laws ; and 
that while they yet remained in force, the framer •( thsm was 
to be dragged to prison. But the peculiar advantages or disad- 
vantages attending his case he would endeavour to set in t 
liBoper light when he should be allowed to make his defence, 
▲t present, by the common^right of every member of. the etate^ 
he, a Roman citizen, accused of an offence, demanded libert; 
«f qMDung in bis own behalf, and the benefit of a ^al before 
the Kman people. That his apprehensions irem the popular 
age were not ao great as to deprive him of all hope from the 
equity and compassion of his countrymen. But if he was led 
to prison without being heard, he again called on the tribunes 
«f the commons, and warned them not to follow the example 
of those who were the objects of their hatred. But ahould the 
tribunes acknowledge themselves to have combined in the same 
land- of confederacy, for abolishing the right of calling for 
^leir protection, which they charged the deeemvizs with having 
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ianaodf Uwh he appealed to the people, and impkned the benefit 
of the Uwa conceminff appeals, passed that very yeai at the 
instance of the conaoTs and of the tribdnee: for who was to 
appeal, if that privilege was refused to a person on whom no 
sentence was pas s e d, and who had not been heard in his defence 1 
What plebeian or person in a low station coold expect to find 
protection in the laws, if Appfus Glaodhis found none 1 Hie 
case. would affiood a proof whether, by the new regnlatione, 
tyranny or hberty was established ; and whether appeals to the 
tribunes and people against the injustice of magMtrates were 
dGectnally granted, or only held oat m show, to amuse the people 
with empty words." 

67. Viiginius, on the other hand, affirmed that Appms Claii* 
dins was & only person who was not entitled to any of the privi- 
leges of the laws, nor of civil not even of human society : de- 
•iied people to " look at the tribunal, that tbrtrsss, where evefy % 
kmd of wickedness has been exercised with impunity ; where 
that perpetual decemvir, ventins his iuiy on the goods, the per«^ 
sons, and lives of the citizens, threatennig all with his rods and 
axee, showing an utter contempt both of gods and men, encom* 
passed with executioners, not lictors, changing at length bis 
pursuits frmn rapines and murders to the gratifications of lust. 
Dad, before the eyes of the Roman people, torn a fireebom maid 
from the embraces of her fiitfaer,-as if she had been a captive 
taken in war, and given her as a present to one of his elients^ 
the pander of his secret pleasures; where, by a cruel decree, 
and a decision dictated b^ the blackest villany, he aimed the 
hand of a father a^inst hia child ; where, more strongly affect- 
ed by the disappointment of his unruly passion than by her 
untimely death, he had ordered the uncle and spouse of the 
maid, while employed in nising her lifeless body, to be dn^ged 
to prison. The prison was buflt fi>r him as well as for others, 
though he used to caU it the mansion of the Roman commons. 
Wherefore, however frequently he mi^ht appeal, he would as ^ 
fimqnently insist on his abiding the decision of a judge, on the 
charge of his having sentenc^ a free person to slavery. And 
if he declined appearing before a judge, would now oider him, 
as convicted, to be carried into confinement." Accordingly he 
was thrown into prison ; a step which, though disapproved by 
name in point of justice, yet gave occasion to much serious 
reflection ; the commons themselves considering their power 
as carri^ nther too hi, in the punishment inflicted on a person 
of such consequence. The tnbone deferred the trial to a dis- 
tant day. Meanwhile, ambassadors came to Rome from the La- 
tinea and Hemicians, with congratulations on the re-establish- 
ment of concord between the patricians and commons, and, •• 



wk •fttifig^ oBtbii aceoant to Jupiter mwmeif good and | 
canied to the oqiitol m golden ciown, of ibmH wbi^, am i 
•4 that time did not a^fond, and the werafaip of &e goda was 
perfomed witk greater piel^ than magniieenoe. 1^ aaatw 
peraene alao brought iwfaranatam that the ^qnaBaaad Yobciaaa 
were prepumg & war with the otBOat vigooe: The rnnania 
weoK therefore oad b i o d to divide tho pioviaeea betaieea Ihiiw. 
The Sabinet feft to Horatiul^ the JBqoana aad Veiaciana to Yfe- 



koae ; and eo higb^ were tbe^ veguded hf die < 

ehmninr a 1^ af tioopa for tiwee waca, not oatf the 
it meiir Mt eves a neat number el tlioaa who had aerrai 



out the legal time, attended, mostly as Tokuitoera, to giw m 
tkev namea.' Thna the abrengtk of the wxmj waa inoeaeed be- 
yond what waa uaaal, not amy. in respect of number, bi^- aiao 
of the kind of aoldierathat cooMoaed it ; a'conaideraUe paoper* 
#tioR of tboB heing vetaiana. Before tbey auirched out of tli^ 
ciiy they enmnred on facasa, and fixed up, mjuakUac Tiew, tiis 
laews of the McemTirs, which are catted tfao *'TwehreTablea :>* 
aeme writers, however^ say that this bneineas was pedoitoed hf 
the ediles, in pursuance of ordeia Iran the tisbunoa.. 



(8. Caioa Claudius, undo to Appiua, datoetiB^tha miquitaaa 
proceediaga of the deeemriia, ana, above all, duguated at the 
anogant conduct of his nephew, Ittd retired to BeatUuni, tbe 
country of hn ancestota. Alarmed^ howerer, at' me danger 
wiiich now thieatened the man whose yicea he had fled to mid 
the sight of, old as he was, hexetumed, in hopes of dcpceeating^ 
the impending miscluef. He appeared in tbe forum, clad in a 
mobrmng habit, and sunNranded by hia relationa and dependaata^ 
iiiq;>loi«d the favour and protection of every individttal eilizeft ha 
met with, and besought them ** not to throw such a stain <m the 
Claodian family, as to show that tbey thought them deserving of 
imprisonment tad chains ; represented to them that a person 
whose ima^ would be reyered among posterity, as dietinguiab* 
ed by the highest honours, the framer of their lawa, the fomider 
of the Roman jurisprudence, lay in fottexs among common 
thieves and robbers. He begged that they woidd for a whiki 
suspend resentment, and coi^ifoy their llioi^^ita in candid exam- 
ination and cool reflection, and grant to the intercession of such 
a number of Claudii the pardon of one individual^ mther than 
through hatred towards that one reject the players of a mnltitode : 
declaring that he himself, in his present conduct, was seated 
merely by are||ard to the tece and to the name ; for he had not 
renewed any mendly intereoorse with him fot whoee wretched 
sitoation he wished to find a remedy ; that, by fortitude, liberty 
had been recovered ; and by clemency, harmony might be estab- 
liahed arnaog the sevaral Mdeia of the state.'* Ha bxoi^ 
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•erenl to melbe to bis tide, rather in considenition of aoeh 
-Uodftble atttchment to his family, than of the merits- of him 
whose cause he espoused. On the other hand, Virgiraus bo- 
soi^t them, " rather to bestow their compassion on himself and 
daughter. He prayed them not to listen to the supplications of 
the Claudian family, but to those .of the near relations of Vir- 
ginity the three tribunes ; who, having been elected for the pro- 
tectioii of the commons, now, in their own cause, implored from 
those commons favour and protection." The tears of the latter 
seepoed more entitled to pity. Wherefore Appios, precluded 
from aU hope, voluntarily put an end to his life before the day 
arrived to which the trial had been adjourned. Immediately 
after, Publius Numitorius arraigpied Spurius Oppus, who stood 
next in the way of the public indignation, as having been present 
in the city when the unjust sentence was pronounced by his 
colleague. However, an act of injustice, committed by himself, 
drew on Of^ius ^rreater weight of resentment than his conduct 
in regard to Appius. A soldier stood forward, who reckoned op 
twenty-seven campaigns in which he had served ; during whica 
service, he proved that he had been eight times particularly dis- 
tinguished by honourable rewards. These rewards he produced 
to the view of the people ; and then, throwing open his garment, 
he i^wed his back mangled with stripes y beffgin^g no other 
terms of favour than that '< unless the accused (l^rius Oppius) 
could name any one offence of which he (the soldier) had ever 
been guilty, he then should have liberty* though, a private citizen, 
to repeat Uie same cruel treatment towards him/' Oppius wss 
thrown into prison, and, before the day of trial, pot an end to his 
life. The tribunes confiscated the property of Appius and Op- 
pius. Their colleagues went into exile, and their property was 
confiscated. Then Marcus Claudius, who laid claim to Viiginia, 
was brought to trial and condemned; but Virginius himself 
shoeing to a mitigation of the sentence, so far as it affected his 
life, he was discharged, and also went into exile to Tibur. And 
now the shade of Virginia, whose cause was best supported after 
her death, having roamed through so many families in quest of 
vengeance, rested in peace, none of the guilty being left uii» 
punished. 

59. The patricians were now filled with dreadful apprehen- 
sions-^for the tribunes seemed to wear the same countenance 
which had formerly marked the decemvirs — when Marcus Duil- 
lius, tribune of the commons, imposed a salutary restraint on 
tiieir power, tending as it was to excess, by telling them, " We 
have proceeded to a sufficient length, both in asserting our lib- 
erty, and in punishing our .enemies. Wherefore, daring the 
remainder of this year, I will not suffer any penon, either to be 



bnraght totrUI, or to bc^ |Mt into taatBxmomiv for I tbiak k 
h^fy improper that old cnmet, now baiied in oMiviop, should 
be agtiadngsed forth to notice, and after foeentoiioelimveWan 
ojqpiated by Uie puniahmwit of tbe deceavin. Add to fliii, 



that* we ha^e anikieBt aeenrity in the nn wutriiig attenCton ow 
shown by both ow eoneuls to tha intereata-el libevty, that no 
instance of BuacoBdnct wBl hencafarth ooenr wbieh cao^ raqulie 
the interposition of the trihonitian powar.'* TMs ModorafkioB of 
the tribuna fint dissipated the feaieof the patiiciane; and, at 
the same tioM, inereased their ill-will towards the consols ; fer 
they had been so smtiiely deen>ted to the mterssto of the eom 
monsi that even a plebeian magiatiatebad shown more reediness 
to consalt the Iftierty snd salety of the patriciena lha» they who 
were themselves of that order. lintoed, their eneiiiioe wen 
weary of inllMrling pMnishaaento on them beiRne the consuls riK>w- 
ed any inteatiott of op|iosing the Tiolenoe of these raeasnies ; 
and many said that the senate had betn^ed % weni of firamess 
in giving their approbatbn to the lews proposed ; in fact,, there 
was not a doubt hot that in this troubled state o# the pvbfie 
« a&irs th^ had yielded to the times. 

60. After all bnsineBB in the ci^r vma adtjnsCed, and therwhte 
of the commons firmly estaUiahed, the consuls depaitod to Sum 
respective provinces. Vafexins prudently delayed engaging wiA 
the armies of the .£qnans ani VotKiana^ who had I7 this 
time formed a junction in the district of Algidsm.- Had he 
attempted to bnog the matter to an immediato d oc i ai ea, each 
was the state of mind» both of the Romana and of their enemiea^ 
in consequence of the miafortunee wUeh had attended the 
auspicea of the decemvirs, that I know not whether the contest 
could have been decided without a heavy loss. Pitching his 
camp at the distance of a mile from that of the united army, he 
kept hia men %aiet. The enemy filled the middle space between 
the tw<? campa with their tnx^s; in order of battle, and save 
several challenges to fight, to which no Roman returned an 
anawer. Fatigued at lewfth with atonding and waiting in vain 
for an engagement, the J&juana and Volseians^ considering this 
aa ahnoat equivaleat to an acknowledgment'of Ae -victoiyin 
their favour, detached several parties to inake depredations ; 1 
againat the Henucmns, others against the lAtinea ; lei 
iraer a guard to the camp, than such a force as coiSld eOolU 
with the Romana. Aa aoon as the consut understood this, he 
retorted the mens^es which thsy hsd be^MPe used to him, and 
drawing up his troops, advanced to provoke them to battle : and 
when, m consequence of aa great a part of their force being 
absent, they declined to fight, the Romana inaUntly aaaoined 
finah courage, and k)oked on those troops aa already Tanquiahed 
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^4k>, ttroojAi fetr, kept within tlMir imapait. AftnTcmainintf 
(he whole my in readiness for action, they fetired «t the close of 
k. Hie Romans, on their pert, fuD of coHfi^ence, emplciyed the 
niglit in lefresfakig themselves; white the enemy, Tery different* 
ly afibeted, ^s^tched raessengerp in tlw atnost hoof to eveiy. 
qaaiter to caU in the phmdering psfties. 8iioh m vrtm in tM 
nearest fiilaces, retdmed with speed ; lihese ^nrho had gone to'k 
greater distance, could npt be feond. At the tet dnni, the Ro* 
mame marched out of their camp, resolTod 1o as s m it the enemy** 
rampart, if Aiey sheoM refuse to £ght ; and, when a great part 
ef the day had passed, and no movement was made by the ene- 
my, the coRsnl ofdered the treops to advance. On the army 
beginning to marc^, the ^uans and Yolscians, indignant that 
▼ictorioas troops were to he defended by a rampart, rather than 
Ijy Taiour Bn|d arms, demanded the signal for battle, in which 
taej were gratified by their kaders. And now, half of thea 
had cet oat of (he gatee, «id the rest tfoUowed in regidar onlec, 
taarching dewn^each to his own post, when t^ Roman conani, 
before & enemy^s line could be completed and strengthened 
with their whole fxte, advcncing to Uie eagagemenft, fell oa 
Ibem, and nras encountering an ansteady mukitade, who were 
berrying from ene place to another, ana throwing their eyee 
about on themsetvvs and their friends, he added to l3ieir conia- 
aion by a shoat, and a mtent onset. They at first gaveipoondt 
bet afterward collected their spintB ; their leaders, an every aido* 
«skin|^ them in tt^roach ^ they intended to yirid to yaa^niahed 
tmmiies ; and thcfigbt was renewed. 

tri . Or the other «de, the RoBMn coned desired his tiaope to 
ftHect, lAmi "^^ on that day, for the first time, they, as free man, 
foaghtte flame as alreecity; that IheywefO <lo cenquer ftr 
-Ifaemsdves, and notm orderto become apine lo the de c e mvi ri ; 
■ttiat they were not acting under the oiders ef Appba, bat of 
their consal Valeiias, deaoeaded from the d e i i i ciais of the ll»> 
-raan people, and himself one of their defi^ei a ia . Hebado then 
aht>w ifaat in the fermar btftdea the ftnlioe of victory had heaa 
owing lo the loaders, not to the soUhers. He told them ft would 
be scandatoue to evince a greater courage against their oonvtry- 
tnen than against their etwiaiea, and to bemoie afraid of sia«»> 
ly at home than abroad ; that Tirstnia had notpeshaps been the 
^alypereon whose chastity was in danaer m time of jieaoa; 
bat that Appioe, their countryman, was ttie only oneiiemwhoBO 
Inst danger was to be dreaded ; and that, shotud the finrtnae of 
itaar turn againet them, the thildnn-of avaiy nneisf them mwild 
bo klftehaBardfrom so many thousands of enemies. Thatho 
was anwining, on account of the omen, to mention such thiage 
as neither Jupiter nor Father Mars would sufier to happen to a 
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city built under such auspices.^ He put them in nund of the 
Aventine and Sacred Mounts, and that ** they ought to bring 
back dotninion unimpaired to that spot where a few months ago 
they had obtained liberty ; to show that the Roman soldiers 
retained the same abilities after the expulsion of the decefn^irs 
which they had possessed before their appointment, and that the 
valour of the Roman peoplp was not diminished by the establish- 
ment of laws which equalised their rights." After, speaking to 
this purpose among the battalions of the infantry, he flew from 
thence to the cavalry. *' Come on, young men !" said he ; ** show 
that you excel the infantry in valour, as you excel them in honour 
and in rank. ' The infancy, at the first onset have made the ene- 
my give way ; before they recover the shock, give the reins to 
your horses, and drive them out of the field ; they will not stand 
against your charge, and even* now they lather hesitate than 
resist." They spurred on their horses, and drove furiously 
against the enemy, already disordered by the attack of the foot; 
and after they ha^ broken through the ranks, and pushed on to 
the rear of their fine, a part, wheeling round in Uie open space, 
cut off their retreat to the camp, towards which the mater num- 
ber now began to fly on all sides ; and, by riding en^fore, com- 
pelled them, through fear, to take another course. The line of 
mfantry, with the consul himself,' and the main body of the army, 
rushed into the camp, and made themselves masters of it, killing 
a vast number, ana getting possession of considerable booty^ 
The news of this victory was can;ied both to the city and to the 
, camp in the country of the Sabines : in the city it excited only 
general joy ; in the camp it fired the minds of the soldiers wiu 
emulation of the glory ttieif fellow-soldiers had acquired. Ho- 
ratius had already, inured them to the field by excursions and 
skirmishes, so that they began rather to place confidence in them- 
selves than to think of the ignominjr which had been incurred 
under the command of the decemvirs ; while these slight en- 
gagements had strengthened their hopes with regard to a gene- 
ral one. The Sabines, at the same time, who were rendered 
presumptuous by their successes in the last year, ceased not to 
provoke and urge them to fight ; asking, " why they wasted time 
m excursions and retreats like marauders ; and, instead of making 
one main effort to decide a single war, multiply their operations 
into a number of insignificant skinnishes 1 Why not come to a 
general engagement m the field, and let f(Mtane determine the 
victory at once ?" 

6S. The Romans, besides that they had now acquired a l^gii 
degree of courage, were exasperated at the dishonour which it 
would reflect on them, if the other army were to return victot^ 
ous to Rome, while they lay exposed to the abuse and insults 
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of the enemy. " And when/' said they, ** ehalf we ever be a 
match 'for that enemy, if we are not at present V When the 
consul nnderstood that such were the sentiments generally ez- 
messed by the soldiers in the camp, he called them to an assem- 
bly, and said : ** Sofdiers, I sappose you have heard the issue of 
tlw campaign in Algidum ; the army have behaved as bectme 
the army of a free people. Thnragh the judicious conduct of 
my coUe^fue, and the bravery of ue soldiers, victory has been 
obtuned. For nsy mart, what plan I am to adopt, or what 
degree of resolution I am to mamtain, d^iends on you. The 
war may either be prolon||[ed with advantage, or it may be 
Ixrought to a speedy conclusion. If it is to be prolonged, I shall 
take cara that, through nieans of tiie same discipline with which 
I began, your hopes and your valour shall every day increase. 
If you have already sufficient courage, and wish for a speedy 
decision, come on ; raise here a shout, such as you would raise 
«n the field: thatwiU demonstrate at once your inclinations 
and your qHrit." The shoot beinff given with uncommon 
alacrity, he assured them that, ** with the good favour of fortune, 
he would comply with their desire, and next moifting lead them 
to the field.'* The remainder of that day was spent in putting 
tiieir arms in order. On the following, as soon as the Sabines 
perceived that the Romans were fonomg their line of battle, they 
also marehed out, having for a lonff time ardently wished for an 
opportunity of fitting. The batSe was such as mk;fat be ex 
pected between armies, both of whom were assured of their own 
covo^age ; the one animated by a long and uninteirupted career 
of glory, the other lately elevated by unusual success. The 
Sabmes added to tibeir strength the advantage of a stratagem ; 
for, after forming a Une equa^ to that of the enemy, they kept 
two thousand men in reserve, who were to make a push during 
the heat of the engasement on the left wing of the Romans. 
These, by stUeking their fiank, were likely to overpower that 
wing, which was thus, m a manner, surrounded, when the 
eavalry of two legions, amounting to about six hundred, leaped 
fiom their hors^, and, rushing forward to the front of their 
party, who were giving way, stopped the promss of the enemy, 
and at the same time roused the courage of the infantry, both by 
taking an equal share of the danger, and by exciting their emu- 
lation ; for thev reflected that it would be shameful that the 
horse should incur double danger, by discharging both their own 
duty and that of others ; and that the foot should not be equal 
to the horse even when they were dismounted. 

68. They pressed forward, therefore, to the fight, which on 
Aeir part had been suspended, and endeavoured to recover the 
ground which they had lost. In a moment they were on an 
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equality, whik <nm wins of the Sabinen was coni|pell«d to ffg0 
way. The hor8cra«B tL«D, covered between the raohs of ^ 
iDot. returned to their hooi^ and galloped aocoea to the other 
jdiviaion : they carried with ihiua an account of their succeoa ; 
wad, at the same timci made a charge on the enemy, disheart- 
ened by the defeat of their atronger wing. None di^P^y^ >n 
Ihat battle more conipicttoue -hiavery than tbemaeivea. The 
consul's attention was every where employed : he commended 
the active, and reproved the remiaa : theefi, immediately on being 
rebuked, exerted ^hema^lvea with jfpirft, jsbwte stkonhitiiig 
them as powerfnUy aa •commendiktion Aid idoqe ,the others. The 
i^out being raised anew, and aU uniftiiig their efiorts^.th^ dreie 
the eneDoy from their ^^KHudr ftnd then tbisiiiiioe fd the Bofnans 
eouldnokmgn.bensaisted: theSahiiKW nhisdoi^ »h«r camy> 
mnd were dispersed all over the «ovii^. Xhs Bomans h«e 
leceveied not the property of ;their aUies,:aeiM«s afao siMe in 
Aigidwm, ht«t their own« which ^tbey bad lost in the devastnUsp 
i)f 4he coontiy. For this vwtorjK, obtsinBd in^Mvo battfee, sod 
in different places, the aeaals^so oBwilhiig w«is 4hey io fPMi% 
the ooonls, isoroed a supfdiosition, in itm nswA, of ene^ 
only. The people, however, wesi^ in gieat numbers on this 
second day «ilso to offiMr thsi^bsgtvings ; «^ wlneh thegr did wi^ 
Mther greater seal than before. The cewwds, by i)onQert,^o«wif 
to the city within a day of <eaeh otbec, and galled o»( the seosto 
to the field of Mars; where, whie they w«n» wM#g Aba 
services which they had periininied, ^ ftrincipal isembfve h»- 
^n Io complain that the senate was pnrposoly^d in the midst 
of the soldiers to keep them m ienor. The «Msulii, tbeveibs^ 
to lake away all ^eand for such a chwge, femoved the as»<w»- 
bly into the Flaminiaa meadows, to a phMMB wi^NHe the temple 
of ApoUo BOW stands ; caUed, even at that tMne, the oiceua »i 
A|)oUo. Hers, a vast majority of the eesa^sa comcun^ in 
•refusing « teiiunph to the tconsul, Lucius Iciliiw, tiibuiieof the 
commons, propoaed to tbe.peGiple ihat they slwuld take on then 
the ordering of it. Many atood iortii to ar^ <|gain8t ^his {wo*> 
eeeding ; particularly Caiua CUudius exclaimed* &ukt *' it was . 
over the patsicians, not over the enemy, that the consuls sought 
te teiumiii ; -and that jnore aa a return for thek private kindness 
4o a tribune, not as an honour due to valour: that a trioraph 
was a matter which had never, hitherto, been directed by the 
people ; but that the Judgment on the mscit, and the disposal 
.of it, had always been m the senate : that even the kings had not 
in tlus respect derogated from that ofder, the princi]^ one jn 
Ahe state. He char^ the tribunes not to occupy every depart- 
ment so entirely with their own authority aa to leave np room 
Ikt the deliberation of the public ; and asserted, that by no other 
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««eii dsstf tfMinCftkiiitg' it» own lishti sifd Hi» ovm- dffgnity.^ 
TlMogfa maaf afguiUMittf ^€m nwcTto HiO' Mtn^ purpose by lib 
tid ol4e» sftiilOM^ yet e^^ Ono of efiie fribetf atimt^^ 



r and Me» mtmoWi yet e^^ Onc^ of tfiie ffibetf ajp^prot^ t 
Ihtf pftDpoiitMm« Tkiiitvw cbt Ann imHnt«r6fu ttmar^ eeldbrdted 
kf «»der of tto p«opl4, witkottC? ftie ftppA^hMioi^ of the semto. 

04. This viisioty'of tbe irS^fiei^ tmrdi omiittions' w«s tery n«« 
MrtoiMti&g^ ay » wmtoii ift«g«iktfil^ o# a p«niiciotr» tendency, a 

#loetion of the Maie pcAroons to flif oiie« ; anicl, in ov^eT tllaC fheir 
«i9n MKbition migbt bo tho leii eoM{»etioofl or otiJj«etfotiaMe» 
to fo*etoot ftbo the sana^ cwtuwife.- Thor rileg^» tf9 ft pretext, 
*.odi]dMMitHf{(or the pocrkiMoi«r Mp tb«Hfofrt)dcEtioft<of the ^ghtt 
of the commons^ by the affiPOiitiB whieh Utey threfw ot (he coti* 
•ola. "-Wlttt i»mAd 4te the OomteqOeBce',*' they iaid, "if, 
bofan the hmt^&v &»ily esfoUfsbed, oonfsule sttoold, ttfth the 

rnef of tlnnr ftt#ek>Mj imImf an atlaclt M the new tribtines f 
they 60«il4 not alwtty« have VelcMi ntti Huftai^i for eoitatifo, 
wbo would poatpotio t^es^own iM^rmti wheft the liberty of th0 
edmaioiM w«g m qneetion-.** By it eoneorreHoe of etfetrm* 
•tanees, iwtiiitate at lAm jimctmVj the ehsrge of presidmg «| 
Ihe election feK to the loi of Martens Daitlius, a man of pro:* 
donee, and who clearly perceived wteit a hecvy load of pnblie 
diipleasiifo they would probably have to suolain if^ fhey should 
be conthmed in oSUie. He declared that he would admit no 
vote for any of the former tribunee ; white his coHeagues stremt*' 
•oely insisted that he shoold leave the tribes at liberty to vote $M 
they thooght proper; or else, should dve up his fum of pitet' 
•iduig to his coHeagnes, who would hold liio election aecorain^ 
to the laws, rather than according to the pleasure of the patri" 
dans. DoiUius^on finding a contost thus foreed on him, Called 
Ike consols to ins seat, and aahed ^m what was their mtention 
with respect to the consular oleetionw Te^ which l^ey answere^f , 
that they were MsolTed to ^point now conscdo. Haying' dMo 
gnined popnbr Mf^vorters of hio unpopular measure, he ad* 
▼oneod, togethisr with them, into the assefflbly. The eonsnla 
Wing thsfe braoghfc forward, uy^ asked in what manner ^they 
would act, dHMdd the Romanpeoplo, ontof mtitude for hmmg 
hf their means recowiod tbeis liberty, ^xid for their meritoriouo 
■ad iueecasfel sernees in wo^ appoint them a second time to 
tho consulship, dootoed the samo reodlution a» before. On 
which DuiUivsy after mavf onlogmma paid «» them for penei^ 
voriog m aline of conduct qoito difierewt from that of ^ode^eadK 
¥hf% proceeded to the eloction ; and when five tnbones of Aw* 
•ooMnons weze-eteeted, tlw ether eandidatos, not being able to> 
flwko op the requisite nnmber of tribes, oft aoiviint of the eagev- 
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BMswitliwhiclitlMBiM toiliBiiw«|miIy>iMlMdibr^dieMie6^ 
he diimiimirf the aMemblj, and did not efterweid call one. 
J|e said that he had fottlled the law; which, without any whoe 
•peciiyiiig the number of tnbiuiea,.on^ enacted that tribonea 
■hould be left ; and he recited the tenna of the law, in which it 
iaaaid, "If Ipropoae ten thbaneaof the toou&ooa, aodif thttv 
diould at that time be found a leae number than ten tribaneai 
then the penona whom theae ahall aaaume aa coUeagnee ahall b* 
lesal tribnneaof thecommone, with the aame pririli^^ aa thoao 
whom ;oa on that day made tdbnnea of the commona." ■ Boil* 
Uua, persevering to the laat, and declaring that the common* 
wealtn could not hare fifteen tribunea, after baffling the ambitum 
of his coUeagoea, reaigned hia office, with high ap^PobatioB both 
from the patricians aid the plebeiaoa. 

66. [A. U. C. 807, B. C. 446.] The new tribunee of the 
eommons showed, in their election of colleagoes, an m clinatis^ 
to fliatify the patrieiana. They choae two, m» were patrieiaM» 
and even consulars, Sporiua Tar]peitts and Auhia Atenua. The 
conauls then elected were Largiua Heiminius and Titos Ya* 



ginius CoBlimontanua, men not warmly attached to either portyi 
* ■ a peaceful year, both at mmm 
and abroad. ~ Lucius Trebonios, tribune of the commona, i 



patziciana or plebeiaoa. They had a peaceful year, both at I 



bitter enemy to the patricians, because, as he said, he had been 
io^posed on by them, and betrayed in (he afiakr of chooaing col* 
leagfiea, cairied a proposal, that whoever took the Totea of the 
commona on the election of plebeian tribunea should continue 
the proceeduigs until he should return ten of that order. The 
whole time of being in office was pasaed in creating uneaainesi 
to the patrieiana, fi^m whence the aumame of Asper (harsh) was 
given him. Marcus Geganiua Macerinus and Caioa Julius, thn 
next consuU chosen, [A. U. G. 308, B. C. 444»] pnvented tba 
iB-effiMts of some combinations, ibrmed by the tribunes againal 
the jroong noblea, withotft taking any violent atepe againat those 
magistrates, and at the aame time preserving mmurt the digni^ 
of Sm patricians. Wishing to give time for the matter to co(^ 
they restrained the commons from rising in sedition by a pro^ 
clamation ibr a levy of troops, to act againat the iEquana and 
Yolsciana; giving^ aa a sufficient reason, that while harmony prev 
vailed in the city, every thing abroad waa also quiet, but whea* 
ever civil discord Inoke out, their foreign enemies assumed new 
courage. Thia care to mserve peace abroad proved the eauav 
of domeetic concord. But each of the ordera alwaya took aa 
fmproper advantage of moderation in the O|hor. Aa aeon aa that 
commons grew tranquil, the younger patneians began to insult 
tham. men the tribunes attempted to protect the wedMt 
psfty» even »t fiy«t» they were of little uae ; afterwasd thtf^ 
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tkeiUMAfes Mcumd illHMgtiwDt^ partkulnly in tin lattw 
iqontlMv beca»g» Utecombinftlioni tfaaa Sottamd tmong tbe man 
powerful Q a c HMi ged them to it^ vAatK tfae Yigattt of oterr 
naqgMtncy gonor^jr idazM •ohmwUsI at tfait tine. And now 
the tiommoDs begpm to tlmik that tkey had notfaiii|^ t& boptt ftma 
tbeir tiibwio^ wOeao tey pracued sflcb ■■ Iciba*; for thooo 
vboa they had ibr tmo yeatia past wm but nominal tnlnmesw 
Ou the other side, the elder ptftrkiioo, akhoogk thor were cohh 
iKHseed thaC tbo yomi|^r pait of their body catiied their pt«> 
sttttiption too ftf, yet were better pieaaod, il die boaods of 
modenlion wero to be exceeded, that those of their o«r» order 
ahould possess a redundancy of spirit thm should their ad* 
vorsaiies. 80 difficnk it is to preserf o modsraliM m tho aasert- 
iog of liberty, while, under the pietance e£ a desite to balanco 
li^ts, each elevates himself in suck a tiumer. ao to depMsa 
another ; for men tire, apt, by the TSxy aaeasofoe winch they 
adc^t to freo themsehFee fron feair, to hecoms the objects of 
iear to others, and to fiuteii on them tfe bnden of inyastice, 
which th^ have thrown off ftocn their own shonldenr; ae if 
there eiisted in nature a p eape tuai necessity Man of doiag'or 
of eoffeiiof injury. 

66. The next dsnsnla elected weio Titdo Qaintiae Oapi- 
toUnosi a fourth time, and Agnppa Fnrine ; who* found, at the 
flonmeBeemettt jof their yOar, neither seditiaR at home nor war 
i^oad, but reason snffieient taappreltend both, [iu U. C. 309, 
B. C 44a.} The citizeBO could no longer bo kept within 
hounds, both tnbuiies and eoBomons being highly eza^erated 
fi(gaiBst the patrieians, and mry charge brought against any of 
the nobility constant^ erahsofling the assembiles and cieating 
now contests. As soon as tiiese were noised abioad, tbo 
JEquans and Volsdana, as if they had waited for this signal, 
inraodiately took up arMs ; being, at the same time, persuaded 
by their leaders, who were eager for plunder, that the levy 
which had been proclaimed the last year had been found im- 
pnctidible, the commons refusing obedience ; and that, for that 
reason, no army had been eent against them.: that their military 
disc^ne was subverted by licentieuaness, and that Rome was 
no longer considered as tiieir common country : that all the 
Msentment and animosity which thet had entertained against 
foreigners wss turned against each other ; and that there was a 
&vottzd)le opportunity of destroying those wotres while the^ 
were blinded b^ intestme rage. Havinff, therefore, united their 
Ibvcee, they laid waste the country of Latium ; wheie, nono 
Ottempting to obetruct them, and the promotem of the war higlilf 
cffoUing, they advanced to the very walls of Rome, carrying on 
iheir ravages eppoatte to the Ea^mliuo gatOi and insnhiiiig the 
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dtf. Fram thence thef mavdwd bade widMmt moleitad<M^ 
ftgnlw Older, dihring the |M«7 before them to Coi^ QuiBthM, 
the eoneol, then smmnoned the people to an aeaembhf. 

•7. There, at we aretoUI,he apoke tothia purpoee: **AI* 
though imcoiiaeioaa of any miaeondoct on my pajrt, yet it w . 
with the utflooat ahame, Romana, that I am cooae here to meet 
yon in aaaemblr. That yon ahonld be witneaaea of each an 
erent ; that it ahoold be fcianded down, on record, to poatertCy ; 
tiiat, in the fonrth conaolate of Titna Qnintina, the i^nana and 
Tolaciana, who, a abort time «go, were barely a match for the 
Hemiciana, ahonid hare marched in arma, without moleatatioD, 
to the walla of the city of Rome ! Could I hare foreeeen that 
tUa ignominy waareaervedfiw thia particular year—- though such 
u the general atate of mamwra for a long tmie paat, auch the 
condition of ai&ira, that my mind «ould preaage no good — ^I 
wonld have avoided thia honourable poet, by exue or l^ death, 
if there had been no other way of eaoapiiup it. Could Rome, 
then, haTe been taken in my eonaulahip, if moae anna that were 
at our gatea had been in the handa of men of couraget I had 
enjoyed enough of honoora, more than enooflfa of life : I ought 
not to have outlived my third eonaulahip. But of whom haTO 
thoae onee-daatardiy enemiea dared to ahow auch contempt ; of 
ua, conaubt or of you, Romans 1 If the iault liea in ua, we 
ahould be deprived of the command, aa unworthy of it ; and 
if that be not enough, infliet some farther puniahment : if in 
- you, may no divine or human being chaatiae your trana gr e eai ona, 
only may you yonraekvea gain a proper aenae of them. They 
have not been actuated to thia conouct aa auppoaing you void 
of apirit, nor ficom confidence in their own Tuoor : after being 
ao often routed and put to flight, beaten out of their campa, 
alripped of their territoriea, and aent under the yoke, they weO 
know both themaelvea and vou. Party diaaenatona are the bane 
of thia city ; the atrugglea between the patrician»and die plebe* 
iana, while neither we fix due limita to our authority nor you to 
your liberty ; while you wiah to -get rid of patrician, we of 
plebeian magiatratea, they have aaaumed ^unnaual courage. In 
the name of the goda, what would you have 1 Ton wiued for 
tribunea of the commona ; for the aake of eoncoid, we granted 
them to yon. You longed for dace m v ira ; we allowed uiem to 
bo created. ^ You grew weary of decemvira ; we compelled 
them to reaign the office. Your reaentment againat them oon^ 
tinning, even after they were diveated of their public character, 

aome to periah, and othera to go into exile. You wiahed again 
to create tribunea of the coomiona ; you created them. Aithcragh 
we aaw manifeat injuatice to the ncMea in daetn^ men uf yoaff< 
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r tot^ eOMOlahipi yel hwrowt bshaldpatnciMi migtptnqr, 
iJoDg with the rest, conceded to the commons. The tribanes* 
power of piotecting the privilege of appeal to the people ; the 
sets of the comroons rendered binding on the pmeians ; our 
•wn ng^ suhverted, under the- pretext of equausiog the laws ; 
•U this, we have atdtued, and stiU'endoie.. Where, then, will 
he the end of our dissensionsl Shall we never be aUowed to 
have ednited city and mm common coontry 1 We, the party 
Tnnqaished, sit down in qoiet, with greater composure than yoa 
who have gained the rictoiy. Do yoa think it enough, that Ui 
«e yoa are obieets of tenor 1 The Ayentine is taken from «s ; 
the Saered Monnt is seiied. But when the EsquiUne is ahnost 
m the hands of the enemy, no one appears in its defence. The 
Volecaan foe seales your nunpart, and not a man drives him^ 
beck. Against us youexsrt your courage, against ns you read* 
% take arms. 

6& <«Now, then, that yon have blockaded the senate-hovse, 
lendered the foram the seat of hostilities, and fitted the prison 
with the principal citisens, show an equal degree of valour, and 
March out through the ISaquiline gate ; or, if tou have not 
eonrage for that, view from tiie walls your lands desolated with 
fire and swcvd, your4»wn property carried ofi; and the burning 
houses smokinff alt around. But, you will say, it is the public 
interest that sidfen by these means, by the countrif being wasted 
with fire, the city besieged, and the enemv enjoying the honour 
of the war. Be it S04 but I will ask in what aituation are your 
private affrirst Soon will you hear from the country accounto 
of your losses : and what means have you, at home, of nroeu- 
ring a compensation for them 1 Will the tribunes bring bock, will 
tlMy restore what you have lost 1 Words they will load you with, 
until you are tired, and accusations against theprincipal citizens, 
end laws on laws, and public meetings ; but, nom toese, never 
did one of you return home with an increase of substance or 
Ibrtune. Ijet me see any, who ever carried thence au(^t to lua 
wife and children, except hatred, quarrels, animosities, public 
and private ; from the lU-effeets of which, indeed, you have 
always been screened, not, however, by your own merit and 
innoeenee, but by the protection of others. But I will affirm 
that, when you used to make your campaigns, under the com- 
mand of consuls, not of tribunes, in the camp, not in the forum ; 
when your shout used to strike terror into the enemy in the fieU, 
not into the Roman nobles in an assembly ; after enriching 
yourselves with plunder, taking possession of your adveisaiies* 
finds, snd acquiring a plentiful stock of wealth and glory, both 
to the public and to vourselves ; then, I say, you returned home 
kk triumph to your nmilies ; now, you sufer tbeso invaden to 



doptrt Men widi y&or pnpmf. OMttinM ktmoni/Lf tM m 
funr Ms«mblie0^ md Uv« m tfiM finttw } stlH flw nMwnAivW 
0ght^, whi«h ^ M iCuliDttsly tftoid, ftliiAd»y<M. Wa» il 
tdo graftt a hitdihip to mtfth out; agntfist tte JBitoaM and Vo^ 
,«ci»n« 1 The wat isat y<Hif gsfe* U not nfMilMl finwe dMM*. 
k vfffi ahoftly be witidti the indisi. It wiii Kale tba dCadrtaMd 
ihe eafNtot^ and wilt pdiwe yoo, eteft iiitd> yodf Wmsm* A 
t€«r ago, the senato Mtered a te«y t»be Made, a&Am anar » 
he led into Algidmo. Yet weait at borne in tiJtIea* iM8tt«llv, 
d<^hted with the pieaeiit interval of pesce, tdeidtiig eadi tflbinr 
Khe women, end never pereeitiiig that, afUr thai alioit aoepfle- 
eioiiy waci double in numberiiiiiat ratan o» as* Ikaow diet I 
might find moie agteeeUe topicato dwdl en; butetott tbough 
my own diapontion did not pranfit to it« mvwam tf eo m pei e m» 
to apeak what ia tnie,inatedl of wht ia egree tb ir. I aiDcM^ 
wish, Romana, to give yon pleaaure ; but I feel wiafaea^ Buntli 
note aident, to promote year asfety^ fee your onttiawnte r cyc t- 
imf me afterward, be what tliey mtf. It leaidts ftom thoaanae 
of the homan mind, that he who addieaaee the poUie with a 
view to hie own particolar benefit, ia atodiooe el fendenng^ hian- 
ieif men genetaUy aoreeeUe than he who haeno otfate objeot 
bat the advantage of Sie pabUe. But peifaape yOo- innagine thit 
it ia oot of regard to jour individual inteieala that t heae puUic 
ayoophanta, thoae artful flattereio of the comoionay who neither 
aofiar yoo to cany aiaw nor to live in peaee^ excite and ati«»- 
kte your pateiona. When they have ooee niaed yon irii a 
feiment, the conaequ^nee to them ia» either honour o» pnfii. 
And becanae they aee that, while conconi prevaile between the 
oidera of the atate, they afe of no eonaequenee o» anii nde. 
they wish to be leader* of a bad canae* rather than o^ nens. 
of tumdlta even, and aeditiona. Which kind of proeeedlng*, 
if yoo can at length be prevailed on to renounce, and» if you 
are wiUiag, inatead of tneee new modee of acting, to reaome 
thoee practiaed by your fathen^ and formeily by youraelvea^ I am 
content to undwrgo any puniahmenty if I do net within a lew 
daye rout and diaperae those mvageni of our conntiy, drive them 
out of their camp, and tranafer fiom our gatee and walla, totheir 
own cities, the whole terrw of the war which at pieaent fitts 
you with consternation." 

69. Scarcelv ever was the speech of a jpopular txibone meie 
acceptable to the commons than waa thia of a conaul remarkable 
for strictness. Even the young men who were accuatomed te 
consider a refusal, to enliat,.in such times of danger, aa thair 
most effectual weapon againat the patriciana, began to turn thav 
thoughts towards war and arma. At the aame time, the inhab' 
itanu flying from the country, and aeveial, who had beea iql^ 
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kadthoMMd womided, leltUng ftete ttiHmora ihoeleiiiif Am 
^»hat sppouMi to Tiew, fiUed the entire city^ith a ^etue of 
Yongeance. Wben the aenate aasemUed, all men turned their 
ef ee on Qointiua, regarding him as the only champion for the 
m ajjcat v of Rome ; and the principal tenatora declared, thai 
*^mB amooant had been worthy of the coneolar command, 
wortl^ of his former administration in 'so man/ consiilahipe» 
worthy of his whole hfe* which had been filled up with faonoms, 
often enjoyed and oftener merited. That other consuls either 
flattend the cobmhoiis, so fiu as to betraythe dignity of the 
senate, or through the harshness of their measures, in support 
of the righu of their oider, exasperated the popolace hy (heir 
attempts to reduce them : but that Titns Qmntius, beyond all 
olhen, had deUveied aentiments suitable, at once, to the dignity 
of the senate, to the harmony which ought to subsist between 
the seretal onlets, and to the juncture of the times ; and they 
eatPMted him and his colleague to exert themselves in behalf of 
the conunonweallh. The tribunes they entreated to unite corw 
diallj with the conanls in repelling the ehemy from their walls, 
and to bring the oommona to submit, at this perilous juncture, to 
tbs direetion of the senate. Their common country, they told 
them, at that crisis^ when the lands were laid waste, and the 
city beeiaged, called on them -as tiibunea, and implored*their 
fMOtoetiott." With mHrersal Approbation a levy of troops was 
deeioed. The consuls gave public notice in assembly, thai 
** they could not now admit exeuacs, but that all the young men 
inuet attend next day at the first light, in the field of Mars : that, 
wben the war shoiud be brought to a conclusion, they would 
appoint a time for considering such matters, and that he whose 
eionse was not satislactory should be brewed as a deserter." 
AU the young men attended accordingly. The cohorts chose 
each its own centurions, and two senstors were appointed to 
command each cohort. We are told that all these measures 
were executed with such expedition, that the standards brought 
out from the treasoiy on that same day by the questors, and car* 
ried down to the field of Mars, bei^ to move from thence^t the 
fDorth boos ; and that this new-raiaed army, with a few cohorts 
of veterans, who followed/ as volunteers, baited at the tenth 
atone, llie following morning brought them within view of the 
enennr, and tlunr pitched their camp close to theirs, near Corbio. 
On the third &ay they came to an engagement; the Romana 
being hurried on by desiro of revenge, and the others by 
conscionsness of gmlt, and despair of pardon, after so many 
rebeUioos. 

70. In the Roman camp, although the two consuls were in* 
Ut t td withoqual poweu, yet they adopted a moMuio «^e«d* 



iagly adTiBtegMNw m all uDporlAiit: ez^iMiHb 1W« 
oomman^ wm, v«(h tbe e^naenl of Agrifypa^lodgtod-ivdwl 
fif bis colleague, who beinff thna raised to a vtpetianitj^ i 
the politest retom for the ocher^s cheerlbl eondeeectonon tv act ift 
a subordiiiate caj^^ ; makioff him a dhaier in aS hia c a ftmaeh 
and honours. In the line of batfle, Quinliaa ebosmanded Ike liglit 
wing, Aflnppa the left ; the caieof the ceBftre the^ eMmstetf to 
Spurios Postttouiia Albus, lieutenaHt-geddral ; and that of tiM 
caTahry to another iieutieiiant^eneral, Sernas Su^ieR The 
infant^, in the right wing, fought with eataMsdimry'MhNa', and 
met with a stout resistanee froHv thd Velseiana. Sarrioa 8«i^ 
ciusi with the eavaby, broke the centva of llie eneny'e line ; 
and when he might havo returned ttf hia own slatioB,- he tlm^ 
it more advisable to make an attack on the rear el th^ enooigr 
' before they eould itooTer irorn the diaoider iifto which thatnanka 
bad been thrown. By this oharce on their i«ar^ the eneniy, 
being assailed on both sides, musthavebeeniiMaotlydbpefaad^ 
had not the cavalry of the ^olsoians and JS^oaoa^ thnwring 
themselvea in his way, given him employflaaBt nr a aonriderabte 
time, opposing him with forces Uie aanw aa- hia aamu On thiay 
Salpiciua told his men that there was n» time t#heaflalii ; and 
called out that they were annnmided and ovfc off from thaif 



friend^ if they did noinntte their inoat tmoua B J iili V and 
xottt the enemy's eavalry : nor waif il s u an gu to drive liim atf 
the ground, without disabling them ; they moat kill both h w a ea 
and ridera, lest any should return and renew the fights The 
enemy, he said, were not able to withstand thao^ tv whom » 
oompact body of infantry had been obliged te gnw way. His 
oidefs were obeyed with alacrity. By one efaa^a^ they nvCed 
the whole body of cavahrv, dismounted vaat ann&an^aHd hffled 
with their javelins both the aaenf and henMa. Th«f mat M> fip> 
ther obstruction irem the cavafay. And wmr, falbng^ao 4ia Ima 
of infontry^ they despafched an accottit of their aneoesa tB> iha- 
consuls, before whom the enemy'a line waa bsgimamg ttf giv# 
ground. The newa ^ve fresh apirita to iha Raaua to pmaOa' 
their advanta^ : whde it diaanayed the JEqaatrnt wIm wots 
already wavenaff. Victory began to dedlsto agaioat AMy tint 
in the centre, where the ehsige of the estalry had ^ i nil pujd 
their ranks : their left wing next begaaitoi ivtraat bafow the eon» 
sul Quintiua: the gieataat atniggle wai made bf their nghi: 
there Agrippa, full of the ardour inspisad by yootb and figoaBtt 
when he saw every part of the Aoman Mae moia auaaesaiiil than 
his own, snatched aome of the ensigna firom the s tan daa ii b a aw fK ; 
and carried them forward himself : some he even threw into the 
thick of the enemy ; snd the drsad of the disgrace to which 
this might oj^mo tbam, B»aaiBMted the soldiaie, that th#y i** 
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iStaBtlf jwfbed «B. This ntidefed the Tieiofjr eqMllydMMlve 
m wwy futftor. Al this jnaetuff^ • oMasage 'wae braugbt to 
Ikim from Qjomtuw (hat be had defeated the «noaxy, and w«a 
XMMijr to MMmH^ their ouoif; hut did mfc chooae to biwk into it 
«»til he ahonld wideietand thai the baUle w»a deterai ined en the 
Iffft irawAgMpo ; #iid deairiog tha«, if he hgad pomplntad the dia- 
•Opiii6tim4hlw, he wo\M mastk up hia Ivoopa to join him, that 
Om wMe enoir might ^e p wwua ai e n of Amftme, AgiipfM, 
4WW VMHonpue, imet hie vsietenpaa cotteacQe with nurtual eon- 
jgnivhtiasm ; eni in «Qi^giH3tiMi with tta, adtaaced to the 
9 t mm fn oiunp ; vriheve, neeiaQg yerf few to eppoM them, and 
"^1 heing inataiitlj rooted, thef foiced their w»y through the 
•--^' — witfamit diffioultj ; «nd the troow having htee 
nnientobQQt]r,.heaideefeeovehi)g their lewn effiwto, 
•p ieet i]i the plvndeRog of the QOQBlfljr, wen then 
lad homt. I^ Mt find, etthor tkat Om omeala aiiod for a 
, «ar li»t it w»e heatoweden them hjr the aenate : neither 
) eny m a a wi Maigned whjr iJtoy either did not with, or 
«Bi|^t matiips to •ehtain that honous. It inight f mhiMy be, as 
^Sk «• I icea o ei y w t ureattfaie dtataace^^ tioM, that ae thia aaark 
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iTateraa'aiidiiotatioa, «eho, haaidea having vaoquiahed the Va^' 
•ciana and iEqoana, had acfiiMd -the glovy -of eohdniDg the Sa- 
Mwee aJao, iAenmmdbs'vaQM aahato^ to demand a triumj^ for 
«eziiieea which lawiiwtotad on^ to the half w£ theira ; kst, even 
a ifeyiahoQld abtain it, theto atiigfat be zoein to iniasine that the 
mmaaphmmii wae -paid to the peraens cather than to their dcaetta. 
71. This heneuable iriotoigr cAtained Aner ihek cnemiea the 
ye«f te Jii giafl ad at JMwe by^ acMdaJoiia decision «/ a diepnte 
oBiwQg theiboaadanee of ibsir atties. The people of Arieia 
I thoto«f Aidea had often oontonded inacma the right of 
Hf to a cartaih diatiict «f land, and, wearied by ownf 
I on both aidea, lefened the affior to-the arbitntion of the 
iUaaaa paaple. Betfa paatica attended to aappoort their daima, 
and an araenihfy was held by the magistatoi at their request 
Heea the matter vae debated with mat vehemence ; and after 
the witnsaaeshad been produeed, s^ien the trdbea ought to have 
baen catted, and the asaemhlj piooeed to ^e their auffragea, 
there arose one Publiua Scaptius, a pleboaui, a very old man, 
who said : ^ Oensids, if I may be permitted to apedk ooa matter 
which concems the interest of tne coaamonwealth, I will not 
snfier thepeople to proceed in a mistake with respect to this 
afiair." Toe consuls aaying that he waa not worthy of attention, 
and ahonld not be beasd, he exclaimed that the cauac of the 
public waa betrayed; and on their orderiiur him to be removed, 
catted on the tribunes ibr proteetioiL The tribuoes, who in 



•Imost «ferf esse are nther rated bj, thtn rale the naMtna^, 
to gratify the populace, gare liberty to Scaptiua to say 'what he 
pleased. He then began with informing them that ** he was in 
bis eighty^third year ; that he hid senrca as a soldier n the Teiy 
district in dispote, and was not jwmg eren then, that beiiig hn 
twentieth campaign, when the operations affainst Coiioti were 
carried on. He coald therefore speak wi3i knowledge of an 
a&ir which, thoagh after soch a length of tiaae it was genentty 
forgotten, was desply^ed in his me m or y . The lands in die- 
pate,'' he said, ** had belonged to the territoiy of Gorioit, and, 
when Corioli was taken, became, by the right of war, the pnp- 
erty of the Roman people. He wondered b^ what precedent 
the Ardeans and Ancians coald Jnstify their expectations of 
sorreptitioasly wresting from the Roman state, by making it an 
arbiter, instead of proprietor, its right to a tract, to which, while 
the sute of Gonoli subsisted, they had never advanced my kind 
of claim. For his part, he had hot a short time to live ; yet he 
eoold not prevail on himself, old as he was, to decline asserting 
by his voice, the only means then in his power, a title to thoee 
lands, which, by his vigorous exertions as a soldier^ he had con- 
tributed to acquire; and he warmly recommeiMled it to the 
people not*to be led by improper notions of dehcacy to pass « 
sentence subversive of their own rights.'' 

72. The consols, when they perceived that Scaptias was 
heard, not only with silence, but with appiehation, appealed to 
^ods and men against the infamy of the proceeding ; nid, send- 
mj§r for the principal senators, went round with them to the 
trmes, beseeching them ** not to be guilty of a crime of the 
worst kind, which would aflbrd a prece£nt atill more pernicioiis, 
by converting to their own use « matter in dispute, whereon 
they were to decide as judges. Especially when, as the cass 
stood, although it were allowable for a judge to show regard to 
his own emolument, yet the utmost advant^ that could accrae 
from the seizure of the lands would by no means coonterbalance 
the loss which they must sustain in the alienatien of the aHee* 
tions of the allies by such an act of injustice ; for the loes of 
reputation and the esteem of mankind are of importance beyond 
what can be estimated. Must the deputies cany home this 
account ? Must this be made known to the world 1 Must the 
allies, must the enemy hear this 1 What arief would it give to 
the former ! what joy to the latter ! Did tney imagine that the 
neighbdnring states would impute this ]m>ceeding to Scapttos, 
an old babbler in the assemblies ! This indeed would serve, 
instead of a statue, to dignify the Scaptian name ; but the Roman 
people would incur the imputation of conrupt chicanery and 
fiaudulent usurpation of the claims of others. For what jodgs, 
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n a CBBfle between private peraoiw, ever acted in this manataTy 
adjudging to himwlf the property in diepote 1 Surely, even 
SeapHus himself, dead ss he was to dl sense of shame, would 
not act in such a manner." Thus the consuls, thus the senators 
exclaimed ; but covetousness and Scaptius, the instigator of 
that covetousness, had greater influence. Hie tribes being 
called, gave their judgment that the land in question was the 
pioperty of the Roman people. It is not denied that it mi^ 
with justice have been so determined, had the matter been tried 
before other judges : but, as the afihir was circumstanced, the 
infamy of their determination was in no degree lessened by the 
equity of their title: nor did it appear to the Aricians and 
Aideans themselves in blacker or more hideous colours than it 
did to the Roman senate. The remainder of the year passed 
without- a^y commotion either at home or abroad. 
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CuAF. 1. The next who succeeded in the consulship were Maf- 
eos Genucius and Gains Gnrtius, whose year was disturbed by 
commotions, both at home and abroad. [A. U. G. 310, B. 0. 
442.] For, in the beginning of it, Gaius Ganuleius, a tribune 
of the people, proposed a law for allowing the intermarriage of 
patricians and plebeians, which the former considered as tending 
to contaminate their blood, and to confoimd all the distinctions 
and privileges of noble birth. Some hints, tooj sngjofested by 
the tribunes, that liberty ought to be granted of choosing one of 
the consuls from among the commons, w«rei afterward improved 
to such a degree, that the other nine tribunes proposed a law 
that the peoj^e should have power of electing consuls, either 
from among the commons or the patricians, as they should think 
fit. The patricians were of opinion that if this took place, the 
aopreme authority would not only be shared with the very lowest 
ranks, but perhaps be entirely removed out of the hands of the 
nobility into those of the plebeians. Wi a great ioy, therefore, 
they received intelligence that the peopl t of Ardea, in resent- 
ment of the injustice of the sentence wh^jh had deprived them 
of their land, had revolted ; that the \ «ientians were laying 
waste the Roman frontiers, and that the A olscians and .£quans 
expressed great discontent on account of the fortifying of Yerr 
rugo, preferring even a war, which pronuied not success, to aa 
ignommious peace. These tidings being brou^t, with ex- 
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il|gcffBUoiii, the aeniite» in o;:der to wkmm dw^wlrigoes of Sh9 
inWiiMM daring the buatle of so many wars, ordered a levy toko 
jhckl, and preparationa for hostilitiea to be made with the atmoat 
<iUligeiico, even with more deapaleh, if poaaible, than had bees 
vaed in the oOnaulate of Titua Quintitia. On which Caiiia 
Canulciua declared aload m the aenate, thai ^^-the comula would 
in vain ihink of divertiiig the attention of the eomtnona ^m the 
new lawa by holding out objects of tenor to4heir view ; and tho^ 
while he waa alive, they ahould sever hold a levy mitil the pei>i4e 
•bad (list ratified the lawa pnofMited by him and hia caUeagiMo ;" 
«ik1 then he inatantly called an aaserably. • 

8. While the conauk were employed in loaaing the iadij^ 
aation of the aeaato .againat the tiibine, the tribune waa «8 bugf 
in OJUtittag >the ^people agatnat the conauls^ The Jatter aaaestJI 
that ** the outtugeona proceedinga of the tobunea eould not be 
any longrer endured : that matters were now come to a crisis, 
there being more dangerous ' hostilities excited at home than 
abroad : tint for this tM commons were not more to be blamed 
than the senate, nor the tribunea more than the eonsula. In 
any state, whatever practices meet with rewards, these are 
always pursued to the ^^test degree of proficiency, and these 
are the incitementa ^which call forth merit, both in peace and 
war. Now, at Rome^ there was mMlibig «o higUy tewar4led as 
sedition ; thia was, in every inataace, atletided wiA hoaoan^ 
both to individudls and to colloctivo bodiea. They ought thef»> 
fan carefully to consider in what oondiiion they had received 
the majsaty of the senate iiom their fatheia, and in what co»- 
^tion they were likely to hand it down to their chiMittn; 
whether tliey ooold mai» the aame boaat which the coMmoiik 
mtflht, with wspeot to their phvileses, tfait it was improved 
h«& in degree and in aplon^r. No end appeared of these 
fvoeeedinga, nor would, so long aa the fomenters of sedition 
were rewttded with honoofs in proportion to the aooceaa of 
their peoieeta. What were the new and important achemet 
' winch Gaiua Oanuleiua had set on foot t No leas thm the pros- 
titution of the privileeea of nobility, and this confounding the 
»ght8 of auspices, both public and private ; that nothing might 
lie left imn and anpolluted ; and that every ^atinction bong 
xemoved, no penon might know what himaeif waa, nor to what 
order he beloli|ed : for what other tendency hod ouch pfomis- 
cnous intorManriagea than to produce an kragular inteitouns 
botweeti patiteians and plebeians, not very dmferent from that 
lietween bnites 1 So that, of their oibpring, not one should be 
aMe to tell of wlut blood he was, or in what mode be was to 
woivliip the gods, being in himaeif a heterogeneous composition, 
half patiiciaa and half plebein! And, not content with the con- 
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4»ioa which this wouUf ciMte m ewtty «&0, divme mi famuili; 
ttMMc incendianas, the txihuDM,. wtm now pfepannff to inradie 
the consulship itself. At first, they had ventured no farther than 
to sound people's sentiments in cowfiiiatiwi on a phn of one of 
the consuls beinff elected (koiB amoBf the cemnieiis ; mm, thejr 
publicly proposed a law thallhe^w^pte night appoint cehsuliB^ 
either from among the patficiana,. or firom aroon^the plebeians, 
as they should think fit ; and them «oold bo n» deobt that they 
would appoint from ^mong the eoaomonothe moaft aedhioaa' thai 
oould be found. The GanuIeiir'aDd Icilit, theroAifo, would' bo 
consuls. But might Jupiter,, supoamoly good' and great, forbid 
that the imperial majesty of UiB.aMreMign powor ahmKI sink so 
low tfa thftt ; and for their port tiny, woold lalbav diir » thoo^nd 
deaths tha^ suffer wch diagraee to bo meimod; The^ were 
confident that, could their ancooton hare fBroeeen, that m eoiv> 
sequence of unlimited eQQcoasion% the cottmons, inateod of 
showing a better temper towaids tiiem, wo«M bi»eoiBe more 
intractable, and, as f^st as they obtainod thoir demand wouhl 
advance otheia moxe unieavonable and exheilNtsst, thov wouKf 
pave struggled at fimt with any difficnltaes whatovor, ntber than 
have allowed such terms to- bo imposed' on them; Because « 
concession was then atnade to. thtfm with nspoot to tribunes, H 
was for the same reason made at aecond time. This wotiM b^ 
the case for ever. Tribimos of the commons and a senate eonl^ 
sot subsist together in the same slolo ; eithor the office of tho' 
former, or the order of the Istter, most be abolished, and i« was 
better late than never to endeavour to put s atop to prosumptiott 
and temerity. MMSt they with impumky, after thef have, by 
sowing discord, encouraged the neighbouring nations to attack 
us, prevent the Rtate aA«rw«rd' mot armSig and defending 
itselt against the attack which they have broogbt on it ? end, 
when they had done every thing but aond a» invitation to the 
enemy, prevent troops from being enlislod to oppose that enemy % 
But Canuleius. has had the audacity to. dedavo ^lenly in the 
senate that he would binder tho making ai &e levy, ui^'ss the 
senfite, acknowledgi^ig in a manner his saperiorityv afiowed his 
hiws to be enacted. What; else was tbis than tothvoaton that 
be would betray his country ; that ho would vMv it to bo 
«ttacked,and to fall into the enen^'S hands 1 What oenrage 
must that declaration afSbrd, not to tho Romaa eommons, but 
to the Volscians, to the i£quaos,. and Yeientianat Migbt not 
these hope that, under the guidance of Camileins, they would be 
able to scale the capitol aim the citai^l ; migbt they not hope 
this, if the tribunes, while they stripped the patricians of their 
privileges and their dignity, robbed them also of their coiir- 
•(gbV* The consuls concluded by S9ying that they weie rMdf 
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to act as their leaden, fixat against the wicjied practices of 
their countrypaea; and afterward against the arms of their 
enemies. 

3. At the very time while sach argmnents as these were urged 
in the senate, Canuleius was employed in declaimin|^ in favour of 
his laws and against the consuls, in the foUowmg manner: 
** lloman citizens ! in many former instances I have seen enough 
to convince me in what degree of contempt the patricians hold 
you ; how unworthy the^ esteem you to live in the same citj, 
within the same walls with theni. But this is now more clearly 
than ever demonstrated hy their outrageous opposition to those 
propositions of ours. And this, for what 1 unless for reminding 
them thereby that we are members of t])e same community 
with themselves ; and that, thou^ we possess not the same de- 

rof power, we are yet inhabitants of the same country. By 
one, we require the liberty of intermarrying with them, a 
liberty usually sranted to people of the neighbouring states, and 
to foreigners : for we have admitted even vanquished enemies 
to. the right of citizenship, which is of more importance than 
that of intermarriage. By Uie other, we ofksr no innovation ; we 
only r^laim and enforce an inherent rif ht, that the Roman peo- 
ple should commit the high offices of me state to such persons 
as they think proper. And what is there in this that can justify 
the patricians in Ihus disturbing heaven and earth % Their treat- 
ment of me just now in the senate, very little short of personal 
violence % Their open dedaiadons that they will have recourse 
to force, and Uieir threatening to insult an office which has been 
held sacred and inviolable 1 Can the city no longer subsist, if 
the Roman people are allowed to give their sufirages with free* 
dom, and to entrust the consulship to such persons as they may 
approve ; or must the downM of the empire ensue, if a plebe- 
ian, how worthy soever of the hi^est station, is not precluded 
from every hope of attaining to it 1 And does the question, 
whether a commoner may be elected consul, cany the same im- 
port as if a person spoke of a slave, or the issue of a slave, for 
the consulship 1 Do you not perceive, do you not feel, in what 
a despicable view you are considered 1 Were it in their power, 
they would hinder you from shanng even the light of ia» sua 
That you breathe, that you enjoy the faculty of speech, that you 
wear the human shape, are sobjecte of mortification to them. 
But then they tell you, that truly it is contrary to the rules of 
religion that a plebeian should be made consul. For heaven's 
sake, though we are not admitted to inspect the records,* or the 
—— "'■ ' f ■■ I i» ..■■ I . . . II I II , , ^ 

* The records, in which the names of the magistrates in SttcceMdoB 
tna the most memorable evenU^ were recorded. 
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•Diudfi* of the pontiffs, aie w« igjMitBt of tbe ^iio|pi wUsk 
even eveiy foreigner know*? That, ocviwilii wow Mibmiited n 
the place 6f kings, and consequontLy- have no kiad of pdvilegp 
or dignity which was not possessed boftiro by kingpl Do yoa 
suppose that we never heaid itBSeoiionedllwt NoniA Ponapibn% 
not only no patnciaiv but not oimd « cifebaeB of Reno^ mm 
invited hither from the countcy of the Sbbinss. sad mado 
sovereign, at. Rome, by- th» older of tbo people, wd vrith tiw 
anprobatipn of the senate! That Luciiis JarciiuBisa, of a ibc« 
which, so faf from beinj| Roman, wa« BOt oven ltsiia% te son 
of Demaratu? a Corinthian, havu^ coeae hither a etruiigwr fnm 
Tarquinii, w'ls raised to the like high station, thougk the sono of 
Ancus were aUve 1 That after him Serviosi Tol&iSt tiio son of 
a captive woman of t7ornicuiom» his (ather not kaownv sad hii 
mother in servitude, obtaiaed the cxown throug^hioabililMS and. 
merit 1 Need I. speak of Titus Tatius, th» Sabiu, wkam 
Romulus himself,, the founder of the eity, admiltod inftapsftooiw 
sh^ in the throne 1 The consequence wmt thai vAifo b» 
objection was made to any &mily, in which eoBopioao!i» moiil 
appeared,, the Roman empire continually iocraaicdt. It wall 
becomes you to show disgust now at a pkAtetaa comot; lhoii|^ 
oinr ancestors disaained not to call foraignoM to^o Uiraiie, noe 
even after the expulsion of the king^, evec shirt Iho gatas of Ihs 
city against foreign merit. It is w€# know« th^ we abwe 
admitted the Claudian family from a«ioDg theSabinea, net on^ 
into the number of citizens, but eveo into tha^ of the paAiiciaas. 
May a person, then, from a foreigner, becomo a pettioiaiiv aiDdiltr 
consequence, consul ; and ^all a citizea of Romov if h» b# ic 
commoner, be cut off from, every hope of tht» cons^ship } Im 
it deemed impossible that a plebeian can be a imh oI fortitiidtt 
and activity, qualified to ej«:el in P^acf and wai, Uba Kttna, 
Lucius Tarquinius, and S^rviua Tolliusl Oti tkmAd sorii 
appear, shall we still prohibit him from meddling withth^hehftof 
government 1 In a word, shall we choose to have eoosob nAm 
resembling the decemvirs, the most pcofligiato of maidundit who 
in their time were all patricians, than, like thl) beat of te kinge^ 
who were new menlf 

4. " But it is argued, that since tibe expulsion of tk* klB(g% 
there has been no instance of a pfebeian oensuL What lben> 
Is no new institution ever to be known! Kttsl. evevy moasme 
not heretofore practised, (and in a new state theiemesi be mangir 

* The annals were a corapendkww.refistrT ef evsfkiiSi as Ulefy oecaib 
red, made bv the pontifi% who likewise had th* ears of the seoord^. 
and kept both eareftiUv shut up ttom the inspectioBof the lower order*. 

t The first io a famifj who stiaiaed any or the snpertor oiagiatracies 
was called a new nuua. 
Liv. VOL. I. — ^x* 



SAB 



^ not yet introduced into practice,) ht therefore rejected, 
•Ten thoQgh it ehoeld be evidently advantageous 1 In the reign 
of Romulus there were neither pontic nor augurs ; Numa 
Pompilius introduced them. There wis no such thing in the 
atate as a general survey, and distribution of the centuries and 
cUsses, until instituted by Servius Tullius. There Was a time 
when there never had been consuh ; on the expulsion of the 
kings they were created. Of a dictator, neither the office nor 
name had existed ; in the time of our fathera it was introduced. 
Tl|ere had never been tribunes of the commons, ediles or ques- 
ton ; and yet it' was resolved^ tiiat those offices should be 
created. The office of decemvin, for compiling laws, we our- 
selves have within the last ten yean both created and abolished. 
Who is not convinced that in a city, founded for eternal dura- 
tion, and Rowinff up to an immense magnitude, many new 
offieea, boSi civil and religious — ^many new ri^ts, both of 
fiunilies and individuala— must necessarily be instituted. This 
very rule, prohibiting the intermarriage of patricians and plebe- 
ians, was It not enacted by the decemvirs vnthin these few 
yMurs, with the utmost injustice towards the plebeians, on a 
piinciple highly detrimental to the public 1 Can there be any 
msult greater or more flagrant, than that one half of the state, 
aa if it were contaminated, should be held unworthy of inter- 
marrying with the otherl What else is this than, within the' 
same Walls, to suffer aU the evils of rustication or of exile 1 
They are anxious to prevent our being united to them by any 
affim^ or consanguinity ; to prevent our blood from being min- 
ted with thein. What ! if this would be a stain on that 
nobility, which the greater number of you, the progeny of 
Albans and Sabines, possess, not in right of birth or of blood, 
but of co-optation into the body of the patrician ; Inving been 
elected, either by the kings, or after their expulsion, by order 
of the people, could yon not preserve its purity by regulationa 
among yourselves 1 By neither taking plebeian wives, nor suffer- 
ing your daughten and sisters to many out of the patrician line ! 
No plebeian wiU offer violence to a noble maiden ; such out- 
rageous lust is to be found only amoiur nobles. None of them 
would compel any man against his wiu to enter into a marriage- 
contract. But it is the mohibition of it by a law, the intermar- 
riage of patricians and plebeians beuig inteidicted ; this is what 
the commons most consider as an insult. Why do you not 
procure a law to be passed that the rich shall not marry with the 
poor 1 A matter which in aU countries has been left to the reg- 
nlation of people's own prudence, that each wonian should many 
into whatever family she has been betrothed to, and each man 
take a wife from whatever haaiy he had contracted with ; this 
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5«a ahaplple wklitlie rettttinti of a most tyttnnieal kw, vAtenf&j 
yon tear asonder the banda of citil society, and split one state 
into two. Why do yon not enact that a plebeian shaU not dwell 
in the nei j^pifaoed of a patrician ! . That he shall not tntTOl 
on the same road 1 That he shall not appear at the same enter- 
tainment 1 That he shall not stand in the same foniQi 1 For 
w|iat inera matedal consequence can in reality enbue, shonU 
.« patiiciaB wed a plebeian womaii, or a plebeian a patrician 
woman 1 What alteration is thereby made in the rifffats of any 
.person! Snrdy, the children follow the condition of the hthet. 
So that neither have we anr advantage in view from intermarriage 
with you, except that of beinji^ considered on the footing of 
human beings and of fellow-citizens ; nor is there any reason 
for contesting the point, unless you feel pleasure in labouring to 
aobject us to scorn and insult. 

. 5. " In fine, let me ask you, whether is the supreme power 
vested in the Roman people, or in you ? Was the expulsion of 
(be kinffs intended to procure absolute dominion to yourseWea, 
or equu fireedom to sill Is it fitting that the Roman people 
•faouid have the power of enacting such laws as they choose 1 or, 
whenever any matter of the kind has been proposed to their 
consideration, shall you, by way of punishment, pass a decree 
for a levy of troops 1 And as soon as^ in capacity of tribune, I 
ahaU be^ to call the tribes to give their sufirages, will you, in 
the offioB of consul, compel the younger citizens to take the 
military oath^ and lead them out to camp t Witt you menace 
the commons ! Will you menace their tribune ? As if he had 
not already experienced, on two sevoal occasions, how little 
such menaces avail apainst the united sense of the people. I 
■oppose it was out of regard to our interests that you did not 
proceed to force ; or was the avoiding of extremities owing to 
this, that.the party which possessed the greater shai^ of strength 
possessed also a greater degree of moderation ? Romans, there 
will be no occasion for force. Those men will on every occa- 
sion make trial of your patriot spirit : your strength at home 
they will never try. >Wherefore, consuls, to these wars, 
whether real or fictitious, the commons are reader to attend 
you, provided that, by restoring the right of intermarriage, you at 
length unite the state into one lyody ; provided they are allowed 
to coalesce, to intermix with yon by the ties of relationship ; 
provided the road to honours shall be laid open to men of m^ 
dustry and abilities ; provided, in short, they are allowed to 
stand on the footing of partners and associates in the common- 
wealth ; and, what is the natural result of equal fireedom, be 
admitted in the rotation of annual magistracies, to obey and to 
lintom. If any shall obatract these measures, harangno 
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wiicff of haFM^gMM on Hio nibiKtr on tltniraiion 
the ^bane asly ng ** for wbai watOD waa k imftopef tliaTa ple- 
beian ahouM be niado canaull" om of tiiaaa anawered, tiiaui^ 
(ertiapa witb tnitb* yoi wdoebib, widb n^aid to ^ preMmt &- 
puto, "^ Bocauaa n» ptabetan bad the ngfbft or power of takSi^ 
IJbte aaapieea ; and fm tbal leaaon tbe deeeiiivii» had prohibited 
'inteiiDairiage,. ieat, ftom tbo nncertaintjr of Man^a deoeeiit, tho 
•Ui^icea nnght bo vkittted.*' Tbia, abov* ait, MiuSiBd the indi^ 
nation of the commona into a flamo ;. tiieyr heaad k afflMned tluft 
they weie not qnatiiied tie Cake anapieea^ aa if dley were ob- 
j»cta of the avenioa of tho inunwtal goda. So ttnift U» coiiteol 
^w bight ^ coauneiia'beBi|[ headed Inr attribane of nndaunted 
laaolutMHi, and themeelTea irying with biao^ in ateadhieea, until 
ih» aenata wen at length ovei|wwend;. aiid gave their ceoeOBt 
to the paaaiug of theleiw coneeming inteamaniage ; jod|(i«ff, tEurt 
the tfibuaea might moot probabb be tbeieby iaducedv eiihei' %B 
lay aside entirely, or tadeier, ualb} the end of the war, the atmgglii 
Ux plebeian eonwila ; and that, in the mean tinie, the comnieiia^ 
aatisfied ypith having obtained the right in> qveatioR, wooid bo 
leady to enliat. On Hm other handi the highdegiee of eredif 
whicn Canuieiua had attained by hie Tictopjr over the aenato, 
and the iayour of the coeikmeoat proved a atrong iDeentvee to tho 
other tribunea to ezeit their ntmoat efferta in. eoppavt of the law 
which they hadprepoeed in legaad to ^ ceneniahip ; and wbiliB^ 
the acc^nta of the eneny'a paoeeedmga ^w eveiy day aMnei 
aiarniing, they obetruetedtheenliatingdftroopo. Tha.eea8idfl^ 
finding that, by the continual pnoteata Of the tiibaneey every ^>^ 
needing of the senate was rendered abortive, held eonaoltatieno 
tt their houaea with the principal patriciaaa. Hnre ifaey aaw 
their dilemma ; they moat be vaoqniahed, either by their enemie» 
or by their countrymen. The only commfauta who were pnaenfr 
at their dehberaticma were Vateriua and Heiatiaa. Caina 
Claudiufl gave hia CfNuion that the conaoKa should precead 
against the tribunea by ferae of aima. The Quintii, both Gin- 
cmnatus and C^tolinua, d^lared themaelvea adkerae from the 
^bedding of blood, and of offering violenee to thoae officeia 
whom« by the treaty coockded with i1m» cammona, they bad ae- 
l(nowledged as aacred and inviolable. The reauk of tiieae con* 
^^Itationa was, that they ahoold afiow nuhtaiy tnbunea, wiik 
consular ponexy to ha elected opt of the patiinana and pldbaiiMl 
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withoDt distiiwtifm ; and that, with respect to the election of 
consuls, no change should he made ; and with this the tribunes 
were satisfied, and the commons also. An assembly was now 
proclaimed for the election of three tribunes with consular 
power ; andj as soon as this proclamation was issued,.; immedi- 
ately everj one who had, either by word or deed, been a mo* 
raoter of ike sedition, paiticuiarly those who had held the office 
of tribune, besan to solicit votes, and to bustle through the 
forum as candraates ; so that the patricians were deterred, first, 
in despair of attaining that dignity, while the minds of the com- 
mons were in such a ferment ; and afterward, from making their 
appearance, from the indignation which they felt at the thoughts 
of holding the office in conjunction with such colleagues. At 
last, however, overcome by (he pressing instances of the leading 
patridans, some of them declared themselves can^ates, lest 
they rai^t seem to have voluntarily surrendered the administra* 
tion of public affairs. The issue of that election afforded a 
proof that men*s sentiments, draring the heat of the contest for 
uberty and dignity, are v«ry different from those which they feel 
after die contest has been ended, and when the judgment is un* 
bmssed : for the advocates foi^ the plebeians, satisfied with the 
admission of their right to stand candidates, elected every one 
of the tribunes from among the patricians. Never was there 
found, even in a single indivkiual, such moderation, disinterested- 
ness, and elevation of mind, as was displayed on that occasion 
by the whole body of the people. 

7. In the year three hundred and ten from the foundation of 
the city of Rome, for the first time, military tribunes, in the room 
<^ consuls, entered into office. [A. U. C. 311, B. C. 441.] 
Iliese "were Aulus Semproi^us Atratinus, Lucius Atilius, and 
Titus CaBcilius *, and, during^heir continuance in office, concord 
prevailing at home, produced likewise peace abroad. There 
are some writers, who, without mentioning the proposal of the 
law concerning the election of^plebeian consuls, affinui^ that on 
account of a war breaking out with the Veientians, in addition 
to Uiose with the j£quans and Volscians, and the revolt of tho 
Atdeans, two consuls being unequal to the task of conducting 
so many wars at once, three- military tribunes were created, and 
vested both with the authority and the badges of consuls. 
However, the establishment of this office did not, at that time, 
remain on a permanent footing ; for in the third month from its 
commencement they resigned their dignity, in pursuance of a 
decree of the augurs, alleging a defect in the election, Caius 
Curtius, who had presided on that occasion, not having per- ' 
formed the requisite ceremonies in marking out the ground for 
his teuL Ambassadors came to Rome from Aidea, complaining 



4Sv unr. 

«f tb#ii^tic« done Wtb0iii^9nda^te sua* 1 _ 

Kv inUnttOB of remsining ifv aioityr aQ<d' adhering to die tie^l(^ 
provided tbal» bf tb* rertma^Mi of their lands^ tkai ' ' 
weie ledieaeed. The senate easwezed^ that " the^ c< 
laecind the sentence of tbie pecfle, wese there no ddiex j 
tiiao .the preeervation of ceacovd betiKee» the eedeo in th* 
ataite ; but» betides^ each a measive wae not jnefcified either b^ 
law flff precedent If the Aideans woiikl be content to~ wait 
vntil a seasonable e<mjunctuie, and leavo it eotiiely to the aanat* 
tfr find a nmedy for &e injuiy offered them, they weoUb hav» 
leason afteiwaid to zejoice for haTing HM>d6iated ftheis reeento 
nent, and should be convinced that the senate hsd ever been 
sincerely ditiposed to prevent any harm beinff dene te ^en ; and 
also that they were not leas so to hear mat which tfaej^ now 
complained §i,^^ On which the arahassaddrs^deelanBg that tfaef 
would take the senso of their countrymen anew, brieee they 
lorraed any leeoiution, were dismissed with- esqweesieiis at 
friendship. The commonwealth being now without any coniio 
Viitf istrete, the patricians assend^ted, and created an. iDtenex 9 
tnathe intenemMiiB was psolonged foe a mat many days^ by « 
ccMtentioa i^Mther consols or militaiy tMMmee should be «p» 
po i n ted. The inteirex and the senaliB warmly promoted' ta» 
otection of consuls ; the plebeiaa trftmnea and too conunen^ tho 
f^tion of mibtaiy tribunes. The patrieiaps at length pnmi^ 
ed; foB the commons, who bad no intentimi of conievhig either 
the one office or the other on any but patriciaiks, desiated front 
their ficuitiess oppositien : and besidies» th»leadeisef tiio com- 
mona were bettff pleased with an election .where they were mi 
to appear as cmidBles, than with one whoie they w«uld bo 
passed over ao unwortl^. The {^ebeiao trihonea wished also 
that their dediaing to press the-dtffute to m decision sfaeeld bo 
considered ae a compliment to the patrieian» Titaa QBintia& 
BaibatUB, the interrez^ elected ceamUs Idackia Pa^irioa Megr^ 
lanua and Lucius Sempronius Atsatinoe. In thsv eonaulato 
the tnaty with the Ardeana was renewed ; and H^ seizes as o. 
record to prove that they were actuatty consids in that yeai^ 
tikoogh they are not to be Ibund either in the old annab, or in 
thobooksof the magistrates,, by reason, as I imagine,, that in tho 
beginning of the year there were railitaiy tribrnwe^ aod^ thn«» 
ibre, though these consuls were ailerwaid subetitntod in theif 
ioom> yet the names of the consuls weie omitted^ «a if the 
<^is had continued in office through ths whole of the appointed 
time. Uciniua Macer affirms thtU the? wwe found both ia 
the Ardean treaty^ and in the linen books' in the temple Ok 
Moneta. Tranquillity prevailed not only at home but abroad ns 
•dthatanding so man;^ alarma giveo by the aoighboiariiig r ' 
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». .WIuUrt tfan^mir [A, U. O. 9l«, B. 0. 410} Indtribtin^i 
oniy, or eonsub «ub«tihxied in Iheit room, is tmcertam ; 1)ut tlM 
'SQccecdtng one andoiibtedHy h^ coimqIs, Marcua Goganiot 
.Mecorimn, m oeoMid tinte, »iiA Titm Quintiiis Cipttdlitius, a 
fidh time, Weing invested with tbijt hotiotir. This stme yekt 
IHrodoced the fet institatievi df (he t^morship ; an xst&ct wWh 
qsrung ftomen inconsidefaMe erigtrn bixt gtew trp afterward to ^ 
etich a heiffhttif tfnpoctanoe, that k 'became possessed of the 
entire teffmatkm of the morals and discipline of Ihe ftoman 
jp9ap\e. The senate, the. eeiitones of the hni^ts, and the dis- 
Uibatkm of honour and ignominy, were a& umler t!he siipteme 
rariadietion of these magistiatee. The discrimination of public 
bom fri?«te pra|)erty, in 4ands or henses, and the entife fevenve 
«f the Reinan pec^^ weie fincdly adjaiMed by their sovereign 
deciaioB. What gave rise to the institution was, tlhat as the 
peo|»le had not, for many yeafs paxtt, undergone a survey, the 
census could -neither be laneer deferred, nOr could the consiils 
find leisioe lo perfarai it, while (hey were threatened wiCh war 
by so numy tlifferent states. An observation was made in the 
senate, that a business so laborious and ill-suited to (he office 
<>f consul, would Tequire oflicers to be appointed for that pat- 
ticnlar purpose, to whose management should "be committed the 
bosiness of the public secretaries, the snperintendence and cus- 
tody of the records, and th^ adjustment of the form of proceedi])g 
in the census. The proposal, though deemed ^f little con- 
oequence, yet, as it tended to increase Che number of patrician 
vfuafistsates in the commonwealth, the senate, on their part, 
•Deceived with great {Measure ; foreseeilng ^Iso, t suppose^ what 
jwally happened, that the infinence of those who should be raised 
to th&t post, would derive additional authority and dignity in the 
office itself. And, on the other side, the tribunes, looking on 
the employment irather as necessary, which was the case at the 
time, than as attended with any extraordinary lustre, did not 
tshooae to oppose it, lest they should seem, uirouffh perverse- 
ness, to carry on their opposition even in trifles. The leading 
men in the state showing a dislike of the office, the people, by 
iheir soffra^nes, conferred the employment of performing the cen- 
flns on Pspirius and Sempronius, the persons whose consulate 
is doubtea, in order to recompense ttiern, by that office, for 
having enjoyed the consulship only for a part of the usual jperiod. 
From the business of their office they were caHed censors. 

9. During these transactions at Rome, ambassadors came 
from Ardea, imploring, in regard of the alliance subsisting 
between ^m from tlra earliest times, and of the treaty lately 
renewed, relief for their city, now on the brink of ruin. The 
peace with Rome, which they had by the aoandetft policy pre* 



■erred, thej yrete {vrerented from enjoying by mtettbie war ; 
the cause and origin of which is said ta nave arisen from a 
struggle between factions ; which, have proved, and will ever 
continue to prove, a more deadly cause of downfall to most 
. states, than either foreign wars, or famine, or pestilence, or any 
other of those evils which men are apt to consider as the severest 
of public calamities, and the effects of the divine vcngeuice. 
Two young men courted a maiden of a plebeian family, highly 
distinguished for beauty ; one of them on a level with the maid, 
in point of birth, and favoured by her guardians, who were them- 
selves of the same rank ; the other of noble birth, captivated 
merely by her beauty. The pretensions of the latter were sup- 
ported by the interest of the nobles, which proved the means of 
mtroducing party disputes into the damsel's family; for the 
nobleman's wishes were seconded by ' her mother, who was 
ambitious of securing the more splendid match for her daughter : 
while the guardians, actuated even in a matter of that sort by a 
spirit of party, ezertedthemselves in favour of the person of their 
own order. Not being able to come to any conclusion on the 
point in domestic conferences, they had reconrse to a court of 
justice ; where the magistrates, having heard the claims of the 
mother and of the gua^ians, decreed that she should many 
according to the direction of her parent : but this was prevented 
by xjolence ; for the guardians, after haranguing openly in the 
forum, among people of their own faction, on the iniquity of the 
decree, collected a party in arms, and forcibly carried off the 
maiden from her mother's house : while the nobles, more highly 
incensed against them than ever, united in a body, and in mili- 
tary array followed their young friend, who was rendered furious 
by this outrage. A desperate battle was fought, in which the 
commons were worsted ; and being incapable of imitating, in 
any particular, those of Rome, they marched out of the city, 
seized on a neighbouring hill, and from thence made excursions 
with fire and swOrd on the lands of the nobles. Even the city 
itself, which had hitherto escaped the effects of their dispute, 
they prepared to besiege ; having, by the hopes of plunder, 
allured a great number of the artisans to come out and join 
them : nor is there any shocking form or calamity of war which 
was not experienced on the occasion, as if the whole state were 
infected with the mad rage of two youths, who sought the 
accomplishment of that fatal match through the means of their 
countiqr's ruin. Both parties thinking that they had not enough 
of hostilities among themselves, the nobles called on the Romans 
to relieve their city from allege ; while the commons besoufl[fat 
the Volscians to join them in the storming of Ardea. The 
Volscjans, under the command oCCluilius, an .£quan, arrived 
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fint at Atdea, and drew a line of circumTallation loand tlie 
enemy's wails. An account of this being conveyed to Rome, 
Marcus Geganius, consul, instantly set out with an army ; chose 
{ground for his camp, at the distance of three miles from the 
enemy ; and, as the day was now far spent, Ordered his men to 
refresh themselves ; then, at the fourth watch, he put his troops 
in motion. They were soon set to work, and made such ex- 
pedition, that at sunrise the Volscians saw themselves enclosed 
by the Romans with stron^r v^^rks than those with Jwhich 
uey had surromAled the city. The consul had, also, on one 
nde, -drawn a line across to the wall of Ardea, to open a com- 
munication with his friends in the city. 

10. The general of the Volscians, who had hitherto main- 
tained his ttoops, not out of magazines provided for the purpose, 
bat by com brought in daily from the plunder of the country, 
finding himself cut off at once from every resource, by being 
sfant up withm the enemy's lines^ requested a conference with 
the consul, and told him that, *' if the intention of the Romans 
in coming thither was to raise the siege, he was willing to with- 
draw the troops of the Volscians from the place. "« To this the 
consul answered, that '"it was the part of tbe vanouished to 
receive terms, not to dictate them; and that the Volscians 
should not have the making of their conditions for departure, as 
they had come to attack the allies of the^ Roman people *' He 
insisted that ** they should deliver up their general into his hands, 
lay dovim their arms, and acknowledging themselves vanquished, 
submit to bis farther orders ;" declaring that if these terms were 
not complied with, * " whether they remained there or retired, he 
would proceed against them as a determined enemy ; and would 
be better pleased to carry home a victory over the Volscians 
than an insidious peace." The Volscians, resolvins to make 
trial of the small remains of hope which they could place in 
their arms, as they were utterly destitute of every other, came 
to an engagement ; in which, besides other disadvantages, the 
ground rendered it difficult for them to fight, and still more so 
to retreat. When, finding themselves repulsed on all sides 
with much slaughter, from fifffatinff they had recourse to eii- 
treaties ; and having deliverea up their general, and surrendered 
their arms, they were sent under the yoke, each with a single 
garment, loaded with ignominy and sufferings : and havmg 
afterward halted near the city of Tusculum, the inhabitants of 
that city, out of the inveterate hatred which they bore them, 
attacked them, unarmed as they were, and executed severe ven- 
geance on them ; leaving scarcely any to carry home the news 
of their defeat. The Roman general re-established tranquillity 
in the affairs of Aidea, whieh had been thrown into great coa>> 
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fiukm \fy the tedkkm, behetdio^ the priiic^ aathon of ffc# 
d»tuitiaiice»y and eonfiscating their effecU to the public trewmarf. 
Tbeee now conaklered the injustice of the former aeotenoe 
■geinsi thmn as aufficientW repaired by ench an impoitani set 
? kindneflB : the senate^ however, were of epinioo that eooao- 
tKing still remained to be done, to obliterate, if poaelble, sB 
remembrance of the Roman people^a avarice. The ooiieid 
vatomed into the city in tiinrnph, CluiHne, the genenl of Iho 
Voltciani, being led before his chariot, and the speib borne 
before him, of which he had stripped the ennny when he die- 
armed and sent them under the yoke. The other consul, Qmor 
tins, had the singular fehcitv of acquiring, by his administiatkm 
in the civil deputment, a ahare of glory equal. to what bis col- 
league had acquired by his military achievements ; for so steadily 
did he direct hi» endeavours for the preservation of intenial 
peace axkd harooonv, dispensing justice, tempered with moden- 
lion^ equally to the highest and the lowest, that while the 
patricians iq>proved of his strictness in the execution of his 
office,, the commons were highly satisfied with his lenity. Bven 
egainst the schemes of the tnbunes he carried his measmee 
jjooK by meajis of the respect universally paid to him than by 
exertions of audiority. Five ccmsulships, administeied with tkie 
tame tenor of conduct, and every part of his life being suited to 
th0 consnlax dignity, attracted to his person almost a grealer 
deme of veneration than was paid even to the hi^h office which 
be bore. There was therefore no mention of military triboDee 
in this consulate. 

II. There were chosen [A. U. C. 313, B, C. 438] to one- 
eeed them, Marcus Fahius Yebulanus and Postumios JSbutiue 
Comiceii. These consuls were emulous of the high renowa 
which they obeerved their predecessors had attained by their 
services at home and abroad, that year having been rendered 
venr remadLable among all the neighbouring atatea^ both fineode 
and enemies, by the veiy zealous support afibrded U> the Ardeano 
in their extreme distress. They exerted themselves then the 
more earnestly, with the view of erasing entirely from the minde 
of men the loiamy of the former sentence of the people in 
respect of the appropriation of the lands ; and sought to pro- 
cure a decree of the senate, that whereas the Ardeana had by 
intestine w%r been reduced to an inconsiderable number, theio- 
ibre a colony should be conducted thither, to serve as a hairier 
against the Volscians. These were the -expessions made eae 
of in the taUes exhibited to public view, m order to conceal 
from the tribunes and commons the designs which they formed 
of rescinding the sentence. But they bra agreed amonj? them- 
selves to enrol for the colony a much greater aumber m Ri^rtul- 
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than of Romaas ; and tiieii, that no other knd dMMdd be 
distributed but that which had been fiaudulently obtained by the 
tiifunoua aentence of the people ; and that not a sod of it 
flhouM be assigned to ao^ Roman until eveiy one of the Ro- 
tulians should. have received his share: by these meana the 
lends returned to the Ardeans. The commissioners appointed 
to conduct the colony to Aidea were Agrippe Menenius, Titus 
Gkelius Siculus, and Marcus JEbutiu^ £lva ; who, in the eie- 
cution of their veiy unpopular emi^ynient, having given offence 
to the commona, bv assigaing to the allies that land which the 
. Koman people had by ueir sentence pronounced to be their 
own, and not being much favoured even by the prmcipal patn- 
cians, because they had shown nO deference to the influence ef 
any of them, were by the tribunes cited before the people to 
answer a charge of miscoDduct ; bat they evaded ail vezataoea 



attacks by enrolling themselves a* settlers, and remaining in that 
colony, which would ever bear teatimony to their justice sad 
iategritv. 

12. Tranquillity continued at home and abroad doriag both 
ibis and the following year, in which Caius Furius Paeilus and 
Marcus Papilius Crasaus were consuls. [A. tJ. G. dl4, B. C. 
438.] The games vowed by the decemvir*, in. putsuance of a 
decree of Uie senate, on occasion of the seceasiott ef the ooia- 
mons from the patriciaiis, were this year performed. An occar 
eion of sedition was souffht in vain by Fetiliua ; whe,^ thoudi 
be was elected tribune of the commons a aecond time, merely 
out of people's reliance on the strength of his declaration, 
wbieh was, that the consula should propose to the senate a die- 
tribution of landa to be made to the oommens, yet he was 
neither able to cany this point, nor when, after a great strnai^, 
he had prevailed ao far as that the senate should be consulMd, 
whether it was their plessuie that consols should be elected, or 
tribunes, could he prevent an order ior the election of conaula : 
and the tribune made himself still more ridiculous by threaten- 
ing to hinder a levy of troops at a time when, all their neigh-' 
bours remaining in quiet, there was, no occaaion either for war 
or any preparation for it. This tranquillity was succeeded by a 
busy year, [A. U. C. 316, B. C. 437] wherein Procukis Gegaains 
Maeerinus and Lucius Menenias LAnatus were consuls ; a year 
remarkable for a variety of dangers and disasters ; for seditions, 
for famine, and for the peofde having almost bowed their necks 
to Ihe yoke of arbitrary government, seduced by allurements of 
largesses. One calamity they were exempt from, foreign war : 
had this aggravation been added to their condition, the aid of all 
the gods could scarcely have preserved them. Their misfortune 
began with afomiue; whether ewii^ to the season beiag udb- 



Toarable to tke productionf of the earth, or irom more attention 
bemg paid to the pleastties of the city and the assemblies than 
to agnculture ; kit both causes are mentioned. The patricians 
laid the blame on the idleness of the commons : the tribonee 
•ometimes on the evil designs, sometimes on the negligence of 
the consuls. At length £e plebeians prevailed, the senate 
giving no opposition, that Lucius Minucius should be created 
president of the market ; who proved, iri the course of that 
employment, more successful in guarding the public liberty than 
in the immediate business of his own department ; although, in 
the end, he obtained the honour of having relieved the people 
in r^[ard to the scarcity, and also their gratitode for that important 
service. He first proceeded as follows : ^ding little addition 
to the markets from several embassies which he sent, by land 
and sea, to all the neighbouring nations, except that some com 
was brought, though m no great quantity, from Etruria, he had 
lecourse to the expedient of dealing out in shares the scanty 
stock of provisions ; at the same time compelling all to discover 
their stores of com, and to sell -whatever they had beyond a 
month's allowance. He took from the slaves one half of theiv 
daily portion of food ; passed censures on the hoarders of com, 
Mild exposed them to the rage of the people. So strict a sera- 
tiny, however, served rather to make known the greatness of the 
scarcity than to remedy it ; so that many of ttie commoners, 
abandoaing themselves to despair, rather than drag on their lives 
in torment, covered their heads, and threw themselves into tlfe 
Tiber. 

13. While thines were .in this sitaation, Sporius MeNus, a man 
of equestrian rank, and possessed of extraordinaiy wealth for 
those times, engaged in a plan which, though useful for (he 
present, was pernicious in its tendency, and was in fact 8ug]?est- 
ed by designs still more pernicious ; for having by means of his 
connexions and dependants, bought in a quantity of com from 
Etruria, (which very proceeding, I suppose, obstructed the 
' endeavours of the magistrates to lower the price of provisions,) 
he began the practice of bestowing laigesses of com ; and, 
having gained the hearts of the commons by this munificence, 
became the -object of general attention. Assuming thence a 
degree of consequence beyond what belonged to a private citi- 
len, wherever he went he drew them after nim in crowds ; and 
they, by the favour which they expressed towards him, encour- 
aged him to look up to the consulship with a certain prospect of 
aueceas. As men*s desires are never*satiated while fortune 
^ves room to hope for more, he began to aim at higher and less 
justifiable objects. And since even the consulship must be 
obtained by violent efforts, in oj^)osition to the inclinations of 
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the patncbns, and be at t]ie same time a eoBtes^ettciideA widi 
ttach difficulties as would cost infinite labour to surmoiiMt, he 
disocted his views to regal power. The election of connds 
drew ni^ ; and the , ciicumstaace of its coning on befine his 
ochemes were sufficiently digested and lipe for eaMvliea was 
Uie cause of their being entirely disconfeeitod. To the oeosol- 
stkip was dected Titus Quintius Cincimiatos^ a siath tisae ; a 
, oaan not at all calculated to encourage the Tiewe of ooo who 
ainaed at innovations-: his ooUesgue was Agrippa Mooeiiiiis, 
sumamed Lanatos. [A. U. C. 316, B. C. ^ISIk] Miniieitti, 
too, was either re-elected president of the inarket, oi was origin- 
ally appointed for an unliinited term, as lenjg as oceasion shmdd 
lequiie ; for there is nothing certain on this head, only thai his 
name as Resident was entered in the linen books oniony the 
* other magistrates for both years. This Minuciusi transartmg in 
^ public character the aame kind of business which Melius had 
andertaken in a private capacity,, the houses of both were ooA- 
sequestly frequented by the same sort o( people ; which, ciicttni- 
otance having led to a discovery of the deaigas of the latter, 
Bfinucias la^ the information before the senate, that **aiBi8 
were collected in the dwelling of Msiios : that he held assem 
bties in his house ; and that there remained not a donhl of bis 
havinff formed a design to possess himself of absohito power : 
diat the time for the execution of that design Was not yei fixed, 
but every other particular had been settled : that trihunss had 
been corrupted hy bribes to betray the public liberty ; and that 
the leaders of the multitude had their several pans assigaod 
them : that he had deferred laying this matter before the senate 
rather longer than was consistent with safety, lest he ought oiliar 
any information which was ili-jpoonded or uncertain.^' Oa 
hearing this, the principal patricians highly blamed the eonsola 
of the former year for suffering such la^esses, and such meetp 
ings of the commons in a private house ; and also the new oaaa 
lor their supineness while the president of the market rewnrted 
to the senate an afiair of such importance, and which it was the 
duty of a consul both to discover and to punish. To this Qtti»> 
tins replied, that *<«it was unfoir to blame the consuls, wha^ 
being tied down bj laws concerning appeals enacted for dw 
•MiDose of weakemng their authority, had not in their office dia 
ability, npwever much they might have the wiU, to infiiet eondigii 
punishment on such atrocious proceedings : that the bnsjnesa 
required not only a man of resolution, but one who should be 
' ftee and unshacued by the fetters of those laws : that therefoia 
he would name Lucius Quintius dictator ; in him woaU ba>' 
found a spirit equal to so great a power.'' Every one enrasied 
hia approbation. Quintius at first refiisad the offiea, . aodaakad 
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them what they meant by exposing him in the extremity of age 
to each a violent contest. On which they all joined in asserting 
that his aged breast was fraught not only with more wisdom, bat 
with more fortitude "also, than was to be found in all the rest ; 
loading him with deserred praises, while the consul persisted in 
hw kitention : so that at len^h Cincihnatus, after praying to the 
immortal gods that his dechnii^ years mig^t not, at a junctiUB 
■o dangefous, be the cause or detriment or dishonour to the 
commonwealUi, was appointed dictator by the consul ; and he 
then named Gains Serrilius Ahaia his master of the horse. 

14. Next day, after fixing proper guards, the ^ctator went 
down to the forum, the whoTe attention of the commons beins 
turned towaids him by the surprise and novelty of the affair ; and 
whSe the partisans of Melius, and zho himself, perceived that 
thtf power of this high authority was aimed against them, others^ 
who were ignorant of their designs, were wholly at a loss to 
discover what tumult, what sudden war required the majesty of 
a dictator, ot the appointment of Quintius, after bis eightieth. 
yeVi to the administration of affairs. The master of the horse, 
by onder of the dictator, then came to Maefius, ' and said to him, 
•• the dictator calls you." Struck with apprehension, he asked 
the reason, and was informed -by Servilius that he must stand a 
tiki, and acquit himself of a charge made against him in the 
senate by Minucius. Maelius then drew back iiito the band of 
his associates ; and, at first, cautiously looking round, attempted 
to skulk away ; and when, at length, a sergeant, by order of the 
master of the horse, laid hold on him, he was rescued by the 
bystanders, and betook himself to fight; imploring the pro- 
tection of the commons of Rome ; affirming that he was per- 
secuted by a conspiracy of the 'patricians for having acted with 
kindness towards the people ; and beseeching them to assist him 
in tills extremity of danger, and not to suffer him to be murdered 
before their eyes. While he exclaimed in this manner, Abala 
Senrilhxs overtook and slew him; and, besmeared with the 
blood which flowed from the wounds, and surrounded by a band 
of young patricians, carried back an account to the dictator, that 
Mflelius, on being summoned to attend him^^had driven back the 
■exgeant, and endeavoured to excite the multitude to violence, 
for which he had received condi^ punishment. *< I applaud," 
•aid the dictator, "your meritonus conduct ; Caius Servilius, 
you have preserved the commonwealth." 

16. He then ordered the multitude, who, not knowing what 
judgment to form of the deed, were in violent agitation, to be 
called to an assembly ; there he publicly declared that " M«lius 
had been legally put to death, even supposing him to have been 
innoceiit of the crime of aspiring at regal power, for having re- 
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teed to attend the d ctator, wben summoned by the master of 
the horse.' That he himself had resolved to examine into the 
cbax]^ ; and that when the trial should ha>e been finished, 
MasliQs would have met such treatment as his canse merited ; 
bat when he attempted by force to elude a legal decision, force 
was employed to stop his proceedings. Nor would it have beea 
pEOper to treat him as a citixen ; for though bom in a free state, 
mder the dominion of the laws divine and human, in a city 
from which he knew that kinffs had been expelled, and that in 
the same year the offspring of the king*s sister, and the. sons of 
the consal, the delivers of his country, on discovery of their 
engaging' in a plot for re-admitting the kings into the city, 
were by their fiiher publicly beheaded ; from which, OoUatinus 
Tarqnhiius, consul, was ordered, through the genera] destesta- 
tion of the name, after resigning his office^ to retire into exile ; 
in which Spurius Gassius was, several years after,' capitally 
ponished for havinpr foimed a design of assuming the sovereign- 
ty ; in which, not E>ng ago, the decemvirs, on account of their 
regal tyranny, had been punished with confiscations, exile, and 
dMth ; m that very city, Spurius Mslius had conceived hopes of 
possessing himself of regal power. And who was this man 1 
Although no nobility, no obnoars, no merits, could open to any 
man the way to tyranny ; yet still the Claodii and Cassii, when 
they raised their views to an unlawful height, were elated by 
coDsniships, by decemvirates, by honours conferred on them- 
selves and their ancestors, and by the splendour of their fami- 
lies. But Spurius Maelius, to whom a plebeian tribuneship 
ibould have been an object rather of wishes than of hope, a 
wealUiy com-merchant, had conceived the design of purchasing 
the liberty of his countrymen for a few measures of com ; had 
supposed that a people victorious over all their neighbours could 
be inveigled into slavery by being supplied with a httle food. A 
person, whose elevation to the rank of senator the state could 
nave hardly digested, they were patiently "to endure as kingv 
possessing the ensigns and the authority of Romulus their 
founder, who had descended from, and returned to the gods. 
Tllis must be deemed not more criminal than it was monstrous : 
DOr was it sufficiently expiated by bis blood ; it was farther 
necessary that the roof, the walls within which such a desperate 
design had been conceived, should be levelled to the ground ; 
and that his effects riionld be confiscated, b^ing contaminated 
by the intention of making them the price of the people*s liberty ; 
«nd that, therefoie, he directed thequestors to sell those effects, 
snd deposit the produce in the public treasury.*' 

16. He then ordered his house to be immediately razed, and 
that the vacant space should remain as a monument of the sup- 



^60 WY. 

pression of that abominable eBfteipriae. lliit was called JEgfO^ 
maetium. Lucius Mtnucios was honoured with a prtseirt of mm, 
ox, with its horns gilded, ' and a statue on the outside of tlw 
gate Trigemina ; and this with the spprobation of Uie commoD^ 
Sot he distributed among them the c«m collected hy Mariiaa^ ift 
the rate of an as for each peck. In aome sutbora» I find, that 
this Minucius had changed sides from the patricians to the com- 
mons, and that, having been chosen by the plebeian tiibvnes, aft 
an eleventh member of their body, be ^piieted the conmotiim 
which arose on the death of Melius. But it is havdly civd&Id 
that the patricians suffered the number of trfl>unes to he ai^ 
tnented, or that the precedent should have been introduced pa^ 
ticulady in regard of a man of their own order ; or that tftie 
commons did not afterward mtuntain, or even attempt to bhhI- 
tain, a privilese- once conceded to them. 4 But what above aft 
evinces the falsehood ef that inscription on his statue, is^ that * 
few years before this, provision had been made by a law, that 
the tribunes should not have power to assume coUesjy^ues in thek 
office. Of the college of tribunes Qumtns Gsecihos, Quintot 
Junius, and Sextus Titinios had neither been ooneemed in tlio 
law for conferring honours on Minudos, nor did they eeaae to 
throw out censures in presence of the people, at one timetm 
Minucius, at another or Servflius ; and to complain of the im- 
merited death of Melius. By such methods, they acconaplislied 
their purpose so far as to procure an order that military tribmwa 
should be elected instead of consols ; not doubtine hnt, in tikO 
filling up of six places, for so many were then allowed to be 
elected, some plebeians, who should profess a res(4afion to re- 
venge the death of Mastius, would be appointed among the rest. 
The commons, though kept in continual iigitation during that 
year, from many and various causes, elected three tribunes only, 
with consuki* power, and even chose among these Lucius Qum« 
tius, the son of Cincinnatus, whose conduct in^ the dietatmhip 
those men wished to render odious, and thence to gain occasion 
of new disturbances. Prior^to Qumtins, Mamercus ^milioa 
was voted in, a man who stood in the first rank df merit : in the 
third place, they electcid Lucius leilius, 

17. While mese were in office, Fidenn, a Roman colony^ 
revolted to the Veientians, whose king was Lars Tcrfumnina. 
[A. U. C. 317, B. C. 485.] To their revolt a more heinous 
crime was added ; for, in pursuance of an order irom Tolom* 
nius, they put to death Cains Fulcmins, GIobUus Tullus, Spuritur 
Ancius, and Lucius. Roseius, Roman ambassadors, who camo 
to inquire into the reasoijs of this change of conduct. Somo 
palliate the ^mlt of the king, alleging that an amhignous ex- 
pression oi ms, on a succeaioul tto>w at dice, being mia appt O' 
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lieoded by. the Fideaatiaas, as an oider for their executiita, 
occasioned the death of the ambass^ors. Bat this seems an 
incredible tale ; for it cannot be suj^posed that the thouffhts of 
Tolumnius would be so intently employed on his game that he 
should be regardless of a circumstance of so mudi consequence 
as the arrival of hia new allies, the Fidenatians, and who, if this 
be admitted, must have come to consult him on the petpetrafcion 
of a murder, which would violate all the laws of nations ; or 
that, in such an iSui, he should feel no cofnpunction. It is 
much more probable that his. view was to invqlve them in such 
guilt as to cut-off all hope of reconciliation with the Romans. 
Statues of the ambassadon'slam at Fidenie were erected near 
the rostrum at the public expense. A desperate sthiggle was 
now to be expected with the Yeientians and Fidenatians ; as, 
besides the circumstances of their situation, contiguous to the 
frontiers, they had stained the commencement of me war with 
an action so abominable. The commons, therefore, and their' 
tribunes, seeing the necessity of attending to the general wel- 
fare, and suffering other matters to pass in quiet, there was no 
opposition to the election of consuls, who were Marcus Geganius 
Macerinus a third time, and Lucius Sergius Fidenas, so called, 
I suppose, from his services in the succeeding war : for he was 
the fust who engaged in battle with the king of the Yeientians 
on this side of the Anio, in which he had the advantage ; but he 
gained not an unbloody victory, so that people's grief for the 
fose of their countrymen exceeded their joy for the defeat of the 
enemy 4 and the senate, as in a case particularly alarming, 
ordered Mamercus JEmilius to be tiamed dictator. He chose 
his master of the horse from among his colleagues of the former 
year, in the office of military tribunes with consular power, 
Lucius Quintius Cincinnatus, a young man worthy of the father 
from whom he sprung. To the troops levied by the consuls 
were added many veteran centurions skilled in the business of 
war, and the number of men lost in the last battle was replaced. 
The dictator ordered Quintius Capitolinus and Marcus Fabius 
Vibulanus to attend him in quality of lieutenant-generals.. The 
appointment of a magistrate with extraordinary power, and the 
character of the person appointed being fully suit<Bd to those 
powers, both together so affected the enemy, that they with- 
drew from the Roman territory to the other side of the Anio ; 
and, continuing to retreat, took possession of the hills between 
Fidene and the Anio. Nor did they descend into the plains 
until the legions of the Faliscians came to their aid : then indeed 
the camp of the Etrurians was pitched under the walls of 
Fidenas. The Roman dictator took his post at a little distance 
from thence, at tiie conflux and on the banks of the two rivers. 



163 UVT. 

drawing tmei aoroM from one to tlw otfunr, iwlMite the leB|;lh o. 
I^round between them wm not meler than he wae able to for- 
tify. On the daj following, he led ont hie foreee pffepaied for 
batde. 

18. Among the enemy, theie weie Tariooa 0|»mioiM. The 
Faliflcians, finding it very disUeanig to cairy en war at anck a 
distance from home, and bein|| loll of confidence in thdr own 
prowesa, were uigent _ for fighting. The Veietttiana and Fide- 
natians foresaw grea!ter a^ntagee in protracting the war. 
Tolumniua, although the advice of hia countrymen waa more 
asreeable to hia own aentiments, yet learing leat the Faliaciana 
anould grow wearer of> a distant war, gave notice that he would 
fiffht on the following day. Thia, however, being atill deferred, 
added to the confidence of the dictator and the Romana ; so 
that the soldiers, openly threatening that they wo61d asaanH the 
camp and the city, if the enemy did not eome to an engage- 
ment, both armiea marched ibith into the- middle of a j^ain 
which lay between the two campa. ^ The Veientiana, being 
auperior in numbers, sent a party round behind the monntaina, 
who were to attack the Roman camp during the heat of the 
battle. The army of the three sCatoa was drawn op in aoch a 
manner, that the Veientiana formed the right wing, the Fialis- 
cians the left,' and the Fidenatiana th^ centre. The dictator 
chained on the riffht wii^ against the Faliscians; QuintiQa 
Capitolinus onHheleft, against the Yeianttana ; and the maeter 
of the horse, with the cavalry, advanced in the centre. For a 
abort time, all waa ailence and quiet; the Etniriana being 
resolved not to engage unleaa they were coinpelled, and the 
dicUtor keeping his eyes fixed on a Roman tort in the rear, 
until a aignal which had been concerted should be raised by the 
au^[urs, 88 soon aa the birda gave a &voorable omen ; on per- 
ceiving which, he ordered the cavahry first to charge the enemy 
with a loud about ; the lineof in&ntry following, began the con- 
flict with ffreat furv. The Etrurian legiona could not in any 

Suarter wiuiatond the attack of the Romana. The cavahry made 
le greateat reatstance; but the king himself, distmgoiahed in 
valour far beyond even theae, by fre<^uent chaigos on the 
Romans, while they were pursuing in disorder in all parte o' 
the field, prolonged the contest 

19. There waa at that time among the Roman cavalry a mdi- 
tary tribune called Auloa Comelina Ooaaua, remariEable for the 
extraordinary beauty of hia person, aa weU aa for hia spirit and 
bodilv strength, and for attention to the honour of his fomiiy« 
which, having descended to him with a great degree of lustre, 
he conveved to his posterity with a laige increaae, and with 
additional aplendour. Perceiving that, wherever Tolumnina 
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ikeeted his cotine, the troops of Roman cavalij ahnnik from his 
charge, and knowing him by hit royal apparel, as he flew throueh 
erety part of the army, he cried oat : ** Is this he who breaKS 
the bands of hnman society, and violates the law of nations 1 
This victim will I qnickly slay, provided it is the will of the goda 
tiiat any thing should remain sacred on earth, and .will offer him 
fb the manes of the ambassadors." With these words, he 
clapped spurs to his horse, and, with his spear presented, rushed 
against him. Having unhorsed him with a stroke, and pressing 
hrai down with his spetf , he instantly sprang down on the 
gronnd, whero, as the king attempted to rise, he struck him 
back with the boss of his shield, and with repeated thrusts 
}>Hined him to the eairth. He then stripped off the spoils from 
the liftfless body, and having cut off the head, and carrying it 
about on the pomt of his spear as a trophy of the victory, he put 
the enCTsy to rout, thrdugh the dismay which struck them on 
llie death of their kin|r. Their body of cavalry likewise, which 
done had kept the victoiy in suspense, was defeated with the 
rent. The dictator pursued close on the flying lesions, and 
drove them to their camp with great slaughter. The greater 
number of the Fideiiatians, through their knowledge of the 
confitry, made their eec^ into the mountains. Gossits, 
having crossed the Tiber with the cavaliy, bron^t to the city 
an immense booty from the lands of the Veientians. During 
thiit battle iheve was another fight at the Roman camp, against 
the paity whidi Tolumnios, as was mentkmed above, had sent^ 
agamst it ; Fabins Yibulanus, manning the rampaii aB round, 
stood at first on the defensive ; then, when the enem^ wem 
earnestly engaged against the rampart, ssUying out with the 
veterans fitHB Sie principal gate on the right, he made a sudden 
attack on tiiem, which struck such terror that though the 
slaughter was less, they beinf fewer in numbw, yet the rout 
was not less disorderly than that of tfaai^ grand army. 

20. Crovmed with success in every quarter, the dictator, in 
pursuance of a decree of the senate, and an ord^ of the people, 
returned into the i^ity in triumphs Bf far the most distinguished 
object in this procession was Cosaus, cstr^hig the spotia opima 
(grand spoils) of the king whom he had riain, while the soldiers 
chanted their unoooth vorses, extollii» him as equal to Romulus. 
With the usual form of dedication he presented and hui^ up 
the spoils in the temple of Jupiter Feretrius, near to those dedi- 
catea by Romulus, and &rst denominated opima, which were 
the only ones then existing. He drew off the people's attentioa 
from the chariot of the dictator to himself, ana enjoyed almost 
aolely the honour of that day's solemnity. The former, by 
mder of the people, de|Kwitod in the c«pitt>lf as aa oflfering to 
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Japiter, a golden crown of & pound weight, at the ei pw e of 
the public. Following all the Roman authors,. I. have cepie-. 
aented Aulu9 Cornelius Coasua as a military tribune, whea he 
carried the second spoUa opima into the temple of Japiter 
Feretrius; but, besides that those spoils only are prop^y^ 
deemed opima, which one general has taken from anothery •nd 
we know no general but the person under whose auspices the 
war is carried on, the inscription itself, written on the spoils, 
proves against both them and myself that Cossus was conaol 
when he took them. Having once heard Augustus CsBsar, the 
founder or restorer of all our temples, on entering the temple of 
Japiter Feretrius, which from a ruin, he had rebuilt, . aver, that 
he himself had read the said inscription on the linen breast- 
plate, I thought it would be next to sacrilege to ro)> Combs of 
such a testimony, respecting his spoils, as that of Cssar to whom 
the temple itself owed^ts renovation. IVhether the mistake is 
chargeable on the veiy ancient annals and the books of the 
magistrates, written on linen and dejpositcd in the temple of 
Moneta, and continually cited as > authority by licinius Macer, 
which have Aulus Cornelius Cossus, consul, with Titus Quin- 
tins Penius, in the ninth year after this, every ono may form his 
own judgment : for that so celebrated a battle could not be 
transferreid to that year, there is this farther proof: that, fat 
three years, before and after the consulship of Aulus Cornelius, 
there was an almost entire cessation from war^ on account of a 
pestilence, and a scarcity of the fruits of x the earth; so that 
severs} annals, as if they had no other transactions but those of 
mourning U> relate, mention nothing <more than the. names of 
the conbals. Cossus, indeed, is mentioned aa military tribune, 
with consular power, in the third year before his consulate ; and 
in the saine yeair as inaster of the horse, in which post he foug^ 
another remarkable battle with cavalry. In respect to this, 
there is room for conjecture : but, in my opinion, surmises are 
not to be brought in support of any matter whatsoever, when 
the person concerned in the fight, on placing the recent spcnls 
in the sacted repository, and having in a manner before hia eyes 
Jupiter, to whom they were consecrated, and Romulus, as ^t- 
nesses; and, as would be the case in falsifying the insctip- 
tion, who were not to be treated with contempt, entitled himself 
Aulus ComeUus Cossus, consul. 

21. During the next year, wherein Marcus Cornelius Malu- 
ginensis and Lucius Papirius Crassus were consuls, [A. U. 0. 
819, B. C. 433,] armies were led into the territories of the 
Yeientians and of the Faliscians, and numbers of men and cattle 
^ wer* carried Off as spoil, but the enemy did not show them- 
■elve^, nor give any opportunity of fightk)g< However, no 
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attempt was atade <m th^ir tcmns, the people st Rome being 
attacked with a pe^itiieBtial disorder. Enaearoan were alio 
naed at home to elxeite distiixhan<}es, but without efiect, by 
Sporiue Mdiaa, a plebeian tribune, who, ima^ningr that by the 
popidarity of hia name he akould be able to raiae some comroo- 
■tioD, bad cemmenced a praaecattion against Minociua ; and also 
•prppoeed a law for oonfiscating the efifecta of Servilioa Ahala, 
alleging that Malias had been inakBously crushed under false 
.oha^s by Minuciua ; and objeeting to Serrilius, his ha^in| put 
to death a eitisen who was andor no local sentence.^ 'Inese 
ehaigea^boweveTt when canvaaeed before tiie people, were found 
entitled to aa little ciedil^and attention aa the promoter of them. 
But they found greater canae for anxiety in tne inereaaing yio- 
knee of the pestBence, attended with other alarming occar- 
x«ncee and prodii^ea ; pudcnlaily in the accounts which were 
recetTed of many nonseain the country being thrown down by 
frequent earthqnakee. A ganeral supplication to the goda waa 
Ifaerafore performed by the people,' who repeated it in form after 
Jhe decemria.* - The diaonler increasing during liie following 
year, [A. U. C. 3S0, B. G. 433,] in whidt Cains JuIids, a 
aecond time, and Lucius Yiiviiuns were consola-, occasioned 
auch dreadful appreheoaionsoAotal desolation, both in the city 
amd the country, that not onljr an entire stop was pot to pre- 
datory ezcorHeni fimnthaRmnan tarritociea, hot every thought 
«l o&naive operationa laid aaide both by patiieians «nd com- 
monaJ The. Fidenatiafas, who had at first shut tbemseWes up 
within their towns or foito, (ht among- the mouataiaB, now ven- 
land to come down into the lande of the Roraana, and commit 
de|iredatioos. Then the army of the Veientians being called to 
their aid, (ibr the Fdiseianb could not bo prevaSed on, either by 
the calamitfes of tfae-Romana^ or the entieattos of their allies, to 
renew hostilities,) the two nations crossed the Anio, and dia- 
jl^yed their enaigna at a Mtlle diataikce from the CoUine gate. 
Thia occaaioned great consternation, as well in the city as in the 
eoimtry. The cmmiA Julius drew up tS& troops on the rampart 
■id the walls, while Viiginius held a consultation of the senate 
in the temple of Quirinus. Hete it was reaolved to create for 
dictatdr Quintua Senriliua, to whom aome gave the surname of 
Priacus. others that ofStiuctoa. > Vflrffiiiiua delayed Ao longer 
than till he had co/nSemd with hia oollBague, and, having ob- 
tamed hia conaent, named the dictator that night. He appointed 
^oatumiua iBbutiua Elva hie maater of the horse. 

* In the performance of such ritea. the slightest mislake of a word or 
srDable was deemed highly inaaeptckras ; to prerent which, the regular 
ftrm of words w«s pronooQced by a priest, and repeated after him by 
the persona officiating. ^ 
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%t. Th^dietatbr iwucd aftorderifaiit ill slibold appeir flC lift 
tot 4i^t, outside the CoUiiie cute ; ud thfit «he <en8igM •ftom 
llie tseMivjr flhould ^ teim^ to ham. £verjr on« w iwwi 
«trengtli enabled htm 4o easy anas fltteadied jceo ei iiig iy. fo 
the meantime the enen^ withdnevraoHhe higherigiDiiiids : •4i*'^ ^ 
the dictator -followed, aad, -eomiB^ to a iseiietal maaammmt 



Nettieiitiim, defeated the Etmuai lenena, dKitb 4bem fnMn 
thence into the city of FadMHi$ and •enrieaed: ifbem >Mdlh Uaea of 
^cifcvamalUtioo. B«t neitbsr caeM fte:dlgr be^akeii by etnm, 
^ reason of ifea high sitaetioR md Ihs o f uglh rf its i^e^, aer 
ieottld a Uodsede torn in dny mSket, beemae they Ihad Kwfa 
ahmidaiit atoiee of cetn bid «|» it tbair iMfnEnea, m te-te 
jMorethMiettffioient for nBoesaarycansamptinn. -^e'didtMit^ 
ibepefope, heinQ^i» ho|^, etther of itahiogAfr |i|aoe by -a i w k , 
'or of lediKaag it to 'a tBwreeder, henig tfamighiy«0q«cbfted 
wiiththe VMM, reaolv^ tocenrya noeintD tbaiduddl, ev^lft 
Appoifite aide iif ^e oity ; 4vbidi^iitt[ tbelieatiaBeiired »by itto 
«AtHial strength, 'was the leaatAttovdd to. He«H|ied>ontta 
<aiHDi<eaehoe4bi> the <Walla m^m paBtSnnset distant ioewthia ; end 
havii^ formed his ftraims into imt ditiaion)S,4ilho We»a lo «retevi^ 
fMoh otther sHoocnsiTe^ in the «ctioB,-iby^^ohtinaini tbe.4l|(ftft 
nijght «pd dtqc without aiU nti ni 8 S iaa,^he tso^stangsd imsiatteritMNi 
of tl^i enen^ Ahet ^hey never ^(Msceixed m .wdiifc eshkh ban 
oanyiisr on iiniil, a^way hetngdng^ froaocthB a i w a p lhwM |h'tlie 
motHimaii, « ysse^go 'Waa eyrJshd tup aiite tin loitadelt end tin 
StreoinM, whose (Songhta ^Mena diverted iftsmUiheir seal dtngnr 
by (alee alMWii dieooveied, jfima the^iAoiite of the Baeaay nttnr 
their heads, thatthdir oity was^tdten. >ln tfaasynonthe oeiunis» 
CaiMS Fucina Paeilna and Kascoa ^breganine iMa iMHi Bi, -pm» 
noiwioed that (he vodertakers had ^alfilea ifanh loentbeat ibt 
^niahing ^ icouH*ho«n^ in tthe fiaid of Man^cand iftheianre^f 
of the people waa pefefanned there for the fiett'thne^ 

23. 1 and, in Lwimns^Hlaoec, the aamexeniBiBTa i a l nc l ad fot 
the foUowing year : (A. U. O. am, B. C ^M ?<* V^elerhm 
Antiaa and QiNntns l^bero mention lianeoa JIanliaa and 
Quintus •Sulpieine aa oonauk. in -aoppcst of.repiusttilaliuiJa >an 
widely diffeeent, hotb Tnbero andOBaccr cite the linen hoote an 
their authoii^ : but neither nf ihen deny the recoid of aaninnft 
wnteiB, who maintainfthatiherewerBtmilitasy tribunes in>that ^Fesr. 
liciaiua ie of opinion that the linen boohs ^ongfat to fae'iihplidtljp 
followed. TubeiD cannot iketeraiine poaitiveh' on either eida. 
But this is a point which, among others, involved in obKdBty« 
by length of time, must be Jeft nn e ottl e d . Th e ca pture of Rderns 

• ' ' ■ ' ■ " •- ■■ - '■ ■ " ■ ^ 

• Deadned topofallc uses, such as holding the cermta, or sunwyef 
4fe people, the recepdon of ambassadors, Ac. 
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t a iiifiim wath ayprahiwuinwi of siniibr nitn, but tk» Fatiieimi 
ifaD^conciiMni e£ Baving eammimaed the w« in eouiaactimi 
with tiifiiiiv, althoimh. tfa^ kad nat. jjMiiedi inai in the v mt mk^ 
of iBisfedities. Tboa* Hm: Btttioni^ dieiefiBi^ ha(fiii|^ aeAt ai»> 



baCBsadon ta ail te fiwalva sOktafl^ a«fe yaoemeA Miwtiar ftn»« 
0BnexBji meatitiy at thm tample of ValttuinMs ^ mmM^s *PP>*- 
ABBske of t pawezfiri cttaek fttmi tkat ^avtov, onltfredf If ttOMtf- 



OM iEmiUai to be, useoood tiflve a|ipointQd dictntor. He mmtd 
Jkitkvm Postumite Xobertne mAatev o€ ttw hOrae, nutaang Hiofe 
fnmetbA pmpuatiens faa thiecaoBpaigp thttv fmtibt kttty ii» ]Ml- 
ftortioiLaethB d&nnerwae grcttterfrem tbentade bdly of Btwnk, 
thao b had been nom t#o:of i)»8tetoa. 

94 That iasineaa andiBd «Mre ^uiad^ linft couli bat* bedb 
CBpacted: ftnr accaanto ^mtm laeawed ftom- aome I t k wi l t 
tadeca Hkwt the Veksnliaaa bad. met with a.»fitaal of aid, and 
had been desired to prosecute, vntAttbeiit wm atve^th, wvf&f ih 
which they had engased on thaar ofwm sepaiato view*^an^not 
•ndevroinr t» bring ouera to partake intheirdiatieaBes^ t»i«4Mai 
tfaej had impanad no ahare of tliiBir pmspaeta w4iel» Aieyi wnf^ 
£iiwiiFable. The dictator^ thus fobbed ti the harve* of gloiy 
which he czpeotad to have seeped from mflitary affairs, In oidiar 
tiiat his appoiutaient might not be altogether without elfoer, 
eonoeived a desire of pecforming some eiopkHt in (Aia eiiril' tine 
of buainesa, and which shonld remain as a monoment of his die*- 
^atorafaip. He undertook, therefore, to limit the eoAsorship; 
oither judging its powers excessive, or dtsappAJving of Iheiv d«i^ 
tion more tlua <k their extent In psgraoaBce of this desigf^ 
haTiBg summoned an assemblj of the people, he told them tMC^ 
** with regaird to foreign afiaira, and the estabfisking of aaountf 
•n every side, the immortal gods had taken the admiMStnrtiMi 
on theflOMlvea. That as ta what waa fitting, to be done within 
the walls, he would zealously maintain the liberty of the Roman 
people : i^ow thare waano aaethod of guarding it so eflhctual, as 
the taking caie that offieee of greet power should not be of long 
continuance; and that those whose iurisdiction could not be 
limited, should be limited in point of duration : that while other 
inagiatraciee- weie annual, the censorship was of fi^e yean' eon^ 
tinuance ; and it waa grievous to people to have the greater part 
of thjsir actions subjected to the control of the same persons for 
aoch a number of years : he woidd, therefore, propose a law thai 
the censorship should not last longer than a year and a half." 
Kezt day the Uw waa passed, and with the universal appvoi- 
katiott of the people. He then said, '* To oonrinoe yon by nif 
conduct, Romans, how much I disapprove of long continuant 
& office, I here resign the dictatorship.*^ Having thoic put mk 
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«iid to one oflke, and linuts to sabdier, "be WMy On luB nof^ 
nation, escorted by the people to his faoose with the wannest 
ezpreiwiona of gratitude and affection. The cenaois, higUy 
oiended at his having imposed iei ces^ction on a pabUc office 
of the Roman state, degraded Mamefcus into a lower tfibe,* 
and, increaainff hie taxes eight-fold, disfrmchised him.t ~ We 
•re told that no bore; this treatment with great magnammit^, 
regarding the canse of the disgrace, rather than the disgrace 
itself; and that the principal patricians, though they had been 
adverse from a diminution nf the privileffcs of the censorship, 
■weire,. nevertheless, highly difl|deased at mis instance of harsb 
.aisverity in the censors ; every one pefceiving that he must be 
oftener and for a longer time subiisct to others in the office of 
censor, than he could hold the office himself: The people^s in- 
d^nation certainly rose to such a height, that no other in^uence 
than that of Mamerciis himself could have deterred them fimm 
offering violence to the censors. 

25. [A. U. C. 322, B. C. 430.] The plebeian tribunes b; 
constantly haranguing the people against thiB election of consuls, 
prevailed at last, after bringmg the a&ir almost to an interreg- 
num, that, the nuUtary tribunes, with consular power^ should be 
elected. In the prize of victory which they aimed at, the pro- 
curing a plebeian to be elected, thery were entirely disappointed. 
The persons chosen were all patricians, Marcus Fabius Vibu- 
knus, Marcua Fossius, and Lucius Sergius Fidenas. Doriii|; 
^t year, the pestilence kept other matters quiet. For the re»- 
toraticm of health to the people, a temple was TOwed to Apollo ; 
.ibd the decemvirs, by dtrectiou of the books, performed many 
rites for the purpose of appeasing the wmth of the gods, and 
averting the pestilence. The mortality, notwithstanding, was 
flreat among men and cattle, both in the city and the country. 
Iheading a famine, in consequence of the death of the fausband- 

* The division of the people into tribes, made by Romnlas, regarded 
the stock, or origin, of the coastitaeot members; the subsequent ooe^ 
by Benriua, was merely local, and a tribe then signified nothing more 
than a certain space of ground with Its inhabitants; but as the tribes 
ineressed in number, which they did at last to thirty-ilve, this kind of 
division was set aside, and a tribe became, not a quarter of the city, bat 
a fraternity of citizens, connected by a participation in the common 
rtehts of the tribe, without any reference to their places of residence. 
The rustic tribes were always reckoned more honourable than the city- 
tribes, because the business of agriculture was heki in the higheaC 
estimation, and because the lowest of the people were enrolled in the 
latter. The difference of rank among the rustic tribes depended part^r 
on tbehr antiquity and partly on the number of illustrious families con> 
tpioed in each. In manv cases the tribes took their names finom some 
or those distinguished ntmiUes. 

1 1. e. deprived him of all the privileges of a citizen ; on which he be* 
earns a citizen, so fiuronly as hs paid taxes. 
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^»*&, thejE tfenti f«r com taEtrwrin, anA tli« Pemplm^ distriefti 
Ite Ctim»» ftad at, iasfc k» Stici^ aW. Ke monlton was ite^ ol 
•feetangv c«Bstth, Millterf* trilKHKs^ with ooteolaff po«Nfi mmm 
«ppoti»le4< atf |aftri«ianar Lvwftua Wirmmm Ma « ciiOMMM» Larim 
Furius MeduUinus, and Spurias Postumkis Albas. [A> U. fiL 
3S3» B. €..49a.] I» Ulia yteaB« tU* vdikincA of the dirtier 
9baJt»d, not vmeiVi ffa«re anji dtpreHeilnoiM «r ft WAitHjr •€ Qosd, 
eve having l)f «t ta^o to pfOiPida a^wiaf W< SehftoiM £m e» 
citii^ w«i» w«m i^tAt«4 Ilk llie nestings of this ^ilplana sdd 
Yekciftna, aad* ki Ei^m «k tbe temple «f Voitufiifia. Heito 
the bn^uieaa wa« adMuoMd ibv a year, add « decM^pasaed,. foD- 



hiddkii^ any asaembly toi t»e held befoM that tine, whde the n*- 
tum o# the Vrt i Btatia iie ii> nwa Oetn^ned' that thfr wra& ioi^ 
fortancift hwig Ovef Vdii whid) biKl ieatoajed Pidea«». AUav 
while at ^(tm» the Ifeadeia of th&aemmoiis^ mAmt had for a long 
iimo ia yaiB pasaoed the hapea «f attaining higher digniifytdtMeik^ 
thie ivtenml of t^atut^ii^ abuM, <all»d the peepta tegMhef m 
tWhoueea of the tnhweea, and theiA ei^ftcertedd (JMir plaiM ia 
•eeset. They ^ompMae^ tfaa^ " they wen .fnaated vhith aMoh 
conteAifM hgr the^eQf»tiiQii$» th<^ ikotwitfaotaMliiig' militaiy tfib» 
ttnea wi^ oonaidaE peWei had been efected: for ae man^. y«Mi^ 
Ba pleboMn, hud ei^cr. ydt been «ttoMred to v^tain thai henoeft 
Theic aneeatoia^" they, aaid^ *']y4 abowit: giaalb Ihiesight m 
previdii^tbftt the ptebotaii itiagiati^ietf. aheuld ael be open te 
Muy. piHinciatts etbeywiae they Would heve^ had patlicieA fnboBte 
(»£ fcho oeimflrafK ;. ao»deqpieiihfe aie w^ervwB iik the eyiee of our ewii 
fKT^f and not leds eentembedrt^y the coBmena thea hy the pa^ 
taeieae thettseltes/* OthdA teoh off th^ blame fraoa the eon* 
■MBS, and threw k on the patrieiane ^ " It weathfotigh their aiM 
wd iatriguea,** they iaid, "that, the aceeto t6 hooeiHi^ w«9 
beiitod fffpftiwet the plebeiaBa^ If the ^ om m w t iB were aHowed 
lime to hroathp frMi tfaekr eoitreatiea mixed with raenaeea, thejr 
would eodi^ to ea election ^ith a due legacd te the interest of 
fiieir «wft paisly, and as they had alieady tfeeioed OBotectioo tof 
tfaemaftlvei^wiKdd aMnoie also the adminiatrfttien of the goveroK 
iQent" It was ieaol«ied that| for the ptirpeae of aboliayng thft 
pfcaetioe of those ialiigaes, the tiihones ahottld propose a Uw« 
th*t ne penoB ahould b»aBewed, on applyiag fotf an. offiee, ta 
«dd any white t» his gwBMBt* Thia may afjtear at present b 
ftivial maltsr, aeemely fit to he aeriooaly me&tioBed* yet it thsv 
kindled a veiy hot coHtentioB between the patcicivis and ple^ 
bsiana. The ftribudea, however, got the bettec» and earned the> 

■ ■ ' I I >■ ■ . ■ •■ n; « . I ■ r » 

* T« nfth i( Wtili obalk, in order to increase Us whiteneas, md render 
tbemseKea more coiwpieuous. It was the practice of those who 
soBcited any pabttc (^ffce thns to pdte their gaiYnents more Whiter; 
taenee ttiey were ealted MMifdatf, Ccan<fidale%> a WDfd slW IB OBBt 
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Itw; and as it was evident fiiat the comnums, in their present 
state of iU-humour, would give their support lo persons of their 
own party, in oider to piit this out or their power a decree 
of the senate was passed that the election should be held fat 
eonsnls. 

89. The reason assigned was, intelligenee receired from the 
Latmes and Hemicians of the ^quans and Yolsciaiis having 
suddenly commenced hoetilities, [A. U. C. 384, B. C 428] 
Titus Quintios Cincinnatus, who had also the surname of 
Pennus, son of Lucius, and Caios Julius Mento, were made 
conscds. Nor were they kept in suspense, with respect to the 
danger mrehended from their enemies. The .£quans and 
Volsctans having held a levy of troops under their devoting law, 
which is their most powerful instrument for forcing men into the 
service, marched a numerous company from mch nation to 
Algidum, where they met -add foraied separate camps ; the 
generals taking eztraordinaiy pains, beyond what had ever been 
practised before, in fortifying their posts and ej^erdsins their 
men ; which rendered the accounts broncbt to Rome stiU more 
alsrming. The senate resolved that a dicUtor should be sp* 
p<Nnted, because, thouj||h these were nations often vsnqui^ied, 
yet in the present revival of hostilities, they had used more 
vigorous efiforts than before ; and no small number of the Roman 
youths had been cut off by the sickness. Above all, they were 
alarmed bv the perverMness of the consuls, the disagreement 
between themselves, snd the opposition which they gave each 
other in every measure. Sivme writers ssy that these consuls 
wwe defeated in a battle at Algidum, and that this was the 
lesson for appointin^r a dictator. Thk much is certain, that 
though ^jr differed in eveiy thing else, they perfectly agreed in 
the one point, that of opposing the will of the senate, and re* 
fosing to nsme a dictator, until Quintus Servilius Priseus, a man 
who had passed throush the highest dirties with singular 
honour, finding the intelligence which arrived grew more and 
more alarming, and that the consuls would not be directed by 
the senate, expi^ssed himself thus : ** Tribunes of the com- 
mons, matters have come to -extremity ; the senate appeals to 
you, that in the present state of public affairs, yon floay, by the 
authority vested- in you, oblige the eonsnls to name a dictator.'* 
This application seemed to the tribunes to affind them a ^ood 
opportunity of extending their power ; wherefore, after retiring 
together, they declared by die authority of their body, that *^ it 
was their determinatioH that the eonsula should follow the direc- 
tions of the senate, and that if they persisted in their opposition 
to the sentiments of that most illustrious body, they would order 
them to be carried to prison." The consols were better pleased 
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tDtwttrercOBOMbjtlietribiiiies thaa bjr the setiat*, ftt dteBtiM 
ikod leodoastntiog, that ** th^ pieiogfttives of libit chief MMfpa^ 
tncj were betrayed by the tenaton, and the censalahip subjiH 
gated ta the trtbomtian power. If UiecoosoU woe liable to be 
OTemiled by a tribune, by Tirtiie of hia office, in any particuhff, 
they^wBie liable also to be sent to prison. And what neater 

• hardship could any private person apprehend 1 It fell by lot, for 
evmi on that point the colleagues could not agne, to TitM 
Qniniius to name* the dictator, and he made clKHce of Aulas 
Postumiua Tubertus, his own father-in-law, a otan of remarkable 
strictness in command. Loeius Julias was by him nominated 
master of the horse. At ihe same time a proclamation was 
issued for a vacation from civil business, and that nothing should 
be attended to in any part of the city but preparations for hos- 
tilities. The examination of the cases of th^ae who claimed 
immunity from, serviee was to be made at the conclusion of the 
vrar, which induced even those, whose claims were doubtful, to 

. give in their names. The Hemicians and Latiaes also Vrere 
<«idered to send a supply of forces, and they both exerted tfaeoi- 
selves with zeal, in obedience to the dictator's will. 

37. All thete measures were executed with the utmost dee- 
patch, the consul Caius Julius being left to. guard the city, 
while Lucius Julius, master of the hwse, was to answer the 
exigences of the camp ; and that there should be no deUy with 
respect to any thing which might there be wanted, the dictitor, 
repeating the form aket the chief pontiff Aulus Cknnelias, 
▼owed to celebrate the |(ceat games on- the occasion of this, 
sadden war. HThsn dividmg his troops with the consul Quuitiui, 
he began his march from the city, and quickly came vp with the 
enemy. Having observed that these had formed two camps aft 
& little distance from each other, they in like manner encamped 
separately at about a mile from them, the dictator towards Tus- 
cinumi and tho consul towards Lanuvium. Thus there were 
four armies, and so many fortified posts, havinj^ between them a 
plain oi sufficient extent not only for the skirmishes of small 
parties, but even for drawibg up the armies on both sides in 
battle array. From die time when the camps were |Mtehed m 
the neighbourhood of each other, there was continual skirmish- 
ing, the dictator readily aUowing his men to compare strength ; 
and, from the success of these combats, he gradually foniMd a 
eonfident expectation of fotore victory in a regular fight The 
enemy, therefore, finding no hopes left of succeeding in a gen- 
eral engagement, made an attack by night on the camp of the 
consul, on the issue of which the final decision of the dispute 
would pcobably depend. Their shout, which th^ set up on a 
Midden, rouiea from deep not only the eonsol's watch-guards, 



'^UMSftre tfv|uinlig i m i BK nmtuiuy tlfacfHifiiL ifaomd.M dUih 
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tmnput &«Nin£ In the oOnecanp^ ivbnv tfas di^tMte cnn- 
AiindedR, m thete waM^kn* Muliiilt, m it was eannl to ptrveite 
whAt Wfts twoessaT^r to. ba done. Dnpitoiiuig tlUir s jwurib i ai l- 
ttwiit to tlM «oiiMil*ii eanqiv ondsr the ccnnnaftd. of Spiimw 
F4MtiiiHici«AttRii^lie«taiiaiik«geiMtal,]b Uloafll^withsbttif'dr 
fi>pao«» naking anMH <tk08^ ^n>cBBd«A to a»plaaa4]mi«>iMirid 
iWmi tha Mry o£ action, vitaiew he |iiiu|iiiiiii1 to laaka i 



iuiei)Meted aMaak on tfaa ansn^o raai. To <^i&tiia Sulpkam, 
Uentanant-gwiafal, ho gatre tho cliaxge of tte aaaip ; to Maaiiui 
FaibiQa, liautanant-f^noral; ho asa^gM tba cardty v niitbaktata 
(hat thow troopa, wtocb it would bo hnadir vaasiUa to i 



» troo|>a, vmA it would bo haxdlf paasih 
k the ooNiWafoi^ af a ooniiet bf aigfai^ aboald not ativ atoU 
4a^0Mit. Story wmamm whidi mAyr -otfaflr gonarali. ho — > m 
akilfM anil totitoy «onld at aoek a jimctuto o&cand ezerato, 
hoordotod and oiecvtedwith psifect iBgnlarily. Bot it wasa 
aingular instance of judgaiant aad inlaopidity^ and entiikd ty 
- ttore than ovfinarf pRnae^ thatnot contont wkhdvCinahre |ian^ 
ha daapatohat^ Marana Gaganioa^ with^ aoahe ehoeen eehorta^ to 
attaok that oanpof te eaam^y iia« wbidiy acaoriiDg tat tin 
intettiganoo of in. aeoota). theyr bad matched eufc thas^ gratoar 
MmAmt of ttocMft Fkttmg on nun whoae idaila attontniL waa 
ongtoated l;^ the danigar^of ,their frienda, wUfe they woo iaee 
from any^ appci^enaion^ for thamaahn^ add hid oeglectsd pootmg 
watdhea of adTanoad gnaida^ ha. nflda hiaaelf- maater at the 
^wfi floonor aiaoat than Ibe^ knew that ft waa attarhodi A 
aignid bOMg then given hf anialaat aa had bean, oehcextod^ the 
dintator pseioeinng tt, died oat thai the eneny'a om^ifMUtLm^ 
•and ordarad tlM nawa to be eonaeysd to aM the hKAM. 

t», Bf^bu time, day aopeazid^ and mwmrr thing loF ope* to 
view. Fabina had aliefed^ohaigad with the cat^adiy, and tie 
ooeanihad aaflied fiom the eampien tho eneaifv «be Ware near 
moah diaeoneartad, when rhe dictator on. another aide^ hraqg 
attacked their tooerre and aecoaid lin^ thiaw his vktatioaa 
iMMfMsbeth faana and feel, hi tbewaya# aR their cdbatoy to 
tfae^ tamed themsalyea abontto the diaaonant ahoata, and the 
Traiwna sudden aaaaoha. Beinfl thus hanaied in on emty asda, 
tbey wooU, to a manr have ondaigond the paniabineat aae> to 
their mfiaetion of tho peace, had not Teetiua Measins. a Va*- 
aeian, a nan mete rauowned for hie deeds thas hia desoenl, 
upbraiding his men aa Hbef ware forming theaaselvea nto a 
circle, catted oat with a hmd voiee^ ** Do yon aMond to oflhr 
yoaiaehto to the weap<Mia of the tmavf hwa, whale yoa an 
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awkft defimce Bar oliUin rvrenget To wliat pfarpose, 
tiien, hmve jcn arms in your handv 1 Or why i!id yda undertake 
an ofiena^e w«r, ever turbulent in pettce and dastardly in arma't 
"What hopes do you purpose in standing here t Do you expect 
tiuit some god will protect and carry you from hence 1 With the 
sword, the way must be opened. Come on, you who wish to 
■ee yoor booses and your patents, yout wires and children, fol- 
low wherever you see me lead the way. There is neither vM 
.nor rampart, nothing to obstruct you, but men in arms, wi(h 
-vHiich you are. as well furnished as they. Equal in braveiy, 
ywi are superior to tiiem in point of necessity, the oUimate and 
moat forcible of weapons." No sooner had he uttered these 
words than he put them in execution) and the rest, raising the 
about anew, and following him, made a violent push on that 
part whflro Bostomius Albus had drawn up his forces in their 
way V and made the conqueror give grr>dnd, until the dictator 
came up, just aa his men were on the point of retreating. Thus 
the whole weight of ^ battte was turned to that quarter. 
Massiiw alone supported the fortune of the enemy, while many 
wooads were received, and great slaughter was made on both 
gidea. By this time the Roman generals themselves were not 
milrart in the fight : one of them, Postumius, retired from the 
field, having his scull fractured by t^e stroke of a stone ; but 
DMtlier couUl the dictator be prevailed on, by a wound in his 
shoulder, nor Fataius, by having his thigh ahnost pinned to his 
horse, nor the consul, by his arm being cut oflf, to withdraw 
finui this perilous conflict. 

30. Messinsy at the head of a band of the bravest youth^ 
chttged the enemy with such impetuosity, that he forced his 
way through heape of slaughtered foes to the camp, of the Vol- 
•ciana, which was still in meir possession, and the whole body 
of-theanny followed the same route. The consul, pursuing 
their disoidered troops to the very rampart, assaulted me camp 
itaelf, and the dictator brousht up his forces with the same pur- 
pose on the other side. There was no less bravery shown on 
both sides in this assault than had been seen in the battle. We 
an told that ih& consul even ttffew a standard withm the ram- 
part, to make the soldien posh on with more briskness, and that 
the first impreasion was made in recov^rii^ it. The dictator 
having levelled the ramptft, had now canied the fight withm 
the works, oh which the enemy every where biegan to throw 
down theif srms, and surrender ; and on giving up themselves 
and their camp, they were all, except the memben of their 
senate, exposed to sale. Part of the spoil was restored to the 
I^ines aiul Hemicians, who clauned it as their property ; the 
rest the dictator sold by auction ; and having left the consul >p 



lenewed hostititiM. N«f>OTlM«n» iIm litnUb wm beOCy maA 
when, after taking the cvatooiaiy oath, diey deneaded ntislac- 
tion, no attention wac paid to theoi. llien «ow a d i a pyt o 
vrhether the war ahoald be decUted by oid«r of the people, «r 
whether a decree of the senatie.werfe euflicient The tiibane*, 
. by threatening openly that they would hinder any levy ofeoUieis, 
carried the point that the conroU ^oold take the aaBee of tiie 
people concerning it. AU the centuries voted for it. fo aoMher 
i{>articular, too, the commona ahoweda- superiority, for diey fsait- 
ried the point that consuls should not be elected for the next year. 
31. Four military tribunes, with comnlar oowery were eleel- 
ed : Titus Quintius Pennas» firomtheeonaulship, Oeivs FnrhM, 
Jdaicus Po9tumius, and Aulns ConMtans Cossos. {A: U. C. 
329, B. C. 423.] Of these, Gossushehi the«onmami in «he 
city The other three, after enli«tiBgiQiees,'maTohed to Veii, 
and there exhibited an instance -of the peiBiciooe.eflbct8on sfli- 
tary operations resulting from a divided command'; < for while 
each maintained an d^inion different from' ^(he^nst, -and endecv- 
cured to enforce his oyrn plaosi they gave an opportumty to dn 
enemy to take them at advantage* Accttodingiy, the VeientJMM, 
seizing a critical moment, made en* attack on theiff'tiQope, wlio 
knew not how to act, one of .their genenls oiidadng the. rianal 
for retreat to be gtven^ anQther the.chargs to be aeonded. . 'A&r 
were thrown into confusion .conse^«MBtiy«<. and' toraed thav 
backs ; but found safety in their eamp* which waa-BigbiathaDd : 
their disgrace therafore was graatcc thasJheir loss, i -The. citi- 
zens^ unaccustom^ to defeats, were seiied with (ysmal<app»»- 
hensioQs, execrated the tribttnea, and called alirad for a dietatOf ; 
in him alone, they said, the state coeld pl«t»anv hopea. HeM 
again a religious scruple interfered, leat these should be. an iai- 
propriety in a dictator being nominated byany'^other thaa a . 
consul : but the augurs beine consulted, removed that doubt. 
Aulus GomoUus nominated -Mamercus JEmiliQs dictator, and 
was himself nominated by him master of th? hone ;> so little 
was the effiect^f the disgrace iniBicted by the cenaots: for wAmd 
the state once came to atand in need of a pemon of- nal mvit, 
it would not be prevented ikora seeking a e o p re n wi diiector of 
its affairs in a house undeservedly eensured. ' The Ve ie nt ia ns, 
puffed up by their success, sent ambataadors 4o all the atatosof 
Etruria, boasting, that they had, in one battle, defeated 4hie« 
Roman generala ; and though. they ooidd not thereby prevail on 
the general confedeistoy to embark publicly in their caose, yet 
they procured from all parte, a number of volunteers aliursd by 
the hopes of plunder. The Fidenatiana were the only state 
which resolved to renew hostilities ; and, as if there were some 
Ipnd of impiety in commencing wv otherwiae than with some 
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•tzocious deed) ■tainin; thetbr trms now with tbe blood of Che 
new colonists, as they had formeiiy don^ with that of the 
ambaasadon, they joined themseWes to the Veientians. The 
leaders of the two nations then consulted together, whether 
they should choose Yeii or Fidenv fmr the seat of the war : 
Fidene appeared the more convenient. The Veientians there- 
fore, crossing the Tiber, removed it thither. At Rome, the alarm 
was excessive : the troops wero recalled from Yeii, very much 
dispirited by^ their defeat, and encamped befoi^ the Colline gate : 
others were armed and posted on the walls. Business was 
stopped in the comrts of justice, the shops were shut up, and 
every thing bore the appearance of a camp rather than of a city. 

SS.'The dictator dien, sending criers through the streets, 
called the alarmed people to an assembly, and rebuked them 
•barply *' for suffering their courage to. depend so entirely on 
eveiy ^riflin^ iricident in the course of fortune, as that on meet- 
ing with an inconsiderable loss, and that not owing to the bravery 
of the enemy, or to want of courage in tbe Roman army, but to 
a disagreement between their commanders, they should be seised 
with dread of their enemies of Yeii, whom they had^ six tiroes 
vanquished, and of Fidenoe, a town as often taken as' attacked. 
Ho reminded them that both the Romans and their enemies were 
the same that they had been for so many centuries past ; thehr 
courage the same ; their strength of body the same ; and the 
aame aims which they. wore. That he himself, Mamercus 
.AUnilins, was also the same dictator who formerly at Fidens 
looted the armies of the Yeientians and Fidenatians, when they 
had the additional support of the Faliscians ; and his master of 
the hoffse was the same Aulus Cornelius who, in a former war, 
when he ranked as military tribune, slew Lars Tolomuiis, the 
king of 4hese Yeientians, in the sight of both armies, and car- 
vied his-spolia opima to the temple of* Jupiter F^eretnus. He 
exhorted them therefore to t^ke urms, reflecting that on their aide 
were triumpha, on their side spoils, on their side victory : on the 
aide of the enemy, the guilt of violating the laws of nations by 
the murder of ambassadoxs, the maasaore of the Fidenatiaa 
colonists in time of peace, the infraction of truces, and a 
seventh unsuccessful revolt : assuring them he was fully confi- 
dent, that when t^y should have once encamped within reach 
of the foe, the joy of those enemies, so deeply plunged in guilt 
for the late disgrace of the Roman army, would soop be at an 
end; and also that a demonstration would be given to the 
Roman people how much better these persons merited of the 
commonwealth who nominated him dicUtor a third time, than 
those who, oat of malice, on account of his having snatched 
izbitrary power out of the hands of the censon, threw a blot en 
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1m Mcond M^ccMwrful dioUtonhip." Having afoed up vowi ha 
the flods, he mod begso his mardi, and pUcbad his camp fiiUea 
handred paoea on this aide of Fidene, having his xiffht covered 
Ivr mountaioa^ and his left by the river Tib^. He oidend 
Titua Qttinliua Peonua, UeuteDaot-genepal, to take poMeaaiaa 
of the hilla, and to post himself privaSely on whatever emioenoe 
•tood in tli^ eoemy^s rear. Next day, when the Etrurians had 
marched out to the field, fuU of confidence in consequence of 
their success on the former da^f, though more indebted for it ta 
accident than to their ^prowess m fig^t, die dictator, after waiting 
a short time until he received information 6om his scouts thaiK 
Quintiua had reached an eminence which stood nesr the citadel 
fk Fiden»> put his troops in motion, and led on bis line of in- 
luiliy inoroer of battle m their quickest pace againat the enemy. 
The vuu^r of the horse he commanded not to enter on actioR 
without oidears ; telling him that be would give a signal whoa 
theie should be occaaion for the aid of the cavalry ; aM desirinjg 
him then to show by his bchaviottr that he still bore in mind hio 
fight with their king, the magnificent offering which he had 
Blade, and the respect wUeh he owed to Romulus and Jupiter 
Fentrina. The legiona began the conflict with impetoooityL 
Tha Romana, inflsmed with keen animoaity, gmtified their saa- 
noorboth with deeds and words; upbraiding the FidenatiaM 
with impiety, the Veientians as mbbers ; calling them tniae* 
hraakem, polluted with the horrid murder of smbassadora, stained 
with' the blood of their own brethren of the colony, peifidiow 
aUios, and daataidly foea. 

38. Their very first, onset had made an impressmn on tkm 
MMmy ;. when, on a sodden, the gates of Fidenn Hywa open, a 
strange kind of army aaliied foi3i, unknown, and nnhosira of 
befooa. An immense multitude, armed with buminff firebrands^ 
aa if harried on by frantic rage, rushed on against me Bi>maMi, 
This very extraordinary medet>f fighting fiUed the issaiisnta, 
for some time, with tenor; on which the dicUtor, who vsna 
actively empli^ed in animating the fight, having called np tba 
w ssle t of the horn with the cavalry, imd also QuintiQa firom tba 
■MMuitaiBs, faastsnod hioMelf to the left wing ; whioh being im 
honor firom the oonfiagmtion, aa it might more properiy be eatt* 
•d than a battle, had Mtined team the flamee, and with aloiid 
voice called oat, ** Wfll you aufibr yovraelires'to be driven from 
yaor ground, and retreat finm an unarmed enemy, van^irishad 
with smoke, like a awarm of bees! Will yon not exUngoiah 
those firee with the sw(»d1 Or will yvn not, eadi in his aooC^ 
if we mast fight with fire, and not with arms, seise on thaaa 
bvanda, and throw them back on the fiie! Advanoe : recolieel 
Urn honour of iho AontB name, your own-btaveiy) and diat o# 
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von* HMKfv ! tmi iniB (B6iiMgnitton on '^10 tnty &('y&sf MMBiny, 
«lid with its own flamec denaOlttfh Fid«MB, wlii<« yon eoitld 
B»vcr iecl«iii hf your kindhiMs. Hm 10 whet th« Mood of 
^Kiiir ftinlMBaadon ftitd eolonisto, «iid file d«flOl«ttOft of your 
fipoiifti0n« oogfal t» floggett" At the oonmwntf -of the i^tttttm 
'ine iraole ine ndYsnced , the BrebMiras ifi4kicb hsd been nifvywn 
l»ere cvogfht up ; othera were-WMeied sway by ferae ; and thna 
Ibe \wopB on hoiib tidei were amed alilie. - 7^ master of the 
iMxrae too, om his part« intvedneed among thecatah^ a new mode 
of %htiDg : he oidefed his men to tAe off the hiidfes from 
timr hones; while he hhnsisif, ^vppmg span f» his owq. 
p forwsid, and was earned headfong hy the mihtid!ed 
I i^to the midst of the flames. In like nnumer, the other 
\ being sponed on md finsed Irom all feslrahit, earned nieir 
vdeis with Ml speed against the enen^. The etoods of dost 
■ijniiiiiied with the smoke^ eicohided vie Tight from both men 
and horses; so that the laMerwen consecjMtljr not affrighted 
fee the foimer hid been. Tlie eavalry, therefeie, wherever they 
pene&ated, boiie down evety thing with iiiemst^Me force. A 
liMMit wse «aiw heard from a new <{earter, whi<^ Inmng 9t(Tprni*> 
•Attid attracted the attention of both armies, fhedietator called 
•ut ahmd, ^t his lieutenant-general Quintins and his patty frad 
■ttacAKd the enemy's rear ; and then, raising the shoot anew, 
•dmced agsinst them with redoabled vigDiHr. The Etrurians, 
annonnded and attacked both in ffont and rear, «nd closely 
pvessed by two armies in two* different battles, had no room for 
vetieat, either to the camp or to the moontsins. The way was 
Mocked up by the new enemy ; and -fhe horses, freed fimn the 
hmdles, having spread thems^res with their riders oteir erery 
diierant part, the greatest rnimber of the Yeientians IMi ptedp- 
ititely to the-Tiber. The snrriiring Fidenatians msde towards 
the aty oi Fidohflft. The fortMr, flying in consternation, fell 
mto die midst of their foes, and met destruction. Many were 
cat to pieces on the hanks of the riyer ; some were forced into 
the water and swallowed in the eddies ; eren sncb 'as were 
apert at swimming were weired down by faCigee, by Ifhett 
woonds, and the iSght; so that,^oa« of a great nomber, f^t 
i^BOhed the opposite bank. The other body piv)ceeded throogh 
their camp to the city, whither the Remans brMkly pursued 
tem, pai&uhffly Qnintras, >«d thoee who descended wkh him 
ftom the nunnitsins, these being the frediest for action, as hat 
ing come np towards the end of the engagement. 
. JM. These entering the gate t<^ther with the fenemy made 
tbeir w^to the top of the wslls, and fhwi thence gave a sfgmd 
t« thehr fiiends &i the town bein^ taken. The dictator, who 
k«i by thi» time talsen posseaaion of the deserted camp, oo- 



m men, who were eager to diapoiae theimelves Jn 
ie»cK^ oT plunder, and with the hopes of finding the mater 
booty in the city, led them on to the ^te ; and being adnutted 
within the walls, proceeded to the citadel, whither he saw the 
crowds of fugitives hunying. Nor was less slaughter made liero 
than in the field ; until, throwing down their arms, and begging 
only their lives, the enemy suirendered to the dictator : bo£ 
the city and camp were given up. to be plundered. Next day, 
tiie dictator assigned by lot one captive to each horseman mod 
centurion, and two to such as had distinguished themseWee hf 
extraordinary behaviour, and sold the rest by auction : then lie 
led back to Rome his victorious army, enriched with abuodanee 
of spoil ; and ordering the master of the horse to resurn has 
office, he immediately gave up his own, on the sixteenth &j of 
his holdinff it ; leaving the government in a state of tranquiUity, 
which he had roceivMl in a state of war and of danger. Some 
anoab have reported that there was also a naval enjgagemeot 
with the Veientians at Fidens, a fact equally impracticable and 
incredible ; the river even at present being not bread enoo^ for 
the purpose, and at that time, as we learn from old wnteia, 
considerably narrower. This we can no otherwise account for 
tiian by supposing that thev magnified the importance of e 
■cuflle whicQ took place, perhaps between a few ships in die- 
poting the passage of Uie river, and thereon pounded those 
empty pretensions to a naval victory. 

36. The ensuing year had military. tribunes with consular 
power. Aulus Sempronius Atratinus, Lucius Quintiiis Cin- 
cinnatus, Lucius Furius MedulUnus, and Lucms Horatins Bai- 
batus. £A. U. C 330, B. G. 422.] A truce for twenty yean 
was granted to the Veientiins ; and one for three years to the 
.£qoans, although these had petitioned for a longer term. At 
home there were no disturbances. The yesr following, thougk 
not distinguished by either troubles abroad or at home, was ren- 
dered remarkable by the celebration of the games which had 
been vowed on occasion of the war, through the splendid msiK 
ner in which they were exhibited by the military tribunes, and. 
also throuffh the extraordinary ooncoorve of the neighbouring ' 
l^ple. The tribunes with consular power [A. U. C. 331, 
0, C. 421] were Appius Claudius Crassus, Spurius Nauttua 
Bjutilus, Lucius Sergius Fidenus, and Sextus Julius lulus.' The - 
shows, to which the several people had come with the concurrent 
approbation of their states, were rendered more agreeable by . 
the courtesy of their hosts. After the conclusion of the games, 
the tribunes of the commons began their seditious harwiguesy 
upbraiding the multitude, "that they were so benumbed with 
•we of those very perrons who were the ebjeoU of their hatred* 
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BM U> ^i down lutlets in a tUto of m^lemti^wmf ; Iktj wm 
CHily wanted spirit to avpiie to the reeovorjp of th^r hafe^td 
aharing in the conealahip, but eirea in the Section of MiUlMf 
tribunes, which lay open to both pa^ntiaaa and yAeb e i a n % tfaigr 
ahowed no legaid to themadvea or tkak piirtjr. They >OQgtat, 
therefore, to cease wondering that no one- buaicd hiaaielf in the 
aervice of the commune : labour and daogaf vmM al«raya 
extended on (>b]ect8 from whence faflnour and aaokmvat nd^ 
be looked for ; and there was nothing vrUcb smb wobU net 
undertake^ if for great attenpta, great fewaaia were p ii y o e e A . 
But surely it could neither be required nor eapeoted, diat anr 
tr&une should rash blindfold into dia^tes, t^ danger el wliek 
was great, the profit nothing ; in eonaeqMenfie of which he knear 
with certainly that the patnciane, ayinat when hia efote weee 
directed, would persecute him with inexpiable nncour $ aad ihm 
commons, on wwise aide he contended, would never think' thM» 
aelves the more obliged Id him. By gr^et hmoaie the min Jb 
of men were elevated to greainese : no plebeian wobU think 
meanly of himself when he jceaaed to be eenteDmed by otbcnu 
The experiment oujg^t at len^h to be made, whether Amtm warn 
any plebeian papabK of auataming a hifffa dienity, ei whetiber il 
were next to a miracle and a pn>dig:f that there ahonld exist a 
man of that extraction endowed with fortitude and indaaliy. 
By the most vigorous exertiona, and alter n vieleBl atni^e,the 
po^t had been gained, that mUitary trHranea wkh conanlatf 
power might be chosen from among the eonmona. Men of 
approved merit, both in the civil and milttaiy Dne, had atoed 
candidates. Daring the firat yeara they w^re hooted at^ »* 
jected and ridiculed by the patricians : of laie they had deaisteii 
£rom exposing themselvee to insult. Fothia psart he coeM a«a 
DO reason why the law itself could cot be repealed, whiah gesoted 
permission for that which was never to happen : far they would 
liave less cause to blush at the injustice of the law than at their 
being, passed by on account of their own want of nerit." 

36. Discourses of this sort being listened to with approbation^ 
mduced several to offer themselves as candidatea lor the iBiU« 
tary tribuneahip^ each professing intentions of introdueing, 
when in office, some meaauie or regulation advanftageona to the 
commons. Hopes were held forth of a die&ibulion of the pnbtie 
lands, of colonies to be settled, and of money to be raised fev 



paying the troops, by a tax impoaed on the proprieteta of ealatoi 
The militaiy tribunes soon after laid hold of an opportamtyy 
when most people had retired from the city,- having pieyiovalf 
given private notice to the senatora to attend on a eeitain day, 
to procure a decree.of the senate, in the abaence of the y leb a ian 
tribunes,— that whereaa it waa repeded that the VolacaiM hid < 
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nudied firom hoine with intent to plonder ihit cmintry of tte 
Hernidaot, the miUtaiy tnbunes shoold, therefore proceed to 
the spot wad inspect into the matter ; and that an assembly 
itould be held for the election of consuls. At their departure 
Shitf lefi Appins Clandius, son of the decemvir, nrefect of the 
city, a youi^f man of activity ; and who had even from his cradle 
imbibed a hatred towards the commons and their tiibanes. The 
plebeian tribunes had no room for contention, neither with those 
who had procured the decree of the senate during their absence, 
nor vrith Appios, as the business was already concluded. 

87. The consuls elected were Caius Sempronius AtraUnns 
and Qnintus Fabius Vibuknus. [A. U. C. 333, B. C. 420.] 
An event which is related to have happened in this vear, thou^ 
in a foreign country, deserves to be recorded. Yultumum, a 
ciW of the Etrurians, now Capua, was seized by the Samnites, 
and called Capua from Capys their leader, or, which is more 
pflPobaUe, from ite champaign grounds. The manner in which 
they made themselves masters of it was this : they were some 
time before, when the Etrurians had been greatly harassed in 
war, admitted to a share of this city snd ite lands ; these new 
aettlen, sfrerward taking the opportoni^ of a festival, attacked 
and massaoed in the ni^ the %st mhabitants, heavy vrith 
deep and food. After this transaction, the consuls, whom we 
have mentioned, entered on office on the ides of December : by 
this time, not only those employed in inquiries had reported that 
the VoUcisns were ready to commence hostilities; but slso 
ambasaadorsv from the Latinos and Hemicians had brought 
information, that "never at sny former time had the Volscians 
exerted more diligence and care either in the choice of con^ 
manders, or the enlisting of troops . that it was common ex- 
pression amons them, that they must either lay aside for ever 
all thoughts of war and arms, snd submit to the yoke, or they 
must prove themselves not inferi<Nr to their competitors for em- 
mre, either in courage, perseverance, or mUitaiy discipUne.** 
The intelligence was not without foundation : yet the senate 
were not nected by it, as might have been expected ; and 
Caius Sempronius, to whom the command fell by lot, acted with 
oaieleasness and negligence in every particular, relying on for- 
tune, as if it were incapable of chanse, because he before had 
headed a vietoiieus soldiery against those who had been before 
oveceome ; so that there was more of the Roman discipline in 
the Volscian army than in his own. Success, therefore, at on 
many other occasions, attended merit. The engagement was 
entered on by Sempronius, without either prudence or caution, 
without strengthening the line by a reserve, and without posting 
thecavabryiaapnperaituatiDn. The shoot gave a presage at 
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llkfe ^$brf begitming to which side the victory wodid inclinb. 
Tliat raised by the Yolscians was loud and full ; while the 
flbont of the Romans, dissonant, unequal, lifeless, and often 
begun anew, betrayed, by its unsteadiness, the fears which poo- 
«e««ed them. This made the enem^ charge with the neater 
boldness ; diey pushed with their shields, and brandished their 
swords : on tro other side, the helmets were seen to droop as 
the wearen looked round for safe^, disconcerted and dis- 
ordered on eyery side. The ensigns sometimes kept their 
frionnd, deserted by those who ought to support them ; at other 
• Allies, they retreated between their respective companies. As 
. yet thoFB was no absolute flight, nor was the victory complete. 
The Romans covered themselves rather than fought ; the VoA- 
•cians advanced, and pushed fiercely against^ the line, but stfil 
were seen greater numbers of the former falling than running 



38. The Romans now began to give way in every quarter, 
awhile the consul, Serapronius in vain reproached them, and 
oodiorted th^m to stand ; ndther his authority nor his dignity, 
faadany efifect : and th^ would shortly have turned their backs 
to the enemy, had not Seztus Tempanius, a commander of a 
body of hoTM, with great presence of mind, brought tbem sup- 
port, and when their situation was almost desperate. He called 
slond, that the horsemen ^o wished the safety of the commonr 
wealth should leap fiwm their horses, and his order being obeyed 
by ev«iy troop, as if it had b^n delivered by the consul, he 
and, ** Unless this cohort, by th« power of its arms, can stop 
the progress of the enemy, there is an'end of the empire. Fol- 
low my spear as your standard : show, both to Romans and 
Yoheians, that as no horse are equal to you when mounted, so 
BO foot are equal to you when yon dismount." This exhortation 
beii^ received with a shout of applause, he advanced, holding 
his spear aloft : wherever they directed their march, they forced 
their way in spite of opposition ; and advancing their targets, 
piuhed on to the place -where they saw the distress of their 
.friends the greatest. The ^t was restored in every part as for 
•mm dieir onset reached ; a^q there was no doubt that if it had 

been possible for so small a number* to have managed the whole 
business of the field, the enemy would have turned their backs 

39. Finding that nothing could withstand thtoi, the Volscian 
eommander gave direction that an opening should be made for 
these targeteers, until the violence of their charge riiould cany 
them so far that they might be shut out from their firiends : 
which bemg executed, the horsemen on their p^ were inter* 
.eepted in such a manner that it was impossible for them to 
fines a passage back; the mieniy having coUaetedthskthi^est 
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mmbtn in the jXaee (iinn^ wkich thef htd mads Omk «ar« 
l^he eoDsuI and Roman legiona, not seeing any wine* thai bo«f 
-whie^ juat before bad afforaed protection to tbe 'wbete Hmif , Mi 
' /M> many men ef sucb conaonuoete valour ahould be msn mmd» A 
and ovexpowered by the enemy, resolyed, ataH haaaida, lo p«dh 
forward. Tbe Yolsciana, forming two ireotay witbstoed en oaa 
aide the conaul : and the lesiona on the other j^reaaed e* Teoa- 
panioa and the horsemen, who, after many finutlesa atMwpte to 
Ireak tbroufih to their fnende, took poaaeaaioR of a» tummncmp 
and there, iocming « circle, defended themedvea, boI without 
takuig vengeance on the aaaailants. Ner wa» Ihe figfal ended 
when night came on. The conaol kept the ^neoof ea^loyfid, 
never retaxii^ hia effnrte as long aa «ny Ught mnuMMi The 
darkness at I^ig|th separated them, leaviistf the.victoiy nMleeided : 
and auch a panie senod both can^ipe, U^uk the vneeitaipity in 
vrhich they were with reipect to the issue, that both anoisa^ «• 
if ther had been van^oished, retreated into the »eeMet aKraii- 
taius, leaving behind their wounded, and a gpeat ptit of Ihair 
baggage. The eminence, however, was kept b os k fe d vnttl 
after midn^ht; when, inteUigenee being biiimght to tba h»- 
aaegera that their caom waa deserted, they, Mnpoeiiig thai their 
friends had been defeated, fled also, eaeh wbeiever hie finie 
transported him* Tempaniua, anprehettdiog as aabiiih, ka|^ 
his men quiet until daylight ; ana then, going onl P * 



a small party to make observations, and diecoveriiig,Mi iBV><7 
firom the wounded men of the eneaoj, that the camp of the V«(- 
acians waa aband o ned, he called down hia oten from the coai- 
nence with great joy, and made hia way inte the ReiMa eanpu 
Here, flndiog every place waste and deseited, and ha th« aanie 
lefui staU in whieh he had seen the peel of the enaaMr, 
* ' -. iheVol. 



before the djpcevety of their ouetahe ahoold bring back the . _ 
pcmiB, he took with hua aa maay of the weoBdedae he «ooU» 
and not knowiiw what route the eeoaul hsd taken, proceeded bf 
the ahortest roadi to the city. 

40. Newa had already aimed there of the keaef the hetHi, 
end of the caop being abandoned : aotf great lamentatiene had 
been made ; for tbe horaeneBft abe|e all, the pvblie jpi«f heiw 
not inferior to that of thear private eemMDoae. llie cenafl 
fabiua, the city being alamed for ita ow» aafiity, had tiaepB 
posted bpfore the gates, when the heisemen, being seea et a 
distance, OGcasiooed, at flnt, aome degree of finght, while it waa 



» degree of finght, while it waa 
not known who they were; but thia being presently diseovared, 
people's fears were converted into such tiansporte of jay, that 
every part of the city waa filled wkh ahoBtiag; eaeh one can- 
Ipitulating the other on the retain of the horseBseB sale and 
tiotoriooa. Theii were eean pannng out in crawda int« te 
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from the houses, which s little before had been fi)M 
"with bmentatioa and mourning for friends supposed lost, their 
DQoChers and wives ; each rushing wildly to her own, and scaicelj 
retaining, in the extravagance of their rejoicings, the powen 
either o? mind or body. The tribunes of the commons, who 
hid commenced a prosecution Sjgainst Marcus Ppstumius and 
Titus Quintius, for having Occasioned the loss of the battle at 
Veii, thought that the recent displeasure of the people towards 
the consul Sempronius, afforded a fit opportunity u>r reviving 
theaiigerof the public against them. Having dierefore con- 
▼ened the people, they exclaimed loudly that the commonwealth 
had been betrayed by its commanders at Veii ; and afterward, 
in consequence of their escaping with impunity, the army was 
also betr^ed by the consulin the country of the Volscians, the 
cavalry, men of distinguished bravery, given up to slaughter, 
and the camp shamefully deserted. Then Caius Junius, one of 
the tribunes, ordered Tempanius the horseman to be called, and 
in their presence addressed him thus : " Sextus Tempanius, I 
demand of you, whether it is your opinion that the consul Cains 
Sempronius either engaged the enemy at a proper season, or 
flftrengthened his line wim a reserve, or discharged any duty of 
« ^ood consul ; and whether you yourself, when the Roman 
legions were defeated, did not, of your own judgment, dismount 
the cavalry snd restore the fight I Did he afterward, when you 
and* the horsemen were shut out from our army, either come 
himself to your relief, or s^nd you assistance 1 Then again, on 
the day following, did you find support any where T fiid yon 
aiid your cohort by your own bravery make your way into the 
camp ! Did you in the camp find any consul or any army ! Or, 
did yon find the camp forsaken, and the wounded soldiers left 
behind 1 These things, it becomes your bravery and honour, 
which have proved in this war the security of the common- 
wealth, to declare this day. In fine, where is Caius Sempro- 
nius 1 where are our legions 1 Have you been deserted, oi: nave 
yon deserted the consul and the army 1 In short, have we been 
defeated, or have we gained the victory!" 

41. In answer to these interrogatories, Tempanius is said to 
have spoken, not with studied eloquence, but with the manly 
finmness of a soldier, neither vainly displaying hia own merit, 
nor showing pleasure at the censure thrown on others : " As to 
Ae de|;ree ofmilitary skill possessed by Caius Semuronius, the 
genenS, it was not his duty as a 'soldier to judge ; that was the 
business of the Roman people, when at the election they chose 
him consul. He desired, therefore, that they would not require 
from him a detail of the designs and duties becoming the oflSca. 
of a general, or of a consul ; matters which, even £rom peorsooa 



of lb* iDOst eaak&d €a|weity nd fnuns, required mnt^ ««l»- 

. fideration : but ^rhat he saw, that be eoald rekte. He btd 

.aeen, before bis communication with (be annj'was cut oSS, ilto 

coDsuI fighting in the front of the line, enconiagiiig the 



actively emptied between the' Roman enaigne and the wae poy 
Jo£ the enemy. He was aAerwaid carried eut of tight of }m 
countrymen : bowerer^ from the noiae and ahoiitiiig', &• |Mr- 
. ceived that the battle was |MroIonged until mgbt ; net did'bo be- 
lieve that it was in their power, on aecoont of the greatvnmbosfe 
of the enemy, to force their way to the enineneo wIkio be bad 
taken post. Where the army waa, he knew not. He anppeoed 
ti»t as be in a dangerous erisie^ had taken adrantage m tha 
ipround to secure himself and bis men, m like manner tbo oo»- 
sol, consulting the saMy of bis amy» bad chosCB a atiiHig w 
actuation for bis camp. Ito did be betioTO that the aflbiis at 
ibe Yolsciana were in a better poatuie than tboaa of the Ronaa 
people ; for fortune and ihe ni^t had caused aboadanco of mia- 
takes, both «n one side and the oth«r." Ho then begged thai 
they would not detain bim, as ha waa faoeb d i a t we s a d wkk 
iatigue and wounds; and be was dismbsed with tba bigbaal 
expressions <a apnlanse, no less for his modesty than bia 
bravery. Meanwhde, the consql had come as far aa tba Taa^>la 
of Rest, on the road leading to Laviei ; a^tbar wfgmm ani 
other carriages were 'sent from the city, and wfaieb toMC vm Iba 
men who were 9pent with the fatigue of tho action, ana'tba 
march by nigbt. The consul soon after enteied the chy, and 
was not lAore anxiously desirous to clear himself ftem blaoaa^ 
than he was to bestow on Tempaoius the praiso whicb be da* 
served. While the minds of the citiaans wave foU of giiaf far 
the ill success of their affiors, and of resentmosik agatnat tfaair 
commanders, the first object throws in the way m tbair ill- 
bumour waa Marcus Postumtus, formerly mibtaiy tiibooe, with 
consular power at Yeii, who wasbrougbt totrial» andcOBdeuMd 
in a fine of ten thousand asses in wei^ of brass.* Tiloa Quba* 
tius endeavoured to transfer all the blame of that eraBt tnm 
bimselT on his colleague, who was akaady condemnad ; and aa 
be had conducted business with auccessi both in the coontiy of 
Ibe Yolsciana when consul, under the auspicea of the £ctalat 
Poslumius Tubertus, and also Fideun, when lieutenmt genaaal 
to another dictator, Mamercns iCmiKus, aK the tribes am^tad 
bim. It is said that his cause was much indebted to the bigjb 
Tenerarion in which his father Cincinnatus waa held ; and lika» 
wise to Quintius Capitolinus, who being now axtramely old» 
begged with humble supplications that they would not aa£br bun 
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«b» ki^ 80 idiort t tmm to live to otttf any ^Kmul fS&igt 16 

43. The comjDoni ciMtod Sextos T«iii|MiiiiM, Aolut SeUiot, 
I.«cia« Antietius, tiid SeztiM Poiii{>iliufl^ in their absence, ple- 
beian tnbunea; [A. U. C. 938^ a C. 419] these being ^w 
IwcBDne whom, by the advice of Tempeniiw, the hoieemen hid 
^pointed to cORiaiaiid then as eeatimotis. The senate fining 
toa^ through the genecai ayevsion fiem SempA)eiU8, the name 
«f eooeui was heeome* displeasing, oideied militmy^ tribuikes 
«m oenouUf power to be choaen. Aeeoidingly there weie 
jdectod Lucius Maniiiis Oapttolieus, Qnietos Antonius Meiendi, 
end Loeios Papiriua MagiUanus. Ne sooner had the yuK 
begun than Laicius Hsiteiisios, « plebeian ttibnoe, eommeneed 
« prasecution* i^inat Gains Sempnnies, consul of the um- 
eeding year. His four ooUeagueS) in the presence of the Ro- 
man people, besought him not to iawiAwe in ▼exation an on- 
effendin^ geneml, in whose case fortune alone could be blamed. 
Hortensnis took ofienoe at thia, thinking it meant a trial of his 
peneverance ; and that the aocnsed dmended not on the en- 
treaties of the tribunes, which were thrown out only for the 
eake of appearance, but en their protociien. Taming first; 
therefoie, to him, he aaked, *' Where wero the haughtv airs of. 
the patncian 1 Where was the opirit upheki in oonfidenee by 
conscious innocence, that a man of consular dignity took shelter 
under the shade of tribunes 1" Then to his colleagues : ^ Aa 
to yon, what is your intention in case I persist in the pinse- 
ciitiottl Do you mean to rob the people of their jurisdietioB; 

* ▲ prosecstioa beibre the people was a very tedioos bniiness, and 
nflbrded the person accused maay chaccea of e8GaiN0g,even tboug^ be 
ahonid no.t be able to prove hisiaaocence ; he oiigbt prevaU on the pro* 
aeeutor to reiiaguiafa the chaise, or on a {debeian tribone to interpose, 
or on the angora to report iU omeos oq the daj of die asaembljr for the 
decision ; or, at the worst, he might go into vohuitary exile. A. nn^ 
giscrate, who intended to impeach a person before the people, mounted 
lie foatram, and gave notice that oa such a day he intended to accuse 
(bat person of such a crime ; «n which the Mity aeeuMed was obliged 
to give bail for hia appearsace, which, if he lailea to.do, he wna thJtow» 
Into prison. On the day appointed, the people being assembled, (by. 
eentories, if the crime charged was capital, by tribes, If finable,) the 
neraon accused was sununoned by the ccier, and if he did not appear, 
was punished at the pleasure of the pcoseaotor. If he appeared, the 
accuser mounted the rostrum, and began hia charge, whicn he carried 
en through that and two other days, allowing an interval of one day bo* 
twaen each. On the third day, he made a reeapitulatkMi of the charge^ 
and mentioned the punishment specified in the law for such an offenes.. 
This was expressed in writing, and exhibited to public view doxinf 
throe aMrke^daya. On the day after the third marfcet-day, the accuser 
Ibiished thebusiness of the prosecution, sod esndudeilwtth giving no- 
tice of the day on which the assembly should meet to pass Judf ment 
The accused was then at liberty to make bis defence^ euher by himial^ 
svhy sdfeoalsa. 



•nd to orertmn th« power of the tiibmiet?" To this i^er n^ 
plied : *' That with retpect both to Semproni^is and to all otbeiff, 
the Roinan people poasesaed aojireme aothoritj ; that it w«e 
neither in their power nor in their wishea to obatruct the ezer- 
ciae of it ; but if their prayeiB in b^alf of their general, who 
waa to them a parent, ahonid have no efifect, thej were deter- - 
mined to change their apparel along with htm." Hortenaiiis 
then declared, ** Thfr commona of Rome ahall not aee their tri- 
bunea in the garb of culprita : I have nothing farther to snr to 
Sempronina, aince, by hia conduct in command, he baa lendiftad 
himaelf ao dear to hia aoldiera." Nor waa the dutiful attacb* 
xnent of the four tribunea more pleaaing to tho patriciana and. to 
the commona, than waa the temper of Hortennua, complying ao 
Teadily with entreatiee founded on juatice. Fortune no longer 
indulged the .^uan8,.wh0 had embraced the doubtful aoeceas 
of the Yolaciana aa their own. 

43. In the year foUowing, [A. U. G. 333, B. C. 418] which 
had for conaula, Numeriua Fabiua Vibulanua and Titua Qoio- 
jfcius CapitoUnua, eon of Capitolinoa, nothing memorable wa» 
performed ilnder the conduct of Fabiua« to v^om the province 
of encountering the enemy fell by lot. The ^qnana, on mereljr 
flho^wing their apiritleaa army, were driven <^ the field in a 
•faameful flight, without affcnrding the conaul much honour, fat 
which reaaon be waa refuaed a triumph : however^ aa he had 
effaced the ignominy of the miafortane under Sempioniua, he 
waa permitted, to enter the city in pvation, Aa the war was 
brou^t to a copcluaion with leaa difficulty than had been appre- 
hended, 80 the city* (rook a atate of tranquillity, waa unexpect- 
edly involved in & acene of turbulent diaaehaiona between the 
Satriciana and plebeiana. Thia waa the effect of a plan for 
ot^blinff the numb<)r of queators : for the conaula havmg pro- 
poaed ^t, in addition to the two city queatora, two othert 
riiould jilwaya attend the conaula, to diacharge^he buaineas rela- 
tive to the army, and the meaaure having been warmly approved 
by the patriciana, the tribunea contended, in oj^fXMition to the 
conaula, that half the number of queatora ahould be taken from 
among the commona, for hitherto patriciana only had been 
elected: againat which acheme both conaula and patriciana 
struggled at first with their utmoat power. They afterward 
offered a coneeaaion, that according to the practice in the 
election of tribunea with conaular power, they people ahouM 
have equal freedom of anfiSrage witn reapect to queatora ; yet 
iipding that thia had no effect, they entirely laid aaide the de- 
aign of augmenting the number. No aooner, however, waa it 
dropped by them than it waa taken up by the tribunes, while 
several other aeditioua aohemea were continually started, and 
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among the rest, one- for an agrarian law. The aenate was 
desirous, on account of these commotions, that consuls should 
be ;elected rather than tribunes, but no decree could be passed^ 
hy reason of the protests of the tribunes, so that the govern* 
ment, from being consular, became a kind of interregnum : nor 
Was even that accomplished without a violent struggle, the tri- 
brines obstructing the meeting of the patricians. Tiie greater 
part of the ensuing year was wasted in contentions between tha 
new tribunes, and the several interre^es, the tribunes sometimea 
tendering the patricians from assembling to declare an interrex ; 
at others, protesting against the interreges passing a decree fox 
tbe election of consuls ; at last, Lucius Papirius MagillaniM 
being declated interrex, severely reproved both the senate and 
the plebeian tribuneis, affirming, that "ihe commonwealth, being 
forsaken by men, and preserved by the care and providence of 
the gods, subsisted by means of the Yeientian truce, and the 
dilatoriness of the .£quans : from which quarter, should an 
alarm of danger be heard, did they think it rigbt that the nation, 
destitute of a patrician magistrate, should be exposed to a sor- 
pfiise r That it neither should have an army, nor a general to 
•nliat one ? Did they think an intestine war the proper means 
to repel a foreign one I Should both take place at the same 
time, the power of the gods would scarcely be able to preserve 
the Romau state from ruin. It were much fitter that both 
parties should remit somewhat of their strict rights ; and, by a 
mutnal compromise of their pretensions, unite the whole in con- 
cord, the senate permitting military ^tribunes to. be appointed 
instead of consuls, and the tribunes of the commons ceasing to 
protest against the four questors being chosen out of the patri* 
cians find plebeians indiscriminately, by the free suffrages of the 
people." 

44. The election of tribunes was first held, [A. U. C. 335, 
B. G. 417] and there were chosen tribunes, with consular 

Km€t, Lucius Qnintius Cincinnatus a third time, Lucius Furius 
edullinus a second time, Marcus Manhus, and Aulus^ Sempro^ 
nina Atiatinus, all patricians. The last-named tribune presided 
at the election of questors, when there appeared, among several 
other plebeian candidates, a son of Antistius, a plebeian tribuDe^ 
and a brother of Sextus Pompilius, of the same wder: bat 
neither their power nor interest were able to prevent the people 
from choosing rather to raise those to the rank of nobility, whose 
falJiers and grandfathers they had seen in the consulship. This 
enraged all tbe tribunes to madness, especially Pompilius and 
Antistius, who were incensed at the^isappointment of their re- 
lations. " What could be the meaning of this,*^ they said, ' 
- ^ Uiat neither their services, nor the injurious behaviour of the pap 
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trieians, lior even the pleasure of eiercisinff a newly acqtuied 
right, though a power was now granted which had hitherto been 
refused, had been sufficient to procure, for any plebeian what- 
ever, the office of nvilitary tribune, or even that ofquestorT 
The prayers of a father in behalf of his son, those of one brother 
in benalf of another, those of persons invested with the tribone- 
^p of the commons, that sacred and inviolable power created 
for the protection of liberty, had all proved ineffectual. There 
mqst cerUinly have been some fraudulent practices in the case, 
and Aulus Sempronius must have used more artifice in the 
election than was consistent With honour :" in fine, they com- 
plained loudly that their relations had been disappointed of the 
office by his unfair conduct. But as no serious attack could bo 
made on him, because he was secured, both by innocence and 
by the office which he held at the time, they turned their resent- 
ment agdnst Caius Sempronius, uncle to Atratinus ; and, aided 
by Camuleius, one of their colleagues, fentered a prosecutiom 
against him on account of the dis^ce sustained m the Volsciani 
war. By the same tribunes mention was frequently introduced 
in the senate of the distribution of lands, which scheme Caiua 
Sempronius had always most vigorously opposed ; for they fore- 
saw, as it fell out, that, on the one hand, should he forsake that 
cause, he would be less warmly defended by the patriciaqa ; 
and, on the other, if he should persevere at the time when his 
trial was approaching, he would give offence to the commons. 
He chose to face the torrent of popular displeasure, and rathei 
to injure his own cause than to be wanting to that of the public ; 
and, therefore, standing firm in the same opinion, he declaret^. 
.tibat "no such largess should be made, which would only tenc 
to a^^randize the three tribunes ; affirming that the object of 
their pursuits was not to procure lands for the commons, but ill 
will against him. That, for his own part, he would updergo th« 
«tonn with determined resolution; and, wijth regard to the 
wnate, it was their duty not to set so high a value on him or an? 
tother citizen, as through tenderness to an individual, to give 
foom for an injury to me public." When the day of trial ar- 
rived, he pleaded his own cause with the same degree of intre- 
j»dity ; and, notwithstanding the patricians used every expedi- 
ent to soften the commons, he was condemned in a fine of 
fifteen thousand asses.* The same year, Postumia, a vestal 
virgin, was charged with breach of chastity. She was firee from 
the guilt, but took too little pains to avoid the. imputation of it, 
which was grounded merely on suspicion, caused by her too 
great gayety of dress, and from her manners being less reaerved 
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« 
dian bedame her state. The trial having been adjoarned to a 
forther hearing, and she being afterwara acquitted, the chief 
pontiff, by direction of the college, ordered her to refrain from 
indiscreet mirth; and, m her dress, to attend more to the 
sanctity of her character than to the fashion. In this year, 
Cam», a city then possessed by Greeks, was taken by the 
Campaoians. 

45. The ensuing year [A. U. C. 336, B. G. 416] had for 
military tribunes with consnlar power, A^rippa Menenios Lana- 
taSf Publius Lucretiu^.Tricipitinus, Spunus Nautias, and Cains 
3erviliiis ; a year which by good fortune was rendered remarka- 
ble, rather by great danger than by losses. The siaves formed 
a conspiracy to set fire to the city in different quarters ; and 
. while the people should be every where intent on saving the 
houses, to take arms and seize on the citadel and the capitol. 
Juipiter frustrated their horrid designs, and the offenders being 
seized on the information of two of their number, were punish- 
cid. The informers were rewarded with their freedom, and ten 
thousand asses* in weight of brass, paid out of 'the treasury, a 
sum which, at that time, was reckoned wealth. Soon after, 
intelligence was received at Rome, from good authority, that the 
.£quans were preparing to renew hosUhties, and that this old 
enemy was joined in the design by a new one, the Lavicanians. 
Fighting with the JBquans was now become to the state almost 
an anniversary custom. To Lavici, ambassadors were sent, who 
having returned with an evasive answor, from which it was evi- 
dent that, though immediate war Was not intended, yet peace 
would not- be of long continuance, orders were given to the 
Tusculans to watch attentively, lest any new commotion shouhl 
arise at LavicL The military tribunes with consular power of 
the next year, [A. U. C. 337, B. C. 415] Lucius Seighis 
Fideoas, Marcus Papirius MogUlanus, Oaius Servilius, ton of 
Priscus, who, in his dictatorship, had taken Fidens, w^re, soon 
after the commencement of their office, attended by an embassy 
firomTusculum, the purport of which was, that the Lavicanians 
had taken arms, and after having, in coniuhction with the 
.£quans, ravaged that territory, had pitched tneir camp at Algl- 
dum« War was then proclaimed agamst the Lavicanians. The 
senate having decreed that two of the tribunes should go out to 
command the army, and that the other should manage af&irs at 
Rome ; there ^rung up on a sudden, a warm dispute among the 
tribunes, each representing himself as the fittest person to com- 
mand in the war, and scorning the business of the city as 
disagreeable and inglorious. The senate beholding with sur- 
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pnati this indecent contention between tb^ coUeagpes, Qniattis 
ServiUus Mid, *' Since you pay no deference either to this august 
body, o» to the commonwealth, parental authority shall put an 
€nd to your tmeeemly altercation. My son, without putting it to 
the lots, shall hold command in the city. I hope that those who 
are ao ambitious of being employed in the war, may act with 
greater prudence and manliness in their conduct of it, than the/ ' 
abow in their present competition.** I 

46. It was resolved that the levy should not be made out of 
the whole body of the people indiscriminately : ten tribes were 
drawn by lot, and out of these the tribunes enlisted the younger 
men, and^fed them to the field. The eontentions whi<$h began 
in the city were, through the same eager ambition for command, , 

laised to a much greater height in the camp. On no one point 
did their sentiments agree ; each contended strenuously for his 
own qHnion ; endeavoured to hare his own plans and his own 
commands only put in execution; showed a contempt ci the 
other, and met with a like contempt in lett^n : until at length, 
on the remonstrances of the lieutenant-geneials, they came to a 
coronromise, which was to enjoy the supreme command alter- 
aately, each for a day. When these proceedings were reported 
at Rome, Quintus Servilius, whose wisdom was matured by age 
and ezpedence, is said to have prayed to the inunoital gods tmt 
the discord of the tribunes mi^ not prove, as he feared it 
might, inore detiimetttal to the con^onwealth than it had done 
at Veii ; and to have urged his son eamestl^r to enlist soldiers 
and prepare arms, as if 1^ foresaw with certainty some imped- 
ing misfortune. Nor was he a false prophet ; fbt under the 
ecnduct of Lucius Sexgios, whose day of command it was, the 
tsoopB were suddenly attacked fay the JSquans, in disadvanta- 
geous ground^ adjoining the enemy's camp ; into which they 
had been decoyed by vain hopes of mastering it ; the enemy 
counterfeiting fesr, and having retreated to their rampart. They 
ware driven m great disorder, down a dechvity in me rear, nd 
while they tumbled (me on another, rather than Aed, vast num- 
bers were overpowered and slain. With difficulty they defend- 
ed the camp for that day ; and on the following, the enemy 
having invested it on several sides, they abandoned it in shame- 
ful flight through the opposite gate. The generals, lieutenant- 
genenls, and such part of the body of the anny as followed the 
colours,- took the route to Tuacniam : the rest dispersing op and 
down made their way to Home by many difierei>t roads, brinmg 
exaggerated accounts of the disaster which had happened. Tins 
unlMtunate affair caused the less conetemation, because tt was 
not unexpected, and because there was a reinforcement of troopo 
r already prepared by (he miUtary tribune, to which, in this disor- 
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^or of tbeir affairs, they could look for security. By his oidexs 
also, after ^e confusion in the city had been quieted by means 
of the inferior magistrates, scouts were instantly despatched for 
intelligence, who brought accounU that the eenerals and the 
uroy were at Tusculum, and that the enemy had not removed 
their camp. But what chiefly contributed to raise people's 
spirits was, that in pursuance of a decree of the senate, Qomtns 
Serrilius Priscus^as created dicUtor, a man whose extensiYa 
judgment in public affairs the state had eraerieoced, as well oa 
many former occasions as in. the issue of that caqopaign ; he 
alone having, before the niisfortone happened, expressed appre- 
hensions of danger from the disputes of the tribunes. He 
appointed for his master of the horse the tribune by whom he 
Iliad been nominated djctator, his own son, according to some 
accounts ; but other writers mention Servilius Ahala as master 
of the horse that year. Then putting himself at the head of the 
new-raised troops, and senditig orders to those at Tusculum to 
join him, he marched against Sie enemy, and chose gMund fear 
his cainp^ within' two miles of theirs. 

47. The negligence and the vanity inspired by success, which 
were formerly manifested in the Roman commanders, were now 
tiansferred to the ^quans. In the first engagement, the dicta^ 
tor having thrown the enemy's van into disorder by a charge of 
the cava&y, immediately directed the infantry to advance with 
speed, aiid slew one of his own standardbearers who did not 
readily obey. tibe order. Such ardour was in copsequenoe dis- 
played by the troops, that the ^Gquans could not support the 
shock of their onset. Vanquished in the field, they fled prec^ 
itately to their camp, the taking of which cost even less time 
and trouble than the battle had done. After the camp had been 
taken and plundered, the dicUtor giving up the spoil to the sol- 
diers, the horsemen, who had pursued the enemy in their flight, 
returned with intelligence, that after tbeir defeat all the Lavica- 
nians, and a great part of the .£quans, had retreated to Lavici ; 
on which the army was next day conducted tliither, and the 
town, being invested on every side, was taken by storm. The 
dictator having led back his victorious army to Rome, resigned 
his office on the eighth day after his appointment ; and the 
senate, seizing the opportunity, before the tribunes of the com- 
mons should raise seditions about the agrarian laws, voted, in 
ffdl assembly, that a cofony should be conducted to Lavici, at 
the same time introducinff^ a proposal for a distribution of its 
lands. One thousand five hundreo colonists, sent from the city, 
received each two acres. During two years after the taking of 
lAvici, [A. U. C. 338, B. C. 414] in the first of which Agnppt^ 
Kenenius Lanatus, Lucius Servilias Stroctus^ Publius Lucretius 
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Tneipitmiw, all these a second time, .and Spfurius Rutiliat 
Graseas were militaxy tribunes with consular power ; and in the 
following, {A^ U. C. 339, B. C. 413J Aulus Sempronius Atra- 
tinus a tldrd time, lOid Marcus Papirius Mugillanus and Spurias 
Naatios Rutitas both a second time. ~ There was tranquillity 
with respect to affairs abroad, but at home dissensions occasioned 
hj agrarian laws. 

48. The incendiaries of the populace were th6 Spurii, tribunes 
ef ,the commons, Maocilius a fourth time, and Mastilius a third* 
both elected in their absence. A very violent contest between 
the patricians and plebeians was now expected on the subject of 
the agrarian laws ; for these tribunes had publicly' proposed that 
the lands taken from their enemies should be distriDuted in such 
ft manner that every man might have a share. Had this propo- 
Bal passed into a law, fhe property of a great part of the nobles 
would have been confiscated ; lor scarcely was there any of the 
public territory, not even the ground on which the city itself 
was buiK, but what had been acquired by arms ; all ot which 
consequently must have been comprehended in it ; nor could 
the military tribunes, either in the senate, or in the private 
meetings of the nobles, devise, in this exigency, any promising* 
plan of conduct : when Appms Claudius, grandson of him who 
Itad been decemvir for compuing the laws, being the younffest 
senator in the assembly, is said to have told them that " he luul 
brought from home for their use an old scheme which had been 
first devised by his family : that his great-grandfather Appios 
Claudius had shown the patricians one method of baffling the 
power of the tribniies by the protests of their colleagues : thai 
new men were easily drawn off from their desiflns by the influ- 
ence of people of consequence, if they were addressed in lan- 
guage suited to the times rather than to the dignity of th» 
speakers. Their sentiments were ever directed byueircircuia- 
stances. "When they should see that their colleagues who first 
set the business on loot had got the start, and monopcdized the 
whole credit of it with the commons, so that there was no room 
left for them to come in for any share, they would, without 
reluctance, lean for support to the cause of tiie senate, by mean* 
of which the^ might conciliate the favour, not only of the 
principal patricians, but of the whole body." Every one ex- 
pressing approbation, and particularly Quintus Servilius Prison^ 
h^Uy commending the youth for not haviijg degenerated from 
the Claudian race, a general chaxge was given that they should 
gain over as many ef the college of tribunes as poseibU te 
enter protests. On the breaking up of the senate, the principal 
patricians made their applicatiouA to the tribunee, and by petw 
suasions, admonitions, and assurances thai it would b9 MkMW- 
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le^ed as a favour by each of thatn in partieular, and also by^ths 
"whole senate, they prevailed on six to promise their protests. 
Accordingly, on the day foUowing when the senate was consult- 
ed, as had been |Hreconcerted, eonceming the ^ition which 
MsBcilius and Mstilius were exciting, by the proposal of a largess 
of most pemicions tendency, the speeches of the principal 
patricians ran all in the same strain, each declaring that for his 
part ** he coald neither doTise any satisfactory mode of proceed- 
nig, nor could he see a remedy axjy where, nnless it were found 
in the protection of the tribunes. To that office the common^ 
waalth, embamssed with difficulties, in like manner as a private 
person in distress, had now recourae f<» aid : and that it woufd 
be highly honoonble to themselves and to their office, if they 
•howed that the tribuneship possessed not greater power to 
harass the senate and excite discord between the orders of the 
state, than to favour ill-designing colleagues." The voices of 
the whole senate were then heard togemer, appeals to the tri- 
hones coming from every comer of the house ; and in some 
time, silence being obtained, those who had been prepared 
through the influence of the principal nobiHtr gave notice that 
** the proposal of a law, published by their colleagues, which, in 
ibe judgment of the senate, tended to the dissolution of the 
commonwealth, they would oppose with their protests." The 
thanks of the senate were given to the protestors : but the 
authors of the proposal having called an assembly of the people, 
abased their coUesgues as traitors to the interests of the com- 
mons and slaves' to the consulars ; but alter uttering other bitter 
invectives against them, dropped die prosecution of uieir scheme. 
48. The two perpetual enemies of the Romans would have 
ven them emplo^^ment during the following year, [A. U. C. 
10, B. C. 412] in which Publius Cornelius Cossus, Cajus 
Valerius Potitus, Quintus'Quintius Cincinnatus, and Numerius 
Fabius Vibulanus, were military tribunes with consular power, 
had not the religious scruples of their leaders deferred the mili- 
tary operations of the Yeientians, in consequence of their lands 
haying suffered severely, principally in the destruction of their 
country-se^ts, by an inundation of the Tiber. At the same 
time, the iEquans, by the loss which they had sustained three 
years before, were deterred from affording aid to the Volani, 
one of their kindred states. These had made inroads on the 
contiguous district of Lavici, and committed hostilities on the 
new colony : in which uujust proceeding they had hoped to 
haye been supported by the concurrence of all the iEquans; 
but being forsaxen by their confederates, they, widiout perform- 
ing any action worth mentioning^ were stnp])ed, in one slight 
battle and a siege, both of their lands and their city. An attempt, 
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made by Lucias Sextius, plebeian tribune, to procuie a law ibt 
a colony should be sent to Volse, in like manner at to Lavicit 
was crashed by the protesU of his colleagues ; who dedaxed 
openly that they would not suffer any order of the commons to 
be passed, unless it were approved by the senate. Next year, 
[A. U. C. 341, B. C. 411] the iCquans, haying recovered Vole 
and sent a colony thither, strengthened. the town with additional 
fortlficatiofis, the military tribunes with consular power at Rome 
being Cneius Cornelius Cossus, Lucius Valerius Potitus, Quintoa 
Fabius Vibulanys a second time, and Marcus Postomius Regil- 
lensis The conduct of the war with the ^Equaiis was intrasted 
to the lastmentioned, a man of a depraved mind; which, how- 
ever, did not appear so much in his management of the cam- 
paign, as in his behaviour on gaining success. Having with 
^eat activity levied an army and mardied to Vols, after break- 
ug the spirits of the uSquans in slight engagements, he ^ 
len^ forced bis way into ibe place ; where he £egan a conten- 
tion with his countrymen, instead of the iEquans : for haying 
proclaimed during the assault that the plunder should be given 
to the soldiers, he broke his word on getting po^ssession of the 
town. This I am inclined to believe was the cause of the dis- 
pleasure of the army, rather than from finding less booty than 
the tribune had represented, and which they could not well ex- 
pect in a new colony, and a town which had been sacked a short 
time before. Their anger was farther inflamed on his return to 
the city, (whithei^ he had been summoned by his colleagues on 
account of seditions raised by the . plebeian tribunes,) from an 
expression which he was heard to utter in an assembly of the 
people, and which showed great weakness, or rather a degree of 
insanity. On Sextius, the plebeian tribune, proposing an agra- 
rian law, and at the same time declaring l|hat he would also 
propose the sending of a colony to Vole, because those men 
deserved to enjoy the city and lands of Vole who had gained 
possession of them by their arms, he exclaimed, '* Wo to my 
soldiers, if they are not quiet." Which words gave not greater 
offence to the assembly than they did soon after to the patricians 
when they heard them ; and the plebeian tribune, a keen roan, 
and not destitute of eloquence, having found among his adver- 
saries this haughty temper and ungoverned tongue, which he 
xould easily provoke to such exprejssions as would excite indig* 
nation, not only against himself, but against the whole body and 
their cause, took occasion to draw Postumiua more frequently 
into disputes than any other of the military tribunes. But now, 
on such a barbarous and inhuman expression, he remariijed, '* Do 
you hear him, citizens, denouncing wo to soldiers as he would to 
slaves ! and yet this brute wil) be judged by you more deserving 
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«f his hi||^ office than thote who tend yoa into colonies, and 
enrich yoa with lands and cities ; who proTide a settlement for 
jowt old affe ; and who fight to the last in defenee of your 
interests. Begin then to learn why so few undertake your 
cause. What would they have haVe to expect at your hands 1 
poets of honour ! These you choose to confer on your adversa- 
ries, rather than on the chai:q)ions of the Aoman people. You 
mnrmured just now on hearing thai man's words. What does 
that avail 1 If you had an opportunity this moment of giving 
your votes, yon would no doubt pnfet him who denounces wo 
to yon, before those who wish to procure establishments for you, 
of landsf habitations, and property." 

50. The words of Postumios being conveyed to the soldiers, 
excited in the. camp a much higMC de^^ of indignation. 
^'Should a fraodqlent embezzler of the spoiis," they said, " de- 
nounce also wo to the soldiers V* A general and open avowal 
€i£ their resentment ensuing, the qnestor, PnUius Seztius, snp- 
pomng that the mutiny might be f^uaahed by the same violence 
which had given rise to it, sent a hctorto one of the most clam- 
<nroa8 of the soldiers ; on which a tomolt and acnffle arose, in 
which he received a blow of a stone, which obliged him to 
vrididraw firom the crowd : the person who had wonnded him 
adding, with a sneer, that " the qnestor had ^t what the gen- 
ccal lud threatened to the soldiers.'* Postumios being sent for, 
on account of this jdistorbance, ezasjperated itill farther the 

Eneral 01-hnmonr by the severity of his inquiries and cruelty of 
I punishments. At last, a crowd being drawn together by -the 
cries 4>f some whom he had ordered to bo put to &ath under a 
fanidle, he gave a loose to his rage, running down from the tri- 
banal like a madman, against those who intmropted the execu- 
tion. There the indignation of the multitude, increased by the 
Uctors clearing the way on all sides, and by the conduct of the 
centurions, hmvt out with such fuxy, that the tribune was over- 
whelmed with stones by his own troops. When this deed of 
such a heinous nature was reported at Rome, and the military 
tribunes endeavoured to procure a decree of the senste for an 
inquiry into the death of their collea^e, the plebeian tribunes 
interposed their protest. But this dispute waa a branch of a 
contest of another kind ; for the patricians had been sebed with 
apprehensions that the commons, actuated by resentment and 
dread of the inquiries, wouki elect military tribunes out of their 
own body ; therefore they laboured with all their might for an 
eleetion of consuls. The plebeian tribunes, not suffering the 
decree of the senate to pass, and also protesting against the 
election of consuls, the affair was brought to an interregnum. 
The patricians then obtained the victory. 
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51. Quintus Fatius Vibulanas, interrex, presiding in the 
assembly, Marcus Cornelias Cossus and Lucius Furius Medol- 
linus were chosen consuls. [A. U. C. 342, B. C. 410.] In the 
beginning of their year of office, the senate passed a' decree that 
the tribunes should, without delay, propose to the commons an 
inquiry into the murdet of Postomius, and that the commons 
should appoint whomsoerer they shoald think proper to conduct 
the inquiiy. .The employment was, by a vote of the commons, 
which was approved by the people at large, committed to the 
consols ; who, notwithstanding they proceeded in the business 
with the utmost moderation and lemty, passing sentence of 
punishment only on a few who, as there is good reason to be- 
lieve, put an end to their own lives, yet he could not prevent the 
commons from conceiving the highest displeasure, and firom ob- 
serving that " any constitutions enacted for their advantage lay 
long dormant and unexecuted ; whereas, a law, passed m the 
meantime, consigning their persons and lives to forfeiture, was 
instantly enforced, and that with such full efiect." This would 
have been a most seasonable time, after the punishment of the 
mutiny, to have soothed their mind^ with such a healing 
measure as the distribution of the terriuny of Vols ; as it 
would have diminished their eagerness in the pursuit of an 
agrarian law, which tended to eicpel the patricians from the pub- 
lic lands, the possession of which they had unjustly acquired. 
But, as mattcors were managed, the ill-treatment shown them in 
this very instance was an additional source of vexation, as the 
nobility not only persisted with obstinacy to retain possession 
of those public lands, but even refused to distribute to the com- 
mons such as had been lately^ taken from the enemy, which 
otherwise would, like the rest, m a short time become the prey 
of a few. This ye&r, the legions were led out by the consul 
Furius a^inst the Yolscians, who were ravaging the country of 
the Hernicians ; but not finding the enemy there, they proceeded 
to and took Ferentinum, whither a great multitude had retreated. 
The quantity of the spoil was less than they had expected, be- 
cause the Yolscians, seeing small hopes of holding out, had car- 
ried oflf Iheir effects bv nignt, and abandoned the town ; which, 
beinff left almost without an inhabitant, fell next day into the 
han£ of the Romans. The lands were given to the Bet- 
niciansL; 

52. That year, through the moderation of the tribunes, passed 
in domestic quiet ; [A. U. C. 343, B. C. 409] but the succeed- 
ing one, wherein Quintus Fabins Ambustus and Caius Furius 
Pacilus were consuls, was ushered in with the turbulent opera- 
tions of Lucius Icilius, a plebeian tribune. While in the very 
beginning of the year he was employed in exciting sedjtion by 
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the piiblication of agrarian laws, a»if that were a task incumbent 
on his name and family, a pestilence broke out, more alarming 
However than deadly, which diverted men's thoughts from the 
forum and political disputes to their own houses and the care 
of their personal safety. It is believed that the disorder was 
less fatal in its effects than the sedition would have proved, the 
state being delivered from it with the loss of very few lives, 
though the sickness had been exceedingly general. This year 
[A. U. C. 344, B. C. 408] of pestilence was succeeded by one 
of scarcity, owing to the neglect of agriculture, usual in such 
cases. Marcus rapirius Atratious and Caius Nautius Rutilus 
were consuls. Famine would now have produced more dismal 
effects than the pest, had not a supply been procured to the 
market by despatching envoys round all the nations bordering 
on the Tuscan sea, and on the Tiber, to purchase com. The 
Samnites, who were then in possession of Capua and Cumae, in 
B haughty manner prohibited them from traduig there : they 
met, however, with a different reception front the tyrants of 
Sicily, who kindly afforded e'veiry assistaiice. The largest sup- 
plies were brought down the Tiber, through the v6ry active zeal 
of the Etrurians. In consequence of the sickness the consuls 
were at a loss for men to transact the business of the nation ; so 
that, not finding more than one senator for each embassy, they 
were obliged to join to it two knights. Except from the sick- 
ness and the scarcity, there happened nothing during those two 
years, either at home or abroad, to give them any trouble. But 
no sooner did those causes of uneasiness disappear, than all the 
evils which had hitherto so frequently distressed the state started 
up together, intestine discord and foreign wars. 

53. In the succeeding consulate of Mamercus ^Emilius and 
Caius Valerius Potitus, [A. U. C. 345, B. 0. 407] the ^Equans 
made preparations for war ; and the Volscians, though they took 
not arms by jftiblic authority, supplied them with volunteers, 
who served for pay. On the report of hostilities having been 
committed by them, for they had now marched out into the 
territories of the Latines and Hemicians, Valerius the consul 
began to enlist troops, while Marcus Maenius, a plebeian tribune, 
who was pushing forward an agrarian law, obstructed the levies ; 
and as the people were secure of the support of the tribune, no. 
one who did not choose it took the military oath, — when, on a 
sudden, news arrived that the citadel of Carventa had been 
seized by the enemy. The disgrace incurred by this event, 
while it served the senate as a ground )f severe reproaches 

Xinst Maenius, afforded at the same time to the other tribunes, 
) had been already pre-engaged to protest against the agra- 
rian law, a more justifiable pretext for acting in opposition to 
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their colleague. Wherefore, after the business had been pfio 
tracted to a great length by wrangling disputes, the consuls, sp» 
pealing to mmIs and men, maintained that whatever losses or 
disgrace had already been, or was likely to be suffered from the 
enemy, the blame of all was to be imputed to Msenius, who 
hindered the levies : Maenius, cm the other hand, exclaiming^ 
that if the unjust occupiers would resign the possession of the 
public lands, he would, gfve no delay to the levies. On this the 
nine tribunes, interposed, by a decree, and put an end to the 
contest ; proclaiming, as Ihe determination of their college, that 
♦* they would, for the purpose of enforcing the levy, in oppo- 
sition to the protest of thmr colleague, support Caius Valerius in 
mflicting fines and other penalties on such as should refuse to 
enHst." Armed with this decree, the consul ordered a few who 
appealed to the tribune to be taken into custody ; at which the 
rest, being terrified, took the military oath. The troops were 
led to the citadel of Carventa ; and though mutual dislike pre- 
vailed between them and the consul, yet, as soon as they arrived 
at the spot, they retook the citadel with great spirit, driving out 
tbie troops which defended it. Numbers bavins carelessly strag- 
gled from the garrison in search of plunder, hsd left the place so 
exposed as to be attacked with success. The booty was there 
considerable, because the whole of what they collected in their 
continual depredations had been stored up in the citadel as a 
place of safety. This the consul ordered the questors to sell by 
auction, and to carry the produce into the treasury ; declaring 
that when the soldiers should appear not to have a desire to de- 
cline the service they should then share- in the spoil. This so 
much increased the anger of the people and soldiers against the 
consul, ^at when, in pursuance of a decree oY the senate, he 
entered the city in ovation, in the couplets of rude verses, 
thrown out with military license, and in which he was reflected 
on with severity, the name of Msnius was extolled with praises ; 
and on every mention of the tribune, the attachment of the sur- 
rounding populace manifested itself in expressions of approbation 
and appTause, which vied with the commendations of the soldiers. 
This circumstance, in regard to the tribune, more than the wan- 
ton raillery of the soldiers against the consul, and which was in 
some measure customary, gave ^at uneasiness to the senate ; 
so that, not doubting but MsDnius would be honoured with a 
place among the military tribunes, if he were to be a candidate, 
they put it out of his reach by appointing an election of 
consuls. 

64. The consuls elected were Cneius Cornelius Cossus and 
Lucius Furius Medullinus, a second time. [A. U. C. 346, B. C. 
406.] The commons were never more highly displeased than 
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now, at not being allowed to elect tribunes. At the nomination 
of questOTs they discovered this (displeasure ; and at the same 
time took their revenge by raising, for the first time, pleb«ans 
to their place : of the four appointed, Caeso Fabius Ambustut 
was the only patrician ; th^ three plebeians, Quintus Silius, 
Publius JElius, and Publius Puptus, beiag preferred before 
young men of the most illustrious families. That the people 
exerted this freedom in giving their suffrages was owing, I find, 
to the Icilii ; out of which family, the most hostile of any to the 
patricians, three were chosen tribunes for that year ; who, after 
flattering the multitude with the prospect of various and great 
designs to be achieved, and there^ exciting their niost a^ent 
expectations, affirmed that they would not stir a step unless the 
nation would, at least in the election of questofs, the only one 
which the senate had left open to both patricians and plebeians, 
show a proper degree of sfurit for the accomplishment of what 
they had long wished for, and what the laws had put in their 
power. The commons, therefore, considered this as an import- 
ant victory ; and estimated the questorship in its ]Hesent state, 
not according to the intrinsic value of the office itself, but as it 
appeared to lay open to new men an access to the considship 
and the honours of a triumph* On the other hand, the patri- 
cians expressed great indignation at the prospect of the posts of 
honour not only bein^ shared with others, but perhaps lost to 
themselves ; affirming that, " if things were to remain in that 
state, it would be folly to educate 'children, who, being excluded 
from the station of their ancestors, and seeing such in possession 
of their rightful honours, would be left without command or 
power in the character of Salii or Flamens, with no other em- 
ployment but that of offering sscrificcs for the people." The 
minds of both parties became highly irritated, while the commons 
assumed new courage, in having acquired three leaders of the 
popular cause of the most distinguished reputation. The senate, 
seeing that every election wherein the commons had liberty of 
choosing out of both parties would prove in the issue like that 
of the questors, were earnest for the naming of consuls, which 
was not yet laid open to them. On the other hand, the Icilii 
insisted that military tribunes should be ekcted, and some posts 
of dignity be at length imparted to the commons. 

65. The consuls had no business on their hands by an oppo- 
sition to which they could extort a compliance to their wishes ; 
when, at a moment surprisingly seasonable for their purpose, 
news was brought that the Volscians and iEquans had marched 
beyond their own frontiers to ravage the lands of the Lacines and 
Hemicians. But when the consuls began to levy troops, tlie 
tribunes exerted themselves strenuously to hinder it \ affiriniug 
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that this was an advantageous opportunity presented by fortune 
to them and to the commons. There were three of them, all 
men of the most active talents and considerable families among 
the plebeians. Two of these chose each a consul, whose mo- 
tions he was to watch with unremitting assiduity ; the third had 
the charge assigned him of sometimes restraining, sometimes 
spiriting up the commons, by his harangues. Thus the consuls 
could not accomplish the levy, nor the tribunes the election 
which they had planned. After some time, expresses arriyed 
that the iGquans had attacked the citadel of Carventa, while the 
soldiers of the garrison were straggling abroad in search of 
plunder, and had put to death the few who were left to guard 
It : that several were slain as they were hastily returning tu the 
citadel, with others who were dispersed through the country. 
This incident, while it prejudiced the state, added force to the 
project of the tribunes : for^hough assailed by every argument 
to induce them to desist, at least iii the present situation of 
affairs, from obstructing the business'^of the war, they would not 
give way either to the storm which threatened the public, or to 
the torrent of displeasure to which themselves were exposed y 
and at length carried their point, that the senate should pass a 
decree for the election of military tribunes. This, however, 
was accompanied with an' express stipulation that no person 
should be admitted as a candidate who was in that year a ple- 
beian tribune ; Snd that no plebeian tribune shbnld be rcchosen 
for the year following : the senate, in this, pointing undoubtedly 
at the Icilii, whom they suspected of aiming at the consular 
tribuneship. After this, the levy and other preparations for war 
went forward, with the general concurrence of all ranks. The 
diversity of the accounts given by writers renders it uncertain 
whether the two consuls marched to the citadel bf Carventa, or 
whether one remained at home to hold the elections ; but those 
facts in which they do not disagree we may receive as certain ; 
that, after having carried on the attack for a long time withoilt 
effect, the army retired from that citadel : that, by the same 
army, Vemigo, in the country of the Volscians, was retaken, 
great devastation made, and immense booty captured, in the 
teiritories both of the .fiquans and Volscians. 

66. At Rome, [A. U. C. 347, B. C. 405] as the commons 
gained the victory, y far as to procure the kind of election 
which they preferred, so in the issue of it the patricians wore 
victorious : for, contrary to the expectations of all, three patri- 
cians were chosen military tribunes with consular power ; Caius 
Julius lulus, Publias Cornelius Cossus, and Caius Servilius 
Ahala. It is said that an artifice was practised by the patricians 
on the occasion, and the Icilii charged them with it at the time ; 
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that by intennizing a number of unworthy candidates with the 
deserving, they turned away the people's thoughts from the ple- 
beian candidates. The "'disgust was excited by the remarkable 
meanness of some of the number. Information was now re- 
ceived that the Volscians and iEquans, actuated by hopes, from 
having been able to keep possession of the citadel of Carventa, 
or by an^r, for the loss of the garrison of Verrugo, had in con- 
junction commenced hostilities, with the utmost force which they 
could muster, and that the Antians were the chief promoters of this 
measure; for that their ambassadors had gone about among 
both those states, upbraiding their spiritless conduct, saying, 
. that they bad the year before Iain hid behind walls, and suffered 
the Romans to cany their depredations through every part of 
the country, and the garrison of Verrugo to be overpowered. 
That now armed troops, as well as colonies, were sent mto their 
territories ; and that the Romans not only kept possession of 
their property, and distributed it among themselves, but even 
made presents of it to the Hemicians of Terentinum, a district 
of which they had been stripped. People''s minds being inflamed 
by these representations' of the envoys, great numbers of the 
young men were enlisted. Thus the youth of all the sevenu 
nations wete drawn together to Antium, and there pitching their 
ciamp, they waited' the attack. These violent proceedings being 
reported at Rome, and exaggerated beyond the truth, the senate 
instantly ordered a dictator to be nomhiatibd, their ultimate re- 
source in all perilous conjunctures. We are told that this measure 
gave great offence to Julius and Cornelius, and was not accom- 
plished without, much ill-temper in others. The principal pa- 
tricians, afler many fruitless complaints against the military 
tribunes, for refusing to be directed by the senate, at last went 
so far as to appeal to the tribunes of the commons, represent- 
ing that compulsory-measures had been used by that body even 
to consuls in a similar case. The plebeian tribunes, overjoyed 
at this dissension among the patricians, made answer, that 
** there was no support to be expected from persons who were 
not accounted in the number of citizens, and scarcely of the 
human race. If at any time the posts of honour should cease to 
be confined to^ne party, and the people should be admitted to 
a share in the administration of government, they would then 
exert their endeavours to prevent the decrees of the senate being 
invalidated by any arrogance of magistrates. Until then, the 
patricians, who were under no restramt in respeot to the laws, 
might by themselves manage the tribunitian office along with 
the rest." 

57. This connexion, at a most unseasonable time, and when 
they had on their hands a war of such importance, occupied 
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eveiy one's thoughts ; until at length, afW Julius and CorneUus 
had for a long time descanted, by turns, on the injustice done 
them in snatching out of their hands the honouri^le empU^- 
ment intrusted to them by the people, (they being sufficienti^ 
qualified to conduct the war,) Scrvtlins Ahala, one of the mih- 
taiy tribunes, said, that "he had kept silence so long, not 
because he waa in doubt as to the part he ought to take ; for 
what good citizen would consider his own emolument father than 
that of the public 1 but because he wished ^t his colleagues 
would, of their own accord, yield to the authority of the senate, 
rather than let supplications be made to the college of tribunes 
for support against them. That, notwithstanding what had pass- 
ed, if tne situation of affairs would aUow'it, he would still giTe 
them time to recede from an opinion too obstinately, niaintained. 
But as .the exigences of war would not wait on the counsels of 
men, he would prefer the interest of the commonwealth to the 
regwl of his associates ; and if the senate continued in the 
same sentiments, he would, on the following night, nominate & 
dictator ; and if any person protested* ajp^amst Sie senate pas- 
sing a decree, he would consider a Vote oTthat body as sufficient 
auuority."' By this conduct, having deservedly obtained the 

C'ses and continuance of all, after he had nominated Pub- 
Cornelius dictator, he was himself appointed by him master 
of. the horse, and afforded an example to such as obserred his 
case, and that of his colleagues, that honours and public favour 
sometimes offer themselves the more readily to those who riww 
no ambition for them. The war produced no memorable event. 
In one battle, and that gained without difficulty, -the enemy were 
vanquished at Antium. The victorious army laid the kinds of 
the volscians entirely waste. Their fort at the lake Fucinns 
was uken by storm, and in it three thousand men made prison- 
ers ; the rest of the Volscians were driven into the towns, with- 
out making any attempt lo defend the countiy. Th.e dictator 
having conducted the war in such a manner as showed only that 
he was not negligent of fortune*s favours, returned to the ci^f 
with a greater s^re of success than of glory, and resigned his 
office. The military tribunes, without makhig any mention of 
an election of consuls, I suppose through pique for the appoint 
ment of a dictator, issued a proclamation for the choosing of 
military tribunes. The perplexity of the patricians became now 
greater than ever, when they saw their cause betrayed by men 
of their own order. In like manner, therefore, as tWy had done 
the year before, they set up as candidates the most unworthy of 

'Mw circumstances might prevent the senate'd passing a decree; 
m «ueh cases the opinion of the majority was recorded which might be 
vefenred to the peopto lor coafixmation. 
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t&e plebeians, thus creating a disgust against all of these, even 
the deserving ; and then, by engaging those patricians who were 
most eminently distinguished by the splendour of their charac- 
ter, and by their interest, to stand forth ss candidates, they 
secured every one of the places according to their wish. There 
were four military tribunes elected, [A. U. C. 348, B. C. 404] 
all of .whom had already served, Lucius Forius Medullinus, 
Caius Valerius Potitus, Numerics Fabius Vibulanus, and Caiua 
Servilius Ahala : the last being continued in office by re-eleetion,' 
as well on account of. his other deserts, v^ in consequence of 
the popularity which he had recently acquired by his singular 
moderation. 

58. In that year, the term of the truce with the Veientian 
nation having expired, ambassadors and heralds were employed 
to make a demand of satisfaction for injuries, who, on coming 
to the frontiers, were m$t by An embassy from the Yeientians. 
These requested that the others would not proceed to Veil until 
they should first have access to the Roman senate. . From the 
senate they obtained that, in consideration of the Yeientians 
being distressed by intestine dissensions, satisfaction should not 
be diemanded: so far were they from seeking in the troubles of 
others an occasion of advancing their own interests In another 
quarter, and in the country of the Yolscians, a disaster was felt 
in the garrison at Yerrugo being lost. On which occasion so 
much depended on time, that though the troops besieged there 
by the Yolscians had requested assistance, and might luive been 
succoured, if expedition, had been used, the army sent to thei^ 
relief came only in time to destroy the enemy, who, just after 
putting, the garrison to the sword, were dispersed in search of . 
plunder. This dilatoriness was not to be imputed to the tribunes, 
so much as to the senate ; who, because they were told that a 
very vigorous resistance was made, never considered that there 
are certain limits to human strength, beyond which no degree of 
toivery. can proceed. These very gallant soldiers, however, 
were not without revenge, both before and after their death. In 
the following year, [A. U. C. 349, B. C. 403] Publiua and 
Gneius CorneUus Cossus, Numerius Fabius Ambustus, and 
Lucius Yalerids Potitus being military tribunes with consular 
power, war was commenced against the Yeientians, in resentment 
of an insolent answer of their senate ; ,who, when the ambassa* 
dors demanded satisfaction, ordered them to be told, that if 
they did not speedily quit the city, they would 'give them the 
sati4faction which Lars Tolumnius had given. The Roman 
senate, being highly offended at this, decreed that the military 
tribunes should, as early as' possible, propose to the people the 
iroclaiming war against the Yeientians. As soon as that pro* 
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poNl was made paUic, the young men opeidy ex y t e iee d 
ditcoDtent. " The w«r with the Yolscians," they said, ** waa 
not yet at an end ; it waa not long aince two ffaniaona wen 
utteiiy destroyed, and one of the forts waa with mfficuity retail^ 
ed. Not a year passed in which they were not obliged to meet 
an enemy in the field, and, as if these fttigues were thought too 
tiifling, a new war was now set on foot againat a neiffhbonnBg 
and most powerfol nation, who woold soon rouse all Etroiia td 
amn." These discontents, first suggested by liiemselves, wen 
fiurther aggravated by the plebeian tribunes, who affirmed, that 
'* the war of greatest moment sabaiatincr.waa that between the 
patricians and plebeians. That the latter were designedly 
narassed by military service, and expoaed to the destructive 
weapona of enemies. They were kept at a diatance fimn the 
city, and in a atate of banishment, leat, ahould they enjoy rest at 
home,, they might turn < their thoughta towards liberty, and the 
establishment of colonies, and fbim plans, either for obtaining 
possession of the public lands, or asserting their riffhts of giving 
their suffirages with freedom." T^ien, tuang hold of the vote* 
zans, they recounted the yeara which each of them had aerved^ , 
their wounds and scars, aaldng, ** where was there room on their 
bodies to receive new wounds 1 what quantity of blood had they 
remaining which, could be shed for the commonwealth ?*' As 
they had by theae inainuationa and remaihs, thrown out in pub* 
lie assembues, rendered the commoas averse firom the war, the 
determination on the proposition was adjourned, because it wae 
manifest, that if it came before them during the present ill* 
humour, it would eertainly be rejected. 

69. It was resolved tlmt, in the meantime, the mihtary trib* 
unes should lead an army into the territories of the Volseians. 
Cneius Comelius alone was left at Rome, The three tribunes 
finding that the Volseians had not any whore formed a camp, and 
that they were resolved not to hazard a battle, divided their 
forces into three pa^, and set out towards difibrent quarters 
to waste the enemy's country. Valerius directed his march 
to Antiom, Cornelius to Ecetra; and wherever they came 
they made extensive depredstipns both on the lands and 
houaes, in order to aeparate the troopa of the Volseians. Fabioa 
marched without plundering, to attack Anzur, which was the 
^prlncipal object in vieW. . Anzur is a city which we now call 
Tanacinc, situated on a declivity adjoining a morass. On this 
side Fabius made a feint of attacking it, but sent round four 
cohorts under Caius Servilius Afaala; who, having seized <w an 
eminence which commands the ei^, assailed the walls with great 
-*-- '-and tumult, and where there was no guard to defend 
'^- -> who were employed in protecting the lower piit 
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of the city tgainst Fabkw, being stanned and in amusment at 
this tumult, gare him an opportunity of applying the aealinff 
ladders. Every place was quickly filled witn the Komans, and 
a dreadful slaughter continued a long time without distinction of 
those who fled and those who made resistance, of the aimed or 
unarmed. The vanquished, Aerefore, were under the necessity 
of fighting, there bemg no hope for such as retired, until an 
order was suddenly prockimed that no one should be injured 
except those who were ia arms, which induced all the surriving 
multitude instantly to surrender.' Of these, there were taken 
aUve to the number of two thousand five hundred. Fabius 
would not suffer his soldien to meddle with the ^il until his 
c<^eagu68 arrived, saying, that those armies had also a part in 
the taking of Anxur, who had diverted the other troops of the 
Volscians from the defence of thQ place. On their arrival, the 
three armies plundered the city, which a long course of pro^ier- 
ity had filled with opulence ; and this liberality of the com- 
manders first began to reconcile the commons to the pathcians : 
which eoA was soon after promoted ; for the principal nobility, 
with a generosity towards the multitude, the most seasonable 
that eter was dhown, procured a decree of the senate, and before 
such a scheme could be ihentioned by the tribunes or commons, 
that the soldiers should receive pay out of the public treasury,* 
whereas hitherto every one had served at his own expense. 

60. No measure, we are toki, was ever received by the com- 
mons with such transports of joy : thtiy ran in crowds to the 
senate-house, caught the hands of the senators as they came out, 
declaring timt thev were firthen in reality, and acknowledging 
that their conduct had been such, that every man, whilst he had 
any share of strength remaining, would risk his person and prop- 
erty in the cause of a country so liberal to its citizens. Whilst 
they were delighted with the comfortable prospect of their pri- 
vate substance, at all events resting unimpaired during such tune 
as they should be censisned over to the commonwealth, and 
employed in its service^ their joy received a manifold addition, 
and their gratitude was raised to a higher pitch, from the t^n- 
sideration that this had been a voluntary srant, having never been . 
agitated hj the tribunes, nor attempted to be gained by any 
requisition of their own. The plebeian tribunes alone partook 
not of the general satisfaction and harmony difiiised through 
every rank, but averred that '* this would not prove such matter 
of joy, nor so honourable to the patricians aa they themselves 

* The foot soldiers onlv. The horse did not receive pay until three 
years after. Hie pay of a loot soldier, in the time of the second Punic 
war, was three asses, too small, if they had not received an allowance 
"^f com, and sometimes of clothes. ' . 
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imagined. That the plan appeared better on the first view tliao 
it would prove on experience : for how could that money be pro- 
cored unless by imposing a tax on the people 1 They were 
generous to some, therefore, at others' expense. Besides, even 
though this should be borne, those who had served out their 
time in the army woold never endure that their successors should 
be retained on better terms than they themselves had been ; and 
that they should bear the eroeose first of their own service and 
then of that of others." These argument^ had .an effect on 
sreat numbers of the commons. At last, on the publication of 
Uie decree for levying the tax, the tribunes went so far, as; on 
their part, to give public notice that they would give protection 
to any person who should refuse his proportion of the tax for 
payment to the soldiers. The patricians persisted in support of 
a loatter so happily begun. . They first of all paid in their own 
assessment ; and there bein^ no silvercoined at that time, some 
of them conveying their weighed brass to the treasury in wa^r. 
ons, gave a pompous appearance to their payments. This 
being done by the senate with the strictest punctuality, and 
according to their rated properties, the principal plebeians, con- 
nected in friendship with the nobility, in pursuance of a plan 
laid down, began to pay ; and, when the populace saw these 
highly commended by the patricians, and also respected as sood 
citizens by those oi military age, scorning the support of the 
. tribunes, they began at once to- vie with each other in paying 
» the tax. The law being then passed for declaring war against 
the Yeientians, a numerous army, composted chiefly of volun- 
teers, followed the new military tribune, with consular power, 
to Veu. 

61. These tribunes were Titus Quintius Capitolinus, Publins 
Quintius Cincinnatus, Caius Julius lulus, a second time, Aulus 
Manlius, Lucius Furius MeduUinus, a second time, and Manius 
JSmilius Mamercinus. [A. U. C. 350, B. C. 402.] By these 
Veii was first invested. A little before this siege began, a full 
meeting of the Etrurians being held at the temple of Voltumna, 
the question whether the Veientians should be supported by the 
joint concurrence of the whole confederacy, was left undecided. 
l)uring the following year, the siege was prosecuted with leas 
vigour, because some of the tribunes and their troops were called 
away to oppose the Volscians. The military tribunes, with 
consular power, of this year were, Caius Valerius Potitus, a 
third time, Manius Sergius Fidenas, Publius Cornelius Malu- 
ginensis, Cneius Cornelius Cossus, Ceso Fabius Ambustus, 
Spurius Nautius Rutilus, a second time. [A. U. C. 351, B. C. 
401.] A pitched battle was fought with the Volscians, between 
Ferentinum and Ecetra, in which the Romans had the ad* 
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-vantage. Siege was then laid hy the tiibunes to Artelu^ a 
town of the Volscians. After some time, the enemj having at- 
tempted a sally, and being driven back into the town, the be- 
siegers got an opportunity of fozcing their way in, and made 
themselves masters of every place except, the citadel. This 
fortress was naturally very strone, and a body of armed men had 
thrown themselves into it. Under its walls great numbers were 
slain and made prisoners. The citadel was then besieged, but 
it neither could be taken by storm, because it had a garrison 
sufficient for the size of the place, nor did it afford any hope of a 
surrender, because, before the city was taken, all the public 
stores of com had been conveyed thither ; so ^t the Romans 
would have grown weary of the attempt, and retired, had not the 
fortress been betrayed to them by a slave. He eave admittance 
through a place of difficult access to some soldiers, who made 
themselves masters, of it ; and while they were employed in 
killing the guards, the rest of the multitude, losing all courage 
At the sight of this unexpected attack, laid down Jtheir arms. 
After demolishing both the citadel and citv of Artena, the 
legions were- led back from the country of the Volscians, and 
the whole power of Rome turned against VeiL The traitor re- 
ceived as a reward, besides his Ubefty, the property of two 
families, and was c&Ued Servius Romanus. Some are of opinion 
that Artena belonged to the Veientians, not to the Volscians : a 
mistake occasioned by there having been once a town of that 
name between Caere and Yeii. But that town the Roman kings 
demolished; it was the property of the Ca»ritians, not of the 
Veientians ; this other of the same name, the destruction of 
which we have related, was in the couotiy of the Volscians. 



BOOK V. 

Cbap. 1. Pbaos now subsisted in all other quarters ; [A. U. 
C. 352, B. C. 400] but the Romuis and Veientians were stiU 
in arms, and displayed such violent rancour and animosity as 
made it evident that utter destruction would be the fate of the 
party vanquished. The election of magistrates in the two states 
was conducted in very dififerent methods. The Romans angi- 
mented the number of Uieir military tribunes with consular 
power, electing eight, a number greater than had hitherto been 
known. These were Manius iEmilius Mamercinus, a second 
time, Lttcins Valerius Potitus, a thiid time, Appius Claudius 
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CrtssiiA, Marcus Quintilras Vanis, Lucias Julius Idas, Marctii 
Pbstamius, Marcus Furius Camillus, Marcus Postumius AlWnus. 
The Veientiansi on the other hand, disgusted at the annual in- 
trigues of candidates, which were sometimes the cause of violent 
dissensions, elected a king. This step pve great offence to all 
the states of Etruria, as, besides their abhorrence of kin«^y 

Stvemment, they held the person elected in no less detestation, 
e, out of the insolence of wealth, and the arrogance of his 
temper, had, before this, rendered himself obnoxious to the na- 
tion, bf violently breaking off the performance of certain annual 
games, the omission of which was deemed an impiety : for, in- 
stijgated by pique, because anotfier candidate for the office of 
priest had been preferred before him, by the' suffrages of the 
twelve states, in the middle of the solemnity, he abruptly carried 
away the performers, of whom a great part were his slaves. 
That nation, therefore, devoted beyond all others to religious 
performances, the. more so because they excelled in the conduct 
of them^ passed a decree by which all aid was refused to the 
Yeientians, so long as they should continue under The govern- 
ment of a king. At Veii, all mention of this decree was sup- 
pressed by pcople^s dread of the king, who would have treated 
any person, reported to have mentioned such a matter, as a 
leader of sedition, not as the author of an idle rumour. Al- 
though the Romans received intelligence that all was quiet in 
Etruria, yet, being also informed t&t this busing was agam 
agitated in every one of their meetings, they formed and 
strengthened their fortifications in such a manner as gave them 
secunty on both sides. Some they raised on the part next the 
town, against the irruptions of the townsmen ; others on the side 
opposite Etruria, so as to guard against any auxiliaries which 
might come from thence. 

2. The Roman generals, conceiving greater hopes from a 
blockade than from an assault, resolved to carry on their opera- 
tions during the whole winter ; and accordingly they began to 
erect huts, a proceeding quite new to Roman soldiers. As soon 
as an account 'of this was brought to the plebeian tribunes, who 
for a long time past found no pretext for starting new disturb- 
ances, they flew out to meet the people in assembly, and laboured 
to inflanie the minds of the commons, asserting that " this was 
the purpose for which pay for the soldiery had been established ; 
nor had they been so blind, as not to see that such a present 
from their enemies was tainted with poison. That the liberty 
of the commons had been sold ; their young men carried away 
without hope of return, exposed to the severity of winter, ex- 
cluded from their houses and family affairs. What did they 
•appose was the reason for keeping the troops on duty tvitbont 
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Intemiissibn 1 They would find it, in fact, to be no other than 
the apprehension lest, in case of the attendance of those youths, 
in whom the whole strength of the commons consisted, some 
steps might be taken tows^ promoting their interests. Besides, 
the men were more harassed, and subjected to greater hardshipe 
than the Veientians : for the latter passed the winter under their 
own roofs, haying their city secured by strong walls, and its na- 
tural situation ; while theHoman soldiers, in thie midst of labour 
and toils, lay perishing in tents, overwhelmed by snow and frost : 
never laying their arms out of their hands even in that severe sea* 
son, which had ever given a respite to all wars either on land or sea. 
Neither kings nor consuls, overbearing as they were, before the 
institution of the tribunitian office, nor the stem government of 
a dictator, nor the arbitrary decemvirs, ever impo^ such a pain 
as this of unremitting military service. Yet military tribunes 
assumed that degree of kingly powe^ over the commons of 
Rome. What would have been the behaviour of those men, iri 
the office of consul or dictator, who have exhibited a picture of 
proconsular, power in colours of such harshness and cruelty 1 but 
* this wbs no worse than what the people deserved. Among eight 
military tribunes, they did not give room to one plebeian^ Till 
of late, the patriciahs used to find the utmost difficulty in filling 
up three places ; but now they march in files, eight deep, to 
take possession of the posts of government ; and even in such a 
crowd, no plebeian is found intermixed, who, if he served no 
other purpose, might remind his colleagues that the army was 
composed not of slaves but of freemen ; of citizens who ought 
to be brought home, at least in winter, to their habitations, and 
the comforts of their own roofs, and allowed, at some time of 
the year, to visit their parents, children, and wives ; to exercise 
the rights of Romans, and to take a part in the election of ma- 
gistrates." While they exclaimed in these, and such like terms, 
they were not unequally matched in an opponent. Appius 
Claudius, who had been left at home by his colleagues, for the 
purpose of repressing the turbulent schemes of the tribunes ; a 
man trained from his youth in contentions with the plebeians ; 
who, some yeare before, had recoomiended, as has been men- 
tioned, the disuniting the power of the tribunes by the protests 
of their colleagues. 

3. Endowed by nature with good abilities, and possessed also 
of experience, from long practice, he spoke on this occasion in 
the following manner : ** If it ^.ver was a matter of doubt, citi- 
zens, whether the motives which' led the plebeian tribunes to 
foment sedition, on every occasion, regarded your interests or 
their own, I am confident that, in the course of this year, every 
such doubt must have vanished; and while I rejoice at your 
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being «t length undecefved in respect of a mistake of long ( 
tinuance, I cannot at the same time lefiain imm congratiSatbig 
yoo, and on your account the icomraonwealth, that the deloakm 
has been remoTed by a train of prosperous events, rather ^nn 
by any other means. Is there a person iiving, who is not con* 
Ttnced that the plebeian tribunes were never so highly displeased 
and provoked by any inatance of the ill-treatment felt by jtoo, if 
any such really existed, as by the generosity of the patricians to- 
wards the commons, in eataUiahmg pay for the army 1 What 
other event do you think they either or^ed then wi^ so ranch 
anxiety, or wish so ardently at present to obi^iate, as a onion be- 
tween the orders, which, in their opinion, would pmre the aab- 
Tersion of the tribunitian power? Thus, in £ict, as laboorers in ths 
field of iniquity, they are at a loss for employment, and even wish 
that there may be always some diseased part in the common- 
wealth, for the cure of which they may be emf^oye^ by you : ibr 
whether, tribunes, are you at present defending the commons, or 
making an attack on them % Whether are yoo, adversaries of 
the sokliery, or patrons of their cause! Perhaps you wfll aaj 
thus, whatever the patricians do, we disapprove, whether it be 
favourable or prejudicial to the commons ; and, just as raasttera 
forbid their slaves to ha.ve any dealings with those belonging to 
others, and think proper to cut off the commerce between them, 
either of kindness or unkindness, you, in like manner, interdict 
us, the patricians, from all intercourse with the commons ; lest, 
by our civility and generosity, we should chaOesffe their regard, 
and they become obedient and willing to be directed as we 
might see best. Would it not much better become you, if yon 
had any of the sentiments or feelings, I say not of feliow- 
citizens, but of human beings, rather to fevonr, and, as far as in 
your power, to cherish this kindness of the patricians, and the 
tractable disposition of the commons! Were soch harmony 
once established on a permanent footmg, who is there thit 
would not venture to e^age that this empire weold soon ar- 
rive at a height of grandeur fax beybnd all the nei^boning 
states! 

4. << I shall hereafter explain to yon, not only die eiqiedieney, 
but the necessity of the plan adofited hv my coUeagnee of not 
drawing off the troops at Veii until the business shSi be com- 
pleted. At present, I choose to confine my observations to the 
state of the soldiery ; and if what I shall say on that head were 
to be spoken, not only before you, but also in the camp, I am 
persuaded that it would appear reasonable to the anny them- 
selves. Indeed, if my own understandinff were incapable of 
suggesting any aivuments on the subject, I mieht be well con- 
tent with those which have been thrown out in Sie discourses o 
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our ftdTersaries. They ktely nwisted that pay ought not to be 

S'ven to the soldiers, because it had iieTer been giTen before, 
n what grounds, therefore, can they now be displeased, if per* 
eons who have received an addition of profit, beyond what was 
asual. are enjoined to perform some additional labour pro- 
portioned thereto 1 , In no case is labour to be procured without 
emolument, nor emolument in general, without the expense of 
labour. Toil and pleasure, in their natnrcs opposite, are yet 
linked together in a kind of necessary connexion. Formerly, 
the soldier deemed it a hardship to give up his' labour to the 
commonwealth, and to bear his, own expenses. At the same 
time, he found pleasure in having it in his power, for a part o/ 
the year, to till hi» o^n ground, and to acquire the means of 
supporting himself and his family at home and in the field. At 
present, he has a source of pleasure in the profits set apart for 
him by the commonwealth, and. he no doubt receives his pay 
with joy. Let him therefore bear with resignation the being 
detained a little longer from his home and from his family affairs, 
which are not now burdened with his expenses. Suppose the 
commonwealth called him to a statement of accounts, might it 
not iustly say, you receive pay by the year, five me your labour 
by the year \ Do you think it just, that for half a yearns service, 
you should receive a whole year's pay 1 It is disagreeable to 
me. Romans, to dwelf on this topic ; for this kind of proceeding 
snits^only those who employ mercenary soldiers ; but we wish 
to deal, as with our fellow-citizens. Eitlier, then, the war ought 
not to have been underuken, or it ought to be conducted in 
a manner suited to the dignity of the Roman people, and to 
be brought to a conclusiqn as soon as possible. Now it will 
certainl]^ be brought to a conclusion, if yfe press forward the 
siege ; if we do not retire until we have attained the object of 
our hopes in the capture of Veii. In truth, if there were no 
other motive, the very discredit of acting otherwise ought to 
V urge us to^ perseverance. In former tio^es, a city was held 
besieged for ten years on account of one woman, by the united 
force of all the Greeks. At what a distance from their homes ! 
what tracts of land and sea lying between ! Yet we grumble 
at the fatigue of a siege of one year's continuance, wiuiin less 
than twenty miles of us, almost within sight of our city ; be- 
cause, I suppose, the ground of our ^uairel is not sufficiently 
just to stimulate us to persevere. This is the seventh time that 
the people have rebelled. Durinc peace, they were never faith- 
ful to their engagements. They nave laid waste our territories 
a thousand times. They have compelled the Fidenatians to re 
volt from us ; have put to death our colonists in that district ; 
and have been the instigators of the impions murder <^ our 
LIV. VOL. i.-^2d 
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ambusadon, in vMlation of the laws of nations : t2iey ha;fe 
endeavoured, in ehort, to stir up all Etraria against os ; and at 
this day are bu^ in the same attempt : and scarcely did thej 
refrain from ofiertnjg; violence to our ambassadon who demanded 
satisfaction. Against such' people, onght war to be waged in a 
remiss and dilatoiy manner! 

6. ** If such just causes of resentment haVe no weight with 
ns, have, I beseech you, the following considerations nonel 
The city has been enclosed with immense works, by which the 
enemy are confined^rithin then walls. Of late, they have not 
tilled their lands ; and what were cultivated before have been 
kid waste in the course of the war. If we withdraw our army, 
who can doubt that not only through desite of levenge, but even 
through the necessity imposed on them of plundering the prop* 
erty ti others, since they have lost their own, they will make 
an mvasion on oar teiritoriesl By such conduct, therefore, we 
should not defer the war, hot open it a passage into our own 
frontiers. What shall we say, as to the circumstances imme- 
diately affecting the soldiers, of whose interests your worthy 
tribunes have, all on a sudden, grown 00 careful, after having 
attempted to wrest their pay out of their hands 1 How do they 
stand! They have fonued a rampart and a trench, both works 
of immense labour, through so great an extent of ground : they 
have erected forts, at first only a few, afterward & ^reat number, 
when the army was augmented : and they have laised defences, 
not only on the side next to the city, but also opposite Etruria, 
against «ny succours which should arrive fnvn thence. Why 
need I mention towers, covered approaches, and the like ; to- 
flethor with all the various machines used in attacking towns 1 
Now that auch a quantity of labour has been expended, and that 
they have just come to the finishing of the work, do you think 
it would be pradent to abandon all these preparations, that the 
next summer they may be obliged to undergo asain the same 
oouree of toil and labour in forming them anew? How much 
less difficult would it be to support the works already formed, to 
mess forward, to persevere, and thus at once to be set at rest t 
The business might soon be accomplished by a uniform course 
of exertions ; for it is certain, that by thus iotemipting and 
suspending all proceedings, we absolutely hinder the attainment 
of our own ho^. What I have s^d regards only the laboot 
aind the toss of time. But let me ask farther, can we disregard 
the danger which we incur by mocrastination, while vre see so 
frequent meelinffs held by the Etrurians on the subject of send- 
ing aid to Veil t As matters stand at present, they are dis- 
pleased and angry with that people ; declare that they will not 
iand them aid ; and for any concern which they take in the affiiir 
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tre are at liberty to take Veii. Bot who can promise that, if we 
suspend our operations, they will be in the same temper here- 
after? for if you allow an^ relaxation, more respectable and 
more frequent embassies will be despetebed ; and the reiy cir- 
cumstance which now disgusts the Etrurians, the establishment 
of a king at Veii, may, in the interim, be done away, either by 
the joint determination of the sereral membera of the state, for 
the sake of recovering the friendship of Etruria, er l^ a volun- 
tary act of the king himself, who may be unwilline to continue 
n the throne when he finds it an obstruction to the welfare of 
his countrymen. See now how many consequences, and how 
detrimental, attend that method of proceeding; the loss of 
works formed with so great labour; the consequent devas- 
tation of our frontiers ; and, instead of the Veientians, the 
whole nation of Etruria united against us. These, tribcines, 
are your plans, much indeed of the same kind as if^~ in the 
case of a sick person, who, by submittii^ to a regimen with 
resolution, might quickly recover his heattb, should reiMlei his 
disorder tedious, and perhaps incurable, ior the sake of the 
present pleasure which eating and drinking would ttSatd him. 

6. " I insist, that though it were of no consequence, with 
respect to the present war, yet it is certainly of the utmost im- 
portance to military discipline, that oar sokliers be accustomed, 
not only to enjoy the fruits of victoiyr but should the business 
prove tedious, to endure the irksomcness of delay ; to wait the 
issue of their hopes, though tardy ; and, if the summer did not 
finish the war, to try what the winter uofjtA produce ; and not, 
like birds of spring, to took about for hiding placed and shelter 
the moment autumn arrived. Consider^ I beseech you, how 
the pleasure of hunting and eagerness in the chase horry men 
through woods and over mountains, in the midst of frost and 
s|iow; and. shall we not bestow on the necessary exigences 
of war the same degree of patience, which is'usually called forth 
even by spc^rt and amusement? Do we suppose the bodies of 
our soldiers so effeminate, their minds so feeble, that they can- 
not for one winter endure the fatigue of a camp and absence 
firom home 1 That, like those who carr^ on war by sea, they 
must regulate their q)erations' by taking advantage of the 
weather, and observing the seasons of the yearl That they are 
incapable of enduring either heat or cold 1 I am convinced tber 
would blush, if such things were laid to their charge, and would 
maintain that both their minds and bodies weie possessed of 
manly firmness : that' they were able to pOiform the duties of 
war as well in winter as in sumtner : that they never had com 
missioned the tribunes to patronise sloth and effeminacy ; and 
lemeinbered very well, that it was not under their own roofs, nor 
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in the ahade, ihat their ancestors established the tribuneship. 
Such sentiments are worthy of the valoar of soldiers, such are 
worthy of the Roman name ; not to consider merely the city 
of Veii, nor the )>resent war in which you are employed, but to 
seek a reputation which may last during other wars, and among 
all other nations. - l>o you look on the difference between the 
ctiaracters which wUl be apphed to you, according tp your con- 
duct in this affair, as a matter of trivial importance 1 Whether 
the neighbouring nations deem the Romans to be soldiers of 
such a kind, that any town which can withstand their first assault, 
and that of very short continuance, ha^ nothing farther to appre- 
hend ; or, whether our name be terrible on this account, that 
neither the fatigue of a tedious siege, nor the severity of winter, 
can rem^e a Roman army" from a place which it, has once in- 
vested ; that it knSiws no other termination of war than victory ; 
and that its operations are not more distinguished by briskness 
of action than by steady perseverance 1 a (|ualif]cation which, as 
it is highly requisite in every kind of mihtary service, is most 
pirticularly so in carrying on sieges of towns ; because these 
being generally, from the nature of their situation, and the 
strength of their works, impregnable by assault, time alone 
overpowers and reduces them by means of hunger and thirst, 
its it will certainly reduce Veil, unless the tribunes of the com- 
mons supply aid to the enemy, and theTeientians find in Rome 
that support which they seek in vain in Etruria. Coald any 
other event so fuUy accord to the wishes of the Veientians as 
that the city of Rome first, and then, by the spreading of the 
contagion, the camp should.be filled with sedition 1 But now, 
among the enemy, such a temperate disposition prevails, that 
neither through disgust at the length of the siege, nor even at 
the establishment of kingly government, has one change of 
measures been attempted ; nor has the refusal of aid from tke 
Etrurians soured their temper ; because, if any one there pro- 
poses seditious measures, he will be instantly put to death ; nor 
will any person be suffered to utter such things as are uttered 
among you without any fear of punishment. He deserves the 
bastinade who forsakes his colours, or quits his post : yet men 
are heard, openly in public assembly, recommending, not to one 
or two particular scddiers, but to whole armies, to leave their 
colours and desert their camp. With such partiality are you 
accustomed ta listen to whatever a plebeian tribune advances, 
iJthough it manifestly tends to the ruin of your country, and the 
dissolation of the commonwealth ; and so captivated are you by 
the charms of that office, that, under the shelter of it, you suffer 
every kind of wickedness to lurk unnoticed. They have but 
one step farther to take to engage the soldiers in camp in Hie 
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Mroe measuies wfakb they ittg» hen with ■» imich eknonr, to 
debauch the troope, and allow them no longer to obey tbeif 
officers, since liberty, according to the present aotioa at at at 
Rome, consists in casting off all levorence for the senate, for 
the ma^strates, for the laws, for the vractices of our ancestors, 
for the msiitutions of our fathers, ano for militaiy dJsciptine." 

7. Appitts was now fully equal to a contention with the plo- 
beian tribunes, even in the assemblies of the people, whui a 
misfortune suffered before Veii, by sn^efiect whidb DO>one could 
have expected, threw the supenoiity at once on his side, and 
produced both an unusual harmony between the orders of the state 
and a general ardour to push on the siege of Veii with greater 
vigour : for when the trenches had been advanced aknost to the 
very town, and the machines were just veady to be applied to 
the walls, the troops, employing greater assiduity in forming 
their works by day, than in guaraing them by ni^^, one of the 
gates was tlirown open on a sudden, and a vast multitude, 
armed chiefiy with torches, sallied forth, and set fire to them on 
all si^es ; so that the flames destroyed in an instant both the 
rampart and the machines, the construction of which had cost 
so much time ; and great numbers of men, atterapttng in vain to 
save them, perished by fire and die swoid. When news of this 
disaster arrived at Rome, it diffused a general sadness through 
all ranks of men, and filled the senate also with aniiety and 
strong apprehensions lest they should find it impossible to with- 
stand any longer the machinations of the seditious, either in the 
city or the camp, and lest the tribunes of the commons should 
insult over the commonwealth, as if it lay vanquished at their 
feet. At this juncture, those persons who possessed equestrian 
fortunes, and had not horses assigned them by the public, after 
previously consulting together, went in a body to the senate, and 
having obtained permission to speak, declared their resolution to 
serve in the army on horses provided at th6irown expense. On 
which the senate returning them thanks in the most honourable 
terms, and the report of Siis proceeding having spread through 
the forum, and all parts of the city, there immediately ensued a 
general concourse of the commons to the senate-house, where 
3iey declared that ** they were now the infantry of that army ; 
and that, though it was not their turn to serve, yet they freely 
engaged in the cause of the commonwealth, whether it should 
be thought proper to lead them to Veii, or to any other place. 
If they should be led to Veii,J* they afBrmed, " that they wouTd 
never return from thence until that city should be taken from the 
enemy." The senate now scarce set any bounds to the torrent 
of joy which flowed in on them ; for they did not, as in the case 
of the horsemen, pass an order for thanks to be conveyed by tha 
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magistntes, neither wete the people ealled into the eenate-hoase 
to receive an answer ; nor did the senators confine themselyes 
within their house ; but, from the eminence adjoining, every one 
of th^m eagerly, wi^ voice and hands, testified the public satis- 
&etion to the multitude who stood below in the assembfy; 
declared that, by such unanimity, the city of Rome.was render- 
ed happy, invincible, and everlastmg; praised the horsemen, 
praised the commons ; blessed even Uie day, as a day of happi- 
ness, and acknowledged, that the courtesy and kindness of ibe 
patricians were now outdone, while, thrduffh excess of joy, tears 
flowed in abundance, both from the patricians and commons ; 
until the senators, beii^ called back mto^their bouse, passed a 
decree,- tiutt *' the military tribunes, summoning an assembly, 
diould give thanks to the infantry and to the horsemen, and 
should assure them that the senate would keep in remembrance 
the dutifoVaffection which they had shown towards their country ; 
and had come to a resolution that every one of those who hiid, 
out of turn, voluntarily undertaken the service should enjoy rank 
and pay firom that date." A certain stipend was also assigned 
to the horsemen. This was the first mstance of the cavalry 
serving on their own horses. This army of volanteers, being 
led to veil, not only restored' ^e works which had been destroy- 
ed, but erected new ones. Greater care than ever was used in 
sending them supplies from the city, that no kind of accommo- 
dation should be wanting to troops who merited so highly. 

8. The ensumg year [A. U. C. 353, B. C. 399] had military 
tribunes with consular power, Caius Servilius Ahala, a third time, 
Quintus Servilius, Lucias Virginius, Quintus Sulpicius, Aulus 
Manlius, a second time, Manms Sergius, a second time. In 
their tribunate, whilst all men's attention was directed to the 
Veientian war, the security of the garrison at Amur was 
neglected, the soldiers obtaining leave of absence, and the 
Volecian traders being freely Admitted : the consequence of 
which was that the guuds at the gates were suddenly overpow- ■ 
ered, and the place taken by surprise. The number of soldiers 
slain was the less, because, except the sick, they were all 
employed like suttlers, i{i trafficking about the country and the 
neighbouring cities. Nor did better success attend the opera- 
tions before Veii, which were then the grand object which 
engrossed all the public solicitude ; for the Roman commanders 
showed a stron^r disposition to quarrel among themselves than 
to act with spirit against the enemy. Besides, the power of 
their adversanes received an addition by the unexpected arrival 
of the Capenatians and Paliscians. These two states of Etruria, 
contiguous in situation to Veii judged that should that city be 
conquered they shooki oe the next exposed to the attacks of the 
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Romans; The Faliscians w«re ftttker induced, by a Teason par- 
ticularly afiecting themBelvea, to enter into the quarrel, at bar- 
ing been, formerly a party in the war of the Fidenatiant: 
wherefore, after having by lecipKOcal embaaaies ratified their 
engragementa with an oath, they advanced with their forees to 
. Yeii, at a moment when no one thought of their coming. They 
happened to attack the camp on that quarter where Maj^niue 
Seigius, military tribune, commanded, which caoeed a violent 
alarm ; for the Aoma^M imagined .that all Etruria had been aet 
in motion, and bad come out* in a maaa against them. The 
same <^ion roused to action the Veieotiana in the city. Thus 
the camp was attacked on both sides ; ai^d the troops, in oppo- 
sing the attempts of the enemy, being obliged to wheel round 
their battalions from one post to another, could neither effectu- 
ally confine the Veientians within their fortifications, nor repel 
. the assault from their own worica, nor even defend themselvea 
on the outer side. Their only hope was that they mij^ht he 
.xeinforced from the greater camp, and then the several dmerent 
legions would suj^rt the different parts of the fight, some 
against the CapenatiiEma and Faliscians, others against the sallies 
from the town. But that camp waa commanded by Virginiua, 
between whom and Sergius there subsistecf^ a personal hatred : 
on bein^ informed that most of the forts were attacked, the 
fortifications scaled, and that the enemy poured in on both sides, 
he kept his men within his own works under arms, saying, that 
if they were in need of a reinforcement his colleague wouM aend 
to him. His anoganc^ was equalled by the obstinacy of the 
other, who, rather wan appear to have aaked any assistance from 
a person. with whom he was at variance, chose to be conquered 
bv the enemy. His troops, enclosed on either side, suffered great 
ekuffhter for a long time ; at last, abandoning the works, a very 
amaU part of them made their way to the prmcipal camp ; the 
greater number, with Sergius himself, proceeded. to Rome; 
here, as he threw the entire blame on his colleague, it was dfr> 
termined that Virginios should be called home, and that, in the 
meantime, the lieutenant-generals should hold the command. 
The affair waa taken into consideration by the senate, where the 
dispute between the coUeaguea was carried on with mutual 
recriminations. Few of the memben regarded the intereats of 
the commonwealth, eagh adhered to one or the other, just as he 
happened to be prejudiced by private regard or interest. 

9. The princmsl senators were of opinion that whether the 
misconduct, or the misfortune of the commanders had been the 
cause of such an ignominious overthrow, they ought not to wait 
for the regular time of election, but to create immediately new 
nilitary tnbunes^ who should enter into offiae on the calends of 
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OcW^. VnSm liht mndibnv w«r« pnceei&ag to sbotr 
Mflent to this opinioni the ^ther tniiitafy tnbanes offered na 
objection ; hv% Seirgiat and Vij|;i]iiuty to whose hebairiour it wm 
•tidetiU]r omag that men wished t9 get rid of the magistretee 
If that year, at first deprecated the ignoamy whicB would 
hereby be thrvwn on them, and afteiward iMrotested agamat the 
passing of the decree, and declared that they woold not nstiie 
from officj? before the ides of Decen&ber, the usuaJ day for others 
enterii^ into office. On this, the tribimeaof the cemmonsy wbo^ 
'during the ^neral hanneny and the proeperity of pubtic affiura, 
had unwillingly kept silence^ at once assuming confidence, 
threatened the military tribunes, that, unless they suhnutted to 
^ direction of the senate, they would order them to be carried 
to prisen. Then Caius Senrilhis Abala, one of the mihtaiy 
tribuBci^ said, " As to your part, trftiunes ciT the people, I assure 
you. I would with great pleasure put it to the proof, whether 
your threats are more destitute of autiMirity, or yourselves of 
spirit. But I consider it as impious to act in opposition to the 
wiU of the senate ; where fo r e on the one hand^ I desire that you 
may desist from se^ung in out disputes for an opportunity of 
Mag mischief; and on the other hand, etthier my colleagues 
shall act ^ceetdin^ to die order of the senate, or if they persist 
any farther in oppoaikion, I will instantly nominate a ^ctator, 
who will compel them to retire from office.** This discourse 
being receiTod with uniTersai approbation, and the senators re- 
joicing that another power had been thought o^ which by its 
aoperiiHr authoritj- might reduce the magistrates to order, with- 
out the tenors of the tribonitian olBce, those roi^fistrates yield- 
ed to the uniTersai desire of the public, and held an etection 
of military tribunes, whe woe to enter into office on the calends 
of October ; and belinrs that day they divested themselves of 
the magistracy. 

10. [A. U. C. 364^ B. G. d08.] - Tliie military tribunate with 
consuhur power, of Lucius Yalerhis Potitos, a fourth time, Mar- 
cus Furius Camillus, a second, Manius iEmilius Mamercinus, a 
third, Cneius Cornelius Coseos, a second, C«so Fabius Am- 
bostus, and Lucius Julius lulua, was occupied by a nraltipficity 
of business, both crril and military : for the operations of war 
were to be carried on in many different plaees at once, at Yeii, 
and at Capena ; at Falerii, and amone the Volscians for the re- 
covery of Anxur. Then at Rome there was great uneasinsos 
occasioned by the levying of troops, and at the same time by the 
paying in of the tax. There was also a stniggle about the ap- 
pointBoent of the plebeian tribunes ; while the trial of two of 
those, who had lately been invested with consular power, excited 
BO trifljag disturbance. The military tribunes spphed them- 
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•el^es, firai of all, to the imising of troops, and not only the 
younger men were enlisted, but the elder citizens also were 
compelled to give in their names to serve as a garrison to the 
city. Now, in proportion as the number of soluiers was au^- 
mented, so much tne more money became necessary for t]kv 
pay, and this was made up by a tax which was very unwilling 
pajLd by thoso who remained at home, because as the guard of 
the city lay on them, they must also perform military duty, and 
piye their labour to the public. These circumstances, grievous 
in themselves, were set forth in more provoking terms in the 
seditious harangues of the {Jebeian tribunes, who insisted that 
*' the establishment of pay to the soldiers was intended for the 
purpose of ruining one half of the commons by the fatigues of 
war, and the other half by a tax. That one war had now been 
protracted to the fifth year ; and was conducted without suc- 
cess designedly, in order that it might afford them the longer 
employment. Besides, arpiies had been enlisted at one levy for 
four different expeditions, and even boys and old men dragged 
from their homes. That no distinction was made between 
summer and winter, lest any respite should be allowed to the 
wretched commons ; who now, as the finishing stroke, had been 
made subject to a tax ; so that when they should return with 
their bodies wasted through toils, wounds, and even age, and 
find every thing at home m disorder from the long absence of 
the owners, would at the same time be obliged, out of their 
mined property, to refund in a manifold proportion to the state 
the money which they had received as pay, as if it had been 
taken up at usurious interest.*' Between the levy and the tax, and 
from men's thoughts being occupied by more important concerns, 
tlie number of plebeian trmunes tooM not be filled up on the day 
of election. A violent effort was afterward made to have pa- 
tricians -assumed into the vacant places, bat that being found 
iflopracticable, another plan was adopted for the purpose of 
weakening at least the authority of the Trebonian law, by the 
assumption of Caius Lacerius and Marcus Acutius as plebeian 
tribunes ; and this was effected evidently by the influence of the 
patricians. 

11. It so happened that this year Caius Trebonius was a ple- 
beian tribune ; and he considered it as a duty incumbent on his 
•name and family to patronise the Trebonian law. He, there- 
fore, complained loudly,^ that " a measure which had been at^ 
tempted by seme patricians* and in which they were baffled at 
their first setting out, had been violently carried by the military 
tnbunes : — ^tbat the Trebonian law had been subverted, and ple- 
beian tribunes elected, not in conformity to the suffirage of the 
people, but to the mandate of the patricians : — ^that the matter 
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WM brought to tbit ismie, that people most be cGbtent ttv mm 
the office of plebeian tribune filled either by patndans or their ^ 
dependanu : — ^that all the advaotaj^a of the deTOting laws weie 
wrested from them, and the tribuniUan power forcibly tranefemd 
to other hand^. And he inuated tluit this imist hare been 
«fie«ted, either by some artifices ofthe patncians, or by the yii- 
kny and treacheiy of his coHeaguea.** The poblie being in- 
flamed with a high degree of reooDtment, not aaty acainst the 
Etricians, but the tribunes of the. people also, as wdl unee who 
d been elected, as those who had elected thenn three of thatt 
body, Publius Curatius, Maxcns Metilins, and Marena Minaeifis, 
greatly al&hned for their own interesta, mad* aft attack on Ser- 
gius and Viiginius, militaiy tribunes oi the former year^ and by 
a prosecution which they had eommenced^ tamed off on them 
thie anger of the commona, and the resentment of the paUie. 
They desired peeule to "• take notice, that such aa Mt them- 
selves aggrieved by the levy, by the tax, by long servico in tho 
army, and the distance of the seat of war ; such as lamented the 
loss sustained at Veii ; such as had their booses itv mounmig 
for the loss of chil^en, brethren, kinsmen, and relatiena; p8 
these had now, by their meana, both the ri^ht and. the power 
afforded them of avenging the public and pnvate calamities dq 
the two persons who were the spiilty causes of them. Fw to 
Sergius and Virginius were owing/' they asserted, " att their 
misfortunea. And that was not mors fully evinced by the 
charge of the prosecutor, than by the acfcnowle^^rmeiit of ^ 
defendants ; who being equalW conscious of crime, each im* 
puted it to the other;. Virgimus charging Sergius with cow- 
ardice ; Seigius, Virginius with treachery.' Toe absurdity of 
whose conduct was so greet, that there waa a hi^ degree of 
probability that the whole affair had been tranaacted by concert^ 
and according to a wicked design of the patriciana ; who, for 
the purpose of protracting the war, first gave the Yeientians an 
opportunity to bum the works, and now had delivered up aD 
army to the sword of the enemy, and surrendered a Roman 
camp to the Faliscians. The management of ail afifairs wsa 
directed to one end, that the young men should erow old before 
Vtti ; and that the tribunes should be thereby deprived of the 
power of taking the sense of the people, either concerning the 
lands, or any other advantages ofthe commons : of having their 
plans supported by a numerous attendance of citisena, or of 
making head against the conspiracy of the patriciana. That the 
eanse of the defendants had been auready prejudged by the senate, 
by the Roman people, and by their own colleagues : for, by a 
decree of the senate, they had been removed from the adminis- 
tration of government^ and» refusing to reaign their office* bad 
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been coostrained to submit hy their coUetgoes, wfao tkfeatened 
them with a dictator ; and thiat the Roman people had elected 
tiibunea, who were to aeaume the government, not on the uanal 
day, the ides of December, but instantly on the ealends of Oe- 
tober ; because the continvanpe of the former in office was in- 
compatible with the safety of the comnnonweaith. Yet, after ^ 
Ihis, those men, censnmd and overwhelmed by so many decisions 
•Ifrainst them, presented themselvee for trial before the peo]^, 
•nd imagined that they were discharged, and had undergone 
flufficieat punishment, because they had been reduced to the 
rank of private citixens two months sooner than ordinary : never 
coneidenng that this was only taking out of their hands the 
power of &ing farther mischief,' not inflicting punishment; their 
oeUeagoes, who were msnifostly dear of all share of the bkmci, 
being deprived of authority as weil m themselves. They igp- 
guested that the citisens ctf Rome would resume the siltee 
sentiments which they had felt when the disastrous event was 
recent, when th^ beheld the army (lying in consternation, 
coveted with wounds, and filled with dismay ; ponrinff into the 
gates, accusing not fortune, nor any of the gods, but these their 
comrades. They were confident that there was not a man 
|>resent in the assembly who did not, on that day, utter execra- 
tions and curses against the persons, the families, and fortunes 
of Lucius Vir^niiis and Marcus Sergius. And it would be the 
highest inconsistency if they did not now, when it was not only 
lawful but their duty, exert their own power against those on 
whom each of them had imprecated the vengeance of the gods. 
The gods themselves never laid their haikb on the guilty, it 
was enough if they armed the injured with power to take re- 
venge," 

13. Instigated by such discourse, the commons condemned 
the accused in a foie of ten thousand asses in weight ;* while 
Sergius in vain alleged that the miscarriage was to be imputed 
to fortune and the common chance of war : and Virginius inade 
earnest supplications that they would not render him more un- 
fortunate at home than he had been in the field. The current of 
popular resentment having been thus turned a^inst them, al- 
most obliterated die remembrance of the assumption of tribunes, 
and the fraudulent infractidn of the Trebonian law. The vic- 
torious tribunes, in order that the commons might reap an im- 
mediate advantage from their effort, published a proposal of an 
agrarian law, and forbade the tax to be paid, since pa^ was re- 
quired for such a number of troops, while the success of their 
arms in any of ihe^ars had been no more than sufficed to keep 

* 382. 60. lOd. I 

i 



HU urr. 

their h<^8 in saspeme. AtVen, the eamp which had been 
lost wa( recovered, and strengthened with forts and a garriaon. 
Here Marcus i£miliu8 and Caeso Fabios, military tiibanes, com- 
manded. Marcus Furius in the territory of the Faliscians, and 
Cneius Cornelias in that of the Capenatians, meeting with none 
of the enemy in the fieidi drove off the spoil and ravaged the 
country, bumine all the. houses and the iruits of the earth. The 
towns they neiuer assaulted nor besieged. But in the country 
of the yplscians, after thd lands had been wasted, Anzur was 
assaulted, though without success. Being seated on a loAy 
eminence, and force being found ineffectual, it was determined 
to surround it with a rampart and trench. Thia province of the 
Volsclans. had fallen to Valerius Potitus. While the business 
of the campaign was in this state, a sedition burst out at home, 
with more formidable violence than appeared in the operations 
against the enemy. And as the tribunes would not suffer the 
tax to be paid, and consequently no xemittances were made to 
the generals for the payment of the troops, and- as the soldiers 
clamorously demanded their due, there was the greatest danger 
that the contagion of sedition . might spread from the city, and 
the camp also be involved in the conffuion. Though the com- 
mons were so much incensed against the patricians, and tfaoujpfh 
the plebeian tribunes asserted that the time was now come ror 
establishing liberty, and transferring the supreme dignity from 
such as Sergius and Virginius to men of plebeian rank, men of 
fortitude and industry, yet they proceeded no farther in grati- 
fication of their passion than the election of one plebeian, Pub- 
lius IJcinius Calvus, [A. U. C. 355, B. C. 397] to the office 
of military tribune, with consular power, for the purpose of 
establishing their right by a precedent. The others elected were 
patricians, Publius M»nius, Lucius, Titinius, Publius M»lins, 
Lucins Furius Medullinus, and Lucius Publius Volscus. The 
commons themselves were surprised at having carried such an 
important j)oint, no less than the man himself who had been 
elected, a person who had no post of honour before, although a 
senator of long standing, and now far advanced in years. N'or 
does it sufficiently aj^pear why he was chosen in preference to 
others to taste the first sweets of this new dignity. Some are 
of opinion that he was appointed to so high a station by the In- 
fluence of his brother, Cneius Cornelius, who had been military 
tribune the preceding year, and bad given triple pay to the 
cavalrv. Others, that it was owing to a seasonable discourse 
made by himself, recommending harmony between the orders of 
the state, which was equally acceptable to the patricians and 
plebeians. The plebeian tribunes, filled with exultation by this 
victory in the election, remitted their opposition with respect to the 
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tax, which was the principal obstruction to the public business. 
It was then paid in without murmuring, and sent to the army. 

13. In the country of the Yolscians, Anxur was quietly 
retaken, through the neglect of the guards on a festivu day. 
This year was remarkable for a cold winter and great fall of 
anow, so that the roads were impassable, and the navigation of 
the Tiber shut xxp. There was no change in the price of pro- 
visions, considerable stores having been previously collected. 
As Publius Licinius had obtained his office without any riotous 
proceeding, to the great joy of the commons, and the no less 
mortification of the patricians, so the same regularity was pre* 
served through the whole course qf his administration. Hence 
ike people became enraptured with the thoughts of choosinff 
plebeians at the next election of military tribunes. [A. U. U. 
856, B. C. 396.] Of the patrician candidates, Marcus Veturius 
alone carried his electionv '^he centuries almost unanimously 
appointed the following plebeians military tribunes with consu- 
lar power : Marcus Pomponius, Caius Duillius, Volero Pub- 
lilius, Cneitis Genucius, and Lucius Atilius. The severe winter, 
whether from the ill temperature of the air, occasioned by the 
sudden transition from one extreme to the other, or from some 
other cause, was succeeded by a sickly summer, fatal to all 
kinds of animals ; and as neither the beginning nor end of the 
virulence of the disorder could be discovered, the SibylHne 
books were consulted, in pursuance of a decree of the senate 
The decemvirs, who had the direction of religious matters, then 
first introduced the lecti-stemium* in the city of Rome, and 
decking out three couches with the utmost magnificence which 
those times could afford, implored thus the favour of Apollo, 
Latona, and Diana ; and of Hercules, Mercury, and Neptune, 
for the space of ei^t days. The same solemn rites were per- 
formed by private persons. We are told that the doors were 
thrown open in every part of the city ; that every thing was 
expose^ m public tq be used in common ; that passenger^ 
whether known or unknown, were universally invited to lodg- 
ings ; and even that people at variance, refraining from ani- 
mosity and ill language, conversed together with complaisance 
and kindness. During those days, too, such as were in confine- 
• ment were set at Lberty ; and that aflerward people were 
deterred, by a religious scruple, from imprisoning those persons 

• From lecttts. a bed, or rather a couch, and aterno. to spread. On 
couches of this kind the Romans reclined at their meals, but especially 
at enterteinments. On thi» occasion, the couches were brought om 
into the streets, and being decorated.in the most magnificent manner, 
the statues of the gods and goddesses were laid thereon, and sump> 
tuous banquets placed before them. Of these repasts, all comers were 
allowed to partake. 
Liv. VOL. I.- 



to whom the gods had brought such dcJiTerance. MetnwhS* 
dangers multiptied at Veil, to which point the <^[>ention8 of three 
different wars were concentred : for the Capenatiane and Falie- 
csans coming up unexpectedly to the relief of the town, the 
troops were obliged, in the same mann^" as formerly, to make 
head against three different amies, on different sides, tfaroogfa 
the whole extent of their works. What contributed to their 
safety beyond every thing else, was the recollection of tho sen- 
tence paMed on Sergios and Virginius ; so that a reinforcement 
was qoicUy led rounl from the principal camp, where the delay 
had been made in the former case, ami these fell on the rear of 
ttie Capenatians, while their front was engaged against the ram- 
part of the Romans. The fi^ht no sooner began here, than it 
struck tenor into the Faliscians also, and a seasonable saOy, 
made from the camp while &ey were thus disordered, obliged 
them to torn their backs. The victors then, pursuing them in 
their retreat^ made vast slau^ter among them ; and m a riioit 
time after, a party, which hSi been emptoyed in ravaging the 
territory of Capena, accidentally meeting ^era as they Am in 
confusion, entirely cot off those who had survived the ^fight. 
Oreat numbers of the Veientians also, in their retreat to the 
eity, were slain bef<ne the gates ; for, dreading lest the Romans 
should force in alonff with them, they closed' tne gates, and shot 
out the hindmost m their own men. These were the trans- 
actions of that year. 

14. And now approached the election of militai^ tribunes, 
which seemed to engross a greater share of the attention of the 
patricians than even the business of the war ; for they saw that 
the soveiei^ power was not only sbved with the commons, bnt 
afanost entirety lost to ^emaelves. They therefore by concert 
engaged the most illustrious characters to stand candidates, 
such as they believed people would be ashamed to pass by ; tin 
others, nevertheless, put in practice every possible expedient, 
as if they had all been aioiing at the satne object, and endeav- 
oured to draw to their side not only men, but the gods, repre- 
senting the election held two years oefore, in a light offensive to 
reliffion ; that, ** in the former of those years, a winter came on 
with intolerable severity, such as bore every appearance of a 
prodioy sent from the ffods. In the following, no longer por- 
tents out events ensued ; a pestilence fell on both country and 
city, manifestly displaying the wrath of heaven .; whom, as was 
discovered in the boolcs of the fates, it was necessaiy to appease, 
in ordw to avert that plajgue. It appears to the immortals as 
an aflfront, that in an election held under their auspices, honours 
jAould be prostituted, and the distinctions of birth confounded.*^ 
The people being deeply struck, both by the high dignity of the 
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«yididatiM> «Sd also b/ a hi^ aBtsse of nligion, efan* al «!• 
Buiitaiy tribuoM with oontukr power fioia aiiHMig the piJbnenai^ 
the gieMtM part of them men who had been higMy dtA nguia hai, 
I17 public hoaoon : [A. U. C. 357, B. C. 99&.} Loekit Vale^ 
jnxu PoUtoa, « Hith time, liaMOB Vi^nittt MaxianM, Maicni 
Farina Caaa^Tis,a third time, Luciua Furhn MednilimaB, m iSM 
time, Quintua Serviliua Fidenas, a.aecond time, Qoinlua Sol* 
picina Cameflnoa, a aeeond ttoMk Paring their tribunata^ 
nothing Yexy me m or ab le wtis performed aA Veil : Ibe ibieea 
were wholly employed in waaliiw the oountl^ ; twocommand* 
era, of coaaanmiate abilittet^did nothing. more than «anyoff 
vaat quantitiea of i^il, Potituafxom Fafarii, and Caimfiwi from 
Cttnoa, leafing notfayng undeatioyed that oeoU be iajnrad 
oitaer by awoid ar fire. 

15. fai the meaijtime, manir piedigiea were mported to have 
ki^ipened, the greater part of which met with Kttle eiedit^ and 
wore ^enenlly diaiegarded ; parUyvbeeaiiae the aocooista reated 
on the teatimony of single peroona ; and partly becaufle, while 
tiieywere at war with the Etroriant, they cOnld not pioettiO 
anaqpioea to perform the ezpiatiOBa. One of tfaemy hewevem 
attracted universal attention; the lake in the Albaft lareat 
aweUedtoanimnaual height^ without any min or other cauae, 
•o that the fact could only be aceouiited for by a miiacle. Coitt' 
uuaaionem weio aent to^heorade at Delphi, to inqoiie what 
the goda portended by this piodicy ; but an intei:pffeter of the 
will of the atoe, was thrown in Seir wey Merer boHie : a eer^ 
tain aged Veientian, amidst the acelb thrown out by thoRomaft 
and Etrurian sclera, foMntheootposta and gusidfl, pranootioed^ 
in the maniier of one deUveriiig « pr^heeyy that ** the Bomamt 
would never be master of Veil onta the waters were disehai^ 
from the Alban lahe." This, at first, was diaregaided^ as thfowA 
out at random ; afterward it became the subject of oonvematioa ; 
ftt length, one of the Roman soldiers on guard, asked a towno* 
man on the nearest poat, aa from the long eoiUiDttanoe of the 
war, they had come into the practice of conversing with each 
other, who that petaen waa that threw out thaae aaibiguoat 
expressions cooeeming the Albaa lake ; and, on hearing that ho 
waa an aruspex, the man, whose mind was not' without a tine* 
ture of religion, pret^ing that he wished to consult him on the 
•zpiationof a private pwtent, enticed the praphet to a coa^ 
feienoe. When they had pwceedcd, firee fiom any apprehea* 
eions, being both without arms, to a considerable dutance from 
their partiea, the young Roman, having tho superiority m 
strength, seized the foeble old man, in the view of all, and, tt 
apiie of the bustle made by the Etrurtans^ carried him ojQT to hie 
own party. Being conducted to the general, he waa sent by 
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hun to Rom6 to ihe senate ; and, on their inqoinng the noean' 
ing of the information which he had given concerning the Alban 
lake, he answered, that ** certainfy^ the gods had been incensed 
i^nst the Veientian nation on that day when they prompted 
hun to disclose the decree of the fates, which doomed his native 
country to destruction. What, therefore, he had then delivered 
under the influence of divine inspiration, he could not now 
recall, so as to render it unsaid ; and peihaps the guilt of im- 
piety might be contracted in as h%h a degree by concealing 
what it was the will of the gods should be published, as by pub- 
li^ng what ought to be concealed. Thus, therefore, it was 
denounced in the books of the fate^, and the Etrurian doctrine, 
that vidionever the Alban water shoidd rise to an unusual height, 
if the Romans should then discharge it in a proper manner, 
victory would be granted them over the V^mentians ; but until 
that should be donej the gods would never abandon the yralls of 
Veii." He then gave directions with respecft to the proper method 
of draining it; but the senate, deemmg his authority of but 
iittie weight, and not to be entirely relied on in a case of such 
importance, determined to wait for the deputies; with the answer 
of the Pythian oracle. 

16. Before the commissioners returned from Delphi, [A. XT. 
C. 868, B. C.-394] or the method of expiating the Alban 
prodigy was discovered, the new military tribunes with consular ^ 

E3wer came into office. These were Lucius Julius luius; and - 
ucias Forius Medullinias, a fourth time, Lucius Sergius Fidenas, 
Aulus Fostumitts Regillensis, Publius Cornelius Maluginensis, 
and Aulus Maiilius. This year there started up a new enemy, 
the Tarquinians; who, seeing the Romans embroiled in so 
many wars at once, against the Volscians at Anxur, where the 
garrison was besieged ; at Lavici, against the .£quans, who 
were besieging the colony there ; and also against the Veien- 
iMtiB and the FaliBcian8,-and the Oapenatians, while their afi&irs 
within the walls were not less embarrassed by dissensions, 
thought this a favourable season to attack them with effect. 
They sent their li^ht-armed cohorts to make depredations on' 
the Roman territories, concluding that the people would either 
suffer that affront to pass unrevengsd, rather than bmden them- 
selves with an additional war, or, if they resented it/ would send 
out an arm^ neither numerous nor strohg. The Romans felt 
greater indignation at the afiront^han concern for the loss sus- 
tamed by the inroads of the Tarquinians. They therefore under- 
took the business without either much preparation or k>ng delay. 
Aulus Postumius and Lucius Julius having collected a body of . 
troops, not by a regular levy, for in that they were prevented by 
the tribunes of the commons, but mostly volunteers, whom by 



RooftaiM, dMpuriiig oC gueeew thfonflh hmaaiuL aii^ 
look fw sitfeeour towtnb die hUm mai ttw gods, wfaett 
ties intvod firon Betohi, WiniriBiP with than the d»> 
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, they bad i^iailed on tt» follow them, diraoted Iblfr 
Maich br cioso-ioadt through the territocy of Cmt%y and mim 
OR the TaiqiUBUM unawuee, aa they weie returmog JTMa their 
depredatioQa heavily kden wi^ booty : they alMr gieat muahets 
of their men, got poaaesaion of aU their baggage^ aad^ httviag 
retalben the spoila of their landa, retuned td %ao The apooo 
9£ two daya waa allowed to the owiiera to reclaim their pnyart]^ ; 
OB the third, what remained uaeiaimed, the greateaft iwrt tf 
which had belonged to (he enemy, waa aeld by anelion^ and the 
|ifoduee diatribttted among the aokUem. The iaaoe of the other 
Walla, partienUrly thii of Veii« a^ remained donbtfol. And 
now the Romai • • • - 
began to look 

the depotiea antved firom Bd^hi, 

ciaion of the onolo, which cocreapondej^with the anaweroC the 
emptkm prophet. *< Roman, bewoe leat the Alban water bo 
confined in the lake ; beware leat tfaon snflbr it to flow into thft 
eee in a atnam. ThM ahak form for it a P>*Mg« «^r «* 
fielda ; and, by diapening il in a midtitode or ehannela, coi»> 
•nme it. Then preaa thoa bdldly on the walla of the enoBBy ; 
aaanred, Uiat over the city which Uxra beaiegeat thnAigh ao 
many yeara^ conqaeat ia gnnted by these oiden of the fotea^ 
which are now diacloaed. The war concluded, do Ihon, poa^ 
aeaaed of tietory, bring jimple offeringa to my temples, and 
renewing the religioua litee of jttij comitry, the oboerration of 
winch has been n^|[lected, perform them in the nsual manner." 

17. The captive prophet, on tiiia, began to be held in teiy 
hi|^ eateem^ and the mihtary tribones, Comehua and Foatomi» 
thenceforward cononlted with him eoneeming the expiation of 
the AU>anpKodigy,adl thepnmer method of appeasing the goda. 
It waa eC length discovered what waa that neglect of ceremo* 
niea and omiaaion of oustemaxy ritea foe which they were blamed 
hy the goda. It waa, in fact, nothing else than thai the ma^ 
tntea, £cir eleelion being defeotite, had not, wiAi due rRgolanty, 
directed the Latina foetivai* and the anniirersary aolemnitiea on 
the Alban mount. The only, mode of expiation in thia caae waa 
that the nulitary tribunea abovld leaign the goremment, the 
auspices be taken anew, and an interregnum appointed. All 
which waa performed, purauant to a decre e of the am iatoi 

- ■■ ■■■Ml I ■ ■ ■ ri I 

• The Romans, UUnes, and fmie statM 6f ths Hemlclaiis aod Vol. 
■elans, met annually on the Alban mount to celebrate this lestivaLin 
eommemontloQ of the treaty made with Ihos^ states by Tarqnta tt» 
proud. U was attended by the deputiea of «>»2::f»^«> .■^^^'S? 
«nder the direction of the Roman eonsuL or other chief sMgiitraMi 
<tfbred joint ascrifiees to Jnniter, whom they termed fcal»»ia. In PJ^ 
ttenlar, ttiey offered a wWte bull, of which the deputies of saeh sMO 
rseeivsdapiece. 

LIT. VOL. I. — 9e,* 
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Hmto were three uiteneges in snccession : liaciiis V^eitiM, 
QointiiB Servilhis Fidenas, and Marcus Farius CaoiiAus. In 
fine meanthne, the city was a scene cf unceasing confusion and 
diflOffder, the plebeian tribtines refusing to let the elections pro- 
ceed, unless a previous -stipahition were agreed to, that the 
oreater number of the military tribunes should be chosen out of 
ne commons. During these transactions a general assembly of 
Etruria was held at the temple of Voltmnna, and the Capena- 
tians and Faliscians demanding that all the stotes of Etniiin 
fftumld unite in the design of raising the siege of Veii, the 
answer returned was, that "th^ had f>rmerly given a refosal 
of the same request to the Yeientians, because these ought not 
to spply for succour where, in a case of such consequence, they 
had not applied for advice. That at present, though tbey of 
themselves would not refuse it, yet the situation of their a&irs 
compolled them so to do ; especially as in that part of Etruxia, 
t^ Cfaols, a race of men wita whom they were uiacqnaint^ 
had lately become th^ir neighbours, and with whom they were 
not on a footing, either of secure peace, or of determined war. 
Nevertheless, in consideratioii of the blood, the name, and the 
pesent dangers of their Jdnsmen, they would go so ht, asthat, 
if any of tl^ir young men chose to go to war, they would not 
hinder them." The arrival <lf' these was announced at Rome, 
as of a fohnidable number of enemies ; and through the appre- 
hensions which this excited for the public safety, the'vidence of 
their intestine quarrels of course began to subside. 

18. Without causing any displeasure to the patricians, the 
uerogative tribe,* at the election, chose for inilitary tribune 
PubUtts Idcinius Galvus, although he had not declared himsdf 
a candidate ; this honour was done him, because m his former 
administration he had approved himself a man of moderation ; 
but he waa now in extreme old age. It was observed, that 
those who had been his colleges, in that year, were re-elected 
in order: Lucius Titinius, Publius Mamms, Publius Mdius, 
Cneius Genucius, and Lucius At^ius. Before these were pro- 
claimed to the tribes, who were to vote in the ordinary course, 
Publius Liciniua Galvus, with permission of the interrex, spoke 
to this effect : " I consider it, Romans, as an omen of conc<Nnd, 
a thing essentially requisite lo the state at the present juncture, 
that, trom the remembrance of our former administration, you 
are desirous of re-electmg the same colleagues, improved by 

* Tbe prerocatiTe tribs was that to which the lot fell lo Tote fine at 
the eleedoD of magistrates. Ancieotly, the ct-oluries were called to 
give their votes according to the order established among them by 8erw 
vhis Tulttus, first the kn%htaL then the centuries of the first chMs, 4ba. 
It was afterward determined by lot in whst order they should vols. 
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experiettee. As to me, yon no longer see me the same, bat the 
shadow and the name of Pablins Ucinias. The powors of mj 
body are decayed, my aenaes of eight and hearing are grown 
dnll, my memory falters, and the vigoar of my nuA is blunted. 
B^Id here a yoath," pursaed he, holding'his son, ** the repre- 
sentation and imago of him whon^ yoo formerly made a milHaiy 
tribune, the first plebeian that was ever so honoured. Him, 
formed under my own diseipline, I present and dedicate to the 
commonwealth^as a substitute in my stead. And I beseech you, 
Romans, thatthe honour which, of your own motion, you offered 
to me, you will vouchsafe to grant to lus petition, and to my 
prayers, which I add in his behalf." This request of the father 
was complied with, and his son, Publius Licinius was declared 
military tribune with conaular power, toffether with those whom 
we mentioned before. [A. U. O. 359, Be G. 393.] The mili- 
tary tribunes, Titinius and Gennciua, marched against theJPa- 
iiscians and Capenatians, and acting with more courage than 
conduct, fell into an ambush. Genucius atoned for hia rashness 
by an honourable death, falling among the foremost, and in the 
front of the standards. Titinius, a&r rallying his men, who 
had been thrown into the utmost confusion, and leading them to 
a rising ground, formed them again, in order of battle ; but did 
not venture to come down And meet the enemy. The disgrace 
was^eater than the loas, and had like to have proved the cause 
tit grievous misfortunes, so great was the alarm which it excited, 
not only at Rome, where it was highly exaggerated by report, 
but also in the camp before Vcii. Here the soldiers were, with 
difficulty restrained from flight, on a rumour having spread that 
the generals and the army had been cut to. pieces ; and that the 
Capenatians and Faliscians, flushed with victory, and all the 
youth of Etruria were at no great distance from their posts. 
Accounts still more dreadful had gained credit at Rome : that the 
camp at Yeii was already attacked, and that part of the enemy 
were already on their march to the city, prepared for an assault. 
The men ran in crowds to the walls, and the matrons, called out 
irom their houses by the public distractionf offered supplications 
ibr protection in all the temples, beseeching the gods to repel 
destruction from the Roman walls, from the houses of the city, 
and the temples, and to turn back such terrors on Veii, if the 
sacied rites had been renewed, and the prodigies' expiated in due 



19. The games and the Latino festival had now been per- 
formed anew, the water from the Alban'lake* discharged on the 

• The remains of the sewer, a stupendous work, bv which the water 
was dMcharged, still subsist, at the bottom of the hill on which stands 
C3astel Oandolpho^ the elegant country retirement of the pope. 
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fidds, tnd Ui» &te8 demtnded tk« ruin of Veil. Aecot^nAf* « 
general, ael«cled both for the destruction of that city, and th« 
preservation of hia native couotryt Marcus Foriua CaDu]l«i% 
was nominated dictator, and. he appointed Publitts Comeliiii 
Scipio his master of the horse. The chance of the eemmander 
at once produced a change in every patticuTar : even the foctane 
of the city seemed to have assumed a new face ; so that men 
felt themselves inspired with diffazent hopes and diHiNeut wfixksu 
Bt first of all put in force the rulee of niliuty dtseipiiiM 
•gainst such as had fled from Vcii, on the aUrm eadted toer^ 
and took efieetoal cera that the enemy should not be the priiiai«> 
pal object of the soUisBS'' fears. Jheo faavi^gi by pmdamatioi^ 

ranted a certain dai^ ImT holding a lev^ of t»Mpe^ he made, ha 
meantime, a hasty excanioB in person to Yeii im oidet to 
strengthen the eourage of the soldiers. From thenee he recum^ 
ed to Rome to enlisl the new aimy, and not a man declhied tlM 
service. Young men came even &om foreign states, Latinet 
and Hemicians, ofhring their service in the war : to whom thm 
dictsiter returned thanks i^ the senate. And now, having com* 
pleted all necessary preparations for the campaign, he vowed, ia 
peranance of a decree of the aenatS) that he would,- on. the cwg^ 
ture of Yeii, celebrate the great games ; and wouU repair and 
dedicate the temple of Mother Matuta^ which had been hmneily 
eonsectated b^ ^Ctng Serviiis Tullius. Marching out of the citj 
at the head of his army, while people's anxiety was atronger tiiaii 
their hopes, he came to the first engisement with the Fausciana 
and Capenatians, in the district of Nepdte, on which occaakm 
every particular was condueted with coosomato prudence and 
akill : success of course ensued. He not only routed the eoevay 
m battle, but took possession of their camp, and seised a vaat 
qUantityof spoil, the greatest part of which waf pot into the 
hands of the questor, and no great share distributed to the 
soldiers. From thence the troops were led to Yeii, when addi* 
tional forta were erected at smaller distances from each other, 
and by an edict, forbidding any to fi^ht without orders, the 
soldiers were taken off from skirmishinff, which had hitherto 
been frequently practised between the walls and the rampart of 
the camn, and their labour applied to the works. Of these, th# 
greatest by far and most labonoue was a mine, which they under- 
took to carry into the citadel of the enemy. In order thit thsn 
should be no interruption in this, and at the same time that dMi 
same set of persons should not, by unintermitted labour under 
ground, be spent with ^tigue, he formed the whole number aT 

S'oneers into six divisions, and six hours were allotted for each 
vision to work in rotation ; nor did they stop either by night or 
day, untU they formeda passage mto the citadel. 
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80. When the dictator now saw conquest within his reach, 
and that he was on the point of getting possession of a city of 
the greatest opalence, thie spoil of whidi woold exceed in quan- 
tity whatever had been obtamed in all former wars takoQ togeth- 
er, fearing lest ht might incur eitheir the resentment of the 
soldiers, as being too sparing in his distribution of it, or the 
displeasure of the senators, as being profusely lavishj he de- 
spatched a letter to the senate, that ** through the favour of the 
immortal gods, his own conduct, and the persevering courage of 
the troops, ¥eii would immediately be in the power of the Ro- 
man people, and requested their directions with regard to the 
spoil.*.' Two ofunions divided the senate; one was thatbf the 
eider Publius Licinius, who being first called on by his son, as 
we are told, proposed a resolution, that public notice should be 
given, to the people by proclamation, that whosoever chose to 
share in the spoU should retire to the camp before Veii. The 
other, that of Apptus Claudius, who censured such profusion as 
nnpiecedented, extravagant, and partial ; and which would also 
be productive of ill consequences, if people should once con- 
ceive an opinion that it would be cnminal to deposite in the 
tzeasury^ when exhausted by wars, the money taken from the 
enemy. He ^erefore reconnnended it to them to make that a 
fund for the payment of the soldiers* wages, to the end that the 
commons might be eased of part of the tax : for ♦' eveij man's 
family," he said, " would feel its share of such a bounty in equal 
proportion, and the hands of the idle city rabble, ever greedy of 
rapme, would not then snatch away the pi;izes doe to men who 
hiid shown their bravery in war : it being generally the case that 
the man who is most ready, on every occasion, to undertake the 
largest share of toil and danger, is the least active in plunder- 
ing." Licinius, on the other hand, aii^ed, that in that case, 
the money would be an eternal Cause of jealousy and ill-humour, 
would afford grounds for invidious representations to the com- 
mons, and, in consequence, for seditions, and the enacting of 
new laws. " It was, therefore more to be desired," he said, 
** that the affection of the commons might be conciliated by a 
bounty of that kind ; that this resource should be afforded them 
after they had been exhausted and entirely drained, by the pay- 
ment of the tex for so many years ; and that they should enjoy 
the fruits arising from a war, in which they had employed, one 
might say, the better part of their lives : that what a man took 
with his own hand from the enemy, and brought home with him, 
would afford him more satisfaction and delight than a share 
many times larger conferred on him by another : that the dicta* 
tor himself was aware of the odium and the disagreeable reflec- 
, tions to which this business might subject him, and had for that 
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•BM9D tnniafeyred tlM detemiimtiftn of it from Mttisdf to the 
•eoftt^ : fend that tfa» senate ought, on tbeir pvirt, since the b^irt- 
MM had iMWi thoa thrown on them, to famd it over to tiie 
commoQs^ and let ereiy man eiijt^ what the chatico of war 
ahoiild giro him." This plan was deeiacd the safer, as it prom- 
ioed to pracnra popidarity to tba Bonate. Aeeofdkigljr pvoela- 
matlon was made tfasft all such aa choae might go to the eampof 
die dictator to shave in the phiiider of VeA. The vast ttHdli- 
tude who went entirol j filled the camp. 

21. Then the dictator, after taking the auspices, came fovUk* 
and having pfovioaBly ofdnred the Mldters to take anne, spoke 
thus: "O I^hian Qpollo, underthj guidance, and inspired h^ 
thy dsvinitjr» I am now procee di ng to destroy the city of Yefi, 
and I devoto lo thee the tenth part of Hie spoil theteoT. Thee 
also, imperial Joso, who now dwieHoat in Veii, I beseech, that 
when we shsU have ohtained the victory, thou wift accompany 
ns into oar city> soon to be thine own, whei<e a temple shall re- 
ceive thee, worthy of thy majesty," Aitor these prayers, haviii{f 
more than a suflldeot number of men, he assaulted the city en 
every quarter, in -ovder to prevenit their peroeiting the danger 
which thraalened ftom the mhie. The Veientians, ignwuit 
that they had been aheady doomed to ruin by timir own propheto, 
and likewise fay ibraign oracles ; that the goda had beea already 
invited to a shire in their sfioil; thot some of them liaiening to 
the vows by which they had'been sdhefted to ibrsake their city, 
began to look towards the temples of the enemy, and new 
habitations^ and that this was the hist day oi their oxistence; 
fearing nothing leas than their walls being already underrained, 
and the citadel filled with enemies, rta briskly in ^hns lo the 
ramparts, wonderiitf what could be the reason, that wlien fbr ao 
many days not one Koman bad stirrod from his post, they should 
now run up to the waUs without apprehension, as if struck with 
a fit of madness. A khulous account has been given of an in- 
cident happemi^ at tins juncture ; it is^ that while the king of 
the Veientians was efftfring sacr^co, the words of the amspox 
were heard in the mroe, denouncing that whoever should cut up 
the entrails of that victim, should obtain the victory, and that this 
incited the Roman soldiers to burst open the mine, eeize the 
entrails, and cany them to the dictator. But in matters of such 
remote antiquity, I think it enough, if relations which cany a 
resemblance of truth, be received aa troe ; atoiies of this kind, 
better calculated for the extravagant exhibitions of the stage, 
which delij^ts in the marvelloos, than for gainmg belief, it is 
needless either to affirm or refute. The mine at thia time, fall of 
chosen men, suddenly dischaiged its armed banda in the temple 
of Juno, which stood in the citadel of Veii, some of whom 
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ittaeked tfie rear of the enemy on the waHs, some tOTe down 
the bars of the gates, some set fire to the houses, from the roofs 
of which stones and tiles were thrown by females and slavea. 
Every place was filled with confnsed clamour, composed of the 
terrifying shouts of the assaihots, and the cries of the affrighted, 
joined to the lamentations of the women and children. Those 
who defended the works were in an instant beaten off, and the 
gates forced open, where some entering in bodies, others sea- 
Img the deserted i^lls, the town was filled with the enemy, and 
a fight commenced in every quarter. After great* slaughter, the 
ardour of the combatants began to abate, and the dictator, pro- 
claiming orders by the heralds, that no injury should be done to 
the unarmed, put an end to the effusion of blood. The towns- 
men then beg^n to lay.down their arms and surrender, and the 
soldiers, with permission of the dictator, dispersed in search of 
booty. When the spoil was collected before his eyes, far ex- 
ceeding both in quantity and in the vahie of the effects, all his 
calculations and hopes, the dictator is said to have raised his 
hands towards heaven, and prayed, that " if ai^ gods or men 
looked on his success and that of the Roman people as ex- 
cessive, such jealousy might be appeased by some calamity 
pecniiar to himself alone, rather than by the slightest detriment 
to the Roman people." It is recorded that,, as he turned him- 
self about, during this address to the gods, he stuntbled and fell ; 
and this was considered afterward, by sucn as judged of the 
matter by the events which followed, to he an omen portending 
Camillus^s own condemnation, and the disaster of the city of 
Rome being; taken> which happened a few years after. The 
subduing ofthe enemy, and the pkmdering of tlus very opulent 
city, employed that whole day. 

22. Next day, this dictator sold the inhabitants of free con- 
dition by auction: the ihoney arising from. this sale was all that 
was applied to the use of the public, and even that was resented 
by the commons. As to what spoil they brought home, they did 
not think themselves under any obligation, in applying it either 
to the general who, with design to procure their countenance 
to his own parsimony, had referred to the senate a business 
which properly belonged to his own iurisdiction, or to. the senate ; 
but to the Licinian Amily, of which the sou had laid the affair 
before the senate, and the father first proposed the popular re- 
sohition. Whea the wealth belonging to the inhabitants' had 
been carried away firom Veil, they then began to remove the 
treasures of the gods, and the gods themselves, but with the 
demeanour of worshippers rather than of ravishers; for eert%iik 
young men, selected out of the army, to whom was assigned the 
charge of conveying imperial Juno to Rome, after thoroughly 
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washing their bodies, and clothing themselves in white gannenta, 
entered her temple with tokens of adoration, and approaching, 
laid hands on her with religious awe, because, according to the 
Etrurian rules, no person but a priest of a particular family 
had been usually allowed to touch that statuie. AfterwanJ^ 
one of &em, either prompted by divine inspiration, or in a fit of 
youthful jocularity, saying, " Juno, art thou willing to go to 
Komel" the rest cried out at once that the goddess had 
assented. To this fable an addition was made, mat she was 
heard to nttcr the words, "lam willing." However, we are 
informed that she was raised from the place whereon she stood 
by machines, with slight efforts, and was found lii^ht and easy 
to be removed, as if she accompanied them with her own con- 
sent ; that she was brought safe to the Aventine, her eternal 
seat, to which the vows of the Roman dictator had invited her, 
where the same Camillus, who had vowed it afterward dedi- 
cated her temple. Thus fell Veii, the most powerful city of the 
Etrurian nation, even in its final overthrow demonstrating its 
greatness ; for, after having withstood a siege during ten sum- 
mers and winters, without intermission, after inflicting on its 
enemy losses considerably greater than itself had felt ; even 
now, even when fate at last urged its doom, yet still it was Tan- 
quished not by force, but b)r the art of engineers. 

23. When the news arrived at Rome that Veii was taken, 
notwithstanding that, the prodigies had been expiated, that the 
answers of the prophets and the responses of the Pythian ora- 
cles were known to all, and that they nad used the most cfiectual 
means which buman wisdom could suggest, for insuring suc- 
cess, in giving the command to Marcus Furius/ the greatest 
general of the ag^ ; yet, as they had for so many years experi- 
enced such a -variety of fortune in that war, and had susuincd 
so many losses, their joy was as unbounded as if they had en- 
tertained no hopes of that event : and before the senate passed 
any decree to the purpose, every temple was filled with the Ro- 
man matrons, returning thanks to the gods. The senate oidered 
supplications for the space of four days, a longer term than had 
ever been appointed in the case of any former war. The dic- 
tator also on his arrival was more numerously attended than any 
peneral had ever been before ; all ranks pouring out to meet 
him, while the honours conferred on him in his tnump^ far snc- 
passed the compliments usually paid on such occasions. He 
himself was the most conspicuous object of all, riding throng 
the city, in a chariot drawn by white horses, was deemed unbe- 
coming, not to say a member of the commonwealth, but a human 
beinff ; people deeming it an affront to religion that the dictator 
shbuld emulate the Equipage of Jupiter and Apollo ; and on &&• 



RIITORT or SMOE.— BOOK T. 8i7 

touiit ebiefly of that single circntiBetance bis triumph was mors 
splendid than pleamng. He then contcacted for the boilding of 
e temple to iitiperial Juno on the Aventine, and dcdieated that 
of Mother Matuta : after perfbrming these services to the gods^ 
hnd to mankind, he laid down his mce of dictator. Tlie otieiv 
mg to be made Co Apollo eame then under consideration, and 
Camillus declaring that he had voived the tenth part of the spoil 
to that use, and the pontiffs having, given their oponimi that the 
people ought to dischsj^e that vow, h was fooiid difficult to 
strike out a pit>ptor mode of ^obliging them to refund the spoil, in 
order that tho due proporticm liiight be set apart ibr that religioo» 
JKirpose. At length, iiecoarse waa bad to a- raeffaod whiah secamed 
least tnrablesofBe, that every man who wished to acquit himself 
and his fiunily of the obhgatiott of the vow, making his own 
oatimate of bis share of ^e spoil, should pay into the treas- 
ury the tenth part of the valte^ in order that a golden offering 
might be made, worthy of the grandeur of the temple, the 
divinity of the god, and the dignity of the Homan people : this 
contribution also helped to alienate the a&ciion of -thr commons 
' from Cannllus. During Uiese trensaGtione, ambassadors had 
come from the VolsciaDs and JSqoans to sue for peace, and 
peace was ffruited them ratlhef oat of a desire that the state, 
wearied with so tedioHM n war, Aught enjoy sonse repose, than in 
consideration of the desert Of the persons petitioning. 

24. The y^ar [A. U. C. 860, B. C. 398] which foHowed tho 
taking of Yeii, had six militaiy tribtinea, with consular power ; 
the two Publii Comelti, Gossus^ and Scipio, Marcus Yaleriiis 
Maxhnus, a second time, Csso Fahius An^stus, a third time, 
Lucius Furins Meduliinus, a fifth tiree,.«nd Quintus Servilhis, a 
Uiird time. The war with the Faliscians fell by lot to the Cor- - 
nelii; that with the Capenatians to Valerius and Servilius. 
These latter made no attempt on the towns, either by assautt or 
siege, but spread devastation over, the lands, and carried off as 
spoil every thing found in the eoxintry ; not a ihiit*tree, nor ^ 
any useful vegetable was left in the whole territory. These ' 
losses reduced the people of Capena to siibmission, and 
on their suing for peace, it was granted. The. war with 
the Faliscians still continued. Meanwhile, seditions multi- 
plied at Rome, and in order to assuage their violence, it was 
resolved . that a colony should be sent to the ooimtiy of the 
Yolscians, for which three thousand Roman citizens should be 
enrolled, and the triumvirs, appointed to conduct it, distributed 
thre6 acres and seven twelfths to each man. This donation 
was looked on with scorn, because they considered the offer as 
intended to pacify them, on the disappointment of higher ex- 
pectations : for ** why," said they, *' soonld the commons bp 
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•ent into exile among the Vobcians, when the beantifal city of 
Veil lay within view, and the territory belonging to it being more 
fertile and more extensive than the territory of Rome 1** Thia 
city, too, they extolled as preferable even tu that of Rome, both 
in point of situation, and the magnificence of its edifices and 
enclosures, both pablic and private. Nay. ihey went so far as 
to propose the scheme which, afVer the taking of Rome by the 
Gauls, was more generally adopted, of removing to Veil. But 
their plan now was, that half of the commons and half of the 
senate should fix their habitations at Yen ; and thus two citie«» 
composing one commonwealth, might be inhabited by the Roman 
people. The nobles opposed t^ese measures with 6Uch wannth« 
as to declsre, thai they would sooner die Jii the sight of rh« 
Roman people, than that anjf of those matters should be put le 
the vote : for, *' when one city at prescur supplied such abnu- 
dance of dissensions, what would be the case. with, two ^ >Was 
it possible that any one could prefer a vanquished to a victonous 
city, and suffer Veii, after being captured, to cnj«iy a greater 
degree of prosperity than ever itnad known in its must flourish* 
ing days! In short, they might be forsakeu in then- native 
country by their fellow-citizens, but no force ought ever tu cona* 
pel them to forsake that country and those citixens. and to (olUnf 
Titus Sicinius (for he was the plebeian tribune who had brougtit 
forward the proposition) as a founder to Veu, abandoning llio 
divine Romulus, the son of a god, the parent and founder of the 
city of Rome." These disputes preceded to a shameful height ; 
for the patricians had drawn over one half of the plebeian 
tribunes to their sentiments; so that no other circumstance 
obliged the commons to refirain from outrage, but that after a 
clamour had been set up as the prelude to riot, the priiici{)al 
members of the senate, throwing themselves foremost in the 
way of the crowd* desired that they mi^ht be the persons 
attacked, struck, or put to death. On this, the populace not 
only abstamed from offering violence to their age, their dignity, 
and honourable characters, but in respect for iheir opinions, 
restrained their rage even from any such attempts on others. 

25. Camillus, nn every occasion, and in every place, publicly 
asserted that " there was nothing surprising in all these conv- 
motions ; that the state was actually gone mad ; for though ft 
was enm^ed by a vo% yet it bestowed more concern on every 
other kind of business than on acquitting itself of the obligation-. 
He would say nothing of the contribution of an alms in reality, 
rather than of a tenth. However, as each man had bound him* 
self in his private capacity, the public was set free. But his 
conscience would not suffer him to be silent on another head — 
that the tenth of that part only of the spoil was set apart, which 
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consisted of moTeabl^ eflfectB, and no mention was made of the 
city, or of the lands, which, as well as the rest, were compre- 
hended in the tow.** The senate, finding it diffiealt to come to 
a determination on this point, referred it to the pontiflb, in con- 
junction with Camillas ;. and that body gaye their opinion, tUt 
whatsoever had bie«n the property of the Yeientians before the 
uttering of the vow, and after the tow was made, came into the 
power of the Rom%n people ; of that the tenth part was sacred 
to Apollo. Thos the city and the land were^hrooght into the 
estimate. The money was issued from the treasury, and the 
consular military tribunes were commissioned to lay it out in the 
puichase of gold. A sufficient quantity of this metaJ could not 
be procured ; on which the matrons, after holding some meet- 
ings to deliberate on the subject, with unanimous consent, en* 
gi^ed to scipply the military tribunes with gold, and actually 
carried all their ornaments into the treasury. Nothing ever 
happened which gave gi^eat^ pleasure to the senate, and it is 
said that, in retnm for this generosity, these women were hon- 
oured with the ^vilege of using covered chariots when going 
to public worship or games, and open chaises on any day, 
whether festival or common. The gold bein^ received from 
each by weisht, and a milaation being made, m order that the 
price might be repaid, it was resolved that a golden bowl should 
be made tiiereof, to be canned to Delphi as an offering to Apollo. 
No sooner were men's minds disengaged from religious con- 
cerns than tho pkebeian tribunes renewed their seditious prac- 
tices, stimulating the reeentment of the populace against alt the 
nobility, but especially agaiitet Camillus; alleging that, "by 
his confiscations and consecrations he had reduced the spoils of 
Veii to nothing ;" daringly abusing the nobles in their absence ; 
yet, on their appearing, as they sometimes threw themselves in 
the way of their fuiy, showing them some respect. When they 
perceived that the business would be protracted beyond the 
presenc year, they re-elected for the year following such tribunes 
of the commons as had promoted the passing of the law, and the 
patricians ezertea themselves to effect the same with regard to 
such of them as had protested against it. By these means the 
same persona mostly were.re-elected plebeian tribunes. 

26. At the election of military tribunes, [A. U. C. 361, B. 
G. 391] the patricians, by straining their interest to the utmost, 
prevailed to have Marcus Furius Camillus chosen. They pre- 
tended that, on account of the wars in which they were en- 
gaged, they wished to have him as a commander : but, in fact, 
mey wanted him as an antagonist to the tribunes, to check their 
corrupt profusion. Together with Camillus were elected mili- 
twy tribimes' with consuar power, Lucius Finitis Medullinus, a 
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«stb Urns, Caias ^inilraft, Laoias VU«h» FopKcola, Smiriim 
Postomiag, and PohUut ConieMiis a second time. In the be* 
giiuiiii|r of the year, the 'plebeian tribunes declined fxroeeedilig 
on the buaioess, until Marcus Farias CamiUus should set oat 
against the FalisciaDS ; for he had been appointed to the com- 
mand in that wav. In conseqnence of this delay, the ardour of 
the porsait was cooled, and CamiUoe, whom they had ehiefly 
dreaded as an opponent, foond an increase of glory in the eomi- 
tiy of the FaUscians : for the enemy at first confining theoMel ves 
within their walls, which appeared to be the safest plan, he, by 
rayagiB^ the coontiy and iNinumg the hoaaes, comp^d than to 
eoine forth fimn the city. But atiH their feaia prevented them 
from advancing to any considerable lencdu At the diatance of 
aboat a mile from me town they pitaSed their campi for the 
security of which they confided entntely in the difficulty of die 
approachea, all the reada on eveiy aide being rtfngh and craggy^ 
in some parte naniQW, in otfaenr stsep : bat Camilkie, foHewing 
the directiona of a pnaoner taken in the eoaotiy, who acted aa 
his guide, decamped in the latter end of the night, and, at break 
of day, shewed himself on cnHuid much higher thanthaim. Hit 
Eomansvrere formed into three divisiona, each ofwhieh, iiL ten^ 
worked on the fortificatioas of the camp, vMb thoi rest ef the 
troops #ood in readmeos for bottle, the en^my than making 
an attempt to inteirept hia worka, \» attacked and^pnt tham to 
flight ; and with each eonstematioiiiwere iherFeiiaeiaDa atrook, 
that in their haste diev paasad by UMitojiiO ««npv. which lay in 
their way, aod pushed focward to the qity. Great mimben weie 
slain and wounded before they raaobed t|ie gelea^ thvoogb which 
they rushed in great co&fosion and dismay. Their camp wae 
taken, and the spoil ^ven v^ by Camilkia to the queetors, to 
the great dissatiafiictioii of the soldiers : but socK was the 
influence of hia strictness in diseipUqe, that the same ptoptiol^ 
of conduct which excited tbeix reaentment, raised also thnic 
admiration. The town was then invested^. And the^ approachoe 
carried on, while sometimes oocaaiooal attacks w«ve made hft 
the townsmen on the Roman posts, aod tciii^g akirmiahes e»* 
aued. Thus tioae was ^nt without eithec pafty gaining e proa* 
pect of success, aod as the- besifiged were m9V» p£N«tifimgr 
supplied than the besiegers, with com apd all Qther neoessi^ea, 
from magazines which they bad formed agwae time befons tb» 
aflair, to judge from appearances, would have been as teborioiw 
and tedious aa at Veii, had not fortune, together with an ioatoneei 
of meritorious conduct, which, in respect of ipilitarr mattera, he 
had already sufficiently displayed* procured VP the Roman cosir 
mander a speedy victory. 
27. It waa Ims custom ainoi^ the Faliaciana to eauc4oy (kir 
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•ame person ta mftMer and private tntor to their chiUhren \ and, 
as it continues to be the practice to this daj in Greece, several 
were intrusted at the same time to the care of one man. The 
teacher, who appeared to have the greater share of knowledge, 
had of course the instruction of the children of the first rs^. 
The person sopposed to possess this knowledge, now sd 
intrasted, having made it a custom in time of peace to carry the 
boys out of the city for the sake of exercise and play» and hav<* 
tng never discontinued the practice since the war began, drew 
them away from 4he gate, sometimes in shorter, sometimes 
in longer excnrsions. At length, he found an opportunity of 
straying farther than usual ; and, by introducing a variety of 
plajTS and convevsationSj he led them on between the advanced 
gnaxds of the enemy, and then through the Roman camp, into 
the tent of Camillus ; and there, to &is atrocious act, added a 

rch still more atrocious : that ** he had dehvered Fslerii into 
hands of the Romans, by putting into their power those 
boys whose jparents were there at the head of affiiirs." On 
hearing which CamiUus told him : " Neither the people, nor the 
commander to whom- thou hast come, thou wretch, with thy 
villanoos offer, is like unto thyself. - Between us and the Falis< 
eians there subsists not, it is true, that kind of society vrhkh h 
formed by human compact, but that which nature has iin|MaTfted 
m both, does, and eva^ will Subsist. War has its laws as well 
as peace ; and we have learned in waging it to be as observant 
of those laws as we are brave. We cariy arms, not against 
persons of such age as these, who, eveil in the stonning of 
towns, axB exempted from injury, but against men who have 
anns in their hands as well as ourselves, wad who, without being 
either injured or provoked by us, made an attack on a Roman 
camp at Veii. Those thoa hast conquered, as far as in thee lay, 
by an act of unexampled villanv. 1 shall conquer them as I 
eonquered Veii, by Roman, methods, by valdur, by labour, and 
by arma." Then ordering him to be stripped naked, and his 
hands to be tied behind his back, he delivered him to the boys 
to be conducted back to Falerii, and gave thetet rods with which 
they should scourge the traitor, and drive him into the city.^ 
Such a q>ectacie &st attracting a concourse of people, and the 
senate being afterward summoned by the magistrates on the 
•ztraoidinary case, so great an alteration was hereby effected in 
their sentiments, that they, who a short time before were so 
outrageous in their hatred and anger, as almost to have chosen 
the catastrophe of the Veientians jather than the truce obtained 
by the Capenatians: these same persons now, through everV 
WBk in the atate, universally called out for peace. The faith 
•f the Romsos, and Ihe justice of their general, were extolled 
uv. VOL. I.— 8r» 
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bsr •▼en sftovlh ia the fonm and in tbc Mwt»-^Qae ; and, m 
COi^pUwice with the umTorMl dwiire, ambaMftdom went to tka 
camp to CamiUua, and from thence, with jpermiaaion of CamiUns. 
to RcMDie, to niake a aonendec of Falciit. On being introduced 
to the aenate, they are aaid.to hitve apeken in tma maniier: 
<* Conscript fathers! overcome bjr you and your ganoral, hj% 
victoiy of such a kind, ae neither God noc man caAvjew widb 
displeasure* we sunender oumeheft into ]|oi« haftds^ and in an 
oxpectation which redounds in the higheaV dagnM to thft honooz 
of the conqueror^ that we aball Uve more hapiuiy wader your 
government than under oor own laws. In th« iairao of this wac^ 
tiwo salutary examples have been held out to niMikind. Yoa 
haye inefeiied good faith in war to present victoiy^ We, cha^ 
leng ed to emulation in the ohsenfance oC fiuU^have va^nntarijj 
IHPeMnted you with conqueet. We aie y#uc aabjeata: aeaA 
persona to receive our anna, hoelages, and ouroity, whoae ptim 
they will find open. You vnU never have reason, to coafiUm of 
our fidelity,, or we of your goveronwnU" CaniUiHi ncemd 
the thanka both of the enemy and. of hit eountiymeiu Tha 
f alisciaoa were ordefed to furnish thai yMuf • pay kit Ibe eel:* 
diers, thsjt the Rinnaa people nushtei^ a napite ftom the^tax. 
M 'aocw as peace waa aficeded- tc^ tbft tsonpa wiece brooghl 
home to Rpme. 

38. Gamillua netozning hosM, crowned vi^ honmra of fai 
greater value than when whttet horaea had dfftw* him in tsiumpk 
Sirough the city, being diatioguiahed by a. coaqueal; ae^uirad 
through the means of • iuatice and good iaith, tho senato did ntl 
conceal their sense of the respectful atkolioii due to hia eonceniB, 
but hastened the measucee lor. tequitting him of hia iNvib 
]!iuciu8 Valerius, Lucius Seigios,. and Aulna Mwnliua,. were aenl 
amhaasadora, with one afaip of was,, to cancy the goUban bowl ttt 
Delphi, aa an offering to Apollo. Theae, fi^lingin «ath aome 
laparenaian pirates, not far Irom the SiciUan atrail, woce talun 
and carried to Lipare. It was the custom of the state to uibIm 
a general division of all booty aa<p}iied» aa il pincy were thft 
public act of the government. Ik. happenfld thk the dffioe of 
chief magistrate waa filled by ona Timaaitheua,.a maa moea lihs 
the Romana than his owm eountKy bmb» who^ being tttodhed himsetf 
with naverence for the charaotecof aabaaaadnm,. for the olfiwn 
iug, for the god to whom it was sent, and the caiaae for whida 
it waa presented, impressod tho muUitude likewiae, whetalmoifc 
m all caaea sasemMjs their rule^ wilh pvopfc aentiflutttft o£ 
leligiou on the oocaaion ; and* aftcvt enteitainin^ the amhasti>< 
does at tho public eq^ense, convoyed them wiih. aome of hia 
ewtt ships to Mphi, and firott thence coadmsted them in safety^ 
l»&Mne. BydAfizeeo£theaeaale»ale8guaof faaapitaiifyviwi 
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Ibimed wi(h bi]n,.UDid pretents wen made him by oider of the 
state. During thia year the war with the iB<}uans waa attended 
with advantagea pretty equal on both aidoa ; ao that it waa a 
matter of doubt, both at Rome and eren among the trocoa 
themaelvea, whether they were victorioua or vanquiahed. Toua 
Roman commanders were Caiua .£miliaa and Spuhua Poatu- 
miua, two of the military tribunes. At first, they acted in con- 
junction, but after haying defeated the enemy in the field, they 
came to a determination that ^milins, with a aufficient iforce, 
riiould keep possession of Yerrugo, and that Poatumius should 
lay waste the country. In performance of this, the latter, since 
w late auccess, thinking less caution reqmsite, and marching m 
an unguarded manner, was attacked by the JQquans, who threw 
his troops into confusion, and drove them to the next hills. The 
panic spread from thence even to Yerrugo, to the other part of 
the enemy posted there. Postumius having withdrawn his men 
to a place of safety, called them to an aasembly, where he 
upbraided them with their fright, and with bavins fled from the 
field, being routed by an enemy heretofore remawable for cow* 
ardice and running away. On which the whole army cried out 
together, that they deserved to hear such re^woachea, and that 
they acknowledged the shamefulness of their behaviour ; but that 
tiiey were at the same time determined to nuke amends for it and 
that the conqueror*8 joy on the occaaion should be but of short 
duration. They requested earnestly that he would lead them thence 
directly to the camp of the enemy, which lay in the plain within 
their view, offering to submit to any punishment if they did not 
take it before night. After commending their resolution, he order- 
ed them to refresh themselves, and to be in readiness at the fourth 
"watch : the enemy, on the other side, with desisn to prevent the 
B^mans from flying from the hill by night, tnrougn the road 
which led to Yerrugo, were there prepared to receive them, and 
the battle began at the first hour. However, the moon was up 
through the whole night, so that the fight was managed with a3 
little confusion as it could have been by day. But the shout 
reaching Yerrugo, where it was imagined that the Roman camp 
had been attacked, the trOops were seized with such terror, thaib' 
in spite of the entreaties of i^hnilius, aiid all his endeavours to 
detain them, they fled to Tusculum in the utmost disorder. 
Fh>m thence a. report was carried to Rome that PosUimios and 
his army were cut to pieces. However, as soon as daylight had 
removed the danger of falling into ambuscades, in case of a 
hasty pursuit, riding through the ranks, and demanding the per- 
formance of their promises, the general infused info the men 
such a degree of ardour, that die 2Bquans could no longer with- 
stand their effi>rts, but betook thems^ves to flight, when a 



slaughter of diem ensued, (as in a case where anger was fflott 
concerned than coarage,) that ended in the entir^ destmctioa 
of their army ; and the afflicting news from Tu8culum,~ which 
had caused a great, though groundless alarm in the city, was 
followed by a letter from Postumius decked with laurel,* — that 
victory had fellen to the Roman people, and that the army of 
the iuquans was wholly destroyed. 

29. As no determination had yet been made, with respect to 
the plans introduced by the plebeian tribunes, the commons, on 
the one hand, laboured to continue in office such of them as had 
promoted the passing of the law, and the patricians, on the other, 
to procure the re-election of those who had protested against it. 
But the commons had the superior influence in the election of 
their own magistrates ; for which disappointment the patricians 
revenged themselves by passing a decree of senate, that con- 
suls (magistrates ever odious to the commons) should be elected. 
Thus, after an interval of fifteen years, consuls were again 
u)pointed. Lucius Lucretius Flavus, and Servius Sulpicins 
Camerinus. [A. U. C. 362, B. C. 390.] In the be^nning of 
this year, while the plebeian tribunes, unitmg their efforts, 
pressed the passing of their law with great conmlence, because 
there was not any of their body who would protest against it ; 
and while the consuls, f6r that very reason, were no less 
active in opposinff it, (the whole attention of the public being 
taken up with this business,) the iGquans made themselves 
masters of Vitellta, a Roman colony in their territory. The 
general part of the colonists escaped with safety to Rome ; for 
the town being ^etrayed to the enemy in the niffht, there was 
nothing to hinder their flight from the contrary side of the city. 
That province fell to the lot of the consul Lucius Lucretius, ne 
marched thither with an army, defeated the enemy in the field, 
and returned to Rome, where he was to encounter a contest of 
much greater difficulty. A prosecution had been commenced 
against Aulus Virginius and Quintus Pomponius, plebeian tri- 
bunes of the two preceding years, whom the senate was bound 
in honour to defend with the joint exertions of all the patricians ; 
for no one laid any charge against them, with respect either to 
their conduct 'in jife, or their behi^viour in office, than that, to 
gratify the nobles, they had protested against the law proposed 
by the tribunes. However, the resentment of the commons 
overpowered the influence of the senate, and, by a sentence of 
most pernicious example, those men, convictea of no crime, 
were condemned to pay a fine of ten thousand asses in wei^tf 

* It wu th^ eavtom, when the Roman ffenerala sent inteHlffence of t 
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*Thw higUj inoenMd' the pfttiiettm : Campus openly reproached 
tito comimiBa with Tielatmg the dut]r which they owed to their 
own order, telling them, that ** while they thus vented their 
q[>leen on Uieir own magiatratee, they did not pereeive that by 
their iniquitous sentence they hod abolished the privilege of pro- 
testing, and by taking away that privilege, had overturned the 
tribo&ttai power : for they were much mistaken if they imagined 
that the patneiaos wonld endure the nnbiidlcd licentiousness of 
that office: If tribunitiaB violence conkl not be repelled by 
tnbnnitian aid, the patricians would find out a weapon of some 
other kind. He censured the consuls also, for silently suffering 
those tribunes who had oomplied with ^e directions oi the 
senate, 'to be disappointed in their reliance on the faith of the 
public.** By such discourse^, uttered in public, he eitasperated 
people daily more and more against him, 

SO. As to the senate, he never ceased uiging them to a 
▼igoroHs exposition to the pasnng of^ the law ; exhorting them, 
Uiat ^ when the day arrived on which it was to be put to the 
Yote, they should go down to the foruin with no other sentiments 
than sucn as became men who knew they were to contend for 
tiieir religion and liberty ; for the temples of their gods, and the 
soil that gave them bir^. As to his own particular part, if it were 
allowable for him, during a contest wherein the interests of his 
country lay at stake,*to consider the ag^odizement of his own 
character, it would even redound to the mcrease of his fame, that 
a city which he had taken should be filled with mhabitants, that 
lie should every day enj(^ that monument of his own- glory, and 
bave before his eyes a people whom he himself had led m his 
triumph, and that all men,, at every step they took, should meet 
with testimonies of his valour. But, in his opinion, it would be 
an impious proceedings if a city forsaken and abandoned by the 
immortal gods were to be inhabited ; if the Roman people were 
to reside in a captivated soil, and to exchange a victorious for a 
vanquished country." Stimulated by such argument^, uttered 
by the first man m the stajbe, the patricians, both old and youngy 
when the. law was to. be debated, came in a body to the fonimu 
and dispersing themselves throng the tribes, each endeavoured 
to influence the members of his own body ; beseeching them> 
with tei^, " not to abandon the country, in defence of which 
^emselves and their fathers had fought with the greatest bravenr 
and the greatest success, pointing at the same time to the cam*: 
tol, the tiemple of Vesta, and the othfir ten\ple§ of the gooji,^ 
which stood within view ; that they would not drive the Rpnwv 
people,, as exiles and outcasts, away from their native soil and 
gna^tan deities, into a once hostilo c^^» and brine ma.ttenf fa 
'each a conclusion, that it would be better if Yeii had never been 



taken, lest R4>me ahould be ebuidoned.*' Ae tliey made tse of 
no violence, but of entreaties only, and among these entreaties 
made frec^uent mention of the ^ods, the greatest part of the peo- 
ple were impressed with an opinion that leligion was concerned 
in the case, and the thbes, by a majority of one, rejected the 
law. The patricians were so highly gratified by this snccess, 
that next day, the consuls holding a meeting for the purpose, a 
decree of senate was passed, that a distribution should be made 
to the commons of the . Veientian lands, in the proportion of 
seven acres to each, and that this distribution should be ex- 
tended not only to ^e fathers of families, but to every person 
in their houses of free condition, that thev might have satis- 
faction in rearing children with the hope of soch an establish- 
ment. 

31. [A. U. C. 363, B. G. 3891] This generositv had such a 
conciliatory effect on the minds of the commons, that no oppo- 
sition was made to the election of consuls. IacIus Valerias 
Potitus and Marcus Manlius, afterward sumamed Capitolinus, 
were appointed to that office. In their consulate were cele- 
brated the great (^ames which Marcus Furius when dictator had 
vowed, on occasion of the war with the Veientians. In this 
year^so, the temple of imperial Juno, vowed by the same dic- 
tator, daring the same war, was dedicated, and it is mentioned 
that the matrons displayed an extraordinary de^e of zeal in 
their attendance on the dedication. In the campaign against the 
iEquans, the seat whereof was at Algidum, nothing memorable 
occurred ; the enemy scarcely waiting for the engagement to 
begin before they took themselves to flight. To Valerioa, 
because he continued the pursuit and slsuffhter with great 
earnestness, a triumph was decreed ; to Mamius, an ovation. 
This year there sprunff up a new enemy, the Volsinians, against 
vvhom no army could be sent, on account of a famine and pes- 
tilence which raged in the Roman territories, in consequence of 
extraordinary drought and heat. On these circumstances, the* 
Volsinians presumed with such confidence that, forming a jonc* 
tion wiUi tne Salpinians, they made incursions on the lands of 
the Romans. War was then proclaimed againat those two 
nations. Caius Julius died in the office of censor, and Marcus 
Cornelius was substituted in his room ; which proceeding came- 
afterward to be considered as displeasing to the gods, Mcause 
in that lustrum Rome was taken. Nor since that time is a cen- 
sor substituted in the T|om of one dying. The consuls being 
seized by the distemper, it was resolved that an interregnankr 
should be constituted, and auspices taken anew. 

32. [A. U. C. 364, B. C. 388] In pursuance therefora of 
• decree of the senate, the consuls having resigned their office 
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Ifarcas Foritfa CamiUas wm crpated tnteRex, who wppomM 
Publius Cornelius Scipio interrez, and he, afterward, Lacins 
Valerius Potitus. By him were elected six military tribunes 
Dvitli consubr power, to the end that in case any of them should 
be disabled by bad health, the commonwealth mifht still have a 
sufficient number of magistrates. These were Lucius Lucra- 
tiBBj Servius Sulpicius, Marcus iEmilius, Lucius Furius Me* 
duUinus, a seventh time, Agrippa Furius, and Caius «£miliiis, a 
flecond'time, who entered into office on the calends of July. Of 
these, Lucius Lucretius and Caitis iEmilius had the Yolsiniant 
sus iheir province ; Agrippa Furius ,and Servius Sulpicius the 
Salpinians. The first battle happened with the Volsinians. 
•This war, formidable in appearance, from the great number of 
the enemy, was terminated without any difficulty : at the first 
onset, their army was put to flight, and eight thousand of their 
soldiMis, being surrounded by the cavalry, laid down their arms 
and surrendered. The account which they received of thai 
battle made the Salpinians determine not to hazard an engasn' 
ment : their troops secured themselves in the towns. Tlie 
Romana, meeting no opposition, carried off the spoil from all 
parts, both of the Volsinian and Salpinian territories, until the 
Volsinians, becoming weary of the war, had a truce for twenty 
years granted them, on condition that they should make resti^ 
tutiou to the Roman people, and furnish the pay of the army 
lor iJtaJb year. During this year, Marcus Cae^dicins, a plebeian, 
gave information to the tribunes, that "in' the new street, 
where the chapel now stands, above the temple of Vesta, he 
had heard, in the dead of the night, a voice louder than that of 
a man, ordering notice to be given to the magistrates that the 
Oaujs were approaching." This intelligence, on account of the 
mean condition of the author, was, as frequently happens, dis- 
regarded ; and also, bec4use that nation, lying at a great distance, 
was therefore very little known. They not only slighted the 
warnings of the cods at this crisis of impending fate, but the 
only human aid which could have availed them, Marcus Furius, 
they drove away to a distance - from the city : for, having been 
cited by Apuleius, a plebeian tribune, to answer a charge con- 
cerning the plunder of Veii, and having about the sam^ time 
su^ered the loss of a son, who had almost arrived at the years 
of manhood, he called together to his house the members of his 
tribe and dependants, who composed a great part of the com- 
mons, and asked their sentiments on the occasion ; when being 
told, in answer, that they would make up, by a contribution, 
whatever fine he should be condemned to pay, but to effect his 
acquittal was out of their power, he went into exile, after 
praying to the immortal gods, that if he was undeserving of such 



InjttfHnis tfMtment, Ui«y Wmld vptte6i\y mve thtt uti^ 
ttate reason to rtgt&t hi* abMiffioe. On 'f& not mppeating, to 
was fined fifteen tSetuMind ««se« t« weight.* 

38. Having thas dmen «way the «itdBen, ^9»lK»e iJiMeactt, if 
in case we can prcmotinee with cenaJKty^ on htiiiMtfi tAm, 
wonld have efiectually savied Rome ft&m fatting into the baddt 
of an enemy, the destined roin now appom^Md the eky wifk 
hasty steps : at this time, amhaaswlDrs atli^sd ftom the poo^ of 
Clusium, sollbitmg aid against th^ Gauls. AocOrding to soiffii 
reports, that nation was tSlured to cross the A^, «nd tcdto poo- 
session of tiie country fofnn^ cultivifOsd by the finutiaae, bf 
fire deliciousness of its prodootions, and «s|)ecriaRy of the winey 
ft laxnry then new to tfaom : ^nd A vans of Ot«sinm hirving in- 
troduced it into Gaul, for the purpose «f «nf Jbing thnt people^ 
that he might, by thieir means, gnitiff h^TeseninMnt for his 
life's being deba^^ed by Lnoumo, ( whose- gwitdiin he hwMelf 
had been,) a young man of ove{gi<»«m power, on'w^m it wouid 
have been impossible to indict pMhi^anont wifbMt fdf eigtt 
^Msistance.' He acted as their ^iidei, in- passfii^ the Alp8,«Ml 
advised them to lay siege to Chmum. I do not-indeed^taiko on 
jne to deny that the Gauls were conducted to Oltfsilun'by Artn^ 
oir some other Ctusian ; b«it that those who iaid siege «o ChiMuia 
were not the fiiat who crossed the-A^M, is o^iMi^ 4br tte 
Gauls went over into Italy two iMnidred ytttis befan they bo* 
sieged that town, and took tho etty of Rem*. Nor wen thooo 
the &rst of the' Etrurians with whom they wkged war ; ^r ioa^ 
before this the Gallic armies foe^bt many bstthw with Ihooo 
who dwelt between the Appenines and the Alps, f^to Tw- 
eans, before the growth of the Roman omfiu^f Mwssed Toiy 
«ztensivesway both by land and sea : how ^peaiC meir power waa 
in the upper and tower seas by which Italy is abnost mnKModed, 
as an island, the names of those seaaJdknnonsttNite ; one bco^ 
called by the Italian nations the Tuscan, the geneiBi> appellation 
ef that people ; the other the Adriatic, from Adna, a colony of 
Tuscans. The Greeks also call t^ose oeas the Ty nheni an and 
Adriatic. This people inhabited both the tnwta of tetritoiy 
which stretch fi-om each side of the mountain to the two seaO) 
having founded twelve cities on either, first on the hitfanr side 
toward the lower aea, and afterward sending to tho other aido 
of the Appenines as many colonies as thore wen capital cities 
in the mother country. These ac^ired posflOssiDn of (^ wfaolo 
region beyond the Po all the way to the A-lps, except tkio 
comer of the Venetians, who dwell round the extreme point-of 
the Adriatic. The Alpine nations also, without doubt, derived 

*46LS§,8eL 
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tiwir origin from tbein» pertieulwly the Rhetiuw, wbo wera 
Tendered savage merdy by their situation, so as to retain no 
mark of their oiiein, except J^e accent of their language, and 
not even that without corrupUon. 

34. Concerning, the passage of the Gauls into Italy, what we 
have learned is tins : when Tarquinius Priscus reigned at Rome 
the snjNpeme government of the Celts, who composed one third 
part of Gaul, lay in the hands of the Biturigians. These gave a 
kin^ to the Celtic nation. Ambii^tus, a. man very eminently 
distinguished by his own merit, and by the extraordinary degree 
of prosperity which attended him, both in his private concerns, 
taad in those of the public : in his time, Gaul was so fruitful and 
so numerously peopled, that it ^eemed scarcely^ practicable to 
retain such an enormous multitude under the direction of one 
government. Being far advai^||d in years, and wishing to ex- 
onerate his realm of a crowd with which it was overburdened, 
he declared his intention of sending ai^ay his sister's sons, Bel- 
lovesua and Sigovesus, two spirited young men, to whatever 
settlements the gods should point out by their auguries ; and 
that they should carry with them any number of men which 
they themselves should choose ; so that no nation which lay in 
their way should be able to obstruct their course. Sigovesus 
was then directed by the oracle to the Hercinian forest ; to Bel- 
lovesus the gods showed a much more delightful route into 
Italy. He .carried with him from the Biturigians, the Arver- 
mans, the Senonians, Uie .£duans, the Ambarrians, the Car- 
nntians, and the Aulercians, all their superfluous numbers : and 
setting out at the head of an immense body of horse and foot, 
arrived ii^ the country of the Tricastinians. The Alps then 
stood in his way, which I do not wonder that these people 
should consider as impassable, having never been climbed over 
by any path, at least as far as we have been able to learn, un- 
less we choose to believe the fables told of Hercules. While 
the height of the mountains kept the Grauls penned up as it 
were, and while they were looking about for some route between 
those lofty summits which join^ the sky, an ominous incident 
also gave them some delay ; for an account was brought to 
them, that some strangers, who had come in search of lands, 
were attacked by the nation of the Salyans : these were the 
Massilians, who had come by sea from Phocea.* The Gauls, 

• A city of Asia Minor, built by a colony of Athenians. Being be- 
sieeed and hard pressed by Harpagos, an officer of Cyrus, king of 
Persia, the inhabitants resolved to abandon the town, and seek another 
residence. Accordingly, after uttering heavy imprecations on them- 
selves if they should ever return, they carried their effects on board 
their ships, and, sailing to the coast of Provence, founded the city of 
Marseilles. 

uv. vol. I. — 2q 
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•MMiidefHig this aft piognMbe of tbeir own tetuiie, gave i 
their awistence, in tortiff ing tlie gnmnil which they had 
aeited on their landing, covered with wide extended woods. 
They themselves climbed over the pathless AIm, through ikm 
forest of Taarinott, routed the Tuseans in batUe, not far frena 
the river Tictnus, and, hearinff that the district in which the^r 
had posted themselves was called Insubria, the same name by 
which one of the cantons of the Ineahrian .fideans was distia* 
guished, they embieced the omen which the place presented, 
and founded there a city, which they called Mediolaanm. 

36. Some time after, another body,- composed of the Ceno« 
manians, under the conduct of Elitovius, Ibllewing the tmcke 
^ the former, made thek way over the Alpe, through the same 
forest, Bettovesos fovouriUff their march, and settled themselves 
where the cities Brixia and Ve^na now stand, places then poe* 
aessed by the Libuans. After these came the Sattuvians, who 
fixed their abode near the ancient canton of the Lifrariane, called 
Levi, who inhabited the banks of the Tichnis. The next wha 
came over were the Boians and Liagonians, through the Penin« 
pasi, who, finding sU the space between the Alps and the Po 
already occupied, crossed the Po on rafts, and drove out of tb* 
country, not only the Etrurians, but the Umbhans also. Thef 
confined themselves however within the Aj^ninesv After thent 
the St>nonians, the latest of these emigrants, possessed theoft* 
■elves of the track which reaches from the river Utens to the 
^sis. This latter people, I find, it was who^came to Clusitum 
and from thence to Rome. But whether alone, or assisted \f 
• all the nations of Cisalpine Grauls, is not known with certain^ 
The Clusians, on observing so great a multitude, the appearance 
of the men, too, being different from any which they had seen be^ 
fore, and also the kind ef arms which they carried, wero terrified 
at the approach of this sfenmfie enemy ; and having heard that 
the legions of the Etrurians had been often defeated by thei% 
on bow sides of the Po, determined, although they had no claim 
on the Remans, either in right of alliance or friendship, except 
that they had not protected their relatione the Veientians in e^ 
position to the Roman people, to send ambassadors to Rome te 
solicit aid from the senate; which ''request was not complied 
with. The three Fabxi, sons of Ambostns, were sent to me- 
diate with the Gauls in the name of ^ annate and cemmone of 
Rome ; who recommended to them not to attack the allies and 
friends of the Roman people, from whom they had received no 
injury and whom they would be obliged to support even by 
force of arms, if matters went so far ; but who, at the ssme 
time, would be better pleased that hostile proceedings should be 
avoided if possible, and that their acquaintance with the Gaa2% 
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»n>Uo» to whom they wgwtBjPOtitrangog^AowM eom i u oaw 
in ma wnicsble mher Ama m a hostile ■miiiiiw. 

36. This waaui eabassy mild in its import, h«t intnwCed to 
a»efi of ttaiipen too feroeioos, mora raoemMmg Ganls thsi» Ro- 
amas. Those, hsTiii^ explsined their co mmi s a i on in sn sesem- 
bijr of the Gsola, leeeitred for sMwer, tfast elthoogh this wss ikb 
llFSi time that they fasd heard the HMne of the Remsos» yet iSlMy 
sBppoeed that they were men of hra^^eiy, whose assistenee the 
Closiaas had ira^plored in a eoi^vmetufe so perileas : ^nd in een- 
nderation of their harin^ ehosen tointsfiMB between their ^ies 
mod theos, in the way of negotiation, rather than that of anns, 
they woald make no objection to the amicable terms which they 
p(«S|M>eed, worided that the Clastans, who p o sses se d a greater 
porti<m of tend than thejr turned to use, would «ve up a part of 
jt to the Gauls, who wanted it. '* On no other terois,** they 
floid, " was pesoe to be obtained :** that they wished to reeeivv 
an answer in presence of the Romans, and if the land were re- 
Itmed them, would also decido the matter by arms in the presence 
of the same Ronuais, that they might inform their eeonliymeii 
how far the Gauls exceHed the rest of mankind in brareiy. 
The Romans- asking, by whst right they could demand land 
from the possessors, and in case of refusal threaten wart and 
wluit concern the Gavds bad m Etruriat the others fiercely re- 
plied, (hat ** they carried their right on the points of their 
swords, and tiiat all thinos were the property of the brare.*' 
Thus, with minds inflamed on both sides, they hastily separated 
to prepare for battle, which began without delay. Here, fate 
noiw piesaing the city of Romoy the amhassadfws, contrary to 
the law of nations, took a pait in the action : a feet which could 
not he concealed, for three of the noblest and brvrest of the 
Roman youth fought in the Tan of the Etmrian army ; and the 
Taloor of these foreigners was eminently conspicuous. Be- 
•ides, Quintas Fabias rode forward beyond the hne, arid slew a 
general of the Oauls, who was making a forious chaise against 
the standards of the Etrurians, ronnmg him throu^ the side 
with his spear. He was known by the Gauls while he was 
steippinff him of his spoils : on which notice was conveyed 
round through the whole army that he was one of the Roman 
ambassadors. Dropping, therefore, their resentment against 
the Clnsians, they sounded a retreat, threatening to wreak their 
Tongeance on the Romans. Some advised that they should 
march instantly to Rome. But the opinion of the elders prs- 
Tailed ; that ambassadors should first be sent to complain of the 
ill'treatment which they had received, and to demand that the 
Fabii should be deiirensd into their hands as a satisfaction fo> 
haTing yiohited the law of nations. When the ambassadors of 
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the Gauls hid exj^ined thoee taaUen aecoidmg to thenr com- 
mission, the senate were highly displeased at the behaTiour of 
the FalHi, And thought the demand of die barbaiians just : but 
. in the case of nomes of such exalted rank, partial favour pre- 
. Tented their. passing a decree conformable to their judgment 
Lest, therefore, they might be chargeable with any misfortune, 
which miffht perhaps be sustained in a war with the Gaols, they 
referred me determination on the demands of the Gauls to the 
assembly of the people ; where so prevalent was the influence of 
interest and wealth, that the very persons whose punishment was 
the subject of deliberation, were appointed military tribunes with 
consular power for the ensuing year. At which proceeding the 
.Gauls being justly enraged, and openly denouncing war, returned 
to their countrymen. Together with the three Fabii were ap- 
pointed military tribunes [A. U. C. 365, B. G. 387] Quintus 
Sulpicius liongus, Quintus Serrilius, a fourth time, and Senrius 
.Cornelius Maluginensis. 

37. When fortune is determined on the ruin of a people, she 
can so blind them as to render them insensible to danger, even 
of the greatest magnitude: accordingly, the Roman state, which 
in its wars with the Fidenatians and v eientians and other neigh- 
bouring enemies, had lefl no jneans untried to procure aid, and 
had, on many occasions, nominated a dictator ; yet now, when 
an enemy whom they had never met, or even heard of, was 
from Uie ocean and the remotest coasts, advancing in arms 
against them, theyj looked not for any extraordinary command 
or assisCance. Tribunes, whose temerity had brought on the 
troubles, were intrusted with the reips of government, and they 
used no greater diligence in levying forces than was usual in 
case of a rupture with any of their neighbours, extenuating the 
importance which fame gave to the war. Meanwhile, the Gauls, 
hearingr^ that the violators of the rights of mankind had even been 
recompensed with honours, and that their embassy had been 
slight^, inflamed with anger, fi passion which that nation knows 
sot how to control, instantly snatched up their ensiens, and 
be^n to march with the utmost expedition. When meir pre- 
cipitate movement caused such an alarm wherever they passed 
that the inhabitants of the cities ran together to arms, and the 
peasants betook themselves to flight, tl^y>signified to them by 
loud shouts that it was to Rome they were going, whSe the 
space covered by their men and horses was immense, the troops 
spreading widely on eveiy side. But report outstripped them ; 
and messengers also from the Clusian, and from several other 
states, one after another, and the quickness of the enemv*s 
proceedings, caused the utmost consternation among the ito- 
nans, whose army, composed in a manner of tumultuary troops. 
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with all Uie haMtm wiucb ihtj cmU mitkm, tcaiee adrftnesd m 

far 88 the eleventh stone before thejr met thepi» vheie ^ liw 
Allia, ruimioff down from the CmetunHniiui noantaiDs in • verr 
deep channel, jokis the Tiber, a bttb way below the mui. 
Already every place in frpttt eo4 on each aide waa occnpied by 
numeroua bodies of Gaub; and^as that aatioB has anatiind 
turn for acgrayating terror by confusiont by (faek hasahinasie 
and discoird^t clamoan, they. fiUed the aiv with a honible din. 
38. There the mihtaiy tribunes, without having piwvi«nly 
formed a camp, without the ptrecaetwm e^-raiaiBig a lampait 
which might secure a retreat, regardleee Qi4^f l» the goda, M> 
m nothing of that to inaa, without taking ana pices, without 
offerinff a sacrifice, drew up their ham, vi^ch the cztmided em 
towards the flanks, lest they i^ould be surrounded by the 
numerous forces of the enemy. StiU they could not showaa 
equal front, and at the same time thinned their line in aoch a 
manner, as weak^^d the centre, and left it scarce anfficienl ee 
fill up the ranks without a breach. There was a smell eminence 
on the right, which they detenniiied to oecnpy with a body of, 
reserve ; which measure, as it gave the first canae to tfaev 6Sf 
may and desertion of the field, so it proved ^ only mesne of 
aaiet^ in their flight. Breonua, the chieftain> of the €»a«^ 
thinlung that bis enemies were few, their skili was what he fabd 
chiefly to guard against, and suppowi^^ that the enunenee had 
been seized with design, that When the Gauls should be engsged 
in front with the line of the legions* that reserved body m^ght 
make an attack on their rear and flank, ^umed his fotce>againsi 
the reserve, not doubting that if he could dialodge them firom 
their post, his troops, so much superior in Buniber, would find 
an easy victory in the plain : thus net only fortum, but judgmmt 
also stood on the side of the barbsnans. In the opposite army 
there appeared nothing like Romana, either among the com-^ 
manders or the soldiers. Terror and dismay had taken pos- 
session of their minds, and such a total miconcevn for the rest 
of mankind, that greater numbers by far fled to Yeii, a city of 
their enemy, though the Tiber lay across the way, than by the 
direct road to Rome, to their wivea and chiidxen. The situation 
of the ground for some time defeotied the reserve ; but those 
who composed the rest of the line, on their flsnk, and on theiv 
rear, no sooner heard the shout, than, not only without 'attempt- 
ing to fifiht, but without even returning the sbont, fi»sh as they 
were and unhurt, they ran away from an untried enemy, and at 
whom they had scarcely ventioed to look. Thus B»livee were 
lost in battle; but their rear was cut to pieces while they 
crowded on one another, m such hurry and confusion, as they 
retarded their retreat. Grent slaffghtex was mado OA Ih* beak 
IIV. VOL. I. — ^2o* 
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of the Tiber, wlullier tlie whole left wing, after ihiowing aw«r 
their tnns, had directed their flight ; and great numbers who 
knew not how to swim, or were not very strong, being burdened 
with their coats of mail and other defensive armour, were swal- 
lowed up in the Qurrent. However, the greatest p»rt escaped 
safe to Veii, from whence they neiUier sent any reinforcement 
to Rome, nor even a courier to give notice of their defeat. 
Those of the right wing, which had been posted at a distance 
from the river, near the foot of the mountain, all took the way 
to Rome, and without even shutting the gates of the city, made 
their way into the citadel. 

39. On the other hand, the attainment of such a speedy, such 
an almost mirMuIous victory, astonished the Grauls. At first, they 
stood motionless throoffh apprehension for their own safety, 
scarcely knowing what had happened ; then they dreaded some_ 
strataeem ; at lemy^h, they collected the spoils of the slain, and' 
piled me arms in heqis, according to their practice. And now, 
seeing no aign of an enemy any where, the^ at last began to 
march forward, and a little before sunset arrived near the city 
of Rome, where receiving intelligence by some horsemen who 
had advanced before, that the gates were open without any 
troops posted to defend them, nor any soldiers on the walls, thm 
second incident, not less unaccountable than the former, induced 
them to halt ; and, apprehending danger from the darkness of 
the night, and their ignorance of the situation of the city, they 
took post between Rome and the Anio, sending scouts about 
the walls, and the several ^ates, to discover what plans the 
enemy would pursue in this desperate state of their afiairs. 
The Roman soldiers who were living, their friends lamented «• 
lost ; the greater part of them havmg gone from the field of 
battle to Veii, and no one supposing that any survived, except 
those who had come liome to Rome. In fine, the city was 
almost entirely filled with sorrowings. But on the anival of in- 
telligence that the enemy were et hand, the i^rehensions ex- 
cited by the public danger stifled all private sorrow : soon after, 
the barbarians patrolling about the vnlU in jtroops, they heard 
their yells and the dissonant clangour of their diartial instruments. 
During the whole interval between this and the next morning 
they were held in the most anxious suspense, every moment 
expecting* an assault to be made on the city.% At the enemy*8 
first approach it was supposed that they would begin the attack 
as soon as they should arrive at the city, since, if this were not 
their intention, they would probably have remained at the Allia. 
Their fears were various and many : first, they imagined that 
the place would be instantly stormed, because there was not 
Dnca of the day ramaining ; then, that the design was put off 
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until night, in order to strike tbe greater terror. At last, tlw 
tt>proacE oflight sunk them in dismay, and the evil itself which 
mey dreaded closed this scene of unremitted apprehension, the 
enemy marching through the gates in hostile array. During th^^ 
night, however, and also the following day, the state preserved 
a character very different from that which such a dastardly flicht 
at the Allia had indicated ; for there being no room to hope that 
the city could possibly be defended by the. small number of 
troops remaining, a resolution was taken that the young men 
who were fit to bear arms, and the abler part of the senate, with 
their wives and children, should go up -into the citadel and the 
capttol ; and having collected stores of arms and com, should, 
in that strong post, maintain the defence of the deities, of the 
inhabitants, and of the honour of Rome. That the Flamen 
Qairinalis, and the vestal priestesses, should carry away, far 
from slaughter and conflagration all that appertained to the gods 
of the state ; and that their worship should not be intermi tted 
nntil there should be no one left to perform it. '* If the citadl^l 
and the capitol, the mansion of the sods ; if the senate, the \ 
■ource of public counsel ; if ihe youth of military age should 
survive the ruin which impended over the city, they must deem 
the loss of die seed light, as of a crowd whom they were under 
the necessity of leaving behmd, though with a certain prospect 
of their perishing. '' That such of this deserted multitude as 
consisted of plebeians might bear their doom with the greater 
resignation, the aged nobles, formerly dignified with triumphal 
honours and consulships, openly declared' that " they would 
meet death along with them, and would not burden the scanty 
•tores of the fighting men with bodies incapable of carrying 
arms, and of protectmg their country.'' Such were the con- 
solations addressed to each other by the aged who were destined, 
to death. — ^ 

40. TheVt exhortations were then turned to the band of young 
men whom they escorted to the capitol and citadel, commend- 
ing to their valour and youthful vigour the remaining fortune of 
^ir city, which, through the course of three hundred and sixty 
yesis had ever been victorious in all its wars. When those who 
carried with them every hope and every resource parted with 
the others, who had determmed not to survive the capture and 
destruction of the city, the view which it exhibited was sufil- 
cient to call forth the liveliest feelings, the women at the same 
time ranning up and down in distraction, now following one 
party, then the other, asking their husbands and their sons to 
what fate they would consign them 1 AH together fbnned sueh 
a picture of human wo as could admit of no aggravation. A 
great part, however, of the women followed their rehitioas into 
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the mt$M, no one ei&er luBderiiv or inTitm|r tbfm ; 
tbougb tbe mewme of lessenioe tbe Dumber of iMclffv pcxmop 
IB ft siege mi^bt douUlees be ftoriaoble in om point of Titw* 3F«t 
it was a meaaiae of extreme inbumanity. Tbe re«t of tbe null- 
titade, cooeieCiE^ cbie6y of plebeiana, for wbom tben was 
neither xooni oq ao smaik a bill, nor a possibffily of fo^'^vt in ta 
great n acarcily of corn, pouring our of tbe city h. fne contmuod 
tcain, repfursd to tbe Janraulnm, From thence, aooie disperaed 
through the countrvt and others made tbeir way to the nsigb- 
bounog cities, without any leader, or any conceit, each p«w- 
auing his own bepea and bis own plansi tfaoee of the poUie 
bein^ deplored as desperate^ In the meantime, tbe Fbnnea 
QoinnaUs, and tbe veetai w^ns, layiog aside all coneeia ior 
their own affairs, and cmwiilttng togetlMr wbieb of tbe aacrod 
deposites they should take with them» and which tb^ shouid 
leave behind* for they had not stiength «u6lcieot to cany al^ 
and what place they could best depend onpres^ving them in safia 
custody, iu4g*^ ^ tbe most eUgible method to enclose them in 
oasks. and to bo^ them under ^ound, in tho cha|«l next to tba 
dwellii^bouse of tbo Ftamen Quixinalis, where at present it io 
reckoned proiane ev«n to s^ Tbe rest they earned, distiiba- 
ling the burdens, among thomsebres, along tfao road which leads 

[^ over the Subhcian bri<^[e to tbe Janicnkim. On tbe asemt oC 
Ibat hill, Lucsm^ Alhimus, a Roman plebeian, was conToyii^ 
a.way in « wagon bis wife and ehfldren, but obserqng tbon 
among the crowd of Ihose who being unfit for war wen letirii^ 
from the et^, and retainia^f even in bis present eslanitoao 
state, a legaid to the distmction between thmgs dime and 
human, he thoii||[ht it weold betray a want of rmpeek to rdigio« 
if the pabtic pnesto of the iloman peo|^ weie to g»on IoqI» 
thus holily laden, while he and bis family wen seen mounted m 
a canria^ ; ordering his wife and children then to alight, be pat 
Oie Tiigins and ibe sacred things into the wagon, and conveyed 

^ tbem to Caere, whither tihe priests had determined to go. 

41. Meanwhile at Rome, when wmy dispeeition & the de- 
duce of the citadel had been completed, as far as was possible 
in such a conjuncture, the aged crowd withdrew to thek booeee, 
and there, with a firmness of mind not to be ahaksn ^ the ap^ 
proacb of death, waited tbe oomii^ of tho enemy : snob ef them 
ta bad held ourule offices choosisg to die in that nurb vducli 
displayed the embleme of their fanner fortune, of Ibctf bonomn^ 
w of their merit, put on the meet sptendid robes won^ whe« 
they draw the eharioto of the gods in proceesion^ or ride i« 
tnumph. Thus habited, they seated tbemaelvee in their noiY 

, chaBB at the fronta of their houses^ Some sey tha.t they de* 
Toiod themselves for the safety of their eonnUy end their felloww 
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e^ens : vnA Uitt they siinff a hymn on the oeeasion. Mtfcm 
F«l)ia8, the chief pontiff, dictating the form of words to them. 
On the side of the Ganb, as the keenness of their rage, excited 
by the fight, had abated durinj^ the night, and, as they had 
neithor met any dangerous opposition in the field, nor were tiow,^ 
taking the city by storm or force, jDiey marched next day, with^ 
•nt any anger or any heat of passion, into the city, throuoh the 
CoUine gate, which stood open, and advanced to the foram, 
casting around their eyes, on the temples of the gods, and on 
the citadel, the only place which had the appearance of making 
resistance. From thence, leaving a small guard to prevent any 
attack fnm the citadel or capitol, they ran abottt in quest of 
{dunder. Not meeting a human being in the streets, part of 
them rushed in a body to the houses that stood nearest ; part 
aou|^t the most distant, as expecting to find them unt6ucBed 
and abounding with spoil. Aiterwud, being frightened from 
thence by the venr solitude, and fearing lest some secret design 
of the enemy might be |Hit in execution against them while they 
yvete thus oispersed, they formed themselves into bodieef and 
returned again to the forum, snd places adjoiniog to it. ^Find- 
ing the houses of the plebeians shot up, and ihe psiacee of the 
nobles standing open* they showed rather greater backwardness 
to attack these that were open than such as Weie shnt: with 
such a degree of veneration did they behold men aitting in the 
porches of those palaces, who, beside their ornaments and ap* 
pairel, mora splendid than became mortals, boro the nearest re- 
semblance to gods, in the majesty dimlayed hi their looks, and 
the sravit^ of their countenances. It is said, that while they 
stood gazing ss on statues, one of them, Marcus Papirius, pro- 
yoked u»e anger of a Gtftol by striking him on the head with his 
ivory sceptre, ffhile he was stroking his beard, which at that 
time was universally worn long ; that the slaughter began with 
him, and that the rest wero slain in their sests. The nobles 
being put to death, the remainder of the people met the same . 
late. The houses were plundered, and then set on fire. >l> 

42. However,fO(1iether it was that they wero not all possessed 
with a desiro of reducing the city to ruins, or whether tne design 
had been adopted by the chieis of the Gauls, that some fires 
should be presented to the view of the besieged for the purpose 
of terrifying them, and to tiy if they could be compelled to sur- 
render, through afiiBction to their own dwellings, or that they 
had determined that all the houses shoukl not be burned down* 
because whatever remained they could hold as a fledge, by^ 
means of which they might work on the minds of the ganrisop. . 
the fire did not, during the first day, spread extensively, as is Qm^) 
in a csptured city. A The Romans, beholding the enemy ' 
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sosM new «e«pe of borvor uotm to- their t»ew in eirmy ^ifiinmt 
quarter, wwr» tcpieely «U« to pnmrre tiwir wrewpM of minA. 
To wbftt^ver M4e ti^ shmts of tiie aMni3F, no ciioo of woman 
and c^ldrm^ Ibe ci»ckitn^ from «1m fiMMO) end tlio cimoli «C 
ioUing )iOQM«» celled their attentton, tbither, deepif ehoekod at 
' / oveiy ineideBt, tbty teroed thoir eyoe, tboir tkeogiito, oo if 
V i>|aced 1^ fortune to be speelafcora of tiie fall of their eeunliT ;-v- 
i»fU io abort, sot ior the purpoae of protectiiig any ^ing beleiig- 
iag to tbcun, but merely their owa persone, mueh more deeoifiiig 
of c^ninHaefatioa, inAwd, than any befioio in^ were over be- 
kafuered ; •• by tbe sie^ wbiefo they bed to eoataiii t^ej weio 
H^wided &o» their natoTO mty^ wlMlst they eaw eveij thing 
which Ihef held dear in the power of the enemy. Nor wao tbo 
night which eoc c ee dc d such a ahecking^ di^ attended with more 
liimq«^ty. The mtmag eppeered with in aepect eqoally dio- 
Biftl ; nor did any pention of time relieve them from the ei^t of 
o Qonstaot eticceeaiott of now die^aeea. Loaded and wrep* 
wbirimod with each a mnkipliciry of at'iht, th^ notwilhatanding 
lomitted naii|^ of their ftmaneee ; deteimined, though they 
•hocdd aee omy thing in damee, and {eveiied with the daet, to 
d^nd by their bmrory the hffi which th^ oeeapied, email and 
> iO pvovidied aa it- waa, yet being the only refage of their fiberty. 
iiUid aa the aamo erante recarred etety day, iittej became ao 
habituated^ aa it were, tot ^saetera, that, rintractbg tiietr 
thou^bto aa mneb aa peeaibie from 4ieir eiivomatancee, they 
legaided the amia and tbo awofda in their handa ae their ei^ 

f" 43. On ^ ether aide, the Gania, bariiig for aereral dkya 
waged only an ineflbctual war ageinat the boildioga, and per- 
teiriog that among the firea and ruina of the ei^ notbinj^ now 
lenained hot a band of armed enemiee, who werelteither feer- 
Bfied in the leaat, nor likely to treat of a capitalation nnieaa 
ibree were apphed^ reeolved to have reeeucae to extremitiee, 
and to make an aaaaoH on tbe eitadel. On a eignal given, at 
the ftrat light, their whole maltitnde wae manhaHed in the 
isrom, fiora whence, after raiaing tbe ahoat, and fem^ a 
teatadio,* they advaneed to thcf attaek. The Romana in their 
defence did nothing raehly, nor in a hurry ; bat haYing sbrengdl- 

I oned the goarde at every approach, and eppoeing the main 
etrength of their men on the qnarter where they eaw tbe bat- 
taliona advancing, they eafieved them to mount the bill, jtidging 

* Fbrming themaeNes hito a e«mpftct body, with th«ir shiekls jom«<l 
toflalher, Mdheld over tKeirkeada to protect them firam the mlflalla 
weaiwvi ef Am eoemy* 
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-A* the higber they shni:^ Meend the W!l, eie tiiot« vtsHt 
tkev imgiit h« 4riteit hack d«vi^B tlie 8tee)». About the tniddla 
«f ihe Moent th«r met ; a«4 there minkini; their chafge <!dwfe 
the 4ecli¥ity, which •f itMtf bete them ^iga^Mt the enfemy, rooted 
the GauU with «och iiai«ghter, and mck deetwetfon, oecmioned 
by their ^Uin^dowii the preeipice^ thst they never efterwatd, 
eitner m pftrtiea, or wi«^ their wh«le fwce, made tnotfier ttiri 
of that kind of €gfac. Ltytn^ aside, theiefow , the hope of affect- 
mg their approaches \fy kvce of arais, Aey resolved to form k 
blockade, fbr which, having nev«r Mitii this time thought of 
making proviaioii, they were fit pieoaied. With the houses, all 
was consamed in the eity ; afmi ifi the course of the days they 
had passed there, the prod«K;e of the country round abouH hsd 
been hastily etnied off to Veii, Whsrefere, dividmg tfaeor 
forces, they detenntned that one pert sfaooM be employed it 
pAondering «ine«g the netghbeunng nations, while the other ear- 
lied on the eiege of the oitadel, in order that Che ravageM of the 
country mi^t supply the hesiegeis wilSi com. 1, ^J 

Jr 44. The party of Gaols which marched away frttni the city, p 
were conducted merely by the'^wiU of fortune, ith(t chose to ^ 
make a trial of Ilonian bravery, to Ardea, where GcmiHus dwelt ^ 
iaa exile, pining in flonow, and more deeply ^lieving at the dn- 
Uesses of the public than at his own ; sccusmg gods and men, 
burning with indignatioR, and wonderiftf where were now those 
naen who with him had taken Veii and Faterii ; those men who, 
in other wars, had ever been mere indebted to their own courage 
than to chance. Thus pondering, he heard, on a sudden, tmt 
the array of the Grauls was approaching, «nd that the people of 
Ardea, m consternation, were met in council on the subject 
On whieh, as if moved by divine inspiration, he advanced into 
the midst of their assemUy, having hitherto been accustomed 
to absent himself from such meetings, and* said : **• Peopte of 
Ard^ea, my friends of eld, of late, my fellow-citiirens aiso, a rela- 
tion encoora£^ by your kindness, and formed by my fortune ; 
let not any of you imagine ttttt my coming, hither to your council 
is owing to my having forgotten my situation ; b«it die present 
esse, and the common danger, render it necessary that every 
one should contrihote to the public every kind of assistance in 
his power. And when shall 1 repay so great obligations as I 
owe you, if I am now remiss t On what occasion can I ever 
be serviceable to yeu, if not in war V By my knowledge m thst 
line I suppotlsd a character in my native country, and though 
never overcome by an enemy in war, I was banished in time of 
peace by my ungrateful eountiymen. To you, men of Ardea, 
fortune has presented an opportunity of making a recompense 
for all the valvable favours which the Roman people have fo»> 
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uMiiy eonferred on yoo. How gn^i these here been yon ywv- 

•ehres remember ; nor Dee4 I> who know jroa to be grateful, 
remind yoa of them. At Uie some time, you may acquire, foe 
this your city, a high degree of military renown, bf acting 
against the common enemy. The nation, which is now ap- 
proaching in a disorderly march, is one to whom nature tws 
given mmds and bodies of greater size ,than strength : for 
which reason they bring to every contest more of tenor than of 
real vigour. The disaster of Rome may serve as a proof of this ; 
they took the city, when every avenue lay open ; but still a 
small band in the citadel and c%piU}\ are aUe to withstand them. 
Already tired of the slow proceedings of the siege, they retire 
and spread themselves oirer the face of the country. When 
gorged by food, and sreedy draughts of wine, as soon as night 
comes on they stretch themselves promiscuously, like brutes, 
near streams of water, without intrenchment, and without either 
guards or advanced posts ; using, at present, in consequence of 
success, still less caution than usual. If it is your wish to 
defend your own walls, and not to suffer all this part of the 
world to become a province of Gaul, take arms unanimously at 
the first watch. Follow me, to kill, not to fight. If I do not 
deliver them into your hands, overpowered with sleep, to be 
slaughtered like cattle, I am content to meet the same issue of 
my affairs at Ardea which I found at Rome." 

45. Everv one who heard him, had long been possessed with 
an opinion tnat there was not any where* in that age, a man of 
equal talents for war. The meeting then being dismissed, they 
took some refreshment, and waited with impatience for the sig^ 
nal to be given. As soon as that was done, during the stillness 
of the beginning of the night, they attended Camillus at the 

Sates : they had not marched far from the city when they ibund 
le camp of the Gauls, as had been foretold, unguarded and 
neglected on every side, and raising a shout, attacked it. There 
was no fi^ht an^ where, but slaughter every where : being naked 
and surprised in sleep, they were easily cut to pieces. How- 
ever, those who lay most remote, being roused from their beds, 
and not knowing how or by whom the tumult was occasioned, 
were by their fears directed to flight, and some of them even 
into the midst of the enemy, before they perceived their mistake. 
A great number, flying into the territory of Antiuro, were 
attacked on their straggling march by the inhabitants of that 
city, surrounded and cut off. A like carnage was made of the 
Tuscans in the territory of Veii ; for they were so far frona 
feeling compassion for a city which had been their neighbour 
now near four hundred years, and which had been overpowered 
by a strange and unheard-of enemy, that they made iocuisions 
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tt that very time on the Roman territory ; and, after loading^ 
themselves with booty purposed even to lay siege to Yeii, the 
bulwark, and the last remaining hope of the whole Roman race. 
The-soldA^rs there, who had seen them straggling over the 
country, and also collected in a body, driving the prey befor^ 
them, now perceived their camp pitched at no great distance 
from Veil. At first, their minds were filled with melancholy 
reflections on their own situation ; then with indignation, after- 
ward with rage. "Must their misfortunes,** they said, "be 
mocke^ even by the Etrurians, from whom they had drawn off 
the Gallic war On themselves V Scarce could they curb their 
passions so far as to refrain from attacking them that instant ; 
but, being restrained by Quintus Csedicius, a centurion, whom 
they had appointed their commander, they consented to defer it 
until night. The action which ensued wanted nothing to render 
it equal to the former, except that it was not conducted by a 
' general equal to Camillt!is : in every other respect the course of 
events was the same, and the issue equally fortunate. Not con- 
tent with this blow, but taking as guides; some prisoners who 
had escaped the slaughter, and advancing to Saunas against 
another body of Tuscans, they surprised them on the night fol- 
lowing, slew a still greater number, and then returned to Veii^ 
exalting in their double victory. «^ 

46. Meanwhile, at Rome the siege, in general, was carried oxt \ 
slowly, and both parties lay quiet ; for the attention of the Gauls ' 
was solely employed in preventing any of the enemy escaping 
from betwieen their posts ; when, on a sudden, a Roman youm 
drew on himself the attention and admiration both of his coun- 
trymen and the enemy. There was a sacrifice always solem- 
mzed by the Fabian family at stated times on the Quirinal hill : 
to perform which, Caius Fabius Dorso having come down from 
the capitol, di^ssed in the form called the Gabine cincture, and- 
carrying in his hands the sacred utensils requisite for the cere- 
mony, passed out through the midst of the enemy's posts, with- 
out being moved in the least by any of their calls or threats. 
He proceeded to the Quirinal hill, and» after duly performing 
there the solemn rites, returned by the same way, preserving 
the same firmness in his countenance and gait, confident of the- 
protection of the gods, whose worship even in the fear of death, 
had not power to make him neglect, and came back to his 
firiends in the capitol, while the Gauls were either held motion- 
less with astonishment at his amazing confidence, or moved by- 
considerations of religion, of which that nation is by no. means J 
regardless. X Mcanw&le, those at Veil found not only their 
courage, but their strength also increasing daily. Not only 
ttich of the Romans repaired thither, who, in consequence eithct 
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of tlie defeat in the field, or of the disaster of the en j hetn^ 
taken, had been dispersed in Tarious parU, bm^ yolunteers also 
flowed in from Latium, with *& yiew to share in the spoil ; so 
^t it now seemed hi^h time to attempt the recoyei# of their 
native city, and rescne it oat of the hands of the enemy, ^nt 
this strong body wonted a head : the spot where they stood re- 
minded them of Camillus, a great namber of the soldiers haying 
foaffht with success under his banners and anspicw. Besides, 
Csedicins declared that he wonld not take any part which might 
afford ocbasion, either for god or man, to take away his com- 
mand ; but rather, mindful of his own rank, would himself insist^ 
on the appointment of a ffcneral. With universal consent it was 
resolved that Camillus should be invited from Ardea ; but that 
first the senate at Rome should be consulted ; so carefully did 
they regulate every proceeding by a regard to propriety, and 
chough m circumstances nearly desperate, maintain the distinc- 
tions of the several departments of government. It was neces- 
sary to pass through the enemy's guards, which could not be 
effected without the utmost danger. A spirited ^outh, called 
Pontius Cominius, offered himself for the undertakmg, and sop- 
portlnghimself on pieces of cork, was carried down the stream 
of the Tiber to the city. Trom thence, where the distance fVom 
the bank was shortest, he made his way into the capitol over a 
part of the rock which was very steep and craggy, and, there- 
fore, neglected by the enemy's guanls ; and being conducted to 
the magistrates, delivered the message of the army. Then 
having received a decree of the senate, that Camillas shouhi 
both be recdled from exile in an assembly of the curias, and in- 
stantly nominated dictator by order of the people, and that the 
soldiers should have the general whom they wished, goinff out 
by the same way, he proceeded with his despatches to Veii ; 
from whence deputies were sent to Ardea to Camillus, who 
conducted him to Veii : or else, the law was passed by the 
curians, and he was nominated dictator in his absence ; for I 
am inclined to believe that he did not set out from Ardea until 
he found that this was done, because he could neither chan^^ 
his residence without an order of the people, nor hold the priv- 
ilege of the auspices in the army, until he was nominated 
dictator. ^ ^ 

4T. Thus they were employed at Veii, whil^In the meantime,. 
the citadel and capitol at Rome were in the utmost danger. 
The Gauls either perceived the track of a human foot, where the 
messenger from Veii had passed ; or, from their own observa- 
tion, had remarked the easy ascent at the rock of Carmentis : 
on a moonlight night, therefore, having first sent forward a pef- 
•on unarmed to make trial of the way, handing their aims to 
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tfaoae befone themV when toj difficulty occnznd, itippottiBg uul 
supported in tarns, and drawing each otker up according as hIm 
ground lequured, they climbed ^ the sotDBUt in sack sdeaoe, 
tliat then '^^ ^^'y ^JBcaped the notice of the guards, bst did tiot 
even alarm tbe 4osp, aaiaai. paarticulariy watchful wi^ regard 
to any noiee at nui&t. Tliey were not unpecceived, however, by 
some geeee, which, being ^acced io Juno, the peofiie had ^MUPed, 
even ioutheir present great scarcity of iood ; « circumstaBce to 
which ^y %wed their preaervatioii ; for by the cackling of these 
creatures, and the clapping of tiieir win^ Mascus Manlios was 
roused fronir sleep — a man 4kf distangottiied bharscter in war, 
who had been consul the third year hefoie ; and snatdung up 
his eruos, and at the same time calhag to the test to do the 
same, he h ae tene d to tbe spot : wheie, while some ran about in 
confusion^ he by a stioke with the boss of his ahieWl tumbled 
down a Gaul who had ahewfy ffot footing on the summit ; and 
&is roan's we^^ as he Jell, uuowii^ down those who were 
ne^ he slew several otheia, who, in weir consternation, threw 
away their arms, and caught hold of the rocks, to which they 
chui^. By this time, manjr of theganriaon had assembled at the 
place, who by throwing javelins s»l stones, beat down the ene- 
my, ae that 4ie whole band, unable to keep eidaer their hold or 
footing, weee horied down the precipice in conspicuous ruin. 
The uazm then subsiding, the remainder ^ tbe nttht was given 
to repose, as maeh at loMt as could be enjoyed aSer «och per- 
turbation, when the^daager, though past, bijpi up tbe agitation 
of people's minds. As soon as day appeared, die 9(Miem were 
summoned, by sound of tnuapet, to attend the tribuiies in 
assembly, when due recompense was to bo^ ^lade both to merit 
and demerit. Maidius was first of all cotonnended for the braveiy 
winch he had disf^ayed, and, was presented with gifts, not only 
by the military tribunes, but by the soldien uniTeisally; for 
every one earned to his house, which was in the citadel, a con- 
tribution of half a pound of com and half a pint of wine — a 
{uresent which appears trifling in the relation, yet die scarcity 
which prevailed rendered it a very strong proof of esteem, since 
eacb roan contribi^ed, in honour of a paiticalar person, a portion 
subtracted fi»m hia necessary supplies. Those who had been 
on guaid at the place where the enemy climbed up unobserved 
were now cited ; and though ^^ntus Salpichis, military trib- 
une, had declared that he would punish ev^ry man according to 
the rules of military discipline, yet being deterred by tbe unani- 
naous remonstnnces of the soMiei^ who threw all the blame on 
one particular man of the guard, he spared the rest. The one ^ 
who was manifestly guilty, he, with the approbation of all, threw 
down £rom the rock. From this time forth the guards on botii 
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aides beeani« more vigilaiit : on the side of the Gaols, becanae'a 
rumour spread that messengers passed between Veii and Rome ; 
and on that of the Romans, fVom their recollection of the danger - 
to which they had been exposed in the night. 

48. But beyond all the evils of the war and the siege, famine 
distressed both armies. To which was added on the side of the 
€rauls a pestilential disorder, occasioned by their lying encamped 
in low ground surrounded by hills, which, besides having been 
heated by the burning of the buildings, and filled with exhala- 
tions, when the wind rose ever so little, sent up not only ashes 
but embers. These inconveniences, that nation, of all others, is 
the worst qualified to endure, as being accustomed to cold and 
moisture. In a word, they suffered so severely from tjie heat 
and suffocation, that they died in great numbers, dis<Mders 
spreading as among a herd of cattle! And now growing weary 
of the trouble of burying separately, they gathered the bodies in 
heaps promiscuously, and bdrnl them, and this rendered the 
place remarkable by the name of the Grallic piles. A truce was 
now made with -the Romans, and conferences held with per- 
ffliraion of the commanders ; in which, when the Gauls fire« 
quently made mention of the famine to which the former were 
reduced, and thence inferred the necessity of their surrendering, 
it 'is said, that in order to remove this opinion, bread was thrown 
from the capitol into their advanced posts, though the famine 
could scarcely be dissembled or endured any loncer. But while 
the dictator was employed in person, in levying forces at Ardea, 
in sending his master of the horse, Lucius Valerius, to brinff up' 
the troops from Veii, and in making such iveparations and ar- 
rangements as would enable him to attack toe enemy on equal 
terms, the garrison of the capitol was worn down with the 
fatigue of guards and watches. They had hitherto stood 
superior to all evils, yet famine was one which nature would 
not allow to be overcome, so that looking out day after day for 
some assistance from the dictator, and at last, not only pro- 
visions, but hope failii^, their arms, in the course of relievii^ 
the guards, at the same time almost weighing down their feeble 
bodies, they insisted that either a surrender mould be made, or 
the enemy bought off on such terms as could be obtained ; for 
the Gauls had given plain intimations that for a small com- 
pensation they might be induced to relinquish the siege. The 
senate then met, and the military tribunes were commissioned 
to conclude a capitulation. The buainess was afterward 
managed in a conference between Quintus Sulpicius, a militaxy 
tribuiie, and Brennus, the chieftain of the Gauls, and a thouswd 
pjMSds weight of gold * was fixed as the ransom of that people. 
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%ko wem alUrwud to be Om nilfln of tiio worid. To a 
tzmnsaction so veiy humilutiog in itaelf inaciH wub added. 
Fake wei^ta were btougfat bf llie Gaula, and on the lanbone 
objectii^ u> thfijD, tba insolent Gaul threw in hia awotd in ad- 
dition to the weigfa^ and waa heaid to uttaf an ox|>ie8Bion j&. 
tolerable to Roman ears, " Wo to the Tanqniahed.*' ■ ^ 

4^9, But both god0 and men stood forth to pterent the Ro- 
mana liriag under the dtsgiace of being lanaomed : for, Tciy 
fortunately, before the abominable payment was completed, tlie 
whole quantity of gold beiog not yet weighed in consequence of 
the altercation, the dictator came up lo the apot^ oideied the 
gold to be carried away from thence, and the G«nis to clear the 
place. And when they made opposition, and insisted on the 
agreement, he affirmed that such an agreement- eould have no 
Taliditv, being made after he had been created dictator, without 
hia order, by a qaagistrate of aobordinate authority ; and he gave 
xiotice to the GauU to prepare for battle. Hia own men he or- 
dered to throw their baggage in a heap^ to get ready their arms, 
mod to recover their country with steel, not with gold ; havinff 
before their tyw the tempiea of the goda, their wives and 
children, the site of their native city aisfignred with rubbish 
through the calamities of war, and every object which they were 
bound by the strongest duties to defend, to recover, add to re- 
venge. He then £ew up his forces for battle, ta far as the 
nature of the ground would allow, on the aite of; the half- 
demolished city, which was in itself natnrally nneven, having 
made every previoua arrangement and preparation which could 
be Buggested by knowledge in war, to seeura- all ■ poasii)le ad- 
vantages to himself. The Gauls, alarmed st: this unexpected 
event, took up arms, and with more rage than. conduct rushed 
on the Romans. Fortune had now clwng^d sides ; and both 
divine favour and human wisdom aided the Roman cause. At 
the first onset, therefore, the Grauls were put to the route with 
no greater difficulty than they had themselves found when thev 
gained the victory at the AUia. They were afterward defeated^ 
under the conduct and auapioea of the aame Camillus, in a. mora 
regular engagement at the eighth atone on the Gabine road^ 
where they rallied after their flight. Here the slauehter waa 
immense ; their camp waa taken, and not even a single person 
left to cany the news of the defeat. The dictator, haviiw thua 
recovered his country from the enemy, returned in triumph,, and 
among the rou^h jokes which the soldiers throw out oa such 
occasions, received the appellations of a Romulus, a second 
founder of the city^praises certainly not unmerited. Hia eeun- 
tiy thus saved by arms, be evidently aaved it a second time m 
peace, when he hindered the people firom removing toTeii, b 
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8olk€me preraed by the triboneswitfa greater eunesf ness afldr 
the boTBing of the citj, wad which the commons, or themseWes 
were then more inclined to pursue ; and for that reason he did 
not resign the dictatorship immediately after his triempfa, beings 
entreated by the senate not to leave the commonwealth in that 
unsettled state. 

60. The first business which he laid before^ the senate was 
that which respected the iinmorta) gods ; for he was remarkabljr 
attentive to aU matters in which reliffioD was concerned. Hs 
Drocored a decree of senate, that " aS the temples JmTing been 
m possession of the eAemy should be restored, their bounds 
traced, and expiaticm 'made for diem, and that the form of ex- 
piation should be sought in the books by the duuraTirs. That 
a league -of hospitality should be formed by pubHc authority with 
the people «f G»re, because they had afforded a reception to the 
sacied utensils, and to the priests of the Roman people ; and 
because to the kindness of that nation it was owmg that the 
worship «f the immortal gods had not been intermitted ; that 
Capitoline games should be exhibited m honour of Jupiter, 
soj^emely good and great, for having, in time of danger, pro- 
tected his own mansion and the citadel of Rome ; and that a 
certain number of citizens, for the due perfoniiance thereof, 
ehooid be inoorperated by the dictator, out of these who resided 
in the capitel and fort." Mention was also introduced of ex- 
piating the Toice which had been heard by ni||ht, giving notice 
of the calamity before the Grallie war, and which md been neg- 
lected; and an order was made that a temple should be erectmi 
to A(hs Locutius, in Ihe new street. The gold which had been 
rescued from the Gaols, and also what had been, during the 
huny of the alarm, carried from the other temples into tfa« recess 
of Jupiter's temple, was altogether judged to be sacred, and or- 
tiered to be deposited under the throne of Jupiter, because no 
«ne could recoUec^ to what teriiples it ought to be returned. 
The sUte had before this manifested a high regard to religion, 
in aooejptiBg a contribution of gold from the matrons, when the 
•public fund was fisund insufficient to make up the sum stipulated 
to rbe ^paid to the Gauls, rather than meddle with the sacred 
geld. To the natians public thanks were given, and also the 
piivilQ^ of having funeral orations deliveied in honour of them 
on their death, the same as on that of the men. When he had 
finished such busiaoss as rDspeeted the gods, and such as could 
be detenmined by the authority of the senate, and as the tribunes 
never ceased teasing tbe commons in their harancues to abandon 
the ruins, and remove to Veii, a ciw ready for their reception ; 
being attended by the whole body of the «eoate. he mounted the 
tribunal and spsdie to this ibSkfti :«- 
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51. "Romans, so strong is my aversion from holding eon- 
tentions with the tribunes of the people, that white I reskled at 
Aidea, I had no other consolation in my melancholy exile than 
that I was at a distance from such contests ; and, on account 
of these, I was folly determined never to return, even though 
you should recall me by a decree of senate and order of the 
people. Nor was it any change of my sentiments which induced 
me now to revisit Rome, but the situation of your affairs : for 
the point in question was, not whether I should reside in my na^ 
tive land, but whether that land (if I may so express myself) 
should keep in its own established seat 1 And on the present 
occasion most willingly would I remain silent, did not this 
struggle also affect the essential interests of my country ; to be 
tranting to which, as long as life remains, were base in others, 
in Camillus infamous: for to what purpose have- we laboured 
its recovery! Why have we rescued it out of the hands of the 
• enemy 1 After it has been recovered, shall we voluntarily de* 
sert it? Notwithstanding that the capitol and citadel continued 
to be held and inhabited by the gods and the natives of Rome, 
even when the Grauls were victorious,' and in possession of the 
whole city ; notwithstanding that the Romans are now the 
victors ; shall that capitol and eitadel be. abandoned with all the 
rest, and our prosperity become the cause of greater desolation 
than our adversity wasi In truth, if we had no religious insti- 
tutions which were founded together with the city, ami regiMarly 
handed down from one generation to another ; yet the- divine 
power has been so manifestly displayed at this time in favour of 
the Roman affairs, that I should think all disposition to be 
negligent in paying duo honour to the gods effectually removed 
^om the minds of men : for, take a review of the transactions 
of these latter years in order — ^prosperous and adverse — you 
will find that in every instance prosperity constantly attended 
tubmission to the immortals, and adversity the neglect of them. 
To begin with the war of Veil : for what a number of years, and 
with what an immensity of labour, was it>;arried on 1 Yet it 
could not be brought to a conclusion nntU, in obedience to the 
admonition of the gods, the water was discharged from the Al- 
ban lake. Consider, did this unparalleled train of misfortunes, 
which ruined our city, commence until the voice sent from 
heaven, concerning the approach of the Gauls, had been dis- 
regarded, until the laws of nations had been violated by our am- 
bassadors ; and until we, with the same indifference towards the 
deities, passed over that crime which we were bound to punish ? 
Vanquished, therefore, made captives, and ransomed, we have 
suffered such punishments at the hands of gods and men, as 
lendsr us a warning to the whole world. After this, our mia- 



fortunes •gain reminded ui of our du^ to the heavens. We fled 
Ua refuge into the capitol, to the mansion of Jupiter, supremely 
good and great. The sacred utensils, amidst the ruin of our own 
properties, we partly concealed in the earth, partly conveyed out 
of the enemy's si^t, to the neighbouring cities. Abandoned by 
gods and men, yet we4id not intermit uie sacred worship. Tho 
conaequence was, they restored us to our country, to victory, 
and to our former renowa in war, which we had forfeited ; anOy 
on the heads of the enemy, who, blinded by avarice,, bro)(e tb* 
faith of a treaty in resoect to the weight of the gold, they tamed 
dismay, and flight, and slsughter. 

52. " When you redect on these strong instances of tbe 
powerful efiects produced on th^ afiairs of men by their eithef 
honouring or neglecting the deity, do you not perceive, Romana, 
what an act of impiety we are about to perpetrato ; even in tbt 
very moment of emerging (rom the wreck and ruin which fol- 
lowed our former misconduct 1 We are in possession of a city 
built under the direction of auspiees and augiuies, in which those 
is not a spot but \m full of gods and religious rites. The days 
of the anniversary sacrifices are not more precisely stated than 
are the places where they are to be performed. All these gods, 
both public and private, do you intend, Romans^ to forsake ? 
What similitude does your conduct bear to that^ which lately, 
during the aiege, was beheld with no less admiration by the 
enemy than by yourselves, in that excellent youth Cains Fabiu|^ 
when he went down from the citadel through the midst of Gallic 
weapons, and performed on the Quirinal hill the anniversary 
rites pertaining to the Fabian family 1 Is it your opinion that 
th^ religious performances of particular familiea should not be 
intermitted, though war obstruct, but that tho public rites and 
the Roman gods should be forsaken even in time of peace ; and 
that the pontiffs and flamens should be more negligent of those 
rites of religion than was a private person ? Some perhaps may 
say, we wiU perform these at Veii ; we will send, our priests 
thither for that purpose : but this cannot be done without an in- 
fringement of tlie established forms. £ven in the case of the . 
feast of Jupiter, (not to enumerate all the several gods, and all 
the different kinds of sacred rites,) can the ceremonies of the 
lectisternium be perfonned in any other place than the capitol 1 
What shall I say of the eteitMl fire of Vesta, and of the statue, 
that pledge of empire which is kept under the safeguard of her 
temple 1 What, O Mars Gradivus, and thou. Father Quirinua, 
of thy aacilial* Is it right that those sacred things, coeval 

* AntOey a shield, aapposed to be of the god Mara, aaid to liave Ml«« 
ROES heaven in ths reign of Numa. It was rapoaited in the sanctnary 
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wilb tbe oily, tifty, 8001* of them move tDciont than the city 
iUelf, should aU be abandoned to profanation 1 Now, obaorre 
the difieience between ns and our anceaton. They handed 
down to ua certain sacred ritea to be performed on the Alban, 
and on the lAvinian mounta. Was it then deemed not offen- 
aiTO to the ^a that auch ritee ahoold b6 brought to Rome, and 
from the cities of oar enemiea ; and shall we, without impiety, 
remove them from hence to an enemy'a city, Veii! Recollect, 
I beseech you, how often sacred ritea are perfonned anew, be- 
caase some particular ceremony of our country haa been omitted 
through negligence or accident. In a late inata&ce, what other 
matter, after me prodigy -of the Alban lake, proved a remedy for 
the distresses brought on the commonwealth by the war of Veii, 
but the repetition of them, and the renewal of tbe auspices 1 
Bat besides, aa if zealoualy attached to religioaa inatitutiona, 
we have brought not only foreign deitiea to Rome, but have 
eatablished new ones. It waa but the other day that imperial 
Juno waa removed hither from Veil ; and with what a crowded 
attendance was her dedication on the Avantine celebrated! 
And how greatly was it distinguished by the extraordinary zeil 
of the matrona f We have paased an order for the erecting of 
a temple to Aiua Locotiua, in the. new atreet, eat of regaM to 
the heavenly voice which waa heard there. To onr other so- 
lemnities we have added Capitoline gamea, and have, by direc- 
tion of the senate, founded « new college for the perfomumce 
thereof. Where was thero occasion for any of these institutions, 
if we were to abandon the city at tbe same time with the Gaala ; 
if it was against our will that we resided in the capitol for the 
many months that the neap continued ; if it waa through a mo- 
tive of fear that we aurored ourselves to be confined there by 
the enemy ? Hitherto we have spoken of the aacred ritea and 
the temples, what are we now to aay of the prieata 1 Does it 
not occur to you, what a degree of proOanenesii would- be com- 
mitted with respect to themi For the vestala have but that 
one residence, from which nothing ever disturbed them, except 
the capture of the city. It is deemed impious if the Flamen 
Bialis remain one night out of the city. Do you intend to make 
them Veientian priests instead of Roman 1 And, O Vesta, shall 
thy virgins forsake thee ? And shall the flamen, by foreign rea- 
idence, draw every night on himself and the commonwealth ao 
great a load of guilt T What shall we aay of other kinda of 
business which we necessarily transact under auapices, and 

and kept with great care hjthe priests of Mars, called Balii. Being 
considered as a symbol of the perpetiud duration of the empire; to pre. 
vent lis bein^ stolen, eleven others were inade exactly reseubiinf il^ 
and laid up with it. 
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«hQ0rt«Hiivitfak^PMMnam1 T6 Yi4i«t «Mi9Jdti, or to 'Mtet 
ne^^bct, M« we to oodm^b them ? l%e aesemblies of tiio corns, 
which b«ye the legolatioti of wiiitai^^ afiam, the oeeemUies of 
the ceotoriM, in vhiek yoa Meet coMoia ond mHitaiy tribniMO ; 
where can tbaf he hdd under aoapiees, esoept in the aeeoo- 
tofoed pUeel Shall we tionafer these to Veu! Or shall the 
people, in evier to hold tbahr meotiogs, lawfii^ crowd togellier 
here, with so treat inooovenienoe, mA into a city deserted by 
gods and dmiiT 

63. ^ Bat it is tvged ^lat the ease itself compels os to learo 
a city desobted by ft» and min, and remove to Vcti, where 
OTcry thing is entire, and not to distress the needy commons hy 
building here. Now, I think, Romans, it must be erident to 
most of you, though i sl^outd not say a word on the subject, 
tiiat ia but a pretext held out to serre s purpose, and not the 
teal motive': tor yon remember that this scheme of our remov- 
ing to Veii waa affitated before th^ coming of the Gauls, when 
the buildings, bo& piAflie end prrrate, were unhurt, and when 
' the city stood in safety. Observe, then, tribunes, the difference 
between my way of thinking ^and yours. You are of opinion, 
that oven though it were not advisable to remove at that time^ 
yet it i» plainly expedient now. On the contrary, and be not 
Borpriaed at what I say until you hear my reasons, even allowing 
that it had been advissMe so to do, when the whole city was in 
a state of safety, i would not vote for leaving these rums now. 
At that time, removing into a captured city from a victory ob- 
tained, had been a cause glorious to tis and our posterity ; but 
now, it would be wretched and dishonourable to us, while it 
would he glerioas to the Grauls : for we shall appear not to have 
left our country in consequence of our successes, but from be- 
ing vanstiished ; and by the flight at the Allia, the capture of the 
city, and the blockade of the capitol, to have been obliged to 
foraake our dwelling, and fly from a place which we had not 
strength to defend. And have the Gauls been able to demolish 
Rome, and ahall the Komans be deemed unable to restore it ? 
What remains, then, but that yon allow them to come with new 
fbroea, for it is certain they have nutnbers scarcely credible, 
and make it thehr choice to dwell in this city, once captured by 
them, and now forsaken by you 1 What would you think, if, 
not the Gauls, but your old enemies the JEquans or Yolacians, 
should form the design of removing to Rome ? Would you be 
wiHing that they should become Romans, and you Veientiansl 
Or would you that this should be either a desert in your pos- 
session, or a city in that of the enemy ! Any thing more im* 
pious I really cannot conceive. Is it out of aversion from the 
trouble of rebuilding that you are ready to incur such guilt and 
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MeB dM^gncel Sapposing that there couM not be erected a 
better or mere ample stracture tbao that cotta^re of our founds, 
were it not more deainble to dwell in cottages, after the mati- 
lier of shepherds and rustics, 4n die midst of your sacred 
places and toteiar deities^ than to- hare the commonwealth go 
Bito exile ? Our forefathers, a body of uncivilized strangers, 
when there wae nothing in these places hot woods and marshes, 
erected a city in a very short time. Do we, though we have 
tiie capitot and citadel safe, and the temples of the gods stand- 
ing, think it too great a labour to rebuild one that baa been 
lyumt ? What each particular man would hare dione, if his 
iMKise had been destroyed by fire, should the whole of us refuse, 
in the case of a general conflagration? 

54. ** Let me ask you, if, though some ill design or accident, 
« fire should break out at Veii, and the flames being spread by 
the wind, as might be the ease, should consume a great part or 
the ci^ ; muet we seek Fidenee, or Gabii, or some other city, to 
remove tel Has our native soil so slight a hold of our aiSec-' 
tiona ; and this earth, which we call our motherl Or does our 
love for our country extend n» farther than the surface, and the 
tioaA)er of the houses ? I assure you, for I will confess it readfly, 
that during the time of my absence, (w^ich I am less willing to 
recollect, as the effect ef ill treatment from you, than of my own 
hard fortune,) as often as my country came into my mind, every 
one of these circumstances occurred tu me ; the hilts, the plains^ 
Ae Tiber, the ihce of the country to which my eyes had been 
Accustomed, and the sk^, under which I had been bom and 
educated ; and it is my wish, Romans, that these may now engage 
you, by the ties of fefliection, to remain to yeur own established 
•ettlements, rather than hereafter prove the cause of vour pining 
sway in anxious regret at having left them. Not without good 
neason did gods and men select this spot for the building of 
^Rome, where are most healthftil hills, a commodious river, whose 
fltream brings down the produce of the interior countries, while . 
k opens a passage for foreign commerce ; the sea, so near as to 
«D8wer every purpose of convenience, yet at such a distance as 
not to expose it to danger from the fleet.s of foreigners ; and in 
the centre of the regions of Italy, a situation singrularly adapted 
by its nature to promote the increase of a ci^. Of this, the very 
size, as it was, mufet be held a demonstration. Romans, this 
present year is the three hundred and sixty-fifth of the city ; 
during so long a time you have been engaged in war, in the 
laidst of nations of the oldest standing : yet, not to mention 
KBffle nations, neither the .£quans in conjunction with tfitf 
Vclseians, who possees so many and so strong towns, nor th«r 
whole body of Etmria, possessed of such extensite power Ibf 



871 UTT. 

land and sea, and occnpyingp the whole breadth of Italy, ftam 
one sea to the other, have shown themselves equal to you ia 
war. This being the case* where can be the wisdom in making 
trial of a change, when, thoagh your valour might accompany 
you in your removal to another place, the fortune ot this spot 
could not certainly be transferred ? Here is the capitol, wbere 
a human head beinff formerly found, it was foretold that in that 
spot should be the head of Uie world, and the seat of sovereign 
empire. Here, when the capitol was to be cleared by the rites 
of auguiy, Juventas and Terminus, to the very great joy of our 
fathers, suffered not themselves to be moved. Here is the fire 
of Vesta, here the aocilia sent down from heaven, here all the 
gods, and they, too, propitious to your stay.^* Camillus is said to 
have affected them much by other parts of his discourse, but 
particularly by that which related to religious matters. But stiU 
the affair remained in suspense, until an accidental expression, 
seasonably uttered, determined it.: for in a short time after this, 
the senate sitting on this business in the Curia Hostilia, it hap- 
pened that some cohorts, returning from relieving the giianb, 
passed through ihe forum in their march, when a centurion in 
the comitium called out, " Standard-bearer, fix your sUndanL 
It is best for us to stay here." On bearing which expression, 
the senate, coming forth from the Curia, called out with one 
voice, that " they embraced the omen ;" and the surrounding 
crowd of commons joined their approbation. The proposed law 
being then rejected, they set about rebuilding the city in all parts 
at once. Tiles were supplied at the public expense, and liberty 
granted to hew stones and fell timber, wherever each person 
chose, security being taken for their completing the edifices 
within the year. Their haste took away all attention to the 
regulation of the g;>urse of the streets : for, setting aside all re- 
gard to distinction of property, they built onimy spot which ther 
found vacant : and that is the reason that the old sewers, which 
at first were, conducted under the public streets, -do now,, in many 
places, pass under private houses, and that thevform of the city 
appears as if force alone had directed the distribution of the lots. 



BOOK VI. 



Chap. 1. In the five preceding books I have exhibited a view of 
the affairs of the Romans, from the building of the city of Rome 
until its capture [A.U.C. 366, B.C. 387] under the government, 
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£a«t, of kings, then of consuls and dictators, decemyirs, and 
eonsular tribunes : their foreign wars, and domestic dissensions : 
■Mktters inrolved in obscorily, not only by reason of their great 
Antiquity, like objects placed at such a distance as to be scarcely 
^iicernible by the eye ; but also because that, in those times, 
tb« us<»of letterft, the oidy faithful guardian of ^he memory of 
e-rents, was very rue. And besides, whatever information might 
have been contained in the commentaries of the pontifis, and 
other puUic or private records, it was almost entirely lost in the 
burning of the city. Henceforward, from the second origin of 
Rome, from whence, as from its r<K>t, receiving new Efe, it 
sprung np with redoubled health and vigour, I shall be able to 
give tbe relation of its ^fihirs, both civil and military, with more 
corneas and certainty. Now, aAer its restoration, it leaned ' 
still, for principal support, on the same instrument which had 
raised it from ruin, Murcus Furius Camillos. Nor did the 
people suffer him to lay aside the dictatoiship before the end of, 
that year. It was judged improper that the tribunes, during 
whose administration the city had been taken, should preside at 
the elections for the year ensuing, and an interregnum was re- 
aolved on. While the public were kept diligently employed in 
repairing the city, Quintus Fabius, as soon as he went out of 
o^ce, had a prosecution instituted against him by .Caius Mar- 
cius, a tribune of the commons, for having, while in the character 
of ambassador, contrary to the law of nations, acted in arms 
against the Gauls, with whom be had been sent as a minister to 
negotiate : he escaped standing his trial l^y a death so oppor> 
tune, that most people believed it voluntary. The interregnum 
commenced. Publios Cornelius Scipio was interrex : and 
after him Marcus Furius Camillus» % second time. [A. U. C. 
366, B. C. 386.] He elected mflitary tribunes with oonsulai 
power, Lucius Valerius Poplicola,,a second time, Lucius Yir- 
ginius, Publius Cornelius, Aiilus Manlius, Lucius ^milius, and 
Lucius Postumius. These, entering on office immediately on 
the conclusion of the interregnum, consulted the senate. on no 
other business previous to that which related to religion. They 
ordered, in ihe first place, that a collection should be made of 
the treaties and laws which could be found. The latter con- 
sisted of the twelve tables, and some laws enacted by the kings. 
Some of these were publicly promulgated ; but such as related 
to religious matters were kept seoret, chiefly through means of 
the pontiflb, that they might hold the minds of the multitude in 
bondage. They next turned their deliberation to ttose daya 
which were to be accounted displeasing to the gods ; and the 
fifteenth day of the calends of Avgust was distin^ished by ah 
order, that on that unfortunate day no public or private, business 
LIV. VOL. I. — ^2i 
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whatever should be traneacted : it was deemed doublv unfor- 
tunate : for on that day the Fabii were slain at Gremera : and 
afterward, on the same day, the fatal battle of Allia, which 
effected the destruction of the city, was fought : from the latter 
disaster it was denominated the Allian day. Some are of 
opinion that, becai]^se, on the day following the ides of July, 
Sulpicius, when military tribune, had neglected to perform the 
rites of the augury, and, without beiilg assured of the favour of 
the gods, had on the third day after exposed the Roman army 
to the enemy, it was ordained that ,the days following the 
calends and the^ nones should also be accounted equally in- 
auspicious. 

2. But it was not lonff allowed them te consult in quiet on 
the means of raisins up Uie city, after such a grievous fall. On 
one side, their old enemy, the Volscians, h»A. taken arms, re- 
solved to extinguish the Roman name ; and, on the other, ac- 
cording to intelligence received fiom certain traders, a conspiracy 
of the leading men, from all the several states of Etruria. had 
been formed at the temple of Voltumna, for the purpose of com- 
mencing hostilities. To which was added a new cause of 
apprehension, by the defection of the Latinos and Hemictans, 
who, ever since the battle fought at the lake Regillus, during 
the course of near a hundred years, had continued in friendship 
with the Roman people, without oTer giving reason to doubt 
their fidelity. Wherefore, when stich alsrms started up on 
every side, and all men plainly perceived that the Roman name 
was not only loaded with hatred among their enemies, but also 
with contempt among their allies, it was determined that the de- 
fence of the commonwealth should be conducted by the same 
auspices which had effected its recovery, and that Marcus Fhrius 
Camillus should be nominated dictator. On being invested with 
that office, he appointed Caius Servillius Ahala master of the 
horse ; and, proclaiming a cessation of civil business, made a 
levy of the younger citizens, at the same time administering the 
oath of obedience to such of the elders also as retained any con- 
siderable degree of strength, and enrolling them among the 
troops. The army, thus enlisted and armed, he divided into 
three parts ; one division he opposed to the Etrurians, in the 
Veientian territories ; another he ordered to encamp near the 
city ; the latter were commanded by Aulus Manlius, military 
tribune ; those who were sent against the Etrurians, by Lucius 
JCmilius. The third division he led in person^ against the Vol- 
scians, and prepared to assault their camp at a place called 
Admarcium, near Lanuvium. Their inducement to begin this 
war was, a belief that almost (be whole Roman youth were cut 
off by the Gauls ; nevertheless, on hearing that the command 
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was given to GamiUut, they weie Btruck. with such tenor that 
they fenced themselTes with a rampart, which they farther 
eecured with trees piled on each other, that the enemy might 
find no passrby which they-Ksoold enter the works. As soon as 
Camillus saw the natiire of this defence, he ordered it to be set 
on fire : a high wind blowing at the time towards the enemy, the 
flames quick^ opened a passage, which, together with the heat, 
the smoke, and the cracking of the green timber in burning, 
filled them wtth.sach consternation, that the Ronians found less 
difficulty in climbing over tiie rampart into the Volscian camp 
than they had met in making their way across the fence, after it 
was consumed by the flames. The enemy being rooted and put 
to the sword, the dictator, aa ho had taken the camp by assault, 
gave the spoil to the soldiers ; a present the more acceptable to 
them, the less hopes- they had conceived of it, from a com- 
mander by no means inclined to profuse generosity. Proceed- 
ing then in pursuit of those who fled, by entirely wasting every 
part of their lands, he at length, in the seventieth year, reduced 
the Volscians to submission. After subduing the Volscians, he 
marched against the ^quans, who likewise had begun hostili- 
ties, surpived their «rmy at Bote, and, having attacked not 
only their camp, but their city also, carried -bodi at the first 
onset. 

3. While such fortune attended the operations on that side 

where Camillus, the life of the Roman amiin, was employed, a 

violent alarm had fallen on another quarter : for the Etrurians, 

. having taken arms with almost their entke force, laid siege to 

Sutrium, a place in alliance with \he Roman people, whose am- 



bassadors, having applied to the senate, imploring aid in their 
distress, obtained a decree that the dictator should, as soon as 
possible, cany assistance to the Sutrians. But the circum- 
stances of the besieged not permitting them to wait the issue of 
their hopes from tfauit quarter, the townsmen being quite spent 
with labour, watching, and wounds, which, throu^ the smsll- 
ness of their number, fell continually on the same persons, they 
gave up the city to the enemy by capitulation ; and, b^ing dis- 
charged without arms, with only a single garment each, were 
leaving their habitations in a miserable train, whra, at the very 
rancture, Camillus happened to come up at the head of the 
Roman army. The mournful crowd prostrated themselves at 
his feet, and their leaders addressed him in a speech dictated by 
extreme necessity, and seeonded by the lamentations of tho wo- 
men and children, who were dragged into exile with them : on 
which he bade the Sutrians cease their lamentations, for he was 
«ome ** to turn mourning and tears to the side of the Etrurians." 
He then ordered the baggage to be deposited, the Sutrians to 



remmin there with a amaU gcMid, which he WA, and tiie eoldien 
to follow him in arms : ilStn, advanciiMr t» Sathum, with Us 
troops freed from uicambiiBice, hefeun^ as he expected, every 
thing in disorder, the usual conseqtienee of snceess ; no ad- 
vanced guud before the waUs, the gates open, and the con- 
querors disperMd, carrying out the booty from the hoases of 
their enemies ; Sotrinm, therefore, was taken a seeond time on 
the same day. The Etrurians, lately t^ctorioos, were eut to 
pieces in every quarter by this new enemy ; nQr was time given 
them to assemble together and form a b<^, or even to take up 
arms. They then piished hasttly^ toward the gates, in order, if 
possible, to throw themselves out into the fields,^ when they 
found them shut, for such had been the dictator's order at tl^ 
beginning. On this, some took arms ; others, who happened to 
be in arms before the tumult began, called their friends together 
to make battle, and a warm engagement would have been 
kindled by the despair of the enem^, had net enen been sent 
through every pari^f the city, with orders to proclaim that 
^ they should lay down Uieir arms ; that the unarmed should be 
• spaied, and no injury done to any but those who made oppo- 
sition." On whieh, even these who had been most resolutely 
bent on fij^fating, when their situation was desperate, now that 
hopes of iife were given, threw down their arms, and sur- 
Mndered tbemselsee to the enemy ; the safest method in their 
present circumstances. Their number being very great, they 
were divided under several guards ; and the town was, before 
night, restored to the Sutrians uninjured, because it had not 
b^n taken by force, but had surrendered on terms. 

4. Oamillus retvvned to the city in triumph, crowned at once 
with conquest over three different enemies. By far tiie greater 
part of the prisoners, led before his chariot, were £trurians ; and 
these, being sold by auction, aueh a vast sum of money was 
brought into the treasury, that after payment of the price of 
their gohi Ao the matrons, there were three golden bowls made 
out of the ewplus, which being inscribed widi the name of 
Camillosv lay befoee the burning of the «apito], as we are well 
informed, in the recess of Jupiter's temple, at Juno's feet. In 
that year, snch of the Yeientians, Capenatians, and FaUseians, 
as had during the wars with those nations come over to the 
Romans/ were admitted meodiers of the state, and lands were 
assigned to Iheae new eitizens. These were also reoalled by 
decree of senate from Veti, who, to avoid the trouble of build- 
iog at Rome, had betaken themselves thither, and seized on the 
vacant houses. This produced only murmura, and they disre- 
garded the order : but afterward, a certain d«y being iized, and 
eapital puniahment denounced against those who dm not return 
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to 'Rome, refnctoiy u the whole had been, each particular per- 
son was reduced to obedience through fear for his own safety. 
And now Rome increased, not only in number of inhabitants, 
but in buildings, which rose up at the same time in every part, 
fts the state gave assistance in the expenses, the 'odiles pressed 
forward ihc work, as if a . public one ; and private persons of 
themselves, incited by their feeling of the want of accommo* 
dations, hastened to'rfiniish it ; so that within the year a new 
city was erected. On the year" being ehded an election was 
held of military tribune^ with consular power. [A. U. C. 367, 
B. C. 385.] Those elected were Titus Quintius Cincinnatus, 
Quintus Serv^us Fidenas, a fifth time, Lucius Julius lulus, ^ 
Lucius Aquillbs Corvus, Lucius Lucretius Tricipitanus, and 
Servius Sulpieious Rufus. They led one army against the 
^quans, not to wage war, for Uiat people acknowledged them- 
selves conquered, but in the warmth of animosity to Uy waste 
their couBtry,'^that they might not have strength for any new en- 
terprises ; and another into the territory of Tarquinii. Here 
Cortuosa and Contenebra, towns belonging to the Etrurians, 
were taken by storm and demolished. At Cortuosa there was 
-no contest : attackfng it by surprise, they took it at the first on- 
set : the town was then plundered and burnt. Contenebra 
aottaincd a siOM fat a few days, and it was poiitinual labour, 
mtermitted neither by night nor by day, which subdued the 
townsmen ; for the. Roman army being divided into six parts, 
each division maintained the fight for one hour in six in rotation, 
whereas the smallness of their number exposed tho same towns- 
men always, fatigued as they were, to a contest with an enemy 
who wo-e continually relieved. They save way at length, and 
tnade room for the Romans to enter the city. It was agreed 
between the tribunes that the spoil should be converted to the 
use of the public ; but the order not being issued in time, dur- 
ing the delay the soldiers possessed themselves of the spoil, 
which could not be taken from them without occasioning general 
discontent. In the same year, that the additions to the city 
should not consist of private buildings only, the lower parts of 
thd capitel were rebuilt with hewn stone : a votk deserving no- 
tice, even amidst the present magnificence of the city. 

6. And now, while the citizens were busily employed in 
building, the tr3>une8 of the commons endeavoured to draw 
crowds to their harangues by proposals of agrarian laws. The 
Pomptine territory was held out as a lure to their hopes, as the 
possession of it was then, by the reduction of the Volscian 
power by Camillus, perfectly secure, which had not been the 
ease before. They laid heavy charges, that " that territory w^s 
much more grievously oppiessed by the nobility than it had been 
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by the Volflciaiis; for the Utter had only inade ineanions i 
it, at such times aa they bad arms «nd strength ; whereas < 
tain persons of the nobility forcibly usurped possession of laiid« 
which was the property of the public ; nor, unless there weise « 
division of it now made, would there be any room left for the 
commons." They made no great impression on the comaMBW, 
who wexe so intent on building, that they did not much f reggq it 
the forum ; and besides, were so exhausted by their ezpensos 
in that way> that they were careless about Und« which they had 
not abilities to improve. The state having, ever been strong^ 
affected wi^ lelisioos impressions, and even those n( the first 
rank having, at that time, in consequence of tite late niialbr- 
tunes, become superstitious, the government was changed to tax 
interregnum, in order that the auspices might be taken aaew. 
There were interre^es in succession, Marcus Manlius CapiCo- 
linua, Servius Sulpicius Camorinus, and Lucius VslsEias P«- 
titus. [A. U. C. 968, B. C. 384.] The laat held, at leBgU^ en 
election of military tribunes with eonsular power; and i|i- 
pointed Lucius Papirius, Caius Cornelius, Caius Sergio*, Lu- 
cius iEmiltus, a second time, Lucius Meneniu% mi Lociiis 
Valerius Poplicola, a third time. These entered into office in- 
. mediately on the expiration of the interre^^m. In that year 
the temple of Mais, vowed during the GaUtc war» was dedicated 
by Titus Quintius, one of the duumvirs appiMnced fiw the pe»- 
formance of religious rites. Fpur new tuifia were (oaaBdmi 
the ^ew citizens, the Stellatine, the Tromentine, the ^sbaUas, 
and the Namian, which made up the nun^ber of twenty^fivie 
tribes. 

6. I^ucius Sicinius, plebeian tribune, pressed the busittess of 
the Pomptine l^nds in the assemblies of the people, who now 
attended in greater numbers, and were also ttoss easfly led to 
wish for land than formerly. Mention w^ iotrodueed in the 
senate of declaring war against the Latines and HemiciaBs, bvt 
that business was postpoiwd by their attention being called to n 
more important war, Etruria being in arms. Thej had reeooise, 
therefore, to the expedient of electing CamiUus a -military trib- 
une with consulsr power. [A. U. C. 369^ B. 0. 383.] The 
five colleagues joined with him were Serviva CUmaeltiis Mah»> 
^nensis^ <$iintus Serviiias Fidenas, s sixth time^ Lucius <)Bin- 
tius Cincinnatua, Lucius Horatiw PulvilUuv tjod PubUin 
Valerius. The cares of the pubiic were, in the fvtf hoffuoam 
of the year, diTcited from the Etruiisji war ; .for a. munberei 
fiigitives from the Pos^itine district ntnaing hastily int» Ike 
city, in a body, brought inteUigence that the Antiaos weis in 
arms, and that the states of the Latines had puvately wmA thnr 
young men to co-operate with them in the way, aUcgiog tbat tfat 
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, itate-was not coiatwntd in the basioess, but only did not hinder 
vriunteen to engage in any service which they chose. It hsid 
ceased to be tl» practice to despise any enemy : the senate, 
thorefoie, thanked the gods that Camillus was in o&cef because, 
had he been in a pritaio station, it would have been necessaiv 
to have nominated him dictator ; — his colleagues also agreed, 
that when any dai^r threatened, the entire direction of affairs 
should be ve^ed in him singly, and determinc^d to consign all 
dieir authoritT into his hands ; nor did they think that any con- 
eession which they made towards exalting his dignity derogated 
in the least irom tiieir own. After the tnbunes had been highly 
commended by the eenate, Camillas too, covered with con- 
fusion, returned them his thanks, and proceeded to say, that ^'a 
heavy burden waalaid upon him by the Roman people, who had 
created him, in a manner, dictator, now a fourth time : a very 
great one, l^ the senate^ in such judgments as that body had 
expressed conctming him ; but the greatest of all, by the con- 
descension of coUeaj^esitf such eminent distinction. Where- 
Unre, if it were possible to sdd to his diligence and vigilance, 
ho would vie with himself, and labour earnestly, that the opinion 
of the state concerning lum, so universally conceived, might be 
as lasting as it was honourable to him. ' With respect to the 
war, and the Antians, there was more of threats in it than of 
dsng|er, nevertheless, his advice was, that as they should fear 
ootmng, so they should despise nothing. The city of Rome 
was besieged on all sides by the ill- will wd hatred of its neigh- 
boors. The business of the commonwealth would, therefore, 
require more generals and more armies than one. " It is my 
design," said he, *' that yoU) Publius Valerius, as mv associate 
in command and counsel, shall march with me> at the head of 
the le^ns, against the enemy at Aatium : that you, Quintus 
Servihus, after forming aiwther anny, and putting it in readiness, 
shall encamp in the city, and be leady to act, in case the Etru- 
risBS, as lately, or these new disturbers, the Latines and Her- 
nicians, should, in the meantime, make any attempts : I am 
perfectly assured that your conduct will be worthy of your 
father, of your grandfrther, of yourself, and oi six tribunates. 
Let a third army be enhsted by Lucius Quintius for the guard 
of the city, out c^ those excused for service, and those past the 
military age. Let Lucius Horatius provide arms, weapons, 
com, and whatever else the exigences of war may demand. 
You, Servios Cornelius, we, your colleagues, appoint the pres- 
ident of this grand council of the state, the guardian of religion, 
of ^e asseniblies, of the laws, and of every thing else pertain- 
ing to the city.** AO of them cheerfully promising their best 
emleavooriy m the several d^wrtoients committed to them. 
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Valerius, whom he had chosen his associate id commiiil, 
^ded, that, " he should consider Gamillus a» dictator, and 
himself as his master of the horse," and desire<l them, there- 
fore, to '* regulate their expectations respecting the war accord- 
ing to the opinion which they entertained of their sole com- 
mander." The senate, elated with joy, one and all declared, 
that " they really cherished the best expectations with regard to 
war and peace, and evety branch of public business ; nor would 
the commonwealth ever stand in need of a dictator, if it were to 
have such men in office, united in such harmony of sentiment, 
equally ready to obey and to command, and who rather con- 
sidered fame as their joint-stock, than endeavoured to mono- 
polize it to the exclusion of others.**- 

7. A cessation of civil business being proclaimed and troc^ 
levied, Gamillus and Valerius marched towards Satricum, to 
which place the Antians had draWQ together not only, the youth 
of the Volscians, chosen from among the new generation, but 
immense numbers from the Latines and Hemicians, naticms 
who, from a long enjoyment of peace, were in the fullest vigour. 
This new enemy then being united in addition to the old, shook 
the resolution of (he, Roman soldiery ; and the centurions re- 
porting to Gamillus, white he was employed in forming his line 
of battle, that " the minds of the soldiers were disturbed ; thtt 
' a backwardness appeared in their taking up arms, and that they 
went oat of the camp with reluctance, and after several halts ; 
nay, that some had been heard to say that each of them would 
have to fight against a hundred enemies ; that so great a mul- 
titude; even if unarmed, could hardly be withstood, much less 
when they were furnished with arms ;" he leaped on his horse, 
and in the front ef the bettalions, turning to the libe, and riding 
between the ranks, as&ed them " What is the meaning, soldiers, 
of this dejection, of this %ndial backwardness 1 Are you unac- 
quainted with the enemy, or wHh me, or with yourselves! The 
enemy, what are they but the continual subject of your bravery 
and your glory 1 On the other hand, with me at your head, not 
to mention the taking of Faierii and Veii, or the cutting to pieces 
the Gallic legions, by whom our countir)|>was held in captivity, 
you have lately celebrated a triple tilunqih^ for three ateveral 
victories gained over these same Volscians, JBquai^s, and Etru- 
rians. Is it that you do not recognise me as yourieader, because 
1 gave you the signal not in character of dictator, .^t of trib- 
une ?_ 1 desire not the highest degree of authority over you ; 
and with'-respect to me, you ought to regard nothibg but jnyself ; 
for neither did the dictatorship ever add to my courage, nor 
even exile deprive me of it. We are all therefore the same, 
and since we bring to this war all the same advaatagea which 
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•ccotfipanied us in the Ibuner, let u« expect the Mme m 
Do you onee begin the fight, each party wfH d» what tlMy hate 
learned and practised : you will eonqner, they will fly." 

8. Then giving the signal, he leaped from his horse, and lay- 
ing hold of the nearest standazd-lmarer, horned him onward 
•gainst the fee, calling aloud, ** Soldier, advance the standard." 
On seeing this, that Camillas himself, now unequal, through 
age, to acts of hodily strength, was advancing against the ene- 
my, they all raised the shout and rushed ferwind together, every 
one crying out eagerly, '* Follow the g^eneral."^ It is said that 
Ihe standard wiTs even thrown by -Order -of Oamitlus • into the 
ranks of the enemy, and the van hereby excited to exert them- 
selves for its recovery : that in this spot the Antians were first 
compelled to give way, and ^t the panic spread, not only 
through the first line, but even to the troops in reserve. Nor 
was it only the force of the soldiers, animated by the presence 
of their leader, whidi disheartened the enemy ; the very sight 
of Camillus struck terror into the VolsciaRs ; so that wherever 
he met their eyes, victory was no longer doubtful. This was 
particularly evident, when hastily mounting his hone, he rode, 
with a footman's shield to the left wing, when it was almost 
driven from the ground, and by his appearance restored the bat* 
tlOj while he pointed' to the resf of the tine who weve fighting 
with success. The iffair was row decided. On the one side 
the enemy's disordered nisrmbers impeded their flight ; on the 
other, the wearied soldiers would have had a long and laborious 
task, in putting to the sword so great a muHitude, when heavy 
rain suddenly falling, attended wim a violent stcnm of wind, pre- 
vented the pursuit of the victory, for it was no longer a fight. 
The Mgnal for retreat was theti given, and die following night 
put an end to the wur, without any fartfier trouble to tke Ko- 
mans : for the Latines and Hemicians abandoning the Volscians, 
marched away to their homes, having found such an issue of 
iheir enterprise as the wickedness of it deserved. The Yol- 
Bcians seeing themselves deserted by those, through reliance on 
whom they had been induced to revive hostilities, abandoned 
their camp, and shut themselves up within the walls of Satri- 
emn ; against these, the first plan of operations adopted by Ca- 
miUus was to enclose them with lines of eireumvallatioR, and to 
carry on his approaches by mounds and other works ; but find- 
ing that no obstruction was ever given to these by any sally from 
town, he judged that the enemy were not possessed of such a 
degree of spirit as should induce him, in apprehension thereof, 
to wait in tedious expectation of victoiy ; and, therefore, exhort- 
ing his men not to waste their strength by a long course of 
li£ours, as in the sifege of Yeii, for victory was within their 



reach ; and tk« soldiers sbowiog the greatest alacrity, he assailed 
the walls on all sides by scal^, and made himself master of 
^e town. The Volsciana threw down their arms and aoi- 
lendercd. 

0. But the geaerars thoughts were intent on a matter of 
greater moment, on the city of Antium. That, he knew, was 
the grand spring which set the Yolscians in motion, and had 
given rise to tl^ last war. But as. a city of so great strength 
could not be taken without great preparations for the siege, and 
a laige train of engines and machines, he left his coUeagne to 
command the army, and went to Rome, in hopes of persuading 
the senate to resolve on the destruction of Antium. In the 
middle of his discourse on the subject, it beins, I suppose, the 
will of the gods that the state of Antium should have a longer 
duration, ambassadors arrived from Nepete and Sutrium, im- 
ploring aid a^inst the^ Etrunana, and urging that the oppor- 
tunity for assisting them would be quicldy lost Thither did 
fortune divert the force of Camillus from Antium ; for as those 
places were situated opposite Ctruria, and served as barriers or 
gates, as it were on that side, that people, on the one hand, 
whenever any new enterprise was undertaken, were ever anxioaa 
to get possession of them ; and the Romans on the other to 
recover and secure them. The senate, therefore, resolved that 
application should be made to Camillns to drop the design 
against Antium, and undertake tlie Etrurian war. The city 
legions, which had been under the command of Quintius, were 
decreed to him : although he would have preferred the army 
which was in the country of the Yolscians, of which he had 
made trials, and which was accustomed to his comntand, yet he 
offered no objections f he only insisted on Valerius being asso- 
ciated with lum in command. AcccMrdingly Quintius and Ho- 
ratius^ were sent to succeed Yalnius in the country of the 
Yolscians. Camillus and Valerius marching from the city to 
Sutrium, found one part of the town already taken by the Etru- 
rians ; and, in the other part, the passagea to which were barri- 
caded, the townsmen with great difficulty repelting the assault (k 
the enen^y. The approach of aid from ilome, together with the 
name of Camillus, universally celebrated among friends and 
foesy not only gave them respite for the present from the ruin 
which impendedt but also afforded an opportunity of effectuating 
thoir relief. Camillus then dividing his army into two parta, 
ordered his colleague to lead rouM his division to that side 
which was in possession of the enemy, and to make an assault 
on the walls ; not ao much in expectation that the city should 
oe token by acalade^ as that, whilst the enemy should be diverted 
to that side, the townsmen, now fatigued with fighting, might 
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gam some nlaxatioti, and alao that be himself might have an 
opportunity of entering the city without a dispute : both which 
con8e()ueiices taking place at the same time, and terrifying the 
Etrurians by the double danger to which they stood eiposed, 
when they saw the walls of one part assailed with the greatest 
fury, and the enemy within the walls of the other, they were 
struck with such consternation, that they threw themselves out, 
in one body, by a gate which alone happened to be unguarded. 
Great numbers were slain in their flight, both in the city and in 
the fields: the greatest execution done by the soldiers of 
Camillus was within tho walls : those of Valerius were most 
alert in the pursuit ^ nor did they desist from the slaughter until 
it was so dark that they could see no longer. Sutrtum being 
thus recovered^ and restored to the allies, the army was con- 
ducted to Nepete, of which the Etrurians had now the entire 
possession, having received it by capitulation. 

10^ It was expected. that the recovery of this city would have 
been attended with greater difficulty ; not only because the 
whole of it was possessed by the enemy, but also, because it 
was in consequence of a party of the Nepesinians betraying the 
public that the surrender ' had been made. However, it was 
thought proper that a message should be sent to their principal ^ 
men, to separate themselves from the Etrurians, and show on 
their part the same faithful atUchment which they had implored 
from the Romans. But their answer importing that there was 
nothing in their power, for that the Etrurians held possession of 
the walls and the guards of the gates, a trial was first made to 
terrify the townsmen, by laying waste their lands. But when 
they were found to adhere more religiously to the terms of the 
capitulation than to those of the alliance, the army was led up 
to the walls with fascines made of bushes, collected in the coun- 
try, with which the ditches being filled, the scaling ladders were 
raised, and the town taken at the first attack. Proclamation 
was then made that the Nepesinians should lay down their arms, 
and that the unarmed should ba spared. The Etrurians, armed 
and unarmed, were put to the sword without distinction : of the 
Nepesinians likewise the authors of the surrender were be- 
headed. To the guiltless multitude their effects were restored, 
and a ^rrison was left in the town. Having thus recovered 
two allied cities from the enemy, the tribunes, with great glory, 
led home the victorious army. During this year satisfaction 
was demanded firom the I^atines and Hernicians, and the reason 
required, of their not having for some years past sent the sup- 
plies of soldiers stipulated ^ treaty. An answer was given m 
full assembly by both nations, that " there was neither design 
nor blame to be imputed to the public, becauae some of their 



IM * MTT. 

joiing men carried arms in the aenrice of the Vobcians. Htfl 
these, however, had suffered the penalty of their improper con- 
duct, not one of them having returned home. As to the sup- 
plies of soldiers, the reason of their not sending tliem was, their 
continual apprehensions from the Yolscians, that pest still cling- 
ing to their side, which so many successive wars bad not been 
able to exhaust." Which answer being reported to the senate, 
they were of opinion that a declaration of war, in consequence 
of it would rather be unseasonable than iil-groanded. 

11. In the following year, [A. U, C. 370, B. C. 383] Aulns 
Manlius, Publius Cornelius, Titus and Luciu.8 Quintii Capito- 
lini, Lucius Papirius Cursor a second time, an^ Caius Sergius a 
second time, being military tribunes, with consular power, a 
grievous war broke out abroad, and a more grievous sedition at 
Some : the war was set on foot by the Volscians, assisted by a 
revolt of the Latines and Hemicians : the sedition, by one, from 
whom it could', least of all, have been apprehended ; a man of 
TOtrician birth* and of illastrious character, i Marcos Manlius 
Capitolinns ; who, being of a temper too aspiring, while be 
looked with contempt on the other men of chief distinction, 
burned with envy of one, who was most eminently distinguish* 
ed, at the same time, by honours and by merit, Marcus Forins 
Camillus. It gave him great uneasiness that ** he should be the 
only man considered among the magistrates, the only man at the 
head of the armies ; that he was now exalted to ^ch eminence, 
that the persons elected nnder the same auspices with himself, 
he used not as colleagues, but as subordinate officers ; while at 
the saihe time, if a ^ast estimate were made, it would have been 
impossible for Camillus to have recovered their native city from 
the Grauls who besieged it, if he himself had not first saved 
the Capitol and citadel. The other indeed attacked vthe Gauls 
when, between the receiving of the gold and the expectation of 
peace, they were off their guard ; but he had beaten them off, 
when armed for fight, and taking possession of the citadel. In 
the other's glory, as far as bravery was concerned, every soldier 
who conquered along with him had aright to share ; in his own 
victory, no man living could claim a part.'* Puflfed up with such 
notions as these, and being, besides, of a vicious disposition, 
vehement and headstrong, when he perceived that his interest 
had not that prevailing influence among the patricians which he 
thought his doe, he, the first of all the patricians, became a par- 
tisan of the plebeians ; formed schemes in conjunction with the 
magistrates of the commons, and, while he criminated the patri- 
cians, and allured the commons to his side, he came to be actu- 
ated by ambition for popular applause, not by prudence, and to 
prefer a great to a good character. Not content with agrarian 
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ItNm, which had evor Mrrcd tht filetwiai tnbones m OMttof of 
■oditioB, h* attempted to waJ»nam% piiUic eradtl ; for d«bt, ho 
know, Mippliedahadrper incoBtiYes, a> k not only threateniKl pof- 
•ity and igaominy, but naomcod peiaonal fireedooa with atock* 
and chains ; and th» amount of the debts which the people had 
contracted by buildiBg, an undertakini^ moat dbtoesaing i« tha 
ciicamataneea even of the lich, was inmenae. The YolsoiaA 
waf, thetefore, heavy in itself, and ebaqeed with additioaat 
wwgirt by the defection of the Latinea and Hemiciane, wee held 
out as a colourable pretext fiar faanring Becours* le a higher an* 
thori^ ; while, in lect, ftey wen the lefonMf plans of Man* 
hue wlrich obliged the senate to ciente a dictator. Aolua C«r- 
netiue Coaeoa being created^ he noaainntcd Titiio QwntiM 
Capitolimia maater M the hocse. 

13. The dicutor altbangh he perceived thai be dhonld havia 
a ffreater strogsle to maintain at home tha^ in the Md; yet* 
eiUier becaose m war repaired deapatch, or becauae he thought 
that, by a victory and tcimnph» he mtgbt add to the power of tho 
dictatorship iteeli^ as soon as the Ivriea were completed, pro- 
ceeded to the Pomptine territcvy, where he was iniovmed the 
Yolscians had appointed the asacnbling of their array. To per- 
■ona reading in eo many fowisr books* m wen contittuaUy wsced 
with the Volsciaas, I doubt not that, beaidea satiety, this diffi- 
culty also will occur, whence the Volsciana and JS^ana, ao 
often vanqttiahed, oould procue aoppliea of aoMieral which 
- having been passed over in aieBco by the ancient writerai» what 
can I possibly advance, but opinion 1 end that eveiy one. indeedi 
can fonn lor himself, k seems probahio, howeverr either that 
the^ employed, accotding to the pvesent fraetice in the Roman 
levies, the several diffinrent generations of their young men su^ 
CMstvely, as they sprung up, during the intervals between wan ; 
or, that the troope were not always enlisted out of the stMbea of 
the nation making war ; or, that there was an innumerable moi* 
titade of Areemeo in thoee placee, which, at present^ were it not 
lor the Roman slaves^ would he e desert,' and where scarcely 
the smallest semioaiy of soMien remains. Certain it ia, all wk> 
thora agreeing therem, tirat notwithatandxng tfaeii streng[th had 
lately been greatly reduced under the condmct and anspicea ef 
Camittus, yet the feeceeef the Voleciana wcte exceedingly no* 
melons ; and to them were added the Latinea and HemiciaMi 
a number of the Circeian% together with acne colonists from 
Velitne. The Roman dictator encamped oh the fint day ; and 
on the following, having taken the auapicea befora he made his 
appearance, and sacrificing a victim,, implored the Ihvous of the 
Mde. With joy in his countenance, be presented himself lo 
aw eoldien, who were now at daybreak faking aimai according 
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to orders, on the signal for battle being displayed^ and aaidi 
** Soldiers, victory is ours, if the gods and their prophets know 
aught of futurity. Therefore, as becomes men full of wcU- 
grounded hopes, and about to engage with their inferiors, Ijst 
us, fixing our spears at our feet, bear no other, arms than ocr 
swoids. I do not wish that any should even push forward be- 
yond the line ; but that standing -finn you receive the enemy's 
onset in a steady posture. , When they shall have dischai;^ 
. their ineffectual weapons, and, breaking their order, rush agamst 
vou as you stand, then let your swords glitter in their eyes, and 
let every one recollect that there are gods who support the Ro- 
man cause ; gods, who have sent us to battle with favourable 
omens. Do you, Titus Quintius, keep back the cavahry, watch- 
ing attentively the beginning of the conflict : as soon as you 
shall see the armies closed loot to foot, then, while their fears 
are employed on some'other object, strike dismay into them with 
your horsemen ; and, by a brisk charge, disperse the ranks that 
dispute the victory." As he had ordered, so did the cavalry, so 
did the infantry manage the fight. Nor did either the general 
deceive the legions, or fortune the general. 

13. The enemy, grooiiding their confidence on no other cir- 
cumstance than their number, and m«psuring both armies mereW 
by the eye, entered on the battle inconsiderately, and inconsitt* 
erately gave it over. Fierce only in their shout, and the dis- 
charge of their missive weapon^ at the first onset, they were 
unable to withstand the swords, the close engagement foot to 
foot, and the looks of the Romans darting fire through their 
ardour for the fight. Their first line was driven from its ground ; 
the confusion spread to the troops in reserve ; and the charge of 
the cavalry increasing the disorder, the ranks were quickly bro- 
ken, so as to resemble. the waves of the sea. Thus the foremost 
fell, and as each saw death approaching, they quickly turned 
their backs. The Romans followed close, and as long as the 
enemy retreated in bodies the trouble of the pursuit feu to . the 
share of the infantry ; but when it was perceived that they every' 
where threw away their arms, and were scattered over the coun- 
try, then squadrons of horse wdre sent out, with instructions 
that they should not, by spending time in attacking single per- 
sons, give the multitude an opportunity of escapmg ; that it 
would be sufficient if their speed were retarded, and their forces 
kept employed by frequent skirmishes, until the infantry might 
overtake them, and complete their destruction. The flight and 
pursuit did not cease until night came on. The camp of the 
Volscians was also taken the same day, and plundered, and the 
whole booty, except the persona of free condlition, bestowed on 
the soldiers. The greatest number of the prisoners were Latinea 
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and Hemicutis, tod thme not men of plebeian station, wko 
conld be supposed to have served for hire, but many young men 
of the first rank were found amongst them ; an evident proof 
that aid had been given to the Volscians fay public authori^. 
Several of the Circeians were likewise found uiere, with colo- 
nists' from Yelitne, and being all sent to Rome, on being ekam- 
ined by the principal senators, they made a plain discovery, as 
they had done to the dictator, of the defection of their respective 
states. 

14. The dictator kept his army encamped in one post, not 
doubting that the senate would order war to be made on those 
states ; when more momentous business arising at home, made 
it necessary that he should be called back to Rome ; this was 
the sedition which ripened daily, and which was become more 
than commonly alarmmg, on account of the person who foniented 
it. It was now easy to perceive from what motive proceeded 
the discourses of Manlius, disguised under the veil of popular 
zeal, but pregnant with mischief. On seeing a centurion, wKo 
was highly distinguished for his behaviour in the ^rmy, led to 
prison, in consequence of a judgment given against him for debt, 
be ran up, with his band of attendants, into the middle of the 
forum, and laid hands on him, exclaiming against the tyranny of 
the patricians, the cruelty of the usurers, the miseries of the 
commons, and the merits and hard fortune of the man. " Then, 
indeed, it was in vain," said he, " that with this' riffht hand I 
saved the capitol and citadel, if I must see my fellow-citizen 
and fellow-soldier, as if a prisoner to the victorious Gauls, drag- 
ged into slavery." He then paid the debt to the creditor in the 
view of the people, and gave the man his liberty, after purchasing 
him in the regular form, with the scales and brass, while the 
latter beaought both gods and men to grant a recompense to his 
deliverer, Msrcns Manlius, the parent of the Roman commons ; 
and being instantly received into the tumultuous crowd, he him- 
self increased the tumult, showing the scars of the wounds 
which h^had received in the Vcientian, Gallic, and other suc- 
eeeding wars ; telling them that "his services in the army, and 
the rebuilding his ruined dwelling, had been the means of over- 
whelming him with accumulated interest of a debt; the interest 
always precluding the possibility of dischar^ng the principal, 
though he had ahready paid the amount of the first sum many 
times over. That it was owinff to the generosity of Marcus 
Manlius that be now beheld the ught of day, the forum, and the 
faces of his fellow-citizens. Every obligation, due to parents, he 
owed to him ; to him, therefore, he devoted whatever remained 
of his person, his life, and his blood ; whatever ties should bind 
him to hit country, to public or private guardian deities, bv aU 



tbeso Miatod ka wu bound to Uwt ane tniii.** WhSe tin eO&. 
noiM wme ^mmIj iffeeted by theae expreMiam, anodier sdieme 
WM iotmdttccd, ot atHl grnftcr dfieaey, towaids pfomoting^ a 
mMial innMntiifi A piece «f ground in te ooimtty of Ae 
Veientiana* the principal part of Maaiina^a patiimony, be ofdeted 
lo be aaU bf suctian ; addiaff, diat " I witt not auffier one of 
yott» any Mlow-dtiaana, whik I bato any piopaity ivmaining, to 
bave iadgmenti given a^ainat himt and to be ordered into ens- 
tody of a creditor." This, above all, inflamed their minda to 
ancb % degme, tfamt Ibay aaemed leady to follow the anceater of 
tbeir UboKy, tbio^gh aTecy mcaanre, wbetbar rigbft cnt wtong. 
Beaidea thia,.he made apeacbea at bia own bottae» aa if be were 
baraagnk]^ an aaaembly of the people, iiiU of impntatiaaa a^ainat 
(be patriiTianii in which bo threw not amoi^ die Miat, witboot 
mgaidJng any diatinction between troth aiSl falaehood, that 
" tmaaure, conaiating of the gakl reacnad horn the Gauk, wna 
concealed by the patiieiana ; thai they woaa not eonleat, now, 
with keeping poaaeaaion af the paUic bkndt, imleaa they een- 
vened the puUic mootgy libawiae to their own tiae ; a<id that if 
thia weie bioHi^ to Ug^ it would be aofficianl to clear tbe 
oonunona of thev debts..^ On tiua pioapact being pDMented to 
them, they at once coneeived it to be a aoandalona pwoaod iqg, 
. that when gold was to be piocuied ibr the lanaont of the tSy 
£rofii the (£ul», tba ooUoctJon bad bean nwde by a genend con- 
tribution, and that the aaaae gold, when taken £mn the onany, 
ahould bocooie the prey of a tew. The liezl atop, tfaeraibra, waa 
to inquire in what place a treaaure of aueh m ag n i tnde wna kept 
concealed ; to thia he declined giviqg ah anawnr at preaea^ 
aaying, he would explain thai ponit in due taaae ; on wUcb aH 
other eoncema were neglected, and the attention of every man 
directed solely to thia : and it waa easy to foraaee dnt neitbar 
people^s gntitude, in ease the information Were vjrdl Ibonded, 
nor tbeir displeasure, ahould it paove fidae, woaid be confined 
within the bounds of nnideration. ^ ..^ ^^^^-^ 

15. While things were in tins state, ^it-dietator, beilhg called 
home from the army, came into the city. Next day, be ealied n 
meeting of the senate ; when, baring made anHicient trkl of the 
people^fl inclinations, he forbade the aeoate to depart from him, 
and being attended by thit whole body, he fixed hia tbione in thn 
Comitium, and sent a 'smyeant.to Marcna Manlina ; who, on 
bein^ aummoned by order oif tbar dictator, aAer giving the aignsl 
to his party that a conteat was at band, came to &a tribunal 
aurroanded by a very numefooa baud. On one aide atood the 
aenate, on the other the commona, aa if in order of battle, 
watching attentively each their own leader. Hien atlence beinf 
Bade, the dictator aaid, ''I wiah that I and the Roman ] ' ' 
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iii&y agree with the commons on every other sabject, as I am 
Teiy confident we shall with respect to yon, and the irasiness on 
which I am to interrogate you. I understaoid that eipectatioM 
-have been raised by you, in the minds of the citizens, that, with- 
out ttijury to credit,, their debts may be discharj^ by means of 
the Gallic gold secreted by the prmctpal patrictans. To which 
proceeding, so Du am I from givmg any obstruction that, on the 
contrary, I eihort you, Maieus Manlius, to deliver the Roman 
commons from the burden of interest, and to tumble from off 
these iieaps of peculated wealth those men who lie brooding over 
it ^ But if you refuse to perform this, either because you wish 
to be yourself a sharer in the peculation, or because your inform* 
ation is groundless, I shall order you to be led to prison ; nor 
will I suffer the multitude to be any longer disquieted by ypa 
with fallacious hopes." To this, Manlius answered, that **it had 
not escaped his observation that Cornelius was created dictator, 
not lor the purpose of acting against the Yolscians, who were 
enemies as often as it answered any purpose to the patricians, 
nor against the Latines and Hemicians, whom they were driving 
into hostilities by false imputations, but against himself and the 
Roman commons. And now the war wUch had been feigned 
to subsist, being dropped, an assault was made on him : now 
the dictator acted as the professed patron of usurers against the 
commons. Now the favour of 'the multitude towards him was 
made a handle for criminal charges, and for effecting his de- 
struction. The crowd that attends my person," said he, ** of- 
fends you, Aulus Cornelius, and you, conscript fathers. Why 
then do you not draw it away fron) roe by doing acts of kind- 
ness 1 by becoming surety, by delivering your countrymen 
from the 8tock|9 1 by hindering them, when cast in suits and 
ordered into custody of creditors, to be carried to prison ? by 
relieving the necessities of others out of your own superfluities 1 
But why do I exhort you to expend your property 1 Only fix a 
new capitiJ, deduct from the principal what has been paid as in- 
terest, and then tlie crowd about me will not be qfiore remarkable 
than about any other. But why do I, alone, interest myself for 
my fellow-citizens 1 To this, I have no other answer to make, 
than if you should ask why I, alone, saved the capitol and the 
citadel 1 I then gave every aid in my power to the wIm^o com- 
munity, and will do so still to each individual. Now, as to the 
Gallic treasures, the manner in which I am questioned causes 
difficulty in a matter, which, in itself, has none. Why do yoii 
ask what you already know? Why do you order others to 
shake out what lies in your own laps, rather than lay it down 
yourselves, unless to conceal some treacherous scheme 1 The 
more earnestness you show for inquiry, the more I fear, leet yoa 
UV. VOL. I —2k* 
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m. oogbi DOi to be wmed to liisiM ne oMBwei year 
k to j^ntudm^ to make 700 ^lodace it to the piMib.^ 
i«. Tke diotetor orAiMd hin to lav aeiae itt wiwaiii, ud 
inaiatod on liie ekUM proving tko tautft of his infanaalMn, or 
ocknowledgiog kionaif foikjr of baving cbaiged tbe aenate ialod^ 
of o Inodttlaai ooncoalanait; aad on hiadodanAg that ho woold 
^Mi apeak at ^ pfeoaoae of bia encouea, oidesei bm to bo bad 
topnMw Bokag tooatod by tbo aeigeoilt» fae eadiiif J, **0 
JopiteK, aiqaMo^ good mad ffett^ impnial Juno, Mii)e«v% attd 
oU ymk gad* and ^deaoea wbo inbabit ^e capitol and eitadoi, 
do fou wfier jms aoMier and goaidian to be hanaaedr ior tbii 
OMnoar I . SbaK Hu* faand, witb whi«h I beai off tba eaiil» bam 
yem tcayka, bo sow loodad witb cbaioo V Noitfaer the Ofaa 
aor oaroof mtf paaaent «oobi weU: ending tbo indignity offinod 
to bias: bal tbo pooplo of tfai» atato bad toOgbt tbemaolves to 
oonaideB tbo awTbiority of ow^n BMtgistiatea «a iadiapoCablo ; 
Bor dared o kber tbo |doboiaa iritiuiiea, or dn ooaaiaoBa thnm 
aolvoa» to 9|mi tfadi bpa^ or lift up tbeir eyea a^ainat tbo die- 
toft<xial j^owoc O&Maiiliiia being thrown mtoprieni, it sppaoie 
that o gieafe ^orC of tbe commona put oft monmtng ; aoid tbftt 
gleet BUHibeis of the people, noglectiBg tbeir b^ir and faeaid, 
dcjeetedly floeked abont ita gatoa. The dietator had fenampbod 
over tbe Vebciana ; and by that trtmi^b had attracted a greater 
ahftie of itt-WiQ tlmi of gloiy : §m it wae agenerat m«i»nar^ tbaft 
*' he bad ae^4]ired it at borne, not in war v umI that it woo a 
vklory over a cilisen» not over an enemy; that only one tbing 
waa wanting to eonwleto hie arrogance, that Marcoe Uaalias 
aboidd be led before bia cbaiiot*' And now tbo affair fell liltlo 
abort of o|)en aeditio* ; wbea, for tke purpose of softening it^ Ibo 
senate, without any aobcitetion, became suddenly bountiful, 
esdenag^ o ooWny of two tbooaand Ronan eitiaena to be «o»- 
docted to SutniuBv end two acres and a half of land to be 
asaiffned Ijooacb ; wUeh being represented ss trifling in itseif» 
contersedoD a fow, and that too as a bcibe for betraying Maeeno 
Ittnline^ tbe aedition was aoitated by the intend^ reno^, 
Xbe esowd of Manliua's foUowera waa now become mora ro» 
isarkablft by tbeir meurning dresa, and tbe fcequent appeanneo 
of peraoM nndar psaaeeatton ; wbde the dread of tiie diclstor*s 



yower was seasovedby bis resignation ; it bad aeimea'a tongnca 
Md tboagbte a4 liberty. 

17. Many were beud^ therefore, to apeak oat fiieely in poblicsy 
upbaaiding tbe multitnde,. that ** ibey alwaya ceotinoed their 
attacbment to their defondera^ ontil &y laiaed them to the to|^ 
of a procipieo;, and than, m the hour o/danger, deserted tbem^- 
Tkoa>bad Sf»dm Gasans boon undone^ wbde bo vana iavilia^ 
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^ • VbMi, \ff HM «s|N)ndi«tti>e of bb dwik piope^y, be waiided ^ 

^ \ •fmM0\ and tiiM WM M«iea» MuiliiM beUayed into the haadf 

^ • .«! IM eXM iw , «iid« whie 4^«#ing feitb to liberty tnd light one 

^ .* Wf of Hm sCaie^ tank wsA buried under tisniy. 1W the coni- 

V iMnt fiitlOMi tlMir fiifOiuiteB, m oider that they might to 
I liamgoiiiMtfL Wm wsch A imnialiment as this fo be eiklured, 
' • tecM!»»aMi«foMMiiltf4^%^ not^swerattheDodof 

■C o,dKMor1 AdailttiB^ that wimt fae gatd before «ns folae, and 
'.^.. t lM i <i a tt iie haA no aitawer to make, v^hat stare was eyer 

V • f wn i ttfcd ntdt in yis o i n H ftiC for a lie t Had they no recoHection 
•f 1^ s^t, nvlneb kid t» nearfy nioved fatal, for ever, to f&e 



91 IfeMe,or the hand of Gaola, diitabihg up Cbe 
• 'Taipeioft Vi^\ Nowe, of Mfaicin Mantius himself, sudi as 
. Hwy had sooii lun in amift, corered with sweat and blood, alter 
I in a* mtttnei^ hrre himself, out of the enemy^s handa 1 
~ e to the saviour of their country by their 



iMtf Monda of btfeo^l And would they suffer a person, whom 
i^j lad akMtot dotted ; wiiom, at feast widi respect to the sur- 
■UM» of Gs yt o Mn ua^ <hey hsd set on an ainaost e^oal footii^ 
«iib iopiler, to wasle Irn life in cfaai^ in tttison; m darkness, 
on h j ort sd to llio witi of an execntionerl ITut aU had found 
ttokofioctBaJ sappeit fmat a singte peisson, and now that single 
p a rso n Aioad m saj^j^ at ait from sach great num^rs.^ l^e 
eiowd did not, ovoh durmg the night, disperse from the spot ; 
ond they tkeakned to bMok open die prison, when, conceding 
what wooM hairo Itoen taken by foree, the senate, by a decree, 
'dnckMt]god liaakos fnm confinement. But this proceeding, 
Jaataid «^ pottkig an end to the seditiotK, suppUed it with a 
ioadoE. About t£i same time llie Lafines and Hernicians, and 
also the erionista of the Citteii and Velkras, endeavouring to 
okar theoM oho a of ^e chsige of being concerned in the Vol- 
sciaawaE, and vedomaadiRg the prisoners, in order to punisV 
thorn aceoiding to llieir own^ Urws, miet wi^ severe replies ; the 
cobnista wilk the seveter because, being Roman citizens, th^ 
kad framed the abominable design of attacking their own coun- 
Uy. They w«o, therefore, i»t only lofused Wi^ respect to tBe 
fiisoBoiB, hot had noface giren titem, in the name of the senate, 
. (who, however^ did nof proceed to such a iengfh with regard to 
iSbn aUiea,) to depart mstanfly from the city, frdm the presence 
and the sight of the Roman pecnple, lest tin privilege of arabaa- 
aadoM, inatitated for the benefit of forognexa, not of fellow 
ciftiatew, ahooM afiai4 them no protection. 

18. {A. U. C. 371^ B. G. 981.} The sedition, beaded Ij 
MaaliuS) masauaMd its foimer violenee, and on the ezpiratioii 
atf th» fum th» afeo^on via hekl, when miitaxy tribunes w'di 
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coMidar jxnrer w«re elected out of the Tpt^Amu ; fk/tmwtKB 
ServioB CorneliuB Maluginensis, a third fcime, PaUia» Valeffms 
Potitusi a second time, Marcus Forius CamiUus, » aiztb titte^ 
Serriua Sulpiciua Rofus, a second time, Caiu» Papirivs Cnssus, < 
and Titus Quintius Cinbinnatus, a second time. Peace hamg. 
establisbed with foreign nations^ in the beginning of this yoar, 
was highly agreeable to both patricians and plebeians ; to Ae 
latter, Wausc, as they weve not called to serve in ike aimy, attd 
had such a powerful leader at their head, they conceived hopM - 
of being able to abolish usury ; to the former, because their 
thou^ts would not be drawn away by any dangers abroad,. from* 
applying remedies to the evils subsistmg at home. Both paities,. 
tnerefore, exerting themselves much more strenuously than . 
ever, a oecisive contest approached apace. ManUus, on Jus. 
part, calling together the commons at his house, held cos- 
sultations night and day, with the principal persooe among 
them, on the methods of effecting a revolution m a&irs, being 
filled with a much higher degree both of courage and resentment 
than he had possess^ before. The ignominy recently thrown 
on him, operating on a mind unaccustomed to aifronta, had in- 
Hamed his resentment ; his courage was augmented by the con- 
sideration that Cossus had not ventured to proceed in the same 
manner towards him, as Quintius Cincinnatus had done towards 
Spurius M»lius ; and that, besides, not onlv the dictator 4iad 
endeavoured, by abdicating his office, to avoid the (pneral odium 
excited by his imprisonment, but even the senate itself had not 
been able to withstand it. Elated with these reflections, and 
exasperated ai the same time, he laboured to inflame the qxrits 
of the commons, which of themselves, were suflkiently heated. 
•* How long," said he, " will you continue ignorant of yoor own 
st^ngth, a knowledge which nature has not denied even to 
brutes 1 Only calculate your numbers, and those of your ad- 
versaries. But supposiujg that, in attacking them, each of you 
were to meet an antagonist, yet I should imagine that you would 
contend more vigorously in behalf of liberty than they in behalf 
of tyranny : for whatever number of clients you compose round 
your several respective patrons, so many of you will- there be 
against each single foe. Only make a show of war, and you 
shall have peace. Let them see you ready to make use of 
force, and they will voluntarily relax their pretensions. All 
must concur in some effort, or separately submit to every kind 
of ill-treatment. How long will you look to me for aid 1 I cer- 
tainly will not be wanting to any of you ; it is your part to take 
care that sufficient aid be not wanting to me. £ven I, your 
champion, when my enemies thought proper, was at onc^ 
teduced to nothing; and you, all t<^ther, beheld the ■ 
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into dititift wlw luA wirded ott tbains from eacb ia- 
^bvidiiftl of yoa. Wbat am i to hope, if my enemic* should 
• ito m pt MmotlMi)^ more grievoM asamst me 1 The fate of 
Omwm and MnlitMl Yoo a<:t Tight in showing younelves 
■ HorlHd vren «l llie mention of thn : may the gods avert U! 
Bat liwy wiH tietef eome down fiom heaven on my behalf: 
they oMMt iM]m yon with piopep sentiments, that yon ms^ 
. Meit it ; ao ttey insiiifed. me, in anns and in peace, td defeii 
VM, both ft»m teilMtfOiis fees and from tyrannical fellow-citizens. 
HfM so gieat a t>e^le a ttpirit so mean as to be always satisfied 
• wkh bang protwted asitnelr its enemies t And are you never 
to knowaay dis|Nilfe iHth the p^icians, except about (he degieo 
of tymmy which ^n are to allow them to exercise over youl 
Tet this tenper ta not implanted in you by natuie ; you are 
Imcoow ibek propeity through habit : for what is the reason 
th»t lowaris faieigners yon show toch vigout of mind, as to 
think ym iiseives entitled to bear mle over them t Because you 
kave been accvstomed to vie with Ihem for empire. But against 
Ab odnn yuB are eoncent to moke a fow fe^ie essays towatda 
oteaitiing biMVty, nther than, by manly exertions, to maintain it. 
NetertfaeleM, whatever sort of leaders you have had, and what- 
«ter has been your «wn conduct, yon have hitherto, either by 
Cnco or ffood fartfuie, earned every point,' of what magnitude 
ooover* whidh you hai« attempted. It is now dme to aim at 
higher objects. Oniy make trial of your own good fortune, and 
•f me, whom yos have aheady tried, I hope to your advantage. 
You wili^ with^less dififeoHy, raise up one io rule the patricians, 
than you have nieed up others to oppose their rule. Dictator- 
ships And ooMulaliips i»Mt be levelled to the ground, that thd 
Aomatt eonmons may raise up their heads. Give me, therefore, 

nr support ; stop mL judicial proceedings respecting money. 
. fofem myself this potton of the commons — a title which I aim 
outhocioed to assume, both by my zeal and my fidelity, tf on 
your port you choose to dignify yonr leader with any more dis- 
tingoishittg appellation of honour or command, yon will render.. 
him the bettor abl^ to accomplish the objects of your wishes.'* 
This, wo are toU, was the first introduction of his scheme for 
ottainiiig res^ power ; but we have no cleat account ^ho wero 
Ilia acoomphces, nor to what length the design was carried. 

19. On the other side, the senate were seen deliberating on 
the secession of the commons to one particular house, and that, 
as it happened, standing in the citadel ; and on thiB important 
danger which threatened the liberty of the poblic. Great num- 
bers exeiaimed 'that they wanted a Servilios Ahala, who would 
not izritale a public enemy, by ordering Mantius to be led to 
fgama, but wooU finish ia inteBfoie wir with the loss of ono 



cHizen. A veioIalioD was at leiigth adapted, c o mu i woj in 
milder terms, but comprebending we same force ; that ** tbe 
magistrates should take care that the commonweabli leeeHred 
no detriment from the pernicious designs of Marcus Manlfas." 
On this, the consular and plebeian tribuuea conaulted togetlMr 
on the measures necessary to be pursued in the prvsent exi- 
gency ; for even these latter magiatratesy seeing that their own 
power must come to an end, as also the Ubei^ of the public. 
Dad put themselves under the direction of the senate. And now 
no other ezpedieot occurring but that of force and the sbeddipg 
of blood, Marcua Maenius and Quintoe Pobliua, plebeian tiib- 
nnes, spoke to this effect : *' Why do we make that a eonteet 
between the patricians and plebeiana which ought to be between 
the state -and one pettilent citizen 1 Why do we attack the 
eommona in conjunction with himy whom we could attack, wttb 
more safety, through the means of those very commons, eo thst 
he should sink under the weight of his own stiengtbl Onr 
recommendation is to institute a legal preeecutieo against Ihid. 
Nothing is leas popular than regal power : as soon as the multf- 
tude shall perceive that the contest is not with them, and that 
instead of advocates they are to be judges ; and shaU behold tho 
prosecutors plebeiana; the accused a patrician: and that tho 
charge is that of aiming at regal power ; they wiU show mofo 
zeal m defence of their own liberty than they wiH attachment t» 
any person whatever. 

. 20. Theproposal meeting universal approbation, a proeeeotion 
was commenced against Manlioa. At first, it raised a great fer- 
ment anMHig the commons ; more especially when they saw the 
accused in a mourning habit, unaccompanied, not only b^ any 
of the patricians, but by those who wore connected with hmi by 
blood or afiinity ; nay, even deserted by hia own brothers, Antaa 
aiid Titus Manlius : and,, indeed, it had never before occurred, 
on an occasion of such danger, that a man*a nearest relations 
did not put on a dress of sorrow. It was mentioned that when 
Appius Claudius was thrown into prison, Gaios Claudius, who 
'was at enmity with him, and the whole Claudian family, ap- 
peared in mourning : that a conspiracy waa now formed to de- 
stroy this favourite of the people, because he was the first who 
had come over from the patricians to the commons^ On the day' 
V df trial, I do not find, in any author, what matters were objected 
m^e accused by the prosecutors, tending properly to prove the 
chaige of his aspirinff to kingly authority, except this : his as- 
sembling the multitude, his seditious expressions, his krgesses^ 
and pretended discovery of fraudulent practices : but I have n» 
doubt that they were of importance ; since not the merits of the 
cause, but the place, waa what preyeated hia being immediat^f 



■eondetmieA by tiife omnmom. This I have thoagbt proper to re- 
mark, in order to show that even such great and glorious achiev- 
ments as those of this man vtere not only stripped of all their 
merit, but even rendered matter of detestotion, by his depraved 
ambition for regal power. It is said that he produced near four 
hundred persons to whom he had leQt money without interest ; 
whose goods he had prevented being sold, or whose persons he 
had redeemed from confinement, after they had been adjudged 
to creditors. That, besides this, he not only enumerated the 
military rewMs which be had obtained, but also produced them 
to view : spoils of eoenues slain, to the number of thirty ; preo- 
«nt« from generals, to the amount of forty ; among which were 
rarticolariy remarkable two moral, and eight civic crowns.* 
That he produced also the citizens wnose lives he had saved in 
battle ; «nd meatieiied aowng them Caius Servilias, when he 
was master of the horse, now absent. Then, ifter recounting 
his exploito in war, in a manner suited to the dignity of the sub- 
ject, displaying, in a pompous discourse, eloquence equal to the 
bravery of his actions, he uncovered his breast, marked with an 
uncommon number of scars from wounds received in battle, and 
frequently turning his eyes from the capitol, called down Jupiter, 
and the other gods, to aid him in his present unhappy situation ; 
and prayed that the same sentiments with which they had in- 
spired him, while he stood in defence of the fortress for the pres- 
ervation of the Roman people, they would now in the crisis of 
his fato, infuse into the breast of that same Roman people ; and 
he besought each person present, in particular, and the whole 
assembly, that with their eyes fixed on the capitol and citadel, 
and their faces turned to the immortal gods, they would form 
their judgment concerning him. As the people were summoned 
by centuries in the field of Mars, and as the accused Btretched 
oat hia hands to the capitol, and instead of addressing his intrea- 
ties to men, directed them to the gods, the tribunes saw plainly, 
that unless they removed the multitude from a situation where 
even their eyes must remind them of such an honorable exploit, 
the best founded charge would never gain belief in minds so in- 
fluenced: wherefore, adjourning the trial, they summoned a 
meeting in the Petelinte grove, on the outside of the Nomentan 
gate, from whence there was no view of the capitol : tAere the 

• The mural crown was made of gold, and prcsenlcd to thote who, in 
assaulta, were tho first that forced their way into the towns. The civic 
crown was composedof oak-leaves, and bestowed on him who had saved 
the life of a citizen. The camp crown was of gold, and given to the man 
who first mounted the rampart of an enemy's camp. The obsidional 
crown was composed of grass, and presented, by the troops relieved 
^oia a aieffs to las commander who succoured them. 
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^bam WM cfUUifeM ; «i»4 people** mB«b iMiiig BMflio f g tf %f 
99y uvvigB or adtftnkiiMHi^ciKiiDiQtaacs, a wvere •entenoe, mm 
mkk\k enttiuA htant «t» ia lira teeaate of lto» JQ^gee, wm 
,|^Mi<ed OB Ittflfi. 3oBM aatliora saj that ke was eoliieiiuMcl' Ky 
two ccHBmiMimcv appoinlwi t» take cogMumee of imrtlen el 
lieaaeQ. Tlie tnlnuMe cael htm dewa ten tike Tatfeian reek : 
tkw the aenie spoi, in tKe eaee of oae maa, kecame a rummmmt 
of distutgoiabe^ f^oiy, and of the enielett jHuuaknent. Aftef Ma 
dealb-iBaika of vAmy weie &wd en hn ; fnr bis kooea Inyiiig 
atoed wheie the lemple of Meneto aad the nint-effee now stand, 
•n order wae made hj the peeple thai no paukiaa fliK>iild dw^ 
4ii the citadel or capitol : adecaee at te aaoe time being yat^A 
to prohibit any oi the Masliaa kasatf /tobi «i«r after beiMBg the 
fkame of Mareua Manhtiab Bock waa the ead e^ a ipan, wk*, 
had he not heen bona in a ieee stetey ^aoidd have nerited Hie 
eateem <^poaterity. A short thoae after, the people, FeeetleciiBg 
l)f)ly his Tutuea, weie filled with deep legret fep hie ieee. A 
pesUknco, too, which presoBtly feBowcd^ without any apparent 
ci^iise of so ^leat a laaladj, waa aJttiihuted, b^ most men, to ike 
puniduaeBt mflicted on Maiihu& ^ The capitol," thej obeervetf, 
^ had been polhited with the blood ef ita prsserfer ; and it had 
ffivea diapleasore to the gods, that the parson i^ whom their 
iemplea had been rescued out ef the hands ol the enemy^ skoold 
be bioi^ht before their eyes, is a aaanner to aafitf punishment.'* 
21. The pestilence waa soeceeded by a scarcity of tho fruita 
•f the earth.; [A. U. O. a72, B. O. Sm] and tiae report of bedi 
calamities spreading abroad, a^vantety of wais eneaed in the fel- 
lowii^ year, in which Locioa Valodaa,. a foufth tiine, Anlaa 
Manlius, a third time, Servius Solpieios^ a third time, liUeine Lu- 
cretius, Laicias JEmilius, a ^urd tinle, and Mascea Trebomus, 
were military tiibunea with consular pewef. Besidee the Vot- 
aciana, destined by some fatalily to give peipetoal employment 
to the Roman soldiery, and the coloniea of Oirceii and Yefitne, 
long meditating a revolt, and Li^am, whoae eondoct gave room 
for suspicioRi a new enemy suddenly epfong op in the peeple of 
lAnuviwD^a city whose fidelity had' hitherto been remarkably 
ateady. The senate, judging that tfaia arose from eontemptuetio 
notions entertained by that nation, en seeing that the rei«lt ef 
the peo]^ of Yelitrta, members of &e Roman state, remained 
so long unpunished, decreed, that an assembly should be held aa 
soon as possible, concerning a declaration of war against that 
colony : and to induce the commons to engage in that senriea 
with the greater readiness^ they appointed five eemmieaiooen 
to make a distribution of the Pomjprtme lands, and three to co»- 
Aict a colony to Ncpete. Then it was proposed to the people 
that they should order the declaration of war ; and the plehena 
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tiibdne* in. vain endeavouriag to diMoaide tkem, the tribes unani- 
mously passed it. During that jear preparations -were made for 
hostilities, but on account of the pestilence the troops were not 
led into the field. This delay a0brded aofficieet tinoe to the 
colonists to tako measures to appease the anger of the senate ; 
and the greater part of their»people were inclined to send a sup- 
pliant embassy to Home ; which would have taken place, had 
not, as is often the case, the interest af the public been involved 
-with the danger of individuals ; and had not the authors of the 
revolt, dreading lest theinselves only might be conaiUered as aa- 
swerable for the guilt, and be delivered up as victims to the re- 
' sentment of the Romans, infused into the c<^nists an sveisioa 
from peaceful councils. They therefore found means, not only 
U) obstruct the proposed embassy in the senate, but to excite a 
great part of the commons to make predatory excursions into 
the Roman territory, which new injury broke off all hopes of 
peace. This year also, a report was <^rst pcopa^ated of the 
Praenestians having revolted ; and when the people of Tusculum» 
and Gabii, and Li^vici, on whose lands they had made incursions, 
brought the charge against th^m, the senate iii their answer 
showed so little resentment, as made it evident that they gave 
the less credit to th§ charges, because they wished them not to 
be true. 

22. In th/e following year, [A. U. C. 373, B. C. 3793 the two 
Papirii, Spurius and Lucius, new military tribunes with consular 
power* led the legions to Velitns, leaving their four colleagues 
m the tribuneship, Servius Cornelius Maluginensis, a fourth time, 
Qnintus Servilius, Servius Sulpicii^, aiul Lucius i£milius, a 
fourth time, to secure the safety of the city, and to be in readiness, 
in case intelligence of any new commotion should arrive from 
Etruria ; for now every thing was apprehended from that quarter. 
At Yelitiae ihey fought a battle with success, in which they 
were opposed by a number of Praenestine auxiliaries, rather 
greater than that of the colonists : and here the city being so 
near, was the reason of the enemy (quitting the field the -sooner, 
as it was their only refuge after their flight. The tribunes did 
not proceed to lay siege to the town, because the issue was un- 
certain ; and. besides, thfey did not think that they ought to push 
the war to the utter destruction of the colony. The letters sent 
to Rome to the senate, with news of the victory, expressed 
greater animosity against the Pnenestine enemy than against 
those of Yelitrae. In consequence of which, by decree of the 
senate, and order of the people, war was declared against the 
Praenestians. These, the next year, in. conjunction with the 
Volscians, took .Satricum, a colony of the Roman people, by 
storm, after an obstinate defence made by the colonists, and in 
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their trettraent of the firieoiMiB made a bariieioiis -use <if their 
^ctoiy. [A. U. G. 374, B. 0. 878.] Inceoeed thereat, tto 
Romans elected Marcus Farius CamiUus, a seventh time, mili- 
tary tribune ; the colleagues joined with him were the two Poe- 
tumii Regillenses Aulus and Lucius, and Lucius Furius, with Lu- 
eins Lucretius, and Marcus Fabius Ambustus. The war with the 
Yolacians was decreed to Camfllus out of the ordinaxy course. 
Lucros Fnriu^ was chosen by lot, firom among the rest of the tiib- 
unes, his assistant, an appointment which proved not so advanta- 
geous to the public as jnoductive of honour to CamiUus, in every 
btanch of his conduct : in that which respected the public, as he 
restored their cause, when nearly ruined by the temerity of Fa- 
rhis ; and in that which concerned themselves in particular, as, 
from the error of that man, he soyght the means of engaging his 
gratitude, rather than of augmenting his own glory. CaimUae 
was now far in the decUne of life, and had intended at the elec- 
tion to take the usual oath, in order to be excused, on account 
of his health, but was prevented by the unanimous desire of the 
people. He retained aU his faculties entire ; his vigorous genius 
stall bloomed and flourished in a breast which glow<^ withyouth- 
ful ardour ; and though he took little share in civil affairs, yet 
the business of war roused his spirit. Enlisting four legions of 
four thousand men each, and ordering the troops to assemble 
next day at the Esquiline gate, he marched towards Satricum. 
There the conqueror^ of the colony waited (at him, nowise dis- 
mayed, confiding in their number of men, in which they had 
considerably the advantage : and when they understood th^t the 
Romans were approaching, marched out immediately to the field, 
determined without any delay to put all on the hazard of one 
decisive effort : which manner of proceeding, they thought, 
would put it out of the power of the enemy to compensate for 
the smallness of theii number by the skill of their great com- 
mander, on which they placed their sole reliance. 

23. The same ardour prevailed likewise in the troops of the 
Romans, and in one of their generals ; nor was there any thing 
which prevented them from hazarding an immediate engagement 
but the wisdom and authority of that general, who sought, l^ 
protracting the war, to find some opportunity wherein their 
strength might receive aid from skill. The more on that account 
did We enemy urge them, and now, not only drew out their 
troops in order of battle before their own camp, but advanced 
into the middle of the plain, and, throwing up trenches near the 
Roman battalions, made ostentatious show of boldness derived 
from their strensth. The soldiers were highly provoked at this, 
and much more highly, Lucius Furius, the other military tribune; 
who, besides a naturally sanguine temper, and his vigorous time 
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•f life^ was elated witlt the hopes which he nw poanes the 

multitude, who are ever apt to assume confidence from causes 
the worst founded. The soldiery, of themselves ^11 of impa- 
tience, he instigated still &rtber, hy depreciating his colleague's 
judgment on account of his great age, the only point on which 
ne could possibly impeach ii, saying, that " war was the province 
of youth, and that men*s minds flourished and withered, together 
wiUi their bodiee ; that he, who certainly had been a most active 
warrior, was becmne a mere drone ;. and though it had been his 
eufltom immediately on coming up with an enemy to snatch from 
them the possession of their camp« and cities at the first onset ; 
yet now he wasted time, lying inactive within the trenches. 
And what luccessionto his own strength, or diminution of that 
#»f the enemy, did he. hope fori What .opportunity, what season, 
what place for )«actisin^ stratagem 1 The old man's schemes 
were too cold and languid. Camillns, for his own part, had en- 
joyed a Bufiieient share both of life and of fflory ; but where was 
thie propriety of suffering the strength of the state, which on^ht 
to be immortal,nto sink into the debility of dd age, together widi 
one mortal bodyl'* By such discourses he had drawn to him- 
•elf the attention of the whole camp ; and when in every quarter 
ihey called for battle, he said to nis colleague, '^Camilhis, we 
CBOBOt withstand the violence of the soldiers ; and the enemy, 
whose courage we have increased by our delays, insults us with 
airogance aMolotely intolerable. Give up your single jud^ 
ment to the general one, and suffer yoarself to be overcome in 
coonsely that yon may the sooner overcome in battle." To 
which Gamillus replied, that " in aH the wars which, to that day, 
had been waged .under his single auspices, neither himself nor 
the Roman people had found reason to be displeased, either with 
his conduct or his fortune : at present j he was sensible that he 
had a colleague, in command and authority, equal to himself ; 
in vigour of age, superior : as to what regarded the troops, he 
had ever hitherto been accustomed to rule, not to be ruled ; but 
his colleague^ right of command he coatd not call in question. 
Let him do, with the- favour of ^the gods, what he thought the 
interest of the commonwealth required. He would even request 
aomuch indulgemee to his age, as that he should not be in the 
frontline. That whatever duties in war an old man was quali- 
fied for, in these he would not be deficient ; and that he be- 
sought the immortal ffods that no misfortune might give them 
reason to think his plan the wiser one."' Neither was his 
salutary advice listened to by men, nor sqch pious prayers 
by the gods : the adviser of the fight drew up the first line ; 
C5amillus formed the reserve, and posted a strong guard in front 
of the camp ; then, taking his own atation on an eminence/aa 
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ft apedfttairf he anaoiishr iw«tched the isscie of iSae o^ef^ 

24. At aoon tslhe cla«h of ftrms was heait! in the first eoh 
counter, the enemy thonoi^ stBatagem, not through fear, began 
to letiie. There was a gentle acclmtv hi their rear between 
the anny and their camp ; and as they liad plenty of men, they 
had left in their camp several strong cohorts, armed and ready 
for action^ who were to sa% forth after the battle shoold begin, 
and when the enemy approaehed the tampart. The Romans 
eagerly^ following the retreating army, w^re'Atmwn into diead> 
Tantageotts ginmid, whew this sally conld be made on them wiA 
effect: terror thus reverting on die oonqoeror from this new 
forcSt the declivity of the ground ob%ed the^ Roman liiie to 
give way. The Vnlscianaj who had come fvsah from their tenls 
to the attack pressed them close ^ and those too who had com^ 
terieited retreat now; returned to the fight Tho Roman sol- 
diers no longer retired in order, but forgetting dieir late-nre*> 
sumption and their former renown, every whese toined thek 
backs, and with the utmost speed nn towaids their camp : when 
Camillus being liftedrOn hi* horse, by his attendants, and hastily 
opposing the reserved troops in th^ way, called out, ** la thts^ 
soldiers, the^figbt that you demanded 1 What man, what god 
can you blame 1 The former temecity waa all your own ; yon* 
own this present cowsidice. Am you have followed another 
leader, follow now Camillos ; and ea you are accnetomed. to dev 
mider my conduct, conquer* Why do you look tosvaeds the 
rampart and camp 1 Not a man of yon, unless victenous, ahsll 
find admittance there." Shame at &8t stopped their preeipitste 
flight : then, wh^i thev saw the standards whe^ about, and n 
line formed to front the enemy ; when ft leadsc, who basidee 
being distinguished by so many triumphs* was veneial^ even 
on account of his age, exposed himself in the front of the baApt 
talions, where there was .the greatest share both of lahsmr andi 
danger ; every one began to upbraid, both himself and others, 
and mutual exhortation spread in a brisk shout through thn 
whole length of the line, Nor w«3 the other tribune deficient ia 
activity. Bei^g.sentito the cavaliy by hie coHeagne* whilet he 
waa reforming the line of infantiy, he did not offeK to rebitke' 
them ; %)r the .share which he had in their foult had lendaned 
any thing he could .aay of little weight . .Instead of eomma|id» 
therefore, he had recourse entirely to entreaties; beseeching 
each, and all together, to ** redeem him from miscondjact, who 
was answerable for the events of that day. In spite," said hc^ 
'* of the advice and endeavours of my colleague, I have associ.. 
ated myself in the rashness of the many, rather than listened to 
the prudence of one. Camillus sees matter of glory to himaell 
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oa 6tther tide to whidi tovr foitane may incline ; bat I, mileai 
Hie fieht is restored, shall feel the evil, in common with joa all. 
Mid Miall alone ezpeiience all the infamv ; the most wretched 
lot that could befall me." It was thouflht best, while the line 
was stiU unsteady, that the csraby shoiud dismomit and chaige 
the enemy on foot. Aecordinffly, distingoished beyond others 
by their arms snd their spirit, Siey advanced on the part where 
they saw the inftntiy most pressed ; nor was there one among 
them, whether officer or sokuer, who did not dispUj the utmost 
effoits of courage : the aid therefors which their ▼igorous exer- 
tions of bravery supplied soon determined the event. . The Yol- 
scians were dnven headlong in real flight over the same ground, 
where they had ju«t before retired with counterfeited fear : great 
numbers of them were slain, both in the battle and afterward 
in the pursuit : of the rest, however, who were found in the camp 
ytbieh the enemy took before they halted, more were made pris- 
oners than put to death. 

25. Here, in taking an account of the prisoners, several Tus- 
culans being observM, they were separated from the rest, and 
brought to the tribunes ; and, being eiamined, confessed that 
they nad served in the war under the authority of the state. 
Hereon Camiilus, alarmed at the i^mehension of a war so near 
home, declared tibat he would immediately cany the prisoners to 
Rome, that the senate might not be ignorant of the revolt of the 
Tusculans from the confederacy : meanwhile, his colleague, if 
be thought proper, should command the camp and" the army. 
One day had been sufficient to teach him not to prefer his own 
counsels to better. However, neither himself nor, any person 
ii^ the army suppos^ that Camiilus would, without marks of 
diispleasure, pass over his misconduct, by which the public had 
been thrown into such perilous hazard ; and as well in the army 
as at Rome the account uniformW received and ^universally ad- 
mitted was, that with reject to the different degrees of success 
experienced in the country of the Volscians, the blame of the 
troops being worsted in fight and quitting the field was to be 
imputed to Lucius Furius, and that the whole honour of their 
victory belonged to Camiilus. On the prisoners being brought 
before the senate, it was decreed that war should be made on 
the Tusculans, and Camiilus was appointed to the command iv 
that expedition : on which he requested to be allowed one as- 
sistaa. m the business ; and having received permission to ^ame 
any of his colleagues whom he thought proper, conlrarv to all 
men*s enectation, he chose Lucius Furius ; by which he both 
alleviated the disgrace of his colleague, and at the same time ac- 
quired great honour to himself. However, there was no war 
with the Tusculans. By a strict adhersnce to peaceable i 
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IBM, tfaey wwdfld off te fbme of the RsBnu, iriuek il had 
been imponiblB for them to faeve done by amie ; far on enteriiig 
tbeir twnit u iy ; no lemovmb were made from the pbeee adjaoent 
10 the roads, no iatenupftion hi the cukiratmi of the giwmdt, 
ihe gateeof their city stood open, crowds of inhabitaiits came 
fnih in their gowne to meet the eenenla, and pnmskms for the 
tny>pe wero ^oght wiA cheeriuuieea into the camp, both from 
the city and the coontcy. CamiBtis pitched his camp beforo the 
gatee, and beinir desirous to know whether the same appearance 
of peace peeTaued within the walls,^ which was held out in the 
comitry, went into the city ; and when be saw the doors and 
the shops open, and all kinds «f wares exposed to sale, trades- 
men biM^ in their respective empkiyments, the schools of learn- 
ing bozcmg with the voieee of the scholars, and the streets filled 
with the po|p»«1ace of CTCiy sdH, among whom wero women and 
childron eoiifig different ways, as their seyeral occasions called 
them, and when, in short, he perceived no circumstance which 
bore any appearance of fright, or ereh of surprise, he looked 
round to find in what manner, and where the preparation for 
war had been made; for there was not the least trace of any 
thing havinff been either removed; or placed to oppose him in 
his way ': all indeed was in a uniform state of peace, so that one 
could hardly suppose that even tiie rumour of war had reached 
them. 

26. Overcome therefore by the submissive demeanour of the 
enemy; he ordered their senate to be called, and said to them : 
•* Men of Tnsculnm ; you are the only persons who have hith- 
erto discovered the real strength, and the true anus, wherewith 
you might secure yourselves from the resentment of the Ro- 
mans. Go to Rome, to the senate. The fathers will consider 
whether your former conduct more merited punishment, or your 
present forgiveness. T shall not arrogate to myself the gratitude 
which you will owe for favour conferred by thejpublic. From 
me you shall have liberty to solicit pardon. Tnc 'senate will 
erant such return to your prayers as they shall judge proper." 
When the Tusculans came to Rome, and the senate of^that 
people, who very lately were f^thful allies, appeared in the 
porch of the senate-house, with sorrow in their countenances, 
jthe senators, moved with compassion, immediately ordered them 
to be called in, in a manner expressive of hospitality, rather 
than of enmity. The Tuscolan dictator spoke to this effect : 
** Conscript fathers ; we, against whom you have proclaimed 
and were about to wage war, jost as you see us now, «<^^^ndiiy 
in the porch of your house, went forth to meet your command- 
ers and your le«rions. This was our habit, this the habit of oor 
commons ; and ever shall be, unless at any time wo ahaU re- 
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mkemaut fiom ^wi, and in y«ar came. We return iknkM to 
. fom geiMMiis and your laptops for haviBg given credit to their 
owm fjff^ ntlier tkin to puMic nuBoar ; «i^ for eommittiiigmi 
iMMttibtiet tliemiehree, wiieie they found none rabsisting. The 
petee by wkich our oondoct hae. been governed, the flame we 
foquest from you. War we befloecji you to send to that quarter, 
where« if anj where, war subeiets. The power of ^ur arms 
•gainst us, if aft«r suhmiseien we aie to experience it, we will 
•experience imanned. ' Tins is our determination : may the im- 
tnortal gods render it as successltil as it is dutiful. As to what 
tegaids the chafgea by which you were moved to declare ^sw 
against ns, although it is needless to refuto with words what has 
been contradicted by flustsf yet, admitting that they were true, 
after giving such evident proofs of repentance, we should thmk 
ourselves safe in pleading guilty before you. Consider us then 
as guil^ towards you, since you are persons to whom such sat- 
isfaction may be made with propriety.'^ These were neaily the 
words of the Tusculans. They obtained peace at the Pj^nt, 
and not very long after the freedom of the state also. The le- 
gions were then withdrawn from Tusculum. 

'27. Camillus, after having highly signaliied himself by his 
conduct and bravery in the ViMscian war, by his successful 
management in the Tusculan expedition, and in both, by his 
singular moderation towards his colleague, went out of office, 
having elected military tribunes for the ensuing year, (A. U. C 
375, B. C. 877] Lucius and Publius Valerius, Lucius a fifth 
time, Publius a third, and Caius Sergius, a third time, Lucius 
M^nenius, a second time, Spunus Papirius, and Scrvius Corne- 
lius Malugiiiensis. Censors became necessary this year, prin- 
cipally on Account of the various representations made of the 
debts ; the tribunes of the commons exaggerating the amount 
of them, with design to increase the general discontent, while ft 
was underrated by those whose interest it was that the difficulty 
of procuring payment should appear to be owing rather to the 
want of honesty than of ability in the debtors. The censors ap- 
pointed were Caius Sulpicius Camerinus, and Spurius Postu- 
mius Regillensis : after they had entered on the business, it was 
interrupted by the death of Postumius, as it was not allowable 
to employ a substitute as colleague with a censor. Sulpicms 
therefore, abdicating the office, others were named to it ; but 
some defect being discovered in the manner of their appoint- 
ment, they were not received; and to appoint a third set was 
not allowed, as the gods seemed unwilling to admit of censors 
for that year. The plebeian tribunes now exclaimed, that such 
mockery of the commons was not to be endured ; that " the 
•enato declined a public mquiiy, which would ascertam each 
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mill's proMrty, as that would diwoTer that one half of Ao eiM»> 
monwealth was held ui a state of depression by the other ; whiloy ' 
in the meantime, the corammie, overwhehned with debt, wera 
rapoeed contuuially. to the arms of one enemT after another. 
Wars were now industriously sought oi^ all sides, without any 
distinction. From Antium the lesions were led to Satricum* 
from Satricum to Velitne, frctan Uience to Tusculum. The 
Latinos, the Hemicians, the Frsniestines, were now threatened 
with hostilities ; and this out of hatred to the citizens rather than 
ibr injuries ; with design to wear out the commons under arma^ 
hot suffering them either to take breath in the city, or to have 
leisure to reflect on their liberty, or to take their places in an as- 
sembly where they might sometimes hear a tribune's voice, di»- 
coursm^i about the r^uction of interest, ^nd the removal of 
other grievances. But, for t^eir part, if they could find in the 
commons a. spirit capable of emulating the liberty of their 
fathers, they would neither suffer any Romnn citizen to be made 
over to a creditor for money lent, nor any levy of troops to be 
made, until the debts being exai^ined, and some method adopted 
for lessening them, every man should know what was his own* 
and what another's ; whether liis person was still to ^nioy free- 
dom, or whether that too was due to the stocks." The prise 
held out to sedition quickly excited it ; for numbers were con- 
tinually made over to creditors ; and accounts being received of 
the Pnenestines being in arms^ the senate voted new legions to 
be levied, to both wmch proceedings obstruction* began to he 
raised at once by the interposition of the tribunitian power and 
the united efforts of the commons : for neither did the tribunes 
suffer those who were adjudged to their creditors to be carried 
to prison, nor did the younger citizens give in their names for 
the war ; while the senate were less solSitous at present about 
enforcing the laws concerning the lending of money than about 
effecting the levy ; for now they were informed that the enemy 
had marched from I^neste, anid taken post in the Sabine terri- 
tory. That v^ intelligence, however, rather irritated the trib- 
unes to persist in the opposition which they had set up than 
deterred them : nor was any thing sufficient to allay the oiscon- 
tents but the approach of hostilities almost to the vexy waUs. 

28. For the Prwnestines having learned that there was no 
army levied at Rome, nor eeneral fixed on, and that the patri- 
cians and commons were tiien up with quarrels among tnem- 
selves, their leaders deemed this a fortunate opportunity for 
molestation; and having made a hasty march, ravaginff the 
country all along as they passed, they advanced their standards 
to the Colline jrate. Great was the consternation ui the city ; 
the alarm was given through every part ; people ran together to 
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^he mMa md gates, aad tumng at length tfaenr thoughts ftom 
aodition to war, they creatod Titus Quinthis Cincinnatas dicta- 
tor, who nomioatod Aohis Sempronins Attatmus master of tlie 
hcMTse. No sooner was this heard than the enemy, such was the 
tenor of dia£ ofiiee, retired from the walls ; while, on the dicta- 
tor's edict being .issaed, the Roman yoath attended without ex- 
cme. Daring the time that &e levy was going on at Rome^ the 
«nemy encamped DOt £u from the river Allia, whence ^ey 
earned their depiedations through all the country round, boasf- 
iag among themselves that they had chosen a post fatal to the 
city of B^me, whose troops would be dismayed, and fly from 
theoce, ae they had done in the GalUc war.' For, " if the Ro- 
mans were afraid of a day which was deemed inauspicious, and 
■oarked with the name of that place, how much more than the 
AUian day would t^ey dread the AUia itself the monument of 
sa great a disaster ! The fierce looks of the Gfauls, and the 
sound of their voices, would certainly recur to their eyes and 
«ars." Possessed with these groundless notions of eircumstaii- 
ces as groundless, they rested their hopes on the fortune of the 
plaee. 'On the other hand, the Romans (Considered that ** in 
whatevfef pUce-their Latsne enemies stood, they knew very well 
that they wete the same whom they had utterly vanquished at 
the lake ResiMos, and had hekl under peaceable subjection k/t 
DOW a hunmed years : that the AUia, being lliat way distia- 
gutched, would rather stimulate them to blot out the remem- 
brance of their misfortune, than raise apprehensions of any 
ground being ioauspiciooa to their success. Were they even to 
meet the Gauis themselves on that spot, d|ey would fight, as 
(hey fought at Rome, for the recovery of their country ; as the 
day after at Gabii, where they took effectual care that not a 
oingle enemy who had entered the walls ef Rome should cany 
home an account -eithor of their successes or defeats.'* 

39. With these' sentiments on each side, they met at ^ 
Attia. As. soflfti as the Roman dictator came withm sight of the 
enemy, who werS drawn u{» and ready for action, he said, 
** AuKw Sempronios, da you perepive l^at those men have taken 
post at the Altia, relying, no doobt, on die fortune of the place 1 
mot have the iaimoital gikls effaided them any surer ground 4t 
einfidenoe, or any more eflectua) sapport. Bvt do you, relying 
40 arms- and courage, makeabribk charge on the middle of theit 
line. When they shall be thrown into disorder, I will liear down 
on them with the legions. Ye gods ! . who witnessed the treaty, 
be favoorablo to our cause, ami eitact the penally due for the 
affront offered to yourselves, and also for the deception imposed 
on us, through an appeal to your divinity.** The Pneiiestinoa 
mete unable to atand against either the cavalry or the ift£uitrys 
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Um find thoht aa^ chaajgB broke their mke. In a Iittf e time, ii# 
part of their line remaining entire, they turned their badLs, and 
fled in sneb censteroation, that they eren passed by their owb 
camp, and neyer relaxed their speed until Pmneste was in view. 
Iliere, rallying, they took possession of a post, which they lop- 
tified after a l»sty manner, dreading lest, if they retraated witluB 
the wails, the country should be iinmediajtely wasted with fiie^ 
and when ^very other place was descdated, siege shoald be laid 
to the city. But no socHier did the victorious lumans approach^ 
after plundering the camp at the AlHa, than they abandoned this 
fortress also, and shut themselvee up in the town ef PrsMeste^ 
scarce^ thinking the waUs a sufficient security. There were 
eight other towns under the dominion of the Pi»nestines: 
these wore attacked in succession, and taken without any great 
difficulty, and the anny led to Yelitiv. That also was taken by 
eterm. They then eame to Pneneste, the main seorce of this 
war, and it fell into tbair hands, net by fence, but capitulation. 
Titus Quintius having thus gained the vietefy in one pitched 
battle, having taken from the enemy, by storm, two camps and 
nine tewnsy and Praeneste on surrender, returned te Reoae; 
and, in his triumph, carried into the capital the statue ^Jupiter 
Imperator, which he had brought away from Preneste. It was 
dedicated between the recesses of Jupiter and Minerva, and on 
a tablet, fixed under it as a monument of his exploits, were en- 
graved nearhr these words : ^' Jupiter, and all the gods, granted 
that Titus Quinuusy dictator, should take nine, towns m nine 
days/* On the twentieth day after his appointment he abdic»- 
ted the dictatorship. 

30. An election was then held of military tribunes, with con- 
aular power, when eaual numbers of patiidans and plebeians 
were chosen. [A. U. C. 376, B. C. 376.} The patricians 
were, Publius and Caius Manlius,.with Lucius Julius; the ple- 
beians, Caius Sf xtihus, Marcus Albinius, and Lucius Antistiusw 
To the Manlii, because they were superior to >the plebeians in 
point ef descent, and to Juhus in interest^ the Yelsciana were 
assigned as a province, out of the ordinary course, without cast- 
ing of l<yts, or mutual' agreemoit : of which step both they 
themselves^ and the .senate, who made the disposal, had after- 
ward reason to repent. Without taking msaswes t<> obtain the 
nroper intelligenee, they sent out some cohorts to fonge. 
Marching hastily to supnort these, in cense^uenoe of e false re- 
port brought to them of their being ensnared, without even t^ 
taining the author of the report, and who was not a Roman but 
a Latine soldier, they themselves fell into an ambuscade ; where^ 
whilst they gave and received many wounds, maintaining resist, 
ance on diaadvantageous ground merely by dint of valour, tin 
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f, in aiMther quarter, made an assault on the Roman camp, 
which lay in. a low situation. The generals by their rashness 
mud unskilfuhiess had thrown affairs, in boCh places, into most 
imminent danger ; and that any part of the army was saved was 
owing to the fortune of the Roman people, and the bravery of 
the i^diers, capable of acting with steadiness, even, without a 
commander. When an account of .these transactions was 
broocht to Rome, it was at first thought necessary that a dictator 
should be nominated : but intelligence being received from the 
ooantry of the Volscians that matters were quiet, and it beinff 
evident that they knew not how to take advantage of success and 
opportunity, even Uie troops and generals which were there were 
recalled ; and a cessation of hostilities continued during the re- 
mainder of the year, as far as regarded that people. The only 
interroption of tranquillity which occurred, and that towards the 
end of the jrear, was the revival of hostilities by the Pnenestines, 
who had prevaded on the states of the Latines to co-ouerate with 
them. ' During this year, new colonists were enrolled for Setia, 
the colony themselves complaining of a scarcity of men. In- 
ternal tranquillity, which was procured by the influence of the 
plebeian military tribunes, and the respect paid to their dignity 
by those of their own condition, proved some consolation for the 
failure of success in war. 

ai. In the beginning of the next year, [A. U. C. 377, B. C. 
375] the flames of sedition blazed out with great violence ; the 
military tribunes with consular power being Spurius Furius, 
Quintus Servilius, a second time, Caius Licinius, Publius 
Cloelius, Marcus Horatius, and Lucius Geganius. This se- 
dition again arose from the debts ; for the purpose of ascer- 
taining which, Spurius Servilius Priscus and Quintus ClcBliuk 
X were appointed censors, but were hindered by a war from pro- 
ceeding in the business ; for hasty messengers at first, and then 
people who fled from the country, brought information that the 
Yolscian legions had entered the borders, and were committing 
depredations through the Roman territory. 'Alarming as this 
intelligence was, so far was their fear of a foreign enemy from 
restraming the violence of their domestic feuds that, on the con- 
trary, it gave occasion to the tribunitian power to exert itself 
with greater vehemence in obstructing the levies, until tiiese 
conditions were imposed on the senate : that, during the con- 
tinuance of the war, no one should pay a tax, nor ^uld any 
{'udicial process be carried on respecting money due. This re- 
axation being obtained for the commons, there was no farther 
delay in the levies. When the new legions were enlisted, it 
was resolved that they should be divided, and two different 
armies led into the Yolscian territory. Spurius Furius and 
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Marcus Homtins poceeded to the right, towaids Antian sod 
the aeacoast; Qurntua Servilhis and lyiucias Geganius to Che 
left, towards Ecetra and the mountains. On neitb^ skb did the 
enemy meet them. Devastations were therefore made, not like 
those which the Volscians had committed in the manner of ban- 
ditti, snatching an opportunity, and hunied by their lean, rely*- 
ine on the dissensions among the Romans, and dreading their 
Talour ; but with a regular army, and giving full scope to their 
resentment, more detrimental too, by reason of their contiiui- 
ance ; for the Volscians, dreading lest an army should come out 
from Rome against them, had made their incursions only into 
the skirts of the frontiers ; the Romans loitered in their country, 
in hopes of bringing them to an engagement. Eveiy house 
therefore was burnt, and several villages also ; not a fruit-tree 
was Icfl, nor the seed in the ground to give a prospect of a 
harvest. All the men and cattle found without the walls wore 
driven off as spoil, and the troops, from both quarters, were led 
back to Rome. 

32. Thus a short interval had been allowed to the debtors , 
but no sooner was quiet restored abroad than the courts were 
filled anew with lawsuits against them : and so distant was 
every hope of lessening the burden of former dtt>ts, that they 
were obliged to contract now ones, by a tax for building a waU 
of hewn ston^, ytrhich the censors had contracted for. To this 
hardship the commons were obliged to submit, because there 
were, at the time, no levies which the tribunes might obstruct ; 
nay, such an ascendency had the nobility, that they obliged them 
to choose all the militaiy tribunes out of the patricians, Lucius 
^milius, Publius Valerius, a fourth time, Caius Veturius, Ser- 
vius Sulpicius, Lucius and Caius Quintius Cincinnatus. [A. U. 
C. 373, B. C. 374.] By the same influence a resolution was 
carried, without opposition, that, to make head against the 
Latines and Volscians, who, with their forces united, were en- 
camped at Satricum, all Jjie young men should be obliged to 
take the military oath ; end that three armies should be formed } 
one, for the protection of the city ; another, which, in case any 
disturbance should arise elsewhere, might be sent where the 
sudden exigences of war should require. The third, and by far 
the most powerful, Publius Valerius and Lucius ^milius led to 
Satricum ; and there, finding the enemy drawn up in order of 
battle, on level ground, they instantly came to an engagement. 
But a heavy rain, attended with a violent storm of wind, put a 
stop to the fight : when, though victory had not declared for 
them, they yet had a fair prospect of it. Next day the battle 
was renewed, and for a considerable time the Latjne legions 
particularly, who, during the long continuance of the confederacy, 
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had learned the Roman discipline, maintained their ground with, 
equal bravery and success. At length, a charge of the cavaliy 
disordered their ranks, and before this could be remedied ih.0 
in&ntry advanced on them. Wherever the Roman line attackeH, 
the enemy were poshed from their ground ; and when once the 
advantage, turned against them they found the.Roman force inre- 
sistible. They were therefore utterly routed ; and flying to 
Satiicum, which was two miles distant, had many of their men 
slain, chiefly by the cavalry. Theit camp was taken and plun- 
dered. The night after the battle they went off from Satricum 
to Antium, in a manner more like a flight than a march ; and 
though the Roman army followed, almost in their ateps, yet fear 
proved fleeter than fury : so that they had got within their walls 
before the Romans could harass or impede their rear. Several 
days were spent in wasting the country ; for the Romans were 
not properly furnished with military engines for attacking walls, 
nor the others in a condition to hazard a battle. 

33. At this time a dissension arose between the Antians and 
the liatines ; for'the Antians, quite reduced by a war which had 
lasted from their birth, began to think of submission. The 
Ijatines, having but lately revolted, after a long enjoyment of 
peace, and their splits bemg still fresh, were therefore the more 
resolutely determined to persevere in the war. Their dispute 
lasted no longer than until each party perceived that they might 
accomplish their own views, without obstruction from the other. 
The Latines, by leaving the place, freed themselves from the 
imputi^n of being concerned in a peace which they deemed 
dishonourable. The Antians, as soon as those were removed 
whose presence impeded their sahitary designs, surrendered 
themselves and their territory to the Romans. The rage of the 
Latines, on finding that they could neither do any damage to the . 
Romans in war, nor keep the Volscians any longer m arms, 
vented itself in setting fire to the city of Satricum, which had 
been their first place of refuge after defeat. Not a building in.^ 
that city remained ; for th%y threw their firebrands indiscriminately 
on those that belonged to gods and to men, except the temple 
of Mother Matuta ; and from this they were withheld, not by 
any scruples of their own, or reverence towards the gods, but 
by a tremendous voice, which issued through the temple, with 
severe denunciations of vengeance, unless they removed their 
abominable fires to a distance from the temples. Inflamed with 
the same rage, they proceeded to Tusculum, in resentment of 
its having forsaken the general association of the Latines, and 
joined itseff to the Romans, not only as an ally, but even as a 
member of their state. No notice being received there of their 
intention, they rushed in by the gates, and on the first shout,. 

LIV. VOL. I. — fhi 
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nude dwniselTes masters of the whole town, esccpling tbe citft* 
del. Into this the townsmen had made their escape, with their 
wives and children, and sent messenjBfeis to' Rome, to aoqnaiBt 
the senate with their misfortime. With no lees expedition tbtt 
became the honour of the Roman people, an army was d»» 
spatched to Tuseulum, commanded bj Locios Quintios and 
Servius Sulpicius, militaij tribunes. They found the gates of 
Tuseulum shut, and the Latines acting the puts both of beeie* 
gers and besieged : on one side, defendmg the walls of the town; 
on the other, carrying on the attack of the citadel : at onea 
striking terror into omers, and feeling it themselves. Tlie ap- 
proach of the Romans made a greet akeraiioA in the minds ii 
both parties : the despondency of the Tuscutaas it conv^fted 
into the most joyful alacrity ; and the assured confidence entotp- 
tained by the Latines that they should quickly become mastere 
of the citadel, as they were already of the town, into an anxiety 
almost hopeless for their own safety. The shout was now raised 
by the Tusculans from the citadel, and returned by a much 
louder one from thc^ Roman armyl The Latines were hard 
pressed on all sides ; nor could they either sustain the foree of 
the Tusculans, pouring down on tluem fh>m the higher srooad, 
or repel the Riomans advancing to the walls^^ and forcing die 
bars of the gates. The walls first were mastered by scalade ; 
the gates were then broken open ; and the two enemies, pressing 
them in firont and in rear, py> strength being left for fight, no 
room for escape, the^ wete surrounded and cut to pieces to a 
man. Tuseulum being thus recovered from the enemy, the 
army returned to Rome. 

84. In proportion to the degree of tranquillity which prevailed 
this year abroad, in consequence of the successes obtained in 
war, did the violence of the patricians, and the distresses of the 
commons, increase daily in the city ; the necessity of immediate 
payment, of itself, impairing the ability to pay : so that having 
tio means left of answering any demanc]^ out of their property, 
they were cast in suits, and ordfered into custody. Thus, at the 
expense of their reputations and persons, they satisfied their 
creditors ; punishment being substituted in the place of money. 
In consequence of this, they sunk into such despondency, not 
only the lowest, but even the principal plebeians, that no man 
could be found adventurous enough eitner to stand candidate 
among patricians for the military tribuneship (a. privilege which 
th^ had used such mighty efforts to obtain ;) or even to sue for 
ana undertake the plebeian magistracies : insomuch, that it 
seemed as if the patricians had now recovered for ever the pos- 
session of that honour ; and that it had been only usurped, »r a 
few years, by the commons. The excessive joy which that 
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fM^tvouM hvre teaped fitom dus «veal was fMrevfeUtod bjr-a 
«Mwe wliich vnM butirifling, «» it very often the case in coiA- 
nciMNi with the impoitaut coneequencea whieh it o^edncedL. 
liaieua Fabius Amlnntue was a inan of eonaidetable wei^t 
aoMiBg theee of hia own rank, and also among the commona, 
becaoae they conaidered him aa one who waa not at all diapoaed 
to treat them with contempt : he had two daughteza married, the 
eldar to Semua Sa^ciua, the younger to Caiua lictniua Stolo, 
of high r^utatien, hiU a plebeian ; and the very circomatanee 
of Fabina not having acomed thia alliance pocured him iaTOVr 
tti the minda of the populace. It happened, that while the two 
aaeten were amuaing themaelvea in conversation at the houae of 
8«rnua Sulpicina, then militair tribune, oA Sulpicina^a letutn 
hoBie from the fbnun, one of hia itctora, according to caetom, 
lapped at the door with hia rod : the younger Fabia, who waa a 
atnmger to the custom, bein|^ fiightened at this, waa laughed at 
by hmt eiater, viko waa aurpnaed at her ignorance of the mattdr. 
That laugh, however, left a atinc in the other*a bteaat ; as the 
Meraet tnflea will often affect Uie female mind. The crowd 
tlao of attendants, and of people offering their aervice, I suppose, 
made her thmk her aisterj|^ppy in her marriage, and repine at 
ber own ; according to tfie ao generally prevailing foible, for it 
U certain that acarcely any can bear to be aurpassed by thoae 
neareat their own level. While ahe waa under great disquietude 
from thia recent mortification, her father happened to see heir, 
and aaked " la all wellt" and though ahe disaembled at first, the 
cause of her uneasiness, because it was neither very consistent 
with the aflfeetion of a sister; nor verv honourable to her hue- 
band, he by tender inquiries, at length brought her to confess 
that her unhappiness arose from being united to an inferiM', 
from being married into a house which neither dignities n&t 
honours could enter. Ambustus then consoling his daughter, 
bade her keep up her apirita ; for that she ahould ahortly aee tn 
her own house tne same honours which she saw at her aister'tf. 
He then, with hia aon4n-law, began to frame his designs ; and 
in conjunction with Lucius Sextius, a young man of active tal- 
enta, to whoae hopea there appeared no impediment, except the 
want of patrician deaeent. 

86. The juncture appeared aeasonaUe for the introduction 
of innovationa, on account of the immense burden of debt, from 
which evil the commons could have no hope of relief, except 
•ome of their own order Were placed in the adminiatration of 
government. To that point they aaw it neceasary to direct their 
moat vigoroua exertiona. The commona, by apinted endeavours 
and perseverance, had already gained one step towards it ; from 
whence, if they struggled forward, they might arrive at the r-"^ 
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n^t, mod be placed en an equal iboting with ^ patiioiaa^ a 
honour as well as in merit. It was resOlTed that at present. ifaNce 
■hould be plebeian tribunes created ; in which office the cobi- 
mons might find the means of ^opening for themselves a vr%j to 
the other distinctions. [A. U. C. 379,, B. C. 373.] Aocoi4- 
ingly, Caius'Lucinius and Lucius Sextus were elected tribunes, 
and proposed several new laws, eveiy one of which was injurious 
to the power of the patricians, and in favoui of the interest of 
the plebeians. One related to debt, enacting, that whatever had 
been paid as interest, being deducted from the principal, the 
lemainder should be dischuged in three years, by so many 
equal instalments. Another, setting bounds to landed property, 
enacted, that no one should possess more than five hundred 
acres of land ; a third, that there should be no election of miU'- 
. taiy tribunes ; and that one of the consuls should, indispensably, 
be chosen out of the commons : all points of the utmost conse- 
quence, and not to be accomplished without powerful strugglea* 
When the patricians were thus challenged to contend, at once, 
for all those objects which excite the warmest desires in the 
human heart, they were terrified and dismayed ; nor could they, 
either in their public or private coimiltations,. devise any othw 
remedy than the one which they hafl frequently tried before, a 
protest : accordingly, they engaged some of the tribunes to op- 
Dose the propositions of their colleagues. These, having col- 
lected about them a band of patricians for their support, as soon 
9M they saw the tribes summoned by Licinius ana Sextius to 
give their su£biges, refused to suffer either the proposition to be 
read, or any of the usual forms, in taking the votes of the people, 
to be gone through. After assemblies had been often callea to 
DO purpose, and the propositions were now considered as re- 
jected, Sextius said to th6m, " It is very well ; since it is detet- 
mined that a protest shall carry such force in it, we will defend 
the commons with the same weapon. Come, patricians, pro- 
claim an assembly for the election of military tribunes ; I wUl 
take care that those words, " I forbid it," shall not be veiy 
pleaaing in your ears, though you listen with such deliffht to our 
colleagues chanting them at present." Nor did his threats fall 
without effect; except for ediles and plebeian tribunes, Uiere 
were no elections held. Licinius and Sextius being re-elected 
plebeian tribunes, suffered not any curule magistrates to be aji^ 
pointed ; and, during the space of five years, the city was kept 
without magistrates in those offices, the commons constantly 
re-electing the two tribunes, and these preventing the election 
of military tribunes. 

36. There had been a seasonable cessation of wars ; but the 
colonists of VelitrsB, grown wanton through ease» and knowing 
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IhH Umw wto too tnny on fisot at Rome, nude iorenl iaen^ 
tiodt into tiio Roman territory, and even laid aiege to Tnseulam. 
Wliea, on this etent, the TusciiUns, their old allies and new 
(Mlow-citizens, iiiq)lared aasistance, not only the patricians, hut 
•ran the commons, were moved, principally by a sense of hofr> 
our ; and the plebeian tribunes withdrawing their opposition^ an 
•lection of militaiy tribunea was held by an inteiret, when Duh 



€his Fimus, Aulas Manlius, Senrios Snlpieius, Servina Cornelias, 
and the two Valerii, PubUoa and Gaias, were chosen into that 
i4lce. [A. U. C. 386, B. C. 367.] These, in raising the 
levies, found not the same tractable temper in the commons 
which they had sh»wn in the election : however, having, after 
very warm disputes, comnleted the number of troops, they began 
their march, and compelled the enemy, not only to retire mm 
Tttsenlum, but to take shelter within their own walls; and 
Velitna was then besieged by a much greater force than had 
thnatened Tusculum. Yet the commandera, who ronducted 
te aie^, were not able to bring it to a conclusion befbre the 
&ew miiitaiy tribunes were elected : these were, Quintus Ser^ 
vilius, Gaius Veturins, a second time, Aulus and Marcus Cor^ 
aelias, Qumtus Quintius,4nd Marcus Fabius. [A. U.' C. 386^ 
B. C. 866.} Neither did these, in their tribunate^ perform any 
thing memorable at Velitee. The dangerous state of affairs at 
home called more powerfully for their attention ; for, besides 
8eztins and Liciniua, the proposers of Uie laws, now re-elected 
ikb eighth time to the office of plebeian tribune, Fabius like- 
wise, the militaiy tribune, &ther>in-law of Stole, without di»- 
Buise, professed himself a supporter of those laws of which he 
bad been an adviser.: and whereas there had been, at first, 
among the plebeian tribunes, eight protesters against the laws, 
there were now only five ; and tiiese, as usual with men who 
desert their party, were embarrassed and perplexed. In ex- 
preesions Ixmowed from others, they alleged, as a pretext for 
their proteating, merely what they had been privately instructed 
to say, that ** a large ahare of the commons were absent in the 
army at Velitrv ; that the assembly ought to be deferred until 
the soldiers returned, in order that the entire body of the com- 
tnons might have an opportunity of giving their votes in matteia 
wherein they were so deeply interested." Sextius and Liciniua, 
iit conjunction with the other part of their colleagues, and 
Fabius, one of the military tribunes, having, from the experience 
of so many years, acquired the art of managing the minds of the 
e^nmnons, called on the principal patriciana, and teazed them 
with interrogatories on each of the subjects proposed to the 
people : " were they so shameless as to require that when the 
proportion of the fdebeien waji cmly twa aerea of knd, they 
uv. VOL. I. — 8k* 
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fbonld be afiowed to poMen abote fire faniidred ncrea eadit 
That a aitigle n^n ahoold enjoy ibe sbare of near three handred 
citizeoa ; while a plebeian had scarcely an extent of land snifi- 
cient for a stinted habitation, or a place of burial 1 Did the^ 
think it reasonahle that the commons, inextricably embanassed 
hgr the accumulation of interest, should surrender their persons 
to the stocks, and to the harsh treatment oi creditors, rather tfaaa 
that they should be allowed a discharge of the debt, on paying- 
off the principal 1 That men should daily be driven in flocks 
£rom the forum, after -being made over to 'their creditais 1 That 
the houses of the nobility should be filled with such pdsaoeral 
And that in the habitation of every patrician there should be a 
Iffivate prison 1" 

37. After painting those matters in the most invidious and 
pitiable colours, to an audience, whereof each individual was in 
dread that the case might become his own, and exciting irilha 
hearers even greater indignation than they felt themselves, they 
went on to insist that ** there never could be any etop put to the 
patricians engrossing the lands to themseUes, and erushing the 
commons nn&r the weight of interest, unless the latter sbDuld 
constitute one of the consuls out of their own body to be • 
guardian of their liberty. That the' tribunes of the commona 
were now despised, because those invested with that power, by 
the present practice of protests, rende'red its own strength in- 
efficacious. It was impossible to deal on equal terms, while the 
others held in their hands the power of command, and they only 
that of givinff protection. Unless admitted to a share in the 

Sivemment, the commons could never enjoy an equal porlioo in 
e commonwealth. Nor ought it to be thoyght sufficient that ple- 
beians should be allowed to stand candidates at the election of 
consuls ; none of them would eyer be elected, unless it were 
made an indispensable rule that one consul must, necessarily, be 
taken from among the commons. Had they now forgotten, that 
though the practice of electing military tribunes, rather than 
consuls, had been instituted for the very purpose of opening the 
highest' honours to the plebeians, yet, during a space of rarty- 
four years, not one plebeian had been elected into that office t 
How then could they believe that when there were but two 
places to be filled, those men would voluntarily bestow a share 
of the honour on the commons, who were accustomed to mo* 
nopolize the whole eight places at the election of military trib* 
unes 1 That they would suffer a passage to be laid open to the, 
consulship, who, for such a length of time, had kept the txSb^ 
nneship so closely fenced up 1 They must acquire by a law 
what they could not accomplish by influence at elections ; and 
ene cou8^1*s place must be set apar^ beyond the reach of contest. 
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to which the commons may have access ; sioce as long as it is 
left subject to dispute, it will ever become the |mse of the mora 
powerful. Nor could the nobles now pretend to saj, what for- 
merly they had been fond of asserting, that then were not to be 
found among the plebeians men qualified for the curule <^ces : 
for, were the admmistration of government conducted with less 
diligence and vigour since the tribunate of Publius Lucinins 
Calvus, the first plebeian elected, than during those years iA 
which none but patricians were miUtary tribunes 1 Nay, on the 
contrary, several patricisns, on the expiration of their ofiice, had 
been condemned for misconduct, but never one plebeian. Ques- 
tors too, in like manner as military tribunes, beean a few years 
before to be elected out of the commons : nor bad the Roman 
people seen-reason to be displeased with any one of them. The 
consulship now remained to be attained by the plebeians ; that 
was the bulwark, that the basis of their liberty. Gould they once 
arrive at that, then indeed the Roman pe<^le would be satisfied 
that kings were really banished from the city, and liberty settled 
on a sure foundation : for, from that day, every, advantage, in 
which the patricians now surpassed them, would come into the 
possession of the commons; command and honour, military 
gloiy, birth, nobility, all highly valuable to themselves in the 
present enjovmeot, and which they could leave, with an in- 
crease of value, to their children.*' Finding such discourses 
favourably attended to, tbey published another proposition : that 
instead of two commissioners for performing religious rites, ten 
should be appointed, half of whom should bo ple&ians, half pa- 
tricians ; and they deferred the meeting, which was to decide 
on all these matters, until the troops, then engaged in the siege 
of VelitraB, should return. 

38. The year expired before the legions>were brought home 
from Velitra £A. U. C. 387, B. C. 365] ; and consequently the 
affair of the laws jemained suspended, an4 was handed over to 
the new military tribunes ; for as to the plebeian tribunes, the 
commons re-elected the same; particularly the two who had 
proposed the laws. The military tribunes elected were, Titua 
Qumtius, Servius Cornelius, Servius Sulpicius, Spurius Servilius, 
Lucius Papirius, and Lucius Yeturius. Immediately on the 
commencement of the new year the contest about the laws was. 
poshed to e^ftremity ; and when, on the tribes being assembled,, 
the proposers of the laws persisted in their proceedmgs, in spite 
. of the protests of their colleagues, the patricians were so alarmed 
that they recurred for aid to their last resource, an office supe- 
rior to all others in power, and a citizen auperior to all others 
in reputation. It was resolved that a dictator should be appoint- 
ed. Accordingly Marcus Furius Camillus was nominated, and 
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he chose Lnekit ^mflhit mutei of the bone. On tbe other 
•ide, the propoten of the Itwa, in opposition^ this great e£Siit 
of their adrerstriee, with determined resolution, collected eveij 
meanrof atreneth in aid of the plebeian cause ; and, smnmon- 
ing an asaen^y of the people, cited the tribes to give their 
irotes. The dictator, attended bjr a band of patricians, having 
taken his aeat, with many angry and menacing expressions, the 
basinees, at first, produced the usual contest among die plebeian 
tribunes ; some of them supporting the law, and others protest- 
ing a^nst it. But their protest, which by right ought to hare 
prevailed, being nevertheless overpowered by the people^s waim 
attachment to the laws themselves, and to the promoters of 
them ; and the fiivt tribes having pronounced, ** de it as yott 
propose;" Camillua said, *' Roman citizens, since the hsBd^ 
strong passions of your tribunes, not their legal authority, rule 
your proceedings ; and since, after having at the expense of a se* 
cession procur^ the privile^ of protesting, you now yourselvet 
invalidate it, by the same violence through which you obtained 
it ; r, as dictator, out of regard, as well to your particular inter- 
est, as to the general interest of the commonwealth, will sup- 
port the right of protesting ; and, by the power of my authority, 
will defend your rights of protection, wnich you endeavour to 
betray. Wherefore, if Gains Lucinius and Lucius Sextius will 
l^ve way 'to the protest of their colleagues, I shall be far from 
mtroducing the authority of a patrician magistrate into an as- 
sembly of the commons. But if, in oj3position to the protest, 
they persist in their attempt to impose laws on the state, as if 
it were under captivity to them, I will not suffer the tribuoitian 
power to be brought to dissolution by its own act.*' The trib- 
unes, in contempt of this declaration, still proceeding in tlie bu- 
siness with unabated activity, Camillus was so highly provoked, 
that he sent his lictors to disperse the commons ; adding threats, 
tiiat *^ if they persisted, he would compel ever)^ one of the 
younger men to take the military oath, and would instantly lead 
an army out of the city." This struck great terror into the 
populace ; but the ojpposition served rather to inflame than les- 
sen the resolution ot their leaders. However, before the dis- 
pute was brought to any decision, the dictator abdicated his 
office ; either because some informality was discovered in his 
a))pointment, as some writers have said ; or because the plebeian 
tribunes proposed to the commons, and the commons passed it 
into an order, that if Marcus Furius Camillus perform^ an act 
as dictator he should be fined five hundred thousand assea.* 
But the following considerations induce me to believe that he 

* iSliL lU. 8& 
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was detenced from acting rather by a defect in ihe> auspices th«i 
hj such an unprecedented order: first, the tamper of the man 
/himself; then Publius Manlius being immediately substituted in 
his room. What end could it answer to appoint him for roana« 
ging a dispute in which Camillua had been worsted 1 Besides, 
the year following the same Camillus was created dictator, and 
he certainly could not, without shame, have ttsumed an authority 
which had been foiled in his hands the year oefore. At the time 
too, when the proposition about fining him is reported to have 
been published, he must either have had power sufficient to have 
prevented the passing of this order, by woich he saw himself de- 
graded, or else he could not have been able to oppose the others, 
on account of which this was mtroduced ; for through the whole 
course^ of the various disputes, in regard to the authority of the 
tribunes, and that of the consuls even down to our memory, the 
dictatorship ever held a decided pre-eminence over both. 

39. During the interval between the abdication of the former 
dictator and the new one, ManUus, entering into office, a^ if it 
were an intcmeguum, the tribunes summoned an assembly of 
the people ; and it was there discovered which of the laws pro- 
posed were favourites of the public, and which of the proposers : 
for the commons passed those which respected interest of money 
and the lands, and rejected the one respecting a plebeian consul ; 
both which decisions would have been carried into effect had 
not the tribunes insisted that they had put the question to the 
assembly on the whole of the laws collectively. Publius Man- 
lius then turned the advantage to the side of the commons, by 
nominating as his master of the horse a plebeian. Gains Licinius, 
who had been military tribune. This, we are informed, gave 
much displeasure to the patricians, to whom the dictator apolo- 
gized for his conduct, alleging the near relationship between him 
and Licinius ; at the same time asserting that the post of master 

t of the horse was no way superior to that of consular tribune. 

When the assembly for electmg plebeian tribunes was proclaim- 
ed, Licinius and Sextius conducted themselves -in such a man- 

^ ner that, while they professed an unwillingness any longer to be 

continued in office, they applied to the commons the most pow- 
erfiil incentives, towards the effectuating of that purpose, which, 
from their dissimulation in the above particular, they seemed 
little desirous to promote : telling them that *' they were now 
standing the ninth year, as it were in battle array against the 

^ nobiUty, with the greatest danger to their own particular inter- 

ests, and without any advantage to the public. That, as thej 
were now grown old, so, together with tnem, both the proposi- 
tions which they had published, and the whole tribunitian power, 
were fallen into a state of languor. At first, the attack waa 
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ovried pn agaittst ibeir |rQ)}o«itions bf tht pA>test of tlieir col- 
leagues ; thel),.by banishuig tbe yoijiag^r cithsens to tihe war 6{ 
VeUire ; at last, the dictfatori^ tfannder had been letelled a^abidt 
themselves. At present, neither colleagues, not Mrai, nor dicttb- 
tor stood in their way ; for the latter had even, by Aominating 
a plebeian master of the hone, gif en them an omen of a plebeian 
consuL The coaic[|pn8 were tiie only obstruction to themselves, 
and to their ov^n interests. They could, if they «hose it, imme- 
diately have the city and the forum free from creditors, and the 
lands free from unjust occupiers. And when would they ever 
consider these kindnesses with proper gratitude, if at the very 
time when they were receivinff plans for their own advantage 
they precluded the authors of them from all hop6 of distinction ! 
It was not suitable with the candour of the Roman people to re- 

Suire that the burden of interest money should be taken off from 
iiem, and that they should be introduced into the possession of 
the lands unjustly occupied by the powerful, and at the same 
time leave the persons, through whose means they acquired those 
lands, to grow old in the quidity t>f tribunitians, not only without 
honours, but even vrithout a hope of them. Wherefore, let them 
first determine in their own minds what choice they would make, 
and then notify that choice, in the election of their tribunes. If 
they chose that the propositions published by them should be 
passed collectively, then there would be some x«ason for re- 
electing the same tribunes ; for they would cany into effect dieir 
own wishes. But, if they chose that nothing more should past, 
than what each found necessary to his private afiairs, there wouU 
then be no occasion for the invidious mode of re-election ; and, 
as they would fail of obtaining the tnbuneship, so would the 
people of obtaining the matters proposed to them.*' 

40. On hearing such peremptory language from the tribunes, 
and whilst amasement, at the insolenee of their behaviour, held 
the rest of the patricians motionless and silent, Appius Claudius 
Crassus, grandson of the decemvir, is said to have stood forth to 
combat their argument ; and, prompted rather by hatred and 
anser than by hope of success, to have spoken to this effect : 
** Koman citizens, to me it woujid be neither new nor surprising, 
if I should hear applied to myself, on the present occasion, the 
same charge which has always been objected by seditious tri- 
bunes to our family, that the Clandian race, even from the very 
beginning, has shown a more zealous attachment to the dignity 
of the patricians than to any other object in the state, and that 
they have constantly OMK>sed the interests Of the commons. 
One of these assertions neither I nor any of the Claudii will 
deny ; that, from the time when we were first adopted, and ad- 
mitted into the order of the patricians, we have earnestly endeav- 
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Ctaiod thftt the dignity of dMMs fttniflicB, unoog which jbow wert 
yleMod to pkwse U8» m^ht truly be Bud lo h«vo been aogmanted, 
lather than diminishedi, thxoagh our iiieens. Aa to Sie other 
declazation, I can take on mysdf te kaiat and mamtaia, in behalf 
of myself and of my ancestora, tint, unleaa wo aie to suppoeo 
that actions, which tend to the general ^pod of the ^ state ax* 
injurioua to the commons, aa if they weie inhabitants of anodier 
city, we neTor either in one pniiate capacity, or in office, pro* 
ceeded knowingly, in any instance, to the dstrimcBt of thoso 
commona ; and that there camiot, consiatentiy with truth, bo 
mentioned any one act or won! of ours contnuy to yoor interest ; 
though aome indeed there may haTe been contrary to your incli- 
aationa. But eveaa were I not of the Claudian family, nor sprung 
from patiician Mood, but an individual in the general mass of 
citbens, only supposing me sensible that I waa descended fromr 
fteebom parents, and mat I lired in a free state, could I ke^ 
silence in such a case aa this, when Luciua Sextms, and Caius Li* 
oinius, perpetual tribunes, aa it seems, have, danng the nine ye«v 
in which they have reigned, acquired such a degree of arrogance, 
88 to declare that they will not all^ow yon fiecdom of sulfrago, 
either in electiona or in enacting laws.1 On a certain condition, 
one of them says, ^You shall re-elect na thbunea a tenth time/ 
'What else is this, than if he said, * What others court, we disdain, 
80 far, that without a valuable consideration we will not accept 
of it V And now, I pray you, what is that consideration for 
which we may have you perpetually tf ibunes of the eommons % 
"Why, he teUa yon it is, t&at you admit all our propositionacol^ 
lectively, be they pleasing or displeaaing^, profitable or unprofit- 
able. Let me entseat you, you Tarquinii, who are tribunes of 
the coomiona, to soppose that I, one of tiio citizens, called out 
in reply to you from the middle of the assembly : with your good 
leave, let us be permitted to choose, out of these propositions, 
such a»we judge salutary to ourselves, and to reject others. 
* No,' says he, *yoo shall have no auch permission.' Must you 
enact, concerning intereat of money and lands, which tends to 
the good of every one of yourselyes, and ninet not the prodigy 
of seeing Lucius Sextius and Caius LieiiuBa consuls take place 
in the city of Rome, because you view it with scorn and abhor- 
rence 1 Either admit all, or I propose nothing. Just as if, 
before a person pressed with hunger, one were to lay food and 
poison together, and then to oider him either to abstain from 
what would minister to life, or to mix along wifih it what would 
cause death. If then this state were really free, would not the 
whole assembly have replied to you thUs : * Begone, with your 
tnbuneships and your propositions V What ! if you do not pro* 
pose that which ia advantageous to the people Uftdihit, can tnero 
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be no other found to procufe tbem advantages 1 If any patiielaiiy 
(or what they wish to he thoagfat more invidious,) if a Claudian 
should say, * Either admit all, or I propose nothmg,' what man 
among you, citizens would endure it 1 Will you never learn to 
attend to facts, rather than persons 1 For ever listen with partial 
ears to every thing uttered by men of their office, and with 
prejudice to what is said by any of us 1 But surely their lan- 
guage is very different from what becomes members of a republic : 
and what shall we say of their proposal, which they are so in- 
censed at your rejecting 1 It is exactly of a piece, citizens, with 
their language. He says, * I desire it may be ena<^ed that it 
shall not be lawful for you to elect into the consulship such 
persons as you may approve :' for can he mean otherwise who 
orders that one consul must necessarily be taken from the ple> 
beians, and does not allow you the power of electing two patri- 
cians 1 If wars were to be waged now, such as the Etrurian, 
for instance, when Porsena lay on the Janicolum; or, as the 
€rallic lately, when, except the capitol, and citadel, all places 
were in possession of the enemy, and that Lucius Sextius stood 
candidate for the consulship with Camillus, would you be able to 
bear, that Sextius should, without any competition, be made 
consul, while Camillus would be obliged to struggle against the 
danger of a repulse ! Is this to introduce a community of hon- 
ours ? to make it lawful for two plebeians, but unlawful for two 
patricians to be chosen consuls. To make it necessary to elect 
one plebeian, -but allowable to pass by all the patricians ; what 
sort of fellowship, what sort of confederacy is this 1 Are you 
not satisfied with obtaining a part of that in which hitherto yoQ 
have had no concern 1 must you be laying violent hands on the 
whole] * I fear,' says Sextius, * that if you are at liberty to elect 
two patndans, you will elect no plebeian.' What is this but to 
say, because you would not of your own choice elect unworthy 
persons, I will impose on you a necessity of admitting them 
vnthout choice 1 What follows, but that, if one plebeian be 
named, together With tw6 patricians, he is not even under an 
obligation to the people, and may say that he was aj^ointed by 
the Taw, and not elected by their sufl&ages ! 

41. "The power of extorting, not of suing for honours, is 
what they aim at ; and to attain the most exalted without incur- 
ring the obligations even of the lowest : they choose also to 
make theiir way to them by means of accidental successes, rather 
than by merit. Is there anv man who can think it an affiront to 
have his character inspected and estimated 1 Who can deem it 
reasonable, that he alone, amidst struggling competitors, should 
have a certainty of obtaining honours ? Who would exempt him- 
self from your judgment 1 Who would render your sieges . 



HISTORY OF BOSE. — ^BOOE TI. 48} 

secessuy (if sbfihigeB I mnst say) instead of voluntary ; serrild 
instead of {se%A Not to mention Licinius and Sextiu«, the yean 
of whose perpetuated power, aa if they were kings, you number 
in the cajntol, what man- is there this day in the state so mean, 
that he might not, by the opportunities created by this law^ make 
his way to the consulship with ^ater ease than we or our ehil- 
dbren 1 since, in some cases it will not be in your power to elect 
OS, though yoQ wish it, and you v9il) be under a necessity of electing 
them, though against your will. Of the injury offered to ment 
I shdl say no more, for merit regarda only^ the human race. Btit 
what shall I say with respect to religion and the auspices ; the 
afivont and injury offered to which reflect immediately on the 
immortal gods 1 That this city was founded under auspices ; 
that all business, civil and military, foreign and domestic, is 
conducted under them, who can be ignorant? In whom there- 
fore is the privilege of auspices vest^ accc»ding to the consti- 
tution of our for^ithers t In the patricians undoubtedly. For 
BO plebeian magistrate is even so elected. So peculiar to us 
are the auspices, th^t the patrician magistrates, whom tb« 
peopltf may approve, can be in no other manner elected ; ^hile 
we ourselves, without the sufirages of the people, create an 
interrex, under auspices ; and in private stations also hold such 
privilege, which they do not, even when in office. Does not he 
then, in effect, abolish the auspices, who, by creating plebeian 
consuls, takes l^em out of the hands of the patricians, the only 
persons capable of holding them! They may now mock at 
religion, and say, where is the great matter, if the chickens do 
not feed 1 If they come out too slowly from the coop ! If a 
bird chant an ominous note t These are trivial matters : but 
by not disreguding these trivial matters our ancestors raised 
this state to the behest eminence. In the present thnes, as if 
we stood ia no need of the favour of the gods, we violate all re- 
ligious histitutions. Let therefore ponti£, aucurs, kings of the 
fttcriilees, be chosen at random. Let us phice the tiara of 
Jupiter^a Iforaen oi» aujr (Hie that offera, provided he be a man. 
Let u» commit the ancilia, the shrines, the gods and the charge 
of their* worship, to persons to whom they canirat without impiety 
be intrasled. Let neither Ws be enacted^ iior inagjstrates 
oleeted under auspices. Let not the approbation of the senate 
be requisite, either to the assemblies of the centuries, or of the 
euriae. Let Se.ttitfs ^nd' Licinius, like Romulus and Tatius, 
leigp in the eity of Rome, in return fbr their generosity in plun- 
denng from other men*!! fortunes : in giving away other men*s 
money and lands, does it not occur to you,, mat by one of these 
laws great part of the possessions must be converted into desolate 
wilds, in consequence of the owners being expelled from themt 
Liv. vol. I. — 2h 
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by the other, that credit would be annihilated, by whidi all 
human aociety mntt be at an eodi For'eveiy ipaaon, then, I 
am of opimoD, that ^ou ought to reject thoee propontions alt«^- 
gether. Whatever is your determination, may the gods giant it 
a happy iaaue." 

42. The speech of Appiua produced no other effect than the 
putting off the decision on the proposition to another time. 
Seztius and licinius, being again reelected tribunes, the tenth 
time, procured a law to M enacted, that of the decemTirs for 
superintending religious matters half should be chosen from 
among the commons. Accordingly, five patricians were elected, 
and five plebeians. Which step being gained, the way seemed 
open to the consulship. Satisfied with this victory, the commons 
conceded so far to the patricians that, no mention being made of 
consuls for the present, military tribunes should be elected. 
[A. U. C. 388, B. C. 364.] The election feU en Aulus and 
Marcus Cornelius, a second time, Marcus Gegaaios, Poblius Man- 
lius, Lucius Yetuiius, and Publius Valerius, a aizth time. £x- ' 
cept the siege of Velitrs, an aSur of which the issue was rather 
tedious than doubtful, the Romans were undisturbed by way 
foreign concerns, when a sudden report of the Gaiile approaching 
in arms occasioned so sreat an alarm that Marcus Furius 
Camillus was appointed dictator the fifth time, and he nom^ 
nated Titus Quintius Pennus, master of horse. Claudius as- 
serts that a battle was /ought with the Gauk this year, on 
the banks of the riyer Anio, and that at this time happened 
the famous combat on the bridge, in which Titos HAanlius, 
ensaging with a Gaul who had challenjged him, slew him in the 
sight of the two armies, and spoiled him of a chain. But I am 
led by the authority of many writers to believe that these events 
happened at least ten years later ; and that a pitched battle was 
now fought with the Gauls by the dictator CamiUua, in the 
territory of Alba. The victory was neither doubtful, nor obtained 
with difficulty by the Romans ; although from people's ieccdle<^ 
tion of former misfortunes, the coming of the Gauls had dsSbeed 
very great terror. Many thousands of the barbarians were dain 
in Uie field, and gteat numbers in the storming of their camp^ 
The rest dispersing, mostly towards Apulia, escaped, partl)r by 
continuing their fliffht to a great distance ; and partly by bung, 
through dismay ana terror^ scattered widely in different quarteis» 
The dictator had a triumph decreed him, with the concurrence 
of the senate and commons. Scarcely, however, had he sot rid 
of the business of this war, than he found emptoymoit nom a 
more violent commotion at home : and the issue of an obstinate 
struggle was, that the dictator and senate were overpowered, 
•od the proposition of the tribunes admitted. In convequeooei 
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tn election of consub was held in spite of the opposition of the 
nobilitir, in which Lucius Sextius was made consul, the first of 
plebeian rank. Nor did the disputes end even here. Tlie 
patricians refusing to give their approbation, the afiair was likely 
to produce a secession of the commons, with dreadful conse- 
quences, when their dissensions were accommodated on terms, 
hy the interposition of the dictator. The nobility made conces- 
sions to the commons with respect to the plebeian consul, and 
the commons to the nobility with respect to one pretor to be 
elected out of the patricians to admimster justice in the city. 
Concord being by these means restored between the orders, after 
such a long contmuance of mutual animosity, the senate were of 
opinion that such an event deserved to be signalized by an exhi- 
bition of the most magnificent games, and by the addition of 
another day to the usual tluree of the Latine festival ; expecting, 
'on this occasion, if on any whatever, to find a general willingness 
to show that testimony of gratitude to the immortal gods. But 
the,plebeian ediles remsed to undertake the business : on which 
the youn^r patricians, with one accord, cried out, that oat of 
their desire of paying due honour to the deities, they would with 
pleasure perform it, provided they were appointed ediles. Their 
offer was accepted with universal thanks, and the senate decreed 
that the dictator should propose to the people to appoint two of 
the patricians to the office of ediles ; and that the senate would 
give their approbation to all the elections made in that year. 
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